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LETTER     XXX. 


Florence,  Jan,  ift,   1771. 

IF  I  was  writing  to  a  Frenchwoman,  I  fhould 
take  care  to  avoid  wifhing  her  a  happy  new 
year ;  as  in  that  polite  nation  fuch  a  wi(h  is  fiip- 
pofed  to  imply  a  polTibility  of  the  year  proving 
unhappy,  and  they  even  efteem  this  compliment 
as  a  kind  of  memento  mori  when  one  adds,  and 
many  of  them :  but  to  you  I  repeat,  in  the  old 
Englifh  fafhion,  our  fincere  wifli,  that  this  year 
may  prove  a  mod  happy  one  to  you,  and  may  a 
long  fucceflion  of  annual  funs  gild  all  your  pro- 
fpcdts,  your  happinefs  ftill,  if  poffible,  increaf-^ 
ing,  and  augmenting  with  them. 

We  fhall  quit  Florence  in  a  day  or  two ;  there- 
fore this  is  the  laft  letter  you  muft  expecfl  from  our 
refidence  here.  We  were  yefterday  to  fee  the 
Palazzo  Pitti,  which  has  a  communication  with 
the  gallery  and  the  old  palace  :  the  corridor  that; 
joins  them  was  contrived  by  Cofmo  the  Firft,  in 
order  to  procure  a  free  egrefs  and  regrefs  from  one 
to  the  other,  with  eafe  and  privacy. 

The  Palazzo  Pitti  is  fo  called  from  a  Florentine  Paiaezo 
gentleman,  who  built  it  for  himfclf  in  the  year  i*'"!. 
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1460 ;  but  being  afterwards  reduced  in  his  cir- 
cumftances,  Cofmo  the  Firfl  piirchafed  it,  and 
refided  there  with  Leonarda  of  Toledo,  his  wife  •, 
fince  which  time  it  has  been  always  inhabited  by 
his  fucceflbrs.  The  architeflure  I  think  heavy ; 
you  may  form  a  pretty  competent  idea  of  it  from 
that  of  the  Luxembourg  at  Paris  ;  the  plan  of 
that  palace  being  taken  from  this.  Wings  are 
added  to  it  by  Cofmo.  The  apartments  are  grand, 
and  finely  decorated  ;  the  mouldings  gilt,  alfo 
magnificent  tables  incruiled  in  Florentine  work; 
but  the  pidures  are  what  I  mean  particularly  to 
dwell  upon  -,  for  there  are  but  few  ftatues. 
Apart-  I"  the  apartment  below,  or  the  rez  de  chaujfey, 

ment  be-  a  room,  to  the  right,  has  its  cieling  painted  by 
Pietro  da  Picfro  da  Cortona  -,  the  fubjeft  rcprefents  a  young 
Coftona.  man,  who  quits  the  arms  of  La  Volupte  at  the  re- 
ip.onftrances  of  Virtue  ;  he  is  reprefented  by  Her- 
cules :  the  fymbols  of  pleafure  furround  the  young 
man.     Round  this   middle  piece  are  eight  paint- 
ings, fan  falliion ;    one  reprefents  Selcucus,   who 
refigns  his  wife  to  Antiochus.     Another,  the  con- 
tinence of  Scipio.     A  third,  Potiphar's  wife,  i^c, 
and  thefe  different  pieces  are  admirably  well  com- 
pofcd ;  the  architedlural  ornaments,    which  ferve 
as  frames  to   them,  in    an   excellent  taile.     The 
ceilings  of  the  firfl:  five  rooms,  namely  the  orna- 
ments, are  all  decorated  by  the  fame  mailer,  with 
a   furprifing  variety    and  ingenuity  in  the  choice 
2d  Room,  sf^d   invention.     The  ceiling  of  the  fecond  room 
CiioFerri  is  by  Ciro  Ferri,  from  the  defigns  of  Pietro  da 
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Cortona  •,  the  fubjefl  a  young  man   in  the  clouds, 
between  Apollo  and  Poetry. 

Four  paintings  adorn  the  Attic  of  this  fiiloon  ;  The  Attic 
the  fubjedts  allegorical,  and  refped  the  arts.  of  t^e 

The  ceiling  of  the   third  room  is  by  Pictro  da  '^^j  Room. 
Cortona  J  the  painting  has  a  fine  effeft  ^  it  fnews  Pe-roda 
the  arms  of  the  Medici  triumphant,  and  furround- 
ed    by   guardian   genii:  the    border  of  the  ceiling 
reprefents  a  naval  combat.     Thefe  paintings  are 
of  a  clear,  diftin(5t,  and  vigorous  colouring. 

In  the  fourth  cham^ber  is  another  ceiling,  which  ithRoom. 
(probably  by  its  tone  of  colouring)  is   the  execu- 
tion of  Giro  Fcrri  •,  it  reprefents  the  apothecfis  of 
a  hero,  to  whom    Hercules  has  lent  his   mace : 
Jupiter  is  crowning  him. 

In  the  fifth  room  is   another  ceiling  painted  by  .tlsRoom, 
Pietro  da  Cortona :  this  is  inferior  to  the  others  •,  Pittro  da 
the  fubjedl,  Hercules  on  the  pile.     In  one  of  thefe  ^'°'''°'^^' 
rooms    is   the   following   remarkable   pidlure   by 
Rubens  :  Mars   is  reprefented  as    dragged    from  Rubens, 
the  arms  of  Venus  by   the  Fury,  or  Dsemcn  of 
war  i  Venus    in  vain  endeavours   to  detain   him, 
the  Cupids  weep,  the  Daemon  treads  under  foot 
a  robuft  man,  fuppofed  to  reprefenn  Agriculture  ; 
women    and  children  are  put  to  flight  by  Fear  ; 
the  temple  of  Janus   is  fallen   to  the  ground  :  on 
the  fore  ground  is  a   woman   crowned  with  the 
mural  crown,  and  who,  by  her  cries  and  lament- 
ations,   endeavours   to  prevail  with  the  Dsmon 
to  defift.     This  is  a  fine  pidure. 
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Anti-  In  the  anti-chamber  to  this  apartment  is  the 

chamber,  ^q^^^^-^^  ^f  a  famous  dwarf :  it  is  well  executed, 

Niro'o      as  a  pidure,  by  Nicolo  Cafiano. 

In  the  great  faioon,  called  the  Imperial,  are 
eightpaintings  in  frefco  on  part  of  the  wall,  which 
fo  well  imitate  bas  reliefs  in  marble,  as  to  be  al- 
moit  a  deception.  In  other  parts  of  the  fame  fa- 
loon  are  painted  in  (I  think)  ten  great  compart- 
ments, the  reprefentation  of  thefe  fubjeds :  The 
Fall  of  the  Arts  in  Italy,  expreffed  emblematically 
by  Harpies,  Satyrs,  Time,  and  Mahomet,  who 
are  occupied  in  deftroying  the  produ6lions  of  the 
mcll  celebrated  Artifts.  The  fubjedt  of  another 
compartment  is  the  Deftru6lion  of  Parnalfus ; 
here  Sappho  appears  lafhed  by  a  Fury,  Pegafus 
torn  to  pieces  by  Vice,  the  moft  famous  poets 
oppreiTed  and  tortured  by  Satyrs  and  Harpies  ; 
the  former  are  endeavourins;  to  feek  refuse  in  the 
HouTe  of  Laurento  the  Magnificent^  where  FIo- 
mer  is  the  firft  who  gains  a  fafe  retreat. 

In  another  compartment  appears  Virtue,  taking 
refuge  at  Florence  by  the  orders  of  Pallas,  who 
fhews  herfelf  from  the  fkies  :  Virtue  is  received 
by  Tufcany,  aflifted  by  Gcnerofity ;  one  offers 
her  hand  to  Gondud  her  and  the  other  poets  to 
the  houfe  of  Laurento  of  Medici,  whither  Ihe  is 
inviting  many  philofophers  who  form  her  train  ; 
amongft  whom  appears  Empedocles  mourning  for 

Gio.  da     ^^^  ^°^  works :  thefe   three   are  by  Gio.    da  San 

s  nGio-  Giovani, 
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In  another  divifion,  Apollo  appears  to  lead 
the  Mufes  to  the  friendly  prote6tion  of  Laurento, 
who  is  furrounded  by  many  learned  men  his  co- 
temporaries  or  favourites :  their  reception  is  an- 
nounced to  the  world  by  Fame.  This  is  by  Cecco 
Cecco  Bravo.  ^'''''^ 

In  the  other  compartments  are  the  following 
fubje6ls  :  Laurento,  by  the  wifdom  of  his  go- 
vernment, has  caufed  the  gates  of  the  Temple  of 
Janus  to  be  clofed  ;  Bellona  confoles  herfelf  upon 
the  occafion.  Mars  is  taking  his  leave,  and  Peace 
is  defcending  from  heaven  to  crown  Italy  with 
a  wreath  of  olive  :  this  is  by  the  fame  mafier. 
Religion,  accompanied  by  an  angel  (vv'ho  holds 
the  Scriptures),  fhews  to  Laurento  the  heavens, 
from  whence  proceed  rays  of  light  to  conduct  him 
in  all  his  enterprifes.  In  the  air  appear  the  re- 
wards promifed  to  his  pofterity  by  a  iiara  and 
two  crowns  borne  by  angels :  by  Odavia  Van-  Vannini. 
nini. 

Laurento  having;  founded  in  his  g;arden  of 
St.  Mark  a  Ichooi  for  painting,  fculpture,  and 
architedture,  his  fcholars  prefent  him  with  their 
eflays :  Michael  Angelo  is  diftinguillied  from  the 
others  by  the  bufto  of  a  fawn  :  his  produftion  is 
executed  in  marble  without  the  help  of  a  mafter. 

In  another  pannel,  to  Iliew  the  rewards  due  to 
Merit,  Liberality  appears  fitting  at  the  foot  of  a 
laurel  j  at  her  fide  is  Prudence  and  two  chil- 
dren; one  of  which  leans  on  a  book,  the  other 
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ftrikes  the  ground  with   a  lance.     Thcfe  two  lad 
are  by  the  laine  mafter. 

A  Platonic  Academy  is  reprefented  as  eftablifhed 
by  Laurento  in  his  country- houfe  at  Corregglo. 
The  flatue  of  Plato  is  placed  on  a  pcdeftal,  with 
thefe  infcriptions  :  PhUcnem  laudaturus  et  file  et 
mirare  -,  and  lower  down,  fal  in  mente,  mel  in  ore  : 
Eloquence  and  Mufic  are  on  each  fide  of  him. 
In   a  corneris    Geometry  •,  near  her,    Philofophy, 

Francefco  ^^^  ^''^^  Overthrown  Error.     This  is  by  Francefco 

Tu;inc.     Turino. 

Another  compartment  reprefents  the  death  of 
Laurento.  The  three  Fates  are  introduced  in 
this  piiflure :  Atropos  has  fcarcely  divided  L.au- 
rento's  thread  of  life,  when  Mars  appears  already 
defcended  upon  the  earth,  from  whence  Aftrea, 
Peace,  and  Fame  are  retiring:  the  Arts  are  en- 
deavouring to  make  their  efcape  on  all  fides,  and 
in  their  confufion  let  fall  various  complimentary 
medals  ftruck  in  honour  of  this  great  Prince. 

The  tvvo  rooms  en  ftdte   from   this  apartment 

contain  no  paintings  worthy  of  obfervation.     Be- 

Bith  of     yQnci  thefe  you   enter  a  faloon,  in  which  is  a  fine 

vera  an-      •'  ■' 

tiqae,       bath  of  verd  antique. 

In  the  apartment  named  after  the  Eledrefs  Anne 
Solimene.  Palatine,  is  a  pidure  by  Solimene;  the  fubjefl 
St.  Anne  teaching  the  Virgin  to  read.  There  is  a 
noble  fim.plicity  in  the  charadter  of  the  Virgin  ; 
but  this  piece  upon  the  whole  is  not  correft :  it 
is  framed  in  fiiver  very  well  wrought,  to  imitate 

a  gar- 
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a  garland  of  flowers.     A  Virgin  and  Infant,  by 
Carlo  Dolci,  of  fine  colouring.  -^^^^^.^ 

The  fhair-cafe,  though  the  architecture  is  no- 
ble, appears  to  be  on  too  fmall  a  fcale  for  fo 
large  an  edifice  as  this  palace.  The  apartments 
on  the  firft  floor  are  magnificent,  but  not  fo  large 
as  to  appear  wafte  and  dreary  :  they  are  dillin- 
guifhed  by  difl'erent  appellations  taken  from  the 
fubjeds  reprefented  in  their  ceilings  •,  as  the  Sa- 
loon of  Venus,  of  Apollo,  of  Mars,  of  Jupiter^ 
of  Hercules,  &c.  Pietro  da  Cortona  and  Giro  Pletro  da 
Ferri  have  exerted  their  genius  in  reprefenting  on  ciroFtrri. 
thefe  ceilings  feveral  allegorical  fubjefls  taken 
from  ancient  hifl:ory,  -and  from  the  heathen  my- 
thology, applicable  to  the  political  hiftory  of  the 
Dukes  of  Florence,  and  which  would  take  up  a 
volume  to  explain.  1  only  wifli  you  then  to  be- 
lieve that  they  have  great  merit  as  paintings  ;  that 
they  are  fymbclical^  wyfierious,  that  1  got  a  pain 
in  my  neck  from  looking  up  at  them,  and  was 
tired  to  death  at  hearing  them  explained.  I 
think  you  have  had  enough  of  ceilings  in  my  de- 
fcription  of  thofe  bc-low  iiairs. 

The  pidures  me  moll  to  our  tafte  that  adorn 
thefe   faloons,   are  a  St.   Anthony   at  handy  cuffs 
with  the  Devil,  by  Salvator  Rofa  :  a  fpirited  piece,  Salvator 
A  fine  portrait  of  a  P'jne.   by  Tiziano.     Adamn"^*  ^ 
and  Eve  weeping  at  the  Death  ©•   Abel,  by  Ti-  xiarini. 
arini.     St.   Phili;)   de   Neri   invoking   the   Virgin 
and  Infant:  the  compofition   and   chara(5lers   are 
fine,  particularly  the  Infant  Jefus  j  by  Carlo  Ma-  ^^„j^ 
B  4'  ratti.  Maratti. 
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Guerc'nc. 
Rubens. 


RafFaello. 


Vandyke, 

Paul  Ve- 

ronefe. 

Carlo 
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RaiFaello. 


ratti.  Apollo  fleaing  Marfyas,  by  Guercino.  A 
pifture  reprefenting  a  Nymph  furprifed  by  Satyrs, 
of  Rubens.  Four  Battle-pieces,  hiftorical,  of 
the  houfe  of  Medicis  and  Bourgignon  :  they  are 
well  done;  but  it  is  a  fubjed  I  do  not  think  fuc- 
ceeds  on  canvas  :  the  bed  of  them  is  that  in  which 
is  a  view  and  anticipation  to  us  of  the  frightful 
mountain  Radicofani,  of  which  I  fhall  be  better 
able  to  judge  when  we  reach  it-,  it  lies  between 
this  city  and  Rome.  A  fine  piflure  by  Raffaello  ; 
the  fubjedt  a  Virgin,  the  Infant,  and  feveral 
Saints.  A  portrait  of  Cardinal  Bentivoglio,  by 
Vandyke ;  this  is  an  admirable  pidture.  The 
Pilgrims  of  Emmaus,  by  Paul  Veronefe.  Abel 
dead,  by  Carlo  Lotti ;  the  drav/ing  fine.  The 
famous  Madonna  della  Sedia,  by  Raffaello ;  this 
capital  pi<fture  can  never  be  fufficiently  admired  : 
it  is  finiihed  to  the  laft  perfection :  in  our  opi- 
nion this  is  the  only  reprefentation  we  have  yet 
feen  of  the  Virgin  which  feems  to  bear  a  proba- 
bility of  its  being  like  the  original ;  truth,  inno- 
cence, and  all  the  virtues  are  affembled  in  her 
modeft  countenance  •,  the  child  refembles  her,  but 
I  think  it  not  fo  greatly  finiilied  as  the  Madonna  : 
it  is  to  be  wilhed  Raffaello  had  draped  the  Virgin 
with  m.ore  fim.pliciry-,  her  clothing  is  like  that  of 
an  Eailern  Princefs,  and  the  great  chair  in  which 
Ihe  is  feated,  adorned  with  velvet  and  gold  fringe, 
refembles  the  furniture  of  a  Cardinal's  palace. 
A  portrait  of  a  boy  with  thick  hair  combed  down 
UDon  his  forehead  j   the  colourino;  fine ;   but   the 

body 
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body  not  of  the  fame  mailer:   tkis  portrait  is  given 
to  Vandyke.     The  portrait  of  Paul  Veronefe,  by  Vandyke. 
himfelf.     Two  fmall  pidures ;   being  the  repre-  ^Q^g^^'^" 
fentations  of  two  parables ;  one,  of  the  labourers 
of  the  vineyard;  the  other,  of  the  v^oman  fearcb- 
mgfor  a  loft  piece  of  filver  :  thefe  are  by  Feti,  and  Feti. 
very  good.     A  portrait  of  Raffaello,   by  Andrea  Andrea 
del  Sarto.     A  Holy  Family,  by  Palma  Vecchio  ;  p^^^^J^""' 
in  this  pifture  is  introduced  a  monarch  offering  Vecchio. 
the  globe  of  the  world  to  the  Infant  Jefus.     An- 
other Holy  Family  finely  done,  in  which  St.  John 
brings  a  lamb  to  the  Infant,  by  Rubens.     A  por-  Rubens, 
trait  of  a  Lady    in  crimfon  fattin  ;  the  drapery 
beautiful  j  by  the  fame.     The  Fates,   by  Michael  Michael 
Angelo  ;   this  pi6lure  is  much  blackened.     A  fine      " 
portrait   of  a  Lady  drefled   in    black,    by  Paul  Pai-i  Vc- 
Veronefe.      A    Magdalen  emaciated    by    fading '■°"^^^' 
and  prayer :  it  is  a  very  fingular  pi6ture ;  flie  is 
draped  in  crimfon  velvet  lined  with  fur ;    by  [.eo-  Leonardo 
nardo  da  Vinci.     A    blafphemous   reprefentation '^^  ^'"^'* 
of  God  the  Father,  fupported  by  angels  and  wing- 
ed griffins,  by  Raffaello.     An  Infant  Jefus  afleep,  RafFaello. 
with  St.  John    watching  him  ;  it  is  a  beautiful 
picture,  and  finifhed  in  the  high  ftyle  of  Wander- 
werf,  but  attributed  to  Carlo  Dolci.     Cain  flay-  j^^J^?  ^ 
ing  Abel,  by  Schiavone.     A  conteil  for  mufical  Schiavo- 
excellence  between  Apollo  and  Marfyas  •,  the  ex-"^* 
preffion  is  admirable  in  this   picture ;    by  Carlo  Carlo 
Loti.     A  Battle-piece,  by  Salvator  Rofa  ;    he  has  ^^^^l^^^ 
drawn  himfelf  in  a  corner  :   the  various  attitudes  Rofa. 
of  the  horfes  and  warriors  are  executed  with  great 

freedom 
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freedom  and  fpirit.  Three  heads  in  one  picture, 
Rufiichi-  by  Kuiliciiini.  A  good  Bacchante,  by  Riminarly, 
Kiminar-  A  piclure  over  a  door,  reprefenting  a  calf  as  large 
h-  as  the  life,  extremely  well  done  :  alio  another  of 

Caftigli-    cocks  and  hens,  by  Cadiglioni.     A  Defcent  from 
''"''  the   Crofs  •,    the  Maodalen  fine,    by  Andrea  del 

dciSarLo.  Sarto.      The  Supper   of  Lazarus;    the  moment 
the   painter  has  taken,   is  that  of  Martha's  com- 
plaining to  our  Saviour  that  her  fiflier  does   not 
affift  her  in   domeilic  concerns  :  there  is  a  great 
abfurdity  in  this  piflure ;   one  of  the  company  at 
J.BaiTano.  |.|^e  table  is   flicing  a  Bologna  faufage ;  by  J.  Baf- 
fano  •,  irs  pendant,  by  the  fame  painter,  reprefents 
the  Supper  of  the   Pharlfee.     A  Madona  in  ex- 
Gcercino.  ^^(y ^  ^y   Guercino,     A  St,   John   playing  with  a 
Genaro.    Lamb,  by   Ceiaro  Genaro.     A  Sibyl  Ihewing  the 
Emperor  Juftinian  a  Glory,  in  which  appears  the 
Virgin  and  Tnfant  over  an  altar,  and  feems  to    re- 
prefent   a  vifion  :  his    wonder    and   eagernefs    of 
further  information  is  finely  exprefied  ;  the  Sibyl 
Falma       is  quite  infpired  :  by  Palma  Vccchio.     A  Mufi- 
vecchio.  cian,    v;ho    appears  to  be  compofing  mufic  ;  he 
ftrikes   a  chord,  while  another   man  and  woman 
ftanding  by  him,  appear  to  judge  of  h"s  perform- 
GiorgioTie  ance  •,   it  is    intereumg,    fpirited,    and   well    co- 
Franco."   loured;  by  Giorgicne  del  Caftel  Franco. 

There  are  Icveral  other  pi(5l:ures  in  this  palace, 
that  I  make  no  doubt  have  their  merit ;  as  well 
as  many  which  I  do  not  think  worth  noticing;  but 
thofe   1  have  mentioned  pleafed  us  moft.     The 
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ftatues  are  very  indlaerent  -,  the  apartments  well 
furnifiied,   and  clean. 

Dec.  29th.  We  leave  Florence  the  Fair  to-mor- 
row ;  and  after  feeing  our  baggage  packed  up, 
i  dedicate  this  evening  to  you. 

The  few  days  we  have  pafled  here  have  been 
employed  in  viewing  the  gallery  in  particular,  and 
the  palace  of  Pitti;  and  having  dined  abroad 
fome  of  thofe  days,  by  which  our  time  has  been 
confumed,  the  afternoons  were  always  occupied 
by  the  theatre  or  private  affemblies,  the  cajpno^  &c. 
We  have  not  had  it  in  our  power  to  fee  many  of 
the  churches,  and  thofe  in  fo  curfory  a  manner, 
through  hurry,  that  I  fiiall  not  attempt  to  fay 
more  of  ihem,  than  that  I  believe  the  chapel  of 
St.  Laurent  will  be  the  fineil  of  all  pofTible  cha- 
pels ;  and  that,  according  to  the  Florentins,  BV. 
the  meridian  of  //  Duomo  (the  cathedral  church), 
is  the  befl:  conftruded  meridian  in  the  world.  I 
knov/  you  will  not  be  difappointed  in  regard  to 
the  churches,  as  you  do  not  expeft  impoffibilitiesi 
for  the  fame  reafon,  and  others  I  fliall  not  trouble 
you  with,  you  will  excufe  my  not  attempting  a 
defcription  of  a  piflure  we  have  feen  (in  private 
hands) ;  fuch  apidure,  of  which  even  your  ima- 
gination, from  any  help  my  pen  could  give  it, 
would  form  but  a  very  faint  idea.  The  fubje<5t 
is  il  pioggia  d'oro.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  the  beauty  of 
JDanae  could  not  be  excelled  by  the  Venus  of  Me- 
dicis,  were  (be  animated.  The  anatomy,  the  muf- 
clesj  the  colouring  of  the  fiefh  are  fo  natural, 
4  that 
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that  the  pidure  is  very  near  a  deception.  A  Cu- 
pid, with  his  bow  unftrung,  points  to  the  (hower 
of  gold  with  great  archnef-^,  v/hich  is  defcending 
in  yellow  pieces  refembling  guineas,  from  a  dark- 
ifli  cloud.  Every  point  of  this  pidture  is  per- 
fectly well  done.  The  only  ornan^ent  worn  by 
Banae  is  a  bracelet,  and  a  ring  on  her  fourth 
linger.  I  have  often  heard  it  obferved  by  connoif- 
fet-rs  in  Italy,  that  nothing  difgraces  a  fine  hand 
more  than  rings  v/orn  on  any  finger  except  the 
third  and  fourch.  It  certainly  deflroys  the  pro- 
porcions,  and  gives  a  gouty  or  rickety  appearance 
to  the  hand  in  gc^neral  ^  the  firft  and  middle  fin- 
ger appear  clumfy  when  loaded  with  rings.  This 
Tizlano.    chef  d^(xui:re  is  by  Tiziano. 

I  cannot  imagine  why  the  Grand  Duke,  like 
another  Jupiter,  does  not  purchafe  this  beauty 
with  a  iliower  of  gold ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  nei- 
ther the  Venus  nor  the  miitrefs  of  Tiziano  in  the 
Tribune,  are  comparable  to  it  in  any  refpefl.  This 
inimitable  piece  is  in  the  pofTeffion  of  two  gentle- 
men (brothers)  of  tlie  name  of  Carignani. 

The  environs  of  Florence  arc  beautiful.  Tuf- 
cany  was  the  ancient  Etruria ;  a  people  who  ori- 
ginally came  out  of  Afia :  they  were  confiderable 
and  powerful  long  before  the  Romans.  At  pre- 
fent  the  country  is  highly  cultivated,  divided  into 
farms,  and  the  peafants  appear  rich  and  happy. 
Some  of  the  high  mountains  contain  mines  of 
alum,  iron,  and  filver  •,  alfo  quarries  of  alabafter, 
porphyry,  and  other  marbles.  The  plains  are  fer- 
tile 
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tile  in  corn,  vines,  faffron,  and  all  kinds  of  kitch- 
en-garden fluff,  in  great  perfedion.  Silk-worms 
thrive  here,  their  produce  is  a  confiderable  branch 
of  commerce  to  the  citizens  ;  it  is  remarkable  that 
thefe  worms  breed  twice  in  a  year,  and  even  three 
times  •,  but  there  is  an  order  from  government 
which  forbids  the  third  increafe  -,  the  reafon  is, 
that  it  would  occafion  a  dearth  of  mulberry- leaves, 
were  the  trees  to  be  thrice  flripped  for  the  nou- 
•  riflimient  of  the  worms,  and  confequently  there 
would  few  or  none  remain  to  feed  their  cattle, 
in  cafe  the  fodder  fhould  fall  fhort,  which  fre- 
quently happens,  as  there  is  here  but  little  pafture- 
land.  The  fruits  held  in  the  higheft  ellimation 
are,  the  cedars,  water-melons,  and  grapes,  Be- 
fides  that  wine  which  is  known  in  England  by 
the  name  of  Florence,  and  which  is  the  vin  ordi- 
naire du  pa'is^  they  have  a  white  fort  v/hich  is 
much  better,  and  extremely  light  and  delicate  to 
the  tafte.  The  trees  moft  common  here,  are  the 
cyprefs  and  the  pine  •,  the  latter  produces  a  kind 
of  almond  or  kernel,  which  are  very  good  to  eat : 
thefe  pounded  in  a  mortar,  and  mixed  with  the 
pulp  of  the  white  codiin,  form  a  pafle  exceed- 
ingly good  to  walh  the  hands  with.  The  v/ood 
is  very  refinous,  and  if  chipped  while  green,  and 
boiled  till  one  half  of  the  water  is  confumed,  is 
excellent  for  fprains,  wrenches,  or  any  common 
rheumatic  pains  in  the  limbs,  ufed  as  a  bath  or 
fomentation  hot  as  it  can  be  borne. 

The 
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The  peafants  are  tall  and  well  made,  the  wo- 
men  remarkably  handlbme  and  very  fair  -,    they 
are  extremely  clean  and  well  drefied  ;  on  days  of 
fete^  their  hair  is  nicely  and  becomingly  adjufted, 
and  ornamented  with  a  very  fmall  hat  elegantly 
trimmed,   worn  juft   above  the  left  ear  \  on    the 
other  fide,  a  m.at  of  flowers  is  often   interwoven     \ 
with  ftrings  of  pearl  ;  they  wear  ear-rings  of  five 
or  feven  drops  of  pearl  let  in  gold,  and  necklaces 
compofed  of  feveral  rovv's  of  the  fame;   they  are 
not  the  fined  or  mofl  corre6l  fhaped  pearls  in  the 
world,  but  fuch  as  many  ladles  in  England  would 
not  be  afxiamed  of  wearing.     They  have  filk  cor- 
Jets  Vv'ithout  fleeves ;  their  (hift-fleeves  are  puffed 
and  tied  with  ribbon,  the  fliouldcr-flraps  of  their 
ccrfcts  are  ornamented  with  long  ribbons,  which 
wanton  in  the  wind  as  they  walk  •,  the  ccrfei  is  co- 
vered with  fcp.rlet  or  blue  luteftring,  and  the  pet- 
ticoat is  of  the  fame.     On   working-days,  when 
they  bring  their  goods  to  market,  their  hair  is  en- 
tirely concealed  by  a  kind  of  netted  cap  of  crim- 
fon,  fcarlet,  or  blue  filk  drawn  tight  over  it,  by 
means  of  two  firings  ornamented  with  tafiels,  which 
are  frequently  of  gold  or  filver.     A  pretty  woman 
looks  beautiful  in  this  odd  coiffeure.    The  taffels, 
after  they  are  tied,  hang  carelefsly  down  on  the 
left  fide,  and  almoft  touch  the  fnoulder.     Their 
corfets  and  petticoats  on  thefe  days  are  of  calli- 
mancoe,  and  their  ear-rings  and  crofs,  plain  gold. 
Provifions  are  reafonable,  and  the  markets  well 
fupplied.     Lalande  is  extremely  particular  in  his 

account 
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account  of  Florence*,  his  catalogue  of  illuftrious 
and  learned  men  is  juft.  I  refer  you  to  him  for 
fome  very  entertaining  and  curious  anecdotes. 

There  is  but  one  theatre  open  at  prefent  •,  the 
performers  are  wretched,  and  their  plays,  if  pof- 
fible,  worfe ;  though  it  is  u.tgrateful  to  crit'icife, 
as  the  ^iece  is  always  in  honour  of  the  Englifh. 
A  crew  of  Englidi  failors  are  introduced  on  the 
fcens,  who  ridicule,  and  in  the  end  beat  fome 
French  characters,  which  are  much  cutried.  The 
theatre  is  convenient,  but  nothing  remarkable ; 
it  is  called  the  Little  Theatre,  to  diftinguiih  it 
from  another,  where  they  fay  operas  at  another 
feafon  are  finely  performed.  The  orcheftra  at 
the  Little  Theatre  is  compofed  of  good  muficians. 

This  city  is  in  high  favour  with  young  Eng- 
lifnmen ;  who  are  perfectly  at  their  eafe  during 
their  refidence  here.  The  ladies  in  general  arc 
of  eafy  virtue,  and  their  expences  light,  as  a  gen- 
teel prefent  is  from  two  to  five  fequins  ;  it  is  true, 
thefe  ladies  are  apt  to  borrow  to  fupply  their 
play-purfes,  but  the  fums  are  but  fmall,  and  bear 
a  certain  proportion  to  the  prefents  I  have  men- 
tioned. There  are  few  private  aflemblies ;  before 
Sir  Horace  Mann  came  here  there  was  not  any; 
but  he  has  been  of  g;reat  ufe  in  teach  ins;  them  how 
to  live  :  his  table  is  elegant,  and  his  polite  man- 
ners pleafe  every  body  ;  none  more  than  his  own 
countrymen.  He  has  affemblies  alfo.  Mcnfteur 
Barbanti?ij  the  French  refident  here,  has  flaewn 
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US  many  civilities ;  we  had  letters  to  him  from 
the  ambaffador  of  his  nation  at  Turin.  ***** 
*  *  *  We  fet  out  for  Rome  to-morrow ;  fo 
adieu,     ^c.  &c. 


LETTER    XXXI. 

Sienna,  Dec.  30,   1770. 

WE  are  arrived  here  in  good  health  and  with- 
out accident,  though  obliged  to  walk  up 
a  fleep  paved  mountain,  which  was  fo  iced  over, 
that  the  horfcs  falling  down  frequently,  induced 
us  to  get  out  of  the  carriage  by  way  of  lightening 
the  draft,  which  fucceeded.  We  did  not  Hop 
any  where  on  the  road,  not  having  quitted  Flo- 
rence till  late  in  the  morning.  The  road  was  over 
mountains,  confequently  one  continued  afcent  or 
defcent.  We  palled  two  or  three  fhallow  rivers, 
not  dangerous.  There  arc  many  agreeable  views 
of  the  country  from  thefe  mountains,  occafioned 
by  the  irregularity  of  their  fituation.  They  feem 
to  interfeft  each  other,  and  ftrike  the  eye  with  a 
pleafing  variety  of  tints,  fome  being  covered  with 
vines,  others  with  olives,  and  others  under  the 
plough ;  now  and  then  a  wild  uncultivated  moun- 
tain forms  a  beautiful  contrail. 

Four  poft-horfes  were  not  fufficient  for  mod 
part  of  the  road,  fo  we  were  frequently  obliged 
to  have  fix.     To  morrow  we  are  to  reach  Radi-i 

cofani. 
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cofani,  and  to  pafs  the  night  there.     This  town  sienna, 
appears   to  confift  of   ruined   palaces   and  very 
wretched  houfes  for  poor  people,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  to  judge  from  only  pafTing  through  it. 

If  you  fhould  meet  with  any  body  going  to 
Florence,  do  not  forget  to  recommend  the  Va- 
ninis.  We  had  no  difpute  at  parting,  and  they 
have  behaved  fo  as  not  only  to  merit  the  charader 
of  honeil,  but  even  fomething  more  than  what  is 
ufually  meant  by  that  word ;  theirs  is  an  honour- 
able honefty,  a  rare  quality  in  hofts.  I  think  we 
fhall  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  people 
who  keep  this  inn ;  they  are  women,  and  feem 
much  humanized  and  ferviable.  I  break  off  this 
letter,  as  a  tolerable  fupper  juft  no\v  makes  its 
appearance,  and  I  am  a  little  fatigued  with  the 
day's  journey.  No  poft  quits  Sienna  to-night  for 
France,  fo  I  fhall  take  this  letter  with  me,  and 
continue  it  as  I  fee  occafion.  Sienna  is  five  pofls 
from  Florence. 

Radicofani,  the  31ft  of  December. 

Here  we  are,  and  lodged  in  a  palace,  which 
whilom  was  the  delightful  fpot  fixed  upon  for 
a  repofe  from  the  chace,  for  princes :  but  what  a 
palace !  oh  that  it  was  but  an  Engliili  liable  ! 
Here  is  room  enough  to  lodge  the  Pruffian  hofts, 
regulars  and  irregulars,  and  in  its  environs^  fup- 
pofe,  wild  boars  enough  to  glut  them.  Figure 
to  yourfelf  an  extenfive  fuiie  of  rooms,  long  gal- 
leries  and  pafTages,    the  ceilings,  or  rather  the 

Vol.  II.  C  beams. 
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beams,  in  fach  ac'rian  perfpedlive,  as  nearly  to 
evade  the  fight  •,  the  walls  literally  bare  and  green> 
from  damp ;  the  pavement  more  rugged  than 
Berkeley- Square,  and  I  believe  has  not  been  clean- 
ed for  many  years.  An  eternal  fog  conftantly 
enwraps  this  cloud-capt  iozver^  through  which  the 
fun-beams  rarely  penetrate  in  his  annual  courfe. 
Az  the  end  of  the  above-mentioned  dreary  v/afte, 
or  fuite  of  apartments,  are  we.  A  table  of  an 
enormous  fize,  which  feems  in  a  ftate  of  progref- 
fion  towards  petrifadlion,  graces  the  middle  of 
this  fpacious  chamber  j  no  power  on  earth  is,  I 
believe,  equal  to  the  talk  of  moving  it  from  its 
ancient  fcite.  A  chimney  of  amazing  fize,  ja- 
panned within  and  without  with  fmoke  (the  fire 
will  not  burn,  the  wood  being  always  damp  here), 
large  puffs  defcending  into  the  room,  with  gufts 
of  cold  wind. — Two  broken  chairs,  exceflivcly 
high,  and  of  antique  fculpture  in  wood — A  mat- 
trefs,  (luffed  with  the  refufe  knots  and  ends  of 
hemp,  covered  with  fneets  that  are  wet,  and 
prickly  like  hair-cloth — The  blanket — I  fcarce 
dare  look  at  it;  but,  when  we  are  about  lying 
down  to  repofe  (for  to  deep  is  impolfible),  I  (hall, 
by  the  means  of  an  enormous  pair  of  tongs,  endea- 
vour to  drag  it  into  a  corner  of  the  room,  as  far 
as  pofllble  from  the  bed — by  the  glimmering 
light  of  the  candles,  it  appears  at  this  diftance 
like  a  map  of  the  world — feas — lakes — terra  firma 
— iflands,  and  undifcovered  countries,  from  whofe 
bourns  I  have'  no  intention  of  returning,  as  I  do 

not 
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not  mean  to  explore  them — In  lliort,  I  am  in  fo 
ill  a  humour,  fo  weary,  and  fo  hungry. — They 
make  us  wait  for  fupper  moft  cruelly. 

The  winds  howl  in  the  paflages  on  one  fide, 
and  are  re-echoed  in  another  tone  from  the  other 
fide  :  a  Frenchwoman  would  think,  que  le  grand 
Diable  Unoit  le  fabhat  ici  pour  toutes  les  forcieres 
du  monde^  Gf  qu'ils  alloient  tons  arriver  en  loups- 
garous:  "but  to  what  purpofe  complain?"  fays 

M :  "  there  is  no  help  for  it,  and  you  muft 

*'  be  patient :  it  is  only  for  one  night."  I  am 
fatisficd  I  am  on  my  journey  to  Rome,  and  to  be 
fure,  was  it  worfe,  Rome  is  an  objedt  worth  fuf- 
fering  fomething  in  its  purfuit ;  fo,  till  fupper 
comes,  and  to  prevent  me  from  feeing  or  hearing 
fpirits,  I  will  write  on,  and  inform  you,  that  the 
road  from  Sienna  hither  is  in  length  fix  pofts,  the 
lafl  of  them  execrably  bad.  The  grim  inhabitants 
of  the  palace,  who  feem  as  if  defccnded  from  the 
Cyclops,  have  juft  been  with  us  to  announce  the 
long  wifhed-for  approach  of  the  fupper,  which 
is  upon  its  march  from  the  kitchen. 

Supper  is  over ;  it  confifted  of  a  difii  of  eggs, 
which  I  had  ordered  to  be  boiled  in  theflielU 
but,  alas !  they  were  all  rotten :  then  appeared  an 
animal,  which  I  am  fure  would  have  puzzled  the 
moft  ingenious  author  that  ever  wrote  upon  zoo- 
logy to  fay  what  fpecies  of  winged  creature  it  had 
been.  It  had  extended  legs  and  wings,  was  blacl^ 
and  appeared  to  have  been  difiocated  alive ;  they 
infifted  upon  its  being  a  poukrde -^  had  they  af- 
C  2  ferted 
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ferted  it  to  have  been  a  grifEn,  I  Iliould  have  been, 
inclined  to  believe  them  -,  feme  wretched  bread, 
of  what  date  I  know  not,  and  fauce  made  with 
(linking  oil,  concludes  the  bill  of  fare — the  wine 

poifonous the  water  muddy. — —Good  night. 

For  me,  if  fleep  fhould  kindly  lend  her  aid,  may 
I  dream  of  a  piece  of  Englilh  bread  and  cheefe, 
and  a  draught  of  fmall  beer.  My  little  barbett  is 
fo  difcontented  and  crofs,  that  fhe  barks  incef- 
antly  at  the  howling  of  the  wind,  and  difdains  to 
eat  or  Deep. 


LETTER    XXXII. 

Viterbo,  Jan.  ift. 
E  now  come  clofe  upon  Rome,  having 
paffed  dreadful  roads  and  frightful  moun- 
tains ;  but  any  thing  is  better  than  our  regale  at 
Radicofani.  We  reached  this  place  before  night  j 
the  laft  pod  here  from  Sienna  is  a  good  road. 

Two  bad  accidents  happened  laft  night  •,  the 
poll-mafter,  who  had  himfelf  rode  as  poftilion  to 
the  Roman  courier,  was  killed  on  a  mountain  by 
falling  from  his  horfe  ;  and  in  another  part  of  the 
road,  the  beft  horfe  belonging  to  the  poft-mafter 
of  Jquapendente  was  fwallowed  in  a  flough,  where 
he  expired,  they  not  being  able  to  get  him  out. 
However,  bad  as  this  road  is  at  prefent,  it  is 
now  better  than  ever  it  has  been  ;  for  juft  before 

the 
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the  Emperor  was  expeded,  the  Pope  and  the 
King  of  Naples  agreed  to  repair  the  roads  in  their 
refpedivc  dominions  :  we  are  told,  that  on  the 
Neapolitan  fide  it  is  much  better.  We  pafied  by 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Volfium  this  morning, 
near  the  Bolfena :  thefe  veftiges  are  fo  faint,  that 
they  appear  like  a  confufed  heap  of  ruined  vaults. 
For  many  miles  our  road  lay  on  the  borders  of  the 
beautiful  lake  of  Bolfena;  the  water  is  tranfpa- 
rent ;  it  is  furrounded  with  hills  clothed,  with 
hanging  woods,  whofe  various  tints  tremble  upon 
its  tranflucent  bofom.  Two  beautiful  iflands 
rife  from  it;  one  contains  a  majeitic  ruin:  this 
is  about  five  miles  from  the  fhore.  They  told  us 
at  Bolfena,  that  the  lake  is  thirty-five  miles  in 
circumference. 

The  foil  on  the  fides  of  the  road  is  incorporated 
with  a  kind  of  burnt  iron  or  drofs,  which  bears 
ftrongly  the  appearance  of  extinguiihed  volcanos. 

The  accommodation  here  is  bad  and  very  dear  ; 
our  fupper  confifted  of  a  foup,  the  chief  ingre- 
dients of  which  were  all  forts  of  livers  and  giz- 
zards, colledted  from  various  birds,  and  of  va- 
rious dates,  failing  after  each  other  in  a  muddy 
pool,  very  unlike  the  lake  of  Bolfena;  broiled 
pigeons  with  oil,  and  a  friture  of  livers,  &c.  ;  our 
foup  the  Barbet  condefcended  to  tafte.  You  may 
be  fure  we  are  in  no  danger  of  a  furfeit  this  night. 
To-morrow  we  Ihall  reach  immortal  Rome;  \i  is 
only  four  polls  thither  ;  fo  good  night  for  the  pre- 
fent. 

C  3  Rome, 
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Rome,  Jan.  6th. 

Havino'  arrived  the  fecond  inftant  too  late  for 
the  French  courier,  I  now  refume  my  pen,  this 
being  the  firft  opportunity.  We  are  lodged  at 
Pio's  Hotel,  Strada  della  Cruce,  Piazza  di  Spagna, 
are  well  accommodated,  and  reafonably.  Our 
table  is  ferved  fomething  in  the  Englifh  ftyle,  at 
lead  it  affords  us  three  or  four  homely  Englifh 
difhes  (thanks  to  fome  kind  Englilh  predeceflbrs 
who  have  taught  themj,  fuch  as  bacon  and  cab- 
bage, boiled  mutton,  bread-puddings,  which  af- 
ter they  have  been  boiled,  are  cut  in  pieces,  fried 
and  ferved  with  a  wine  fauce  ftrongly  fpiced,  &€» 
io  do  not  imagine  we  are  likely  to  llarve  here. 

You  may,  from  the  commoneft  print,  form  a 
very  good  idea  of  the  entrance  into  Rome.  The 
town  for  the  mofl  part  is  unpaved,  and  the  houfcs 
in  general  make  a  wretched  appearance ;  I  do  not 
mean  the  palaces :  there  are  many  fine  buildings, 
whofe  fplendour  is  the  more  furprifing,  from  their 
being  furrounded  with  miferable  habitations.  The 
pare  of  the  town  we  are  in  is  by  much  the  beft  for 
Grangers,  and  the  accommodation  any  where  elfe 
extremely  bad  ;  for  you  know  one  cannot  occupy 
the  palaces  nor  the  churches,  of  which  latter  there 
are  a  plenty. 

We  have  received  the  utmoU  civilities  from  the 
families,  to  whom  we  have  prcfented  our  letters 
of  recommendation  •,  thofe  who  are  moft  troubled 
with  us  are  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Monte  Li- 
^retii ;  they  have  undertaken  to  ferve  tis,  in  the 
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polite  Italian  fenfe.  The  Duke  is  fon  to  the  Prin- 
cefs  Paleftrine,  who  is  now  in  years  and  infirm  -, 
the  Dutchefs,  daughter  to  the  noble  Prince  Bar- 
romeo  of  Milan  ;  they  were  fo  very  obliging  as  to 
call  upon  us  the  fame  day  we  fcnt  our  letter,  and 
the  next  morning.  We  have  been  introduced  by 
them  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Bracciano,  at  whofe  af- 
fcmbly  we  were  laft  night.  The  "Dutchefs  of 
Bracciano  is  of  the  blood  royal  of  France ;  (he  is 
efteemed  not  only  a  very  fenfible  woman,  but  alib 
witty  and  learned  :  fhe  is  extremely  polite,  and 
poflefles  evidently  a  great  knowledge  of  the  world. 
The  Duke  her  fon  is  a  fine  young  man  of  the  firft 
clafs,  fpeaks  Englifh  well,  and  is  lively  and  agree- 
able :  there  was  a  numerous  converzatione :  from 
hence  they  conducted  us  to  the  Contejfa  Carpegna's^ 
where  there  was  alfo  a  brilliant  aflembly  :  this 
lady  has  the  manners  to  appearance  of  an  amiable 
French-woman.  The  Cardinal  of  Bernis  came 
immediately  on  the  reception  of  our  letter  of  re- 
commendation ;  he  gave  us  the  moft  obliging 
invitation  to  his  table  and  aflemblies.  We  go  to- 
morrow. 

The  7th  of  Jan.  at  night. 

We  have  dined  and  pafTed  the  evening  at  Car- 
dinal Bernis's  •,  his  niece,  Madame  la  Marqwfe  de 
Puymontbrun,  does  the  honour  of  the  table,  i^c. 
Nothing  can  be  more  elegant  than  his  manner  of 
living :  he  has  united  the  French  refinements  to 
the  Roman  magnificence.     There  were  about  fifty . 
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perfons  at  table,  confifling  chiefly  of  cardinals. 
The  ladies  were  Madame  de  Puymontbrun^  the 
Princefs  of  Santa  Cruce  and  her  mother.  After 
dinner  more  company  entered,  and  we  were  in- 
troduced to  the  Princefs  Altiere,  and  a  Polifli  fa- 
mily who  are  ftyled  Princes;  their  name  Prez- 
hendowjky :  I  could  think  of  nothing  but  Potto- 
wifl^y,  and  was  going  to  call  her  fo  more  than 
once.  The  Cardinal  of  Bernis  being  fubje6t  to 
the  gout,  ftarves  at  his  own  table,  as  he  thinks 
living  low  the  only  means  of  keeping  the  fit  off. 
He  feeds  on  nothing  but  herbs  boiled  and  all  the 
juice  prelTed  outj  neither  gravy,  butter,  fait, 
cream,  eggs,  oil,  nor  any  kind  of  meat,  fifli,  or 
fowl,  does  he  ever  tafte,  eats  very  little  bread, 
and  that  extremely  ftale.  Though  he  is  himfelf 
thus  fuffering  famine,  his  diflies  are  of  the  beft 
kinds,  the  greateft  variety  the  feafon  can  afford 
in  profufion,  and  the  beft  drefl^ed  :  he  knows  whe- 
ther each  difli  is  as  it  ought  to  be  by  its  look  and 
fmell ;  and  has  the  moft  hofpitable  manner  ima- 
ginable ;  he  is  extremxly  cheerful,  pofTeffes  a 
great  ihare  of  fpirits,  has  a  brilliant  wit,  and 
ready  upon  the  moft  trifling  occafions  ♦,  enfin,  il 
eft  petri  de  Vart  de  ff avoir  vivre.  It  is  impofllble 
to  converfe  with  him  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  with- 
out being  fenfible  that  he  is  a  man  of  deep  pene- 
tration, learning,  a  great  ftatefman,  and  perfe<5lly 
well  read  in  the  belles  lettres  •,  he  has  a  noble  air, 
though  not  tall,  and  rather  inclined  to  corpu- 
lency i  his  countenance  is  fenfible,  and  changes 
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with  his  thoughts;  his  eyes  quick  and  piercing, 
though  not  large;  and  he  is  marked  with  the 
fm  all-pox. 

I  told  you  in  this  letter  that  we  pafled  part  of 
the  evening  at  the  Dutchefs  of  Bracciano's :  As 
we  were  there  early,  before  much  company  was 
arrived,  ihe  was  fo  obliging  as  to  enter  into  a  par- 
ticular converfation  with  me.  We  were  feated 
on  a  fofa,  when  one  of  the  gentlemen  in  wait- 
ing entered  and  announced  il  Re,  As  there  were 
many  rooms  to  pafs  before  this  perfonage  could 
appear,  fhe  feized  that  opportunity  to  defire  mc 
upon  no  account  to  fpeak  to,  or  take  the  leafl: 
notice  of  him,  as  it  was  not  only  what  Ihe  infilled 
upon  in  her  houfe,  but  that  it  was  the  Pope*s 
order  that  no  ftranger,  particularly  Englifh, 
fhould  hold  any  converfation  with  him.  I  affured 
her  my  principles  were  diametrically  oppofite  to 
thofe-of  the  Stuart  family  and  their  party,  adding 
more  of  the  like  fort ;  but  I  concluded  with  fay- 
ing, that  if  he  fpoke  to  me,  I  could  not,  as  a 
gentlewoman,  refrain  from  anfwering  him,  con- 
fidering  him  only  in  the  light  of  a  gentleman, 
and  ihould  treat  him  as  I  would  do  any  other 
foreigner  or  native,  with  that  general  civility  re- 
quifite  on  fuch  occafions  -,  fhe  flill  infilled  upon 
my  not  anfwering  fhould  he  fpeak  to  me,  with 
which  I  refufed  to  comply :  I  think  I  was 
right,  my  reafons  were  thefe:  I  knew  before,  that 
no  gentlemen  of  the  Britilh  empire  make  them- 
fclves  known  to  him,  but  on  the  contrary  avoid 
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It,  except  fuch  as  declare  themfelves  difafFcdcd 
to  the  prefent  royal  family  -,  at  leafl,  fo  it  is  un- 
derftood  at  Rome.  I  had  alfo  heard  that  he  po- 
litely avoided  embarraffing  them  by  throwing 
himfelf  in  their  way  :  but  as  I  am  not  a  man,  it 
llruck  me  as  very  ridiculous  for  me,  a  woman, 
not  to  reply  to  the  Pretender  if  he  fpokc  to  me, 
as  fuch  a  caution  would  bear  the  appearance  of 
pafllng  myfelf  for  being  of  political  confequence  > 
added  to  thefe  confiderations,  I  had  great  curiofity 
to  fee  him  and  hear  him  fpeak — But  to  return  ; 
he  entered,  and  bowing  very  politely  to  the  com- 
pany, advanced  to  the  individual  fofa  on  which 
I  was  placed  with  the  Dutchefs  of  Bracciano, 
and  feated  himfelf  by  me,  having  previously  made 
me  a  particular  bow,  which  I  returned  with  a  low 
curtfey  -,  he  endeavoured  to  enter  into  conver- 
fation  with  me,  which  he  affeded  by  addrefllng 
himfelf  equally  to  the  dutchefs,  another  lady, 
and  myfelf  i  at  laft  he  addreffed  me  in  particular, 
and  afked  me  how  many  days  fmce  my  arrival  at 
Rome,  how  long  I  fhould  ftay,  and  feveral  fuch 
queftions.  This  converfation  pafTed  in  French — 
what  diftreffed  me  was  how  to  ftyle  him — I  had 
but  a  moment  for  reflciflioni  it  ftruck  me  that 
Mon  Prince  (though  the  common  appellation  (in 
France)  to  every  ftranger  whofe  rank  as  a  prince 
is  the  mod  dubious)  would  not  come  well  from 
me,  as  it  might  admit  of  a  double  fenfe  in  an  un- 
candid  mind — Highnefs  was  equally  improper; 
^  I  hit  upon  what  I  thought  a  middle  courfe,  and 
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called  hitn  Mon  Seigneur,     I  wifhed  to  fhorten  the 
converfation,  for  all  on  a  fudden  he  faid,  *'  Spealc 
Englifh,    Madam."     Before   I  could   reply,    the 
Dutchefs  of  Mcnte  Libretti  came  up,  and  pulled 
me  by  the  fleeve  -,  I  went  with  her  to  a  card-table 
at  which  fhe  was  going  to  play :  I  declined  play- 
ing, not  being  perfedl  in  the  games  ;  befides,  you 
know  I  hate  cards.      At  my  departure,  I  took 
leave  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Bracciano  (agreeable  to 
the  cuftom)  and   the  Chevalier^    who   played  at 
her  table,    officioufly   civil,  rofe  up,  and  wifhed 
me  a   good  night.      He  is  naturally  above  the 
middle  fize,  but  ftoops  excefiively;    he   appears 
bloated  and  red  in  the  face,  his  countenance  heavy 
and   fleepy,    which   is   attributed   to    his    having 
given  into  excefs  of  drinking  -,  but  when  a  young 
man,  he  muft  have  been  efteemcd  handfome.    His 
complexion  is  of  the  fair  tint,  his  eyes  blue,  his 
hair  light  brown,  and  the  contour  of  his  face  a 
long  oval  i  he  is  by  no  means  thin,  has  a  noble 
prefence,  and  a  graceful  manner:  his  drefs  was 
fcarler,  laced  with   a  broad  gold  lace  ;  he  wears 
the  blue  ribband  outfide  of  his  coat,  from  which 
depends  a  cameo  (antique)  as  large  as  the  palm  of 
my  hand  ;  with  the  fame  garter  and  motto  as  thofe 
of  the  noble  order   of  St.  George  in  England ; 
upon  the  whole,  he  has  a  melancholic,  mortified 
appearance.     Two   gentlemen   conftantly  attend 
him-,  they  are  of  Irilh  extra(5tion,  and   Roman 
Catholics  you  may  be  lure.     This  evening,  after 
quitting  the  Cardinal's,  we  were  at  the  Princefs  Pa- 
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leflrine's  converfazione,  where  he  was  alfo.  He 
addrefled  me  as  politely  as  the  evening  before. 
The  Princefs  defired  me  to  fit  by  her ;  fhe  played 
with  him  :  he  afked  me,  if  I  underllood  the  game 
of  Tarocchi  (what  they  were  about  to  play  at)  -, 
I  anfwered  in  the  negative,  upon  which,  taking 
the  pack  in  his  hands,  he  defired  to  know  if  I 
had  ever  feen  fuch  odd  cards :  I  replied,  that  they 
were  very  odd  indeed  ;  he  then  difplaying  them,  faid. 
Here  is  every  thing  in  the  world  to  be  found  in 
thefe  cards,  the  fun,  the  moon,  the  liars  ;  and 
here,  fays  he,  (fhewing  me  a  card)  is  the  Pope-, 
here  is  the  Devil,  (and  added)  there  is  but 
one  of  the /n'^  wanting,  and  you  know  who  that 
ihould  be.  1  was  fo  amazed,  fo  aitonifhed,  though 
he  fpoke  this  laft  in  a  laughing,  good-humoured 
manner,  that  I  did  not  know  which  way  to  look  ; 
and  as  to  a  reply,  I  made  none,  but  avoided  cul- 
tivating converfation  as  much  as  poflible,  left  he 
ihould  give  it  a  political  turn.  What  pafled  after- 
wards was  relative  to  fome  of  the  Englifh  man- 
ners and  amufements  •,  fuch  as,  whether  whift  was 
in  falhion  at  London,  the  aflemblies  numerous, 
6?^.  I  was  heartily  glad  when  my  vifit  was  fi- 
nifhed. 

Before  I  clofe  this  letter  I  fhall  mention  St. 
Peter's  and  fome  other  particulars.  We  go  from 
hence  to-morrow  or  the  day  following ;  a  quiet 
moment  prefents  itfelf,  and  I  feize  it  to  conclude 
this  long  letter.  You  have  feen  many  prints  re- 
prefenting  the  outfide  of  St.  Peter's  church,  but 

they 
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they  are  all  (that  I  have  met  with)  on  fo  fmall  a 
fcale,  as  to  give  but  a  very  faint  idea  of  the  mag- 
nificent  original.  The  piazza  great  court,  or  ap- 
proach to  the  church,  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
one  of  which  forms  an  oval,  the  other  a  red- 
angle  ;  the  oval  opens  as  you  fee  in  the  prints, 
and  prefents  at  once  a  view  of  the  church  in  front ; 
this  opening  has  a  wonderful  effed.  The  colonade 
which  ranges  on  each  fide,  ereded  on  the  oval 
plan  I  mentioned,  forms  a  piazza  (I  ufe  this 
word  here  in  the  fenfe  it  is  confined  to  in  Eng- 
land) covered  at  top  \  th§  entablature,  i^c.  fup* 
ported  by  four  rows  of  large  pillars  •,  the  whole  is 
crowned  by  a  baluftrade,  on  which  are  placed 
ftatues  of  faints,  ^c.  I  think  not  lefs  than  thirty- 
fix  holy  perfonages.  There  appeared  to  us  both, 
at  the  firfl  fight  of  this  colonade,  a  moft  ftriking 
fault  in  the  architedure ;  the  pillars,  which  are 
of  flone,  fhow  heavy  and  crowded.  This  is  the 
more  furprifing,  as  the  defign,  &c.  are  Bernini's; 
all  the  ftatues  and  architedure  we  have  hitherto 
fecn  of  that  mafter  being  univerfally  too  light. 
The  floor  is  paved  with  brick,  and  at  preferit 
fo  much  out  of  repair  as  to  make  walking  on  it 
dangerous.  The  pavement  of  the  open  place  is 
of  ftone.  In  the  center  Hands  a  fine  Egyptian 
antique  obelifk  *  of  oriental  granite  j  it  is  one  en- 
tire 

*  This  obelilk  (as  alfo  fome  others  at  Rome)  is  of  the  moft  re- 
mote antiquity,  probably  from  the  times  of  the  firft  Kings  of 
Egypt,  more  than  a  thoufand  years  before  the  AiTyrians  pene- 
;!.    •;  traced 
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tife  piece,  and,  as  they  told  us,  meafures  fevefity^ 
four  Paris  feet  in  height  -,  the  pedeftal,  and  brafs 
crofs  at  top  included,  give  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  feet  from  the  furface  of  the  pave- 
ment. To  the  right  and  left  of  this  obelifk  are 
two  magnificent  fountains.  Our  Ciceroniy  while 
we  were  admiring  them,  gave  us  an  anecdote  of 
Chriftina  Qiieen  of  Sweden,  upon  her  firft  feeing 
thefe  fountains  ;  after  confidering  them  fome  mi- 
nutes with  filent  admiration,  fhe  turned  to  thofe 
about  her  and  faid,  "  Mafoi\  c'ejl  ajfez,  c^eji  ajfez,, 
que  ces  hmies  ge?u  ne  fe  donnent  pas  la  peine  deles  f aire 
jouer  d'avaniage.'*  I  could  not  learn  whether 
they  left  her  Majefty  in  the  error  of  fuppofing 
them  playing  merely  for  her;  but  I  think  it  quite 
worthy  the  Italians  to  defpife  her  benignity  upon 
the  occafion,  fo  much  as  not  to  give  themfelves 
the  trouble  to  undeceive  her. 

The  water  which  lupplies  thefe  fountains  has  its 
fource  in  the  Campagna  di  Trevignano,  Lago  Sab- 
hatinoy  et  Lago  Bracciano, 

The  redangle  immediately  before  the  front  of 
the  church  commences  at  the  extremities  of  the 
colonade.     Thefe    two    buildings   are   decorated 

traced  into  that  country  :  it  was  difcovered  where  the  facriHy 
of  St.  Peter's  now  ftands,  which  was  formerly  part  of  the  Cir- 
cus of  Nero.  Pope  Sixtus  the  fifth  erefted  it  in  its  prefent  po- 
rtion. 1  he  machines  iifed  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  manner 
of  raifing  it  up,  l^c.  with  a  computation  of  the  vaft  fum  ex- 
pended on  the  occafion,  have  been  engraved  and  published.  I 
think  the  calcttlation  of  the  expence  amounti  to  37975  Roman 
crowns. 

with 
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with  pilafters  which  join  on  to  the  church,  and  in 
the  middle  of  each  is  a  door.  Here  are  two  fine 
Mofaic  pidures ;  that  to  the  right  reprefents  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  was  executed  by  Calan- 
dra :  the  fubjedof  the  fecond  is  the  Converfion  of 
St.  Peter ;  by  Pietro  Spagna.  Thefe  fidc-doors 
open  into  the  grand  portico  of  the  church.  The 
great  door  of  entrance,  which  exaftly  fronts  the 
middle  of  the  break  between  the  two  oval  colo- 
nades,  is  elevated  upon  a  kind  of  terras,  which 
you  afcend  by  three  fteps  of  prodigious  breadth. 
This  entrance  is  ornamented  with  the  Corinthian 
order,  crowned  by  an  Attic;  above  which  rifes 
thefuperb  dome,  appearing  as  at  a  confiderabledif- 
tance.  The  fteps  above  mentioned  are  of  mar- 
ble, compofed  of  the  antique  remains  of  a  mag- 
nificent pyramid,  called  the  Tomb  of  Romulus  ; 
at  the  foot  of  the  firft  ftep  are  two  ftatues,  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  by  Mino,  placed  there  by 
Pius  the  Second.  After  the  fecond  ftep  is  a 
kind  of  terras,  (for  I  cannot  call  it  a  landing- 
place)  where  the  Pope  receives  Emperors  and 
Kings  in  pontifical  ceremony,  who  come  to  vifit 
St.  Peter's  church.  The  front  of  the  church  is 
adorned  with  ftatues,  bas  reliefs,  ^c,  I  think  I 
hazard  nothing  in  fpeaking  my  real  fentiments 
to  you  in  refpedt  to  the  front  in  general,  and  I 
know  you  will  keep  counfel,  if  you  think  me 
prefumptuous ;  in  truth,  there  are  fo  many  orna- 
ments, fuch  twifting  and  turning,  fuch  cutting 
and  carving,  that  one  fine  thing  hides  another, 

and, 
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and,  to  life  a  vulgar  proverb,  there  is  no  feeing 
the  wood  for  trees ;  the  noble  fimplicity  which 
Ihould,  in  my  opinion,  dignify  fo  yaft  an  edifice, 
is  loft  by  being  thus  loaded  and  confounded  in 
ornaments  j  and  may,  perhaps,  be  not  improperly 
compared  to  the  appearance  of  a  perfedl  beauty 
at  a  mafquerade,  in  the  chara6ter  of  a  Nabob's 
wife.  On  entering  the  church,  the  eye  is  won- 
derfully ftruck  with  the  fine  proportions  of  the 
iles  and  chapels,  whilft  at  the  fame  inftant  your 
attention  is  drawn  off^  to  the  vivid  and  brilliant 
colouring  of  the  Mofaic  pidlures  which  gliften  on 
all  fides. 

The  vaft  fpace  of  ground  this  church  ftands 
upon  does  not  at  firft  ftrike  the  eye ;  but  the 
eager  curiofity  to  penetrate  to  the  end  of  it  con- 
vinced me  moft  feelingly,  by  the  remonftrances 
of  weary  feet,  that  it  occupies  a  plane  of  great 
extent.  As  to  the  meafurements,  confult  La- 
lande,  who  will  inform  you  with  great  accuracy. 

When  you  have  gained  the  dome,  nothing  can 
be  more  beautiful  than  the  appearance  on  all 
fides ;  the  eye  repofes  on  the  juftnefs  of  the  ar- 
chiteiflural  proportions,  wanders  over  the  fine 
Mofaic  pictures,  and  till  this  enchantment  begins 
to  lofe  its  force  by  continuation,  you  feem  as  if 
fuddenly  tranfplanted  into  another  planet-,  reco- 
vering from  this  trance,  the  malignity  of  our  dif- 
pofition  begins  to  take  place,  and  tempts  us  to 
criticife.  The  canopy  over  the  grand  altar,  which 
is  of  gilt  bronze,  fupported  by  twifted  columns, 

intercepts 
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intercepts  the  perfpeflive  view  of  the  middle  ide, 
and  appears  (if  you  can  guels  at  my  meaning)  too 
heavy  and  too  light  at  the  fame  time  ;  the  twilled 
columns  have  wreaths  bound  round  them,  which 
lends  a  kind  of  fantaftic  airy  lightnefs  to  the  folid 
and  Ilrong  props  of  a  vail  brafs  canopy. 

To  give  you  fome  idea  of  the  great  fize  of  this 
church,  two  angels  which  fupport  the  baptifmal 
fount  appear  on  entering  it  to  be  about  the  fize 
of  our  children  ;  and  upon  a  nearer  approach, 
you  are  ailonifhed  at  the  ColofTal  height  and  fize 
of  thefe  feeming  infants,  which  are  chef  d'iuuvres  -, 
but  I  have  neither  time  nor  patience  to  enter  into 
a  detail  of  its  beauties,  ornaments,  and  propor- 
tions, ^c.  and  fhall  therefore  refer  you  for  a  more 
amiple  account  to  abler  pens  than  mine,  as  I  mud 
haften  the  conclufion  of  this  letter,  that  I  may 
have  time  to  fleep  before  our  journey.  I  wifh  I 
could  fend  you  the  model  in  a  dream,  though  I 
fhould  be  forty  you  did  not  wake  before  you  had 
examined  a  fourth  part  of  its  beauties.  Adieu, 
and  believe,  as  ever,  ^c. 
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LETTER    XXXIII. 

Naples,  Jan.  12,   X770. 

E  have  reached  this  city  in  perfed  health. 
But  were  detained  a  day  and  a  night 
longer  on  the  road  than  might  have  been  expell- 
ed.    Leaving  Rome  the  bth,  we  lay  that  nighc 

Viietii.  at  Viletri,  a  wretched  place,  bad  accommoda- 
tions, and  very  dear.  We  were  called  up  at  three 
o'clock  next  morning,  in  order  not  to  lofe  time 
unneceffarily  upon  the  road  ;  but  it  fnowed  fad? 
and  the  wind  was  fo  violent,  that  when  we  came 
down  to  the  door  of  the  inn,  the  poftilions  afTert- 
cd  they  could  not  drive,  nor  would  the  horfes  go 
forv/ard,  the  wind  and  fnow  being  right  in  their 
faces.  Here  we  waited  till  half  an  hour  pail  fix, 
when  the  day  appeared  ^  and  though  M— ' — ,  on 
my  account,  wiflied  to  put  off  our  proceeding 
any  farther  that  day,  yet  my  ardent  defire  to  go 
forward  was  fuch,  that  I  dertcrmined  at  all  events 
not  to  defer  our  journey,  and  at  laft  prevailed. 
1  dreaded  a  delay,  and  pleaded  a  probability  of 
its  freezing  upon  the  fnow,  which,  had  i:  hap- 
pened, muft  have  impeded  us  for  fome  days ;  fo 
on  we  went,  and  got  over  the  fnow  pretty  well, 
thought  it  lay  fo  deep  as  to  fill  up  all  the  ruts 
and  ditches.  After  we  had  gone  two  pofts  it 
thawed  ;  notwithftanding  which,  we  were  obliged 

Fondi.  to  lie  at  Fondi,  from  the  extreme  badnefs  of  the 
2  roads  -, 
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roads ',  and  though  it  ceafed  fnowing,  violent 
gufls  of  wind  with  a  furious  rain  contributed  to 
make  the  journey  ilill  more  wearying  and  dif- 
agreeable. 

I  have  fo  often  mentioned  the  inns  on  the  roads 
in  Italy  to  be  the  word  in  the  world,  that  I  am 
tired  of  repeating  the  fame  thing  -,  yet  I  mud  tell 
you  this  one  is  peculiar  in  that  ftyle.  The  walls 
are  bare,  the  pavement  nearly  as  rugged  and  as 
dirty  as  the  roads  we  had  juft  pafled ;  no  fafhes 
in  the  windows,  no  glafs,  no  paper,  but  fome 
fhutters  fo  out  of  repair  as  to  admit  through  their 
breaches  the  rain  and  the  fnow  upon  our  beds  ; 
the  doors  could  not  be  fliut.  Our  beds  were 
made  of  the  knots  of  hemp,  without  curtains  5 
and  their  vicinity  to  the  wall  was  an  aggravation 
of  our  wretched  plight,  it  being  in  a  manner 
plaiftered  over  with  fnuffy  fpittle,  and  marbled 
between  en  grifaille,  with  what  I  cannot  men- 
tion. The  only  light  the  inn  afforded  was  that 
of  a  ftinking  lamp,  fupplied  with  train-oil :  the 
provifions  ftale,  rotten  eggs,  and  fome  ragouts 
of  liver  and  brains  ftewed  in  oil,  out  of  the  fame  re- 
fervoir  with  that  ufcd  in  the  lamp.  Their  de- 
mand for  our  fupper  and  beds  was  a  fequin  a- 
head.  As  if  our  unlucky  ftars  meant  to  oblige 
us  to  contribute  to  our  own  inconvenience  and 
misfortunes,  we  gave  orders  to  be  called  at  half 
an  hour  after  two  the  next  morning,  intending, 
if  pofilble,  to  reach  Naples  the  fame  night ;  ac- 
cordingly we  role  at  that  early  hour,  but  not  re- 
D  2  frc-fhed. 
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frefhed,  being  more  fatigued  than  if  we  had  fat 
up  the  whole  night.  Having  advanced  about 
half  a  poft  towards  Naples,  we  were  met  by  a 
great  mountain,  where  the  unmeked  fnow  but 
thinly  covering  the  ground,  was  frozen  over : 
the  poftilions  Hopped,  and  faid  they  could  go  no 
farther,  the  horfes  not  being  able  to  keep  their 
feet  (for  in  this  country  they  never  heard  of  froft- 
nails  or  rough-flioeing  to  prevent  flipping)  we 
then  propofed  to  get  out  and  walk  up  the  moun- 
tain, in  order  to  lighten  the  carriage,  and  left  ouf 
courier  with  the  equipage,  fuppofing  they  might 

then   be  able  to  follow  us.     M carried  the 

fire-arms  himfelf,  which  confided  of  a  brace  of 
piftols  and  a  blunderbufs ;  it  being  by  no  means 
expedient  to  leav^e  thefe  either  in  the  power  of 
our  poftilions  or  that  of  our  fervant.  We  had 
not  proceeded  far  before  I  began  to  flip  and 
ilumble  as  the  horfes  had  done.  The  road  up 
this  lleep  mountain  turning  and  winding  very 
frequently,  we  foon  loft  fight  of  our  carriage,  but 
concluded  they  were  coming  flowly  after,  when 
with  the  greateft  difficuky  v/e  had  gained  the  fum- 
mit,  having  walked  about  two  miles,  judge  of 
our  furprife  and  difappointment  to  fee  our  fervant 
coming  after  us  as  faft  as  he  could,  calling  out 
to  us  to  ftop ;  when  he  informed  us  the  poftilions 
had  not  advanced  one  ftep  frcm  the  place  where 
we  had  left  them,  alleging  it  to  be  impofiible  for 
the  horfes  to  draw  the  carriage  up  the  mountain.- 
What  did  not  thefe  villains  deferve  for  fufi^ering 

us 
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US  to  make  fuch  an  attempt?  for  I  am  convinced 
they  never  intended  to  make  the  lead  effort  to 
follow  us.  So  we  returned  as  we  came,  they  not 
having  given  themfelves  the  trouble  even  to  turn 
the  carriage  about.  We  got  in,  not  thinking  of 
this  circumftance,  and  they  backed  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  had  it  not  been  for  a  few  flones,  the 
remains  of  a  broken  wall,  the  carriage  and  our- 
felves  had  gone  down  a  precipice,  whence  we  never 
lliould  have  returned.  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that 
in  alcending  the  mountain  we  met  two  or  three 
little  parties  of  very  ill-looking  fellows,  though  at 
fo  early  an  hour  ;  but  they  eyed  the  arms,  and  did 
not  molefl  us :  I  wifhed  them  good  morning  in 
as  civil  Italian  as  occurred  to  me.  Was  not  this 
a  moft  odious  promenade  at  the  point  of  day,  al- 
moft  benumbed  with  cold,  a  bitter  wind  and  fleet 
in  our  faces,  upon  a  bleak  mountain,  &c.  ?  As 
to  my  complexion,  I  believe  by  the  time  I  fhall 
fee  you  again  I  may  pafs  for  the  Queen  of  the 
Gipfies.  But  to  return  •,  we  went  back  to  Fondi, 
in  order  to  wait  for  a  thaw,  and  had  there  the 
fatisfaclion  to  contemplate  the  approaching  Aurora. 

"  Till  Morn,  wak'd  by  the  circling  hours, 

With  rofy  hand  unbarr'd  the  gates  of  light." 

We  continued  at  Fondi  till  twelve  o'clock,  and 
were  obliged  by  the  pollmafler  (who  is  alio  the 
hoft)  to  pay  the  fame  pofl  over  agam,  but  intend 
to  make  the  proper  inquiries  at  Naples  into  this 
procedure.     At  length  we  fet  out,  the  fun  fiiining 

D  3  bright 
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bright  on  the  fnow,  and  we  with  fome  diiliculty 
reached  Mela  di  Gaeta, 
Mo'-i  di        Pvlola  di  Gaeta  is  fituated  on  the  margin  of  the 
Mediterranean  :  here  it   was  that   Eneas    buried 
his  nurfe,  from  whom  it  had  its  name  of  Cajeta. 

And  thou,  O  Matron  of  immortal  fame  ! 

Here  dying,  to  the  {hore  haft  left  they  name. 

Cajeta  ftill  the  place  is  call'd  from  thee. 

The  nurfe  of  great  Eneas'  infancy. 

Here  reft  thy  bones  in  rich  Hefperia's  plains. 

Thy  name  ('tis  all  a  ghofl  can  have)  remains. 

Here  we  had  all  our  trunks  fearched,  and  were 
obliged  to  take  up  our  lodging  for  the  night,  our 
hoft  informing  us,  that  if  we  proceeded  on  our 
journey  we  fnould  find,  two  pofts  further,  a  cer- 
tain river  that  could  not  be  crofled  but  at  the 
rifk  of  our  lives,  as  night  would  overtake  us  ere 
v/e  reached  it,  and  of  courfe  occafion  us  the  great- 
eft  difficulties.  They  fliewed  us  into  a  room 
in  a  kind  of  tower,  which,  compared  to  Fondi, 
was  tolerably  clean,  but  it  had  the  fame  fort  of 
fhutters,  and  was  very  cold :  upon  lighting  fome 
faggots,  the  chimney  fmoked  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  we  were  glad  to  extinguifh  the  fire,  and  ra- 
ther bear  with  the  malignity  of  the  weather,  than 
with  that  of  our  fuel.  Our  beds  and  provifions 
were  in  the  fame  ftyle  with  thofe  at  Fondi.  The 
next  morning  at  four  o'clock  we  quitted  Mola 
di  Gaeta,  being  obliged  to  leave  a  fequin  as  gage, 
and  to  carry  a  manifefto  with  us,  declaring  that 
we  had  no  other  concealed  contraband  goods  than 

fowr 
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four  pair  of  new  filk  {lockings  •,  the  manifefto  was  to 
be  (hewn  when  we  fhould  arrive  within  two  miles 
of  Naples,  in  order  to  avoid  the  delay  of  being 
fearched  there  alfo ;  but  this  did  not  avail,  for 
our  bao'gase  was  opened  and  tumbled  about  not- 
withftanding,  though   to  no  purpofe,  as  we  had 
nothing    feizable,    except   the   before   mentioned 
ilcckings  •,  I  miftake,  for  I  had  a  parcel  of  bead 
work  for  the  Dutchefs  of  Calahretta  \  this  parcel 
wonderfully    efcaped    their   obfervation  •,    indeed 
thele   fort  of  commilTions   are  generally   trouble- 
fome  ;  I  had  the  precaution  to  wrapt  them   up 
amongft  my  linen,  which   concealed  them.      As 
to  the  road  from  Rome  to  Naples,  that  part  (about 
one  half)  which  reaches  from  Rome  to  Terracina 
is  extremely  bad  ;  jufl:  paft  Terracina,  and  on  the 
Neapolitan  fide,  is  a  dangerous  ftep,  the  road  (if  I 
may  fo  exprefs  myfelf)  lying  through  the  fea-,  but 
it   is   foon   paflfed :   the  v/ater   there    is    not    very 
deep,  though   it  riles  fufficiently  high  to  be  above 
the  fijor  of  the  carriage,  but  the  bottom  is  rough  : 
from  hence  to  Naples  the  road  is  fafc  and  good  ; 
the  caufe  of  this  variety  is,  that  when   the  Em- 
peror was  to  travel   from  Rome  to  Naples,  the 
Pope  and  his  Neapolitan  Majefty  a;, reed  to  mend 
and  improve  between  them  the  roads  from  Rome 
to  Naples,  from  confideration  to  him.    The  Kino- 
of   Naples'     territory   commences    at   Terracina, 
and  reach:s   to   Naples,  and  proper  orders  were 
given,  which  have  fucceeded  as   to  that  portion 
of  it  i  but  his  Holinels's  orders  (if  any  fuch  there 
D  4  ?'ere) 
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were)  have  not  been  carried  into  execution,  which 
accounts  for  that  part  of  St.  Peter's  patrimony 
continuing  io  much  out  of  repair  as  to  be  barely 
paflable.  I  think  it  lucky  that  we  determined  to 
pafs  the  carnival  here  rather  than  at  Venice  •,  for 
we  are  told  the  roads  from  Rome  to  Loretto,  and 
from  thence  to  Venice,  are  much  worfe  in  winter 
than  thofe  we  have  already  travelled.  Before  I 
have  done  with  the  road  from  Rome  to  Naples 
(though  your  patience  lliould  be  exhaufled)  1 
Prefsat  muft  tell  you  the  Drefs  of  ihe  men  and  women 
°"  ''  of  Fondi  -,  the  women  wear  no  caps,  their  hair 
o-rows  at  the  will  of  Nature  -,  and  I  believe  is 
never  combed :  the  population  of  their  heads 
muft  be  abundant,  and  the  dilTerent  nations  bear 
the  hue  of  their  different  complexions ;  as  reddifh 
in  the  red  haired,  black  and  yellowifti  in  the 
fwarthy.  The  hair  behind  is  formed  into  a  queue, 
with  what  the  gardeners  call  l^aji,  the  filaments 
which  compofe  the  coarfeft  matts ;  it  is  then 
twifted  round  at  the  back  of  the  head,  and  a 
leaden  fkewer,  dignified  by  the  name  of  a  bodkin, 
thruft  through  it;  at  firft  fight  it  appears  like  a 
great  eel  prepared  and  faftened  together  to  be 
dreffed  in  the  manner  called  by  the  Englifh  cooks 
Spitchcocking.  On  their  backs  they  carry  a  coarfe 
and  dirty  blanket,  which  hangs  down  behind  half 
way  the  legs  •,  from  before  defcends  its  fellow,  but 
of  a  fmailer  fize,  pafTing  under  the  arms,  and 
kindly  uniting  itfelf  with  the  hindermoft.  They 
have  neither  fhift,  petticoats,  ftockings,  or  fhoes, 
4  and 
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and  look  like  (o  many  madfuries.  The  men  wear 
a  great  loofe  cloak,  in  which  they  wrap  them- 
felves  up  to  the  chin ;  round  their  legs  and  feet 
are  wound  ftripes  of  very  coarfe  linen,  but  no 
(hoes.  In  this  elegant  attire,  both  fexes  Rand  in 
the  flreet  converfing,  ef  faifant  VagreaUe^  all 
day  long.  I'hey  never  work  if  they  can  avoid 
it ;  now  and  then,  as  a  piece  of  gallantry,  the  men 
fearch  for  and  diflodge  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
of  their  miftrefles  heads.  The  poftilions  and  fer- 
vants  of  the  inn  were  rather  better  clad,  and  had 
each  a  large  gold  ear-ring  in  one  ear,  with  a  pearl 
hanging  from  it,  and  rings  on  their  fingers,  made 
in  the  prefcnt  fafhion  as  to  fize,  though  the  metal 
is  generally  pewter  or  brafs  •,  they  are  intended 
to  imitate  a  cameo^  or  an  intagUo^  but  are  extreme- 
ly like  what  our  fchool-boys   call  Dumps. 

But  let  me  haftenfromFondi,  thatlmayalTureyou 
Naples  appears  to  be  a  moft  charming  town  ;  the 
ftreets  are  crowded  with  people  and  brilliant  equi- 
pages i  the  fhops  filled  with  all  forts  of  merchan- 
dife;  the  markets  flocked  with  the  bell  provifions 
in  the  greateft  abundance.  We  are  lodged  in  a 
magnificent  houfe  near  the  royal  palace  ;  our  hof- 
tefs,  who  feems  to  be  a  very  good-humoured, 
civil  woman,  is  the  Marchefe  di  Grazze  Riale,  fhe 
is  widow  to  a  Spanilh  Marquis,  and  has  with  her 
a  daughter,  a  young  girl :  there  is  no  other  fa- 
mily in  the  palace.  I  need  not  inform  you  how 
it  happens  in  thefe  countries,  that  Marchioncfies 
let  lodgings,  and  palaces  are  turned  into  lodgmg- 

hoiifes. 
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houfes.     Our  apartment,  which  is  the  firil  floor, 
confifts  of  fo   many  rooms,  that  it  is  a  journey 
from  the  (lair  cafe  to  the  drawing-room :  befide 
kitchen,  i^'c.    we  have  even  a  chapel  upon  the 
fame  floor ;  which  laft  we  intend  converting  into 
an  anti-chamber  for  our  fervants,  as  it  Ties  parti- 
cularly convenient  for  that  purpofe.     We  have  al- 
ready received  many  civilities  from  thofe  to  whom 
we  had  letters  of  recommendation  •,  but  I  am  fo 
weary  of  this  long  epiflle,  that  I  (hall  fay  no  more 
at  prefent,  than  that  we  have  loft  no  time  to  get 
fettled,    and    are  already    provided   with  a  very 
handfome  glafs  coach,  horfes,  and   coachman  (a 
job  you  may   fuppofe),  two  footmen,  a  maid  for 
me,  a  cook  and  Ibuliion-boy,  a  hair-dreffer  by  the 

month,  for  M 's  v^^kl  de  chamhre  cannot  drefs 

hair.  How  often  have  we  regretted  the  having 
brought  him  fo  far  1  but  we  are  not  the  firft  who 
have  been  deceived  in  fervants,  and  you  muft 
certainly  remember  the  excellent  charafter  which 

induced  M to  take  him.     Adieu.     As  ever, 

Yours,  ^c. 


LET. 
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LETTER    XXXIV. 

Naples,  Jan.  14th,   177 1. 

I  Wrote  to  you  two  days  fince ;  but  do  not  ex- 
pect letters  every  two  days,  for  it  will  not  be 
in  my  power  to  write  fo  frequently.  The  effefts 
produced  by  our  recommendatory  letters  have 
been  moft  convenient  and  agreeable :  the  Duke 
and  Duchefs  ofTennoli^  with  their  fon  and  daugh- 
ter, have  Ihewn  us  the  greateft  civilities.  This 
family  have  been  to  fee  us,  and  treat  us  with  all 
the  kindnefs  it  is  pofTible  to  expeft  from  near  re- 
lations, although  they  are,  as  you    know,  diflanc 

******  *^     ^l^Q  Monfieur  P-^ (who  is, 

it  feems,  to  go  to  England  in  a  public  chara6ler) 
called  upon  us,  and  introduced  us  to  his  family, 
his  filler,  ^c.  They  are  all  polite  and  civil. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  have  called  upon  us, 
and  have  done  the  honours  of  their  place ;  as 
offering  feats  in  their  box  at  the  opera,  invitations 
to  their  palace,  to  their  concert,  ^c.  The 
Duchefs  of  Termo'ii  fent  one  of  her  gentlemen  with 
a  meffage  to  offer  the  ufe  of  one  cf  her  carriages, 
horfes,  fervants,  ^c.  during  our  refidence  here, 
with  a  very  polite  excufe,  accounting  for  her  not 
going  conftantly  with  me  herfelf  to  public  places, 
affemblies  at  private  houfes,  ^c.  from  her  being 
in  waiting  from  four  o'clock  till  ten  ;  but  than 
as  foon  as  it  is  in  her  power,  fne  will  do  us  every 
kind  office.     This    meffage   is  badly   tranflated, 

and 
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and  has  lofl,  like  other  tranflations,  much  of  the 
fpirit  of  the  original.  The  place  this  lady  holds 
at  court  anfwers  to  our  miftrefs  of  the  robes ; 
the  Duke's  place  to  that  of  high  chamberlain. 
She,    in  perfon    and  fenfe,  puts   me  in   mind   of 

the  Dowager  Councefs  of  T e,  is  about  her 

age  and  height,  and  has  certainly  been  a  charm- 
ing woman  ;  we  have  rec^iived  from  her  a  mod 
obliging  invitation  to  Cajferta^  whither  the  court 
will  foon  remove.  We  have  been  to  the  opera, 
which  is  very  fine,  (bur  I  fl-iall  mention  it  more 
particularly  in  another  place)  in  Monfieur  Pig- 
niatelli's  box,  where  we  were  introduced  by  his 
family  to  feveral  people.  The  French  Ambaf- 
fador,  Monfieur  de  Choifeul,  has  alfo  been  to  fee 
tis  •,  ^Ye  have  invitations  from  him  to  an  afiembly 
at  his  palace,  alfo  to  dine,  ^c.  and  a  key  to  his 
box  at  the  opera,  which  he  politely  offered  me. 
We  have  returned  our  vifits,  and  have  been  in- 
troduced to  feveral  other  families,  amongft  which 
are  the  following :  the  Princefs  Giracci  Grimaldt, 
a  Genoefe ;  the  Princefs  Potera  and  all  her  fa- 
mily, called  the  Monte  Lecnis,  they  are  Sicili- 
ans •,  the  Marchefe  Trevico  and  her  daughter, 
who  is  m.arried  to  a  grandee  of  Spain  with  fo  hard 
a  name  that  I  cannot  recollect  it ;  the  Dutchefs  of 
Palma,  the  Tannucci  family,  he  is  firfl:  minifter ; 
and,  in  Ihort,  to  lb  many  more,  that  I  muft 
make  a  lift  of  them,  for  their  very  names  are 
moft  difficult  to  remember.  I  fear  our  acquaint- 
ance will  increafe,  fo  as  to  become  an  impedi- 
ment 
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ment  to  our  pnrfuit  and  examination  of  thofe  ob- 
jedis  which  enrich  Naples  and  its  neighbourhood. 
Though  thefe  foreigners  feem  to  vie  \vi:h  each 
other  in  hofpitaHty  and  politenefs,  yet  we  were 
extremely  pleafed  to  find  a  great  many  Englifli 
here.  At  Mrs.  Hamilton's  afiembly,  before  the 
Italians  came  in,  I  could  have  fancied  myfelf  at 
an  affembly  in  London.  I  fhall  give  you  here  a 
a  lift  of  them.  »»*********«** 
On  being  introduced  into  the  drawing-room,  I 
was   furprifed   at   the   appearance  of  two  Englifh 

ladies,    (Mrs.   H and    Lady    H )    who 

were  drelTed  as  they  would  have  been  for  a  court- 
day  at  St.  James's :  it  appeared,  that  though 
they  had  not  been  at  St.  James's,  they  had  been 
at  SL  Carlos* s  ;  in  Iliort,  they  had  been  jufl 
prefented  at  court ;  and  I  found  I  had  come  a 
day  too  late,  as  the  ceremony  of  prefenting  was 
not  to  be  repeated  till  after  the  return  of  the 
court  from  CalTerta,  that  morning  being  the  laft 
court-dav  *  **  **  *********** 
You  fee,  by  what  I  have  told  you,  the  prefenting 
muft  be  done  at  CafTerta,  however  uncuftomary, 
the  eiiqueUes,  &c.  here  demand  it*,  and  the 
Dutchefs  of  Termoli,  the  Tannucci  family,  and 
_  Pigniatelli's  muft  certainly  be  proper  judges.  I 
Ihall  not  clofe  this  letter  till  I  have  made  it  more 
interefting  to  you,  as  I  am  lure  you  wifti  to  know 
how  we  live,  and  with  whom,  as  well  as  what  we 
fee, 

Jan.   1 8.     With   the  utmoft  joy  we   have  re- 
ceived a  pacquet  of  letters  from  you.     [Here  fol- 
lows 
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lows  part  of  this  letter,  which,  as  It  relates  en- 
tirely to  family  affairs,  is  omitted ;  alfo  fome 
anecdotes,  not  thought  proper  for  public  pe- 
rufal.] 

We  are  not  likely  to  pafs  our  time  in  a  ftupid 
and  uninterelling  manner,  as  we  have  a  choice  of 
feveral  boxes  at  the  opera,  the  Dutchefs  of  Ter- 
moli's,  the  Princefs  Piedimonti's,  and  the  Dutch- 
efs of  Palma's,  befides  thofe  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. As  to  engagements,  they  are  fo  nume- 
rous, and  for  fuch  a  time  to  come,  that  I  know 
not  how  we  Ihall  contrive  to  fulfil  them.  Mrs. 
Hamilton's  Mufical  AfTembly,  which  fhe  gives 
once  a  week,  is  rendered  perfe6t  by  her  elegant 
talle  and  fine  performance;  it  is  called  an  Acca- 
demia  di  Mujica  \  and  I  fuppofe  no  country  can 
produce  a  more  complete  band  of  excellent  per- 
formers. I  am  forry  this  foolifn  affair  concerning 
prefenting  at  Cafferta,  trifling  as  it  is,  fhould  have 
occafioned  fo  much  converfation  here,  and,  till  it 
was  fettled  by  the  Queen  herfelf,  was  very  tire- 
fome. — Ail  being  at  length  adjufted,  the  Queen 
will  have  me  prefented  to  her  the  firft  Fete  day  at 
CalTerta ;  when  that  is  over,  you  fhall  hear  all 
about  it. 

We  are  mofl  agreeably  fituated,  having  a 
charming  profped  from  our  windows,  as  v/ell  as 
a  fide-vievv  of  the  King's  palace  (a  very  fine 
building)  and  a  triumphal  arch,  through  which 
we  catch  a  beautiful  glimpfe  of  the  fea.  On  the 
oppofite  fide,  the   left,  is  a  great  church,  and  in 

front 
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front  the  magnificent  theatre  of  St.  Carlo,  which' 
has  a  communication  with  the  royal  palace.     The 
ftreet  we  live  in  is  called  Strada  di  'Toledo^  it  is 
extremely  broad  j  we  lee  along  it  till  the  perpec- 
tive  almoil  meets. 

The  mount  Vefuvius  bounds  our  view;  and 
this  mountain  is  a  great  amufement  to  me  at 
night :  I  never  go  to  bed  without  watching  and 
bidding  it  adieu  from  my  window.  It  bellows  like 
diftant  thunder,  and  then  throws  out  flames  and 
red-hot  ftones  with  lava-,  the  appearance  alto- 
gether is  like  that  of  a  prodigious  fire-work  ;  the 
fire  is  feldom  vifible  by  day,  but  a  thick  fmoke 
always  rifes  from  its  top. 

The  weather  is  fo  warm,  we  fit  with  the  win- 
j  dows  opcD.  All  the  flowers  of  the  Ipring  are  here 
now  in  the  greateft  abundance,  fuch  as  jonquils 
of  various  forts,  anemones,  carnations ;  rofes  are 
juft  come  into  feafon,  and  fold  for  a  bajocha,  (or 
half-penny)  each. 

I  have  already  begun  to  pick  up  fome  curious 
things,  which  I  am  fure  will  meet  your  appro- 
bation, and  am  in  a  fair  way  to  have  feveral 
more,  although  at  prefent  difficult  to  be  pro- 
cured, comparatively  with  v/hat  they  were  when 
Mr,  Hamilton  made  his  colledion.  We  are  en- 
deavouring to  attain  all  the  knowledge  we  can 
from  the  moft  ingenious  people  here,  and  from 
books,  in  order  to  render  ourfelves,  in  fome  de- 
gree, worthy  the  infpeflion  of  the  cabinet  of  Por- 
tici  and  the  town  of  Pompeia,  on  which  account 

v/e 
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wc  have  feldom  been  out  as  yet  till  after  dinner, 
as  I  hope  by  my  induilry  to  be  able  loon  to  ac- 
company M =  in  the  refearches  after  antiquity, 

without  being  an  interruption  to  him.  Judge 
yourfelf  of  the  merits  of  the  curiofities  contained 
in  the  cabinet  of  Portici,  when  I  affure  you,  upon 
the  bed  information,  that  many  of  the  articles 
of  that  depofitary  were  held  in  the  higheft  efteem 
by  the  Romans  themfelves  in  the  Auguftan  age ; 
thefe  I  prefiime  muft  be  Etrufcan,  Egyptian,  and 
Grecian  rareties  and  antiques.  Adieu  for  the 
prefent,  for  I  will  not  defer  fending  this  letter  to 
another  opportunity,  left  you  fhould  be  uneafy, 
the  diftance  between  us  being  now  fo  conliderably 
increafed.  My  next  fhall  be  more  entertaining. 
I  am,  as  ever,  (^c. 


LETTER    XXXV. 

Jan.  the  25th. 

HAVE  been  fo  much  engaged  lately,  that  I 
am  quite  weary  with  amufements.  We  have 
been  at  a  Fete,  given  by  the  Princefs  Potera  to^ 
about  two  hundred  people.  Their  palace  is  fpa- 
cious,  confequently  its  grand  apartment  fuffici- 
ently  large  for  the  accommodation  of  fo  many 
guells.  Every  thing  was  conduced  with  the 
greateft  order.  The  company  a  feleftion  from 
amongft  the  principal  nobility  of  Naples.  Moft  of 
the  Englifi   frrangers  were  of  it  alfo.     One  room 

was 
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was  for  the  ball,  another  for  cards,  a  third  for 
refrefhments,  a  fourth  for  fupper,  befides  the 
antichambers  leading  to  thefe  four,  which  were 
brilliantly  illuminated  and  lined  with  attendants. 
Englifli  country-dances  lafted  aimoll  the  whole 
evening,  and  but  few  minuets,  none  bur  thofe 
who  excelled  attempting  to  perform.  How  hap- 
py would  it  be  for  the  fitters-by,  if  this  rule  was 
a  Perfian  and  Medean  law  at  certain  balls  in 
England.  The  fupper  was  very  agreeably  ma- 
naged, in  my  opinion ;  it  was  ready  at  twelve, 
and  any  party  that  chofe  it  went  together  and  par- 
took of  it ;  it  was  then  removed,  and  the  table 
covered  again,  and  the  like  repeated  till  three  in 
the  morning.  This  family  piopofe  giving  the 
fame  fort  of  Fete  once  every  week  during  the  Car' 
nival.  The  moft  amiable  manners  adorn  each 
individual  of  their  princely  houfe.  The  young 
PrincepeJJina,  their  daughter,  is  handfome  and  well- 
bred  enough  to  grace  a  Britilh  drawing-room. 

We  have  alfo  been  at  the  Princefs  Giracci\  af- 
femblies,  which  are  extremely  elegant,  and  the 
company  as  numerous  as  at  any  in  London. 
Thofe  we  know  live  fo  much  in  the  fame  ftyle  and 
the  fame  fociety,  that  by  defcribing  one  you  may 
form  a  judgment  of  all  the  others  ;  fo  I  fnall  pro- 
ceed to  give  you  the  hiftory  of  our  day  at  Caf- 
ferta.  This  fuperb  palace  is  not  yet  completed, 
but  will  certainly  be  finifhed  in  a  ftiorter  time 
than  is  imagined,  if  they  continue  to  v/ork  upon 
it  as  they  do  at  prefent.     I  fiiall  only  defcribe  to 

Vol.   II.  £  you 
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you  the  apartments  we  faw,  and  the  theatre.' 
We  had  an  invitation  from  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs 
of  Termoli  to  dine  with  them,  and  they  gave  us 
a  magnificent  entertainment,  though  their  houfe 
at  CalTerna  is  but  fmall,  being  one  amongft  many 
other  buildings,  contiguous  to  the  palace,  hired 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  officers  of  the  court, 
until  the  palace,  its  pavilions,  &€.  are  complet- 
ed. They  received  us  in  the  moil  friendly  and 
hofpitable  manner,  much  mortified  at  not  having 
it  in  their  power  to  offer  us  an  apartment  during 
the  time  the  court  fhould  refide  there,  but  were 
themfeh^es  fo  crowded,  as  to  be  obliged  to  have 
double  beds  in  all  their  bedchambers.  At  half 
an  hour  after  five  in  the  afternoon  Mrs.  Hamilton 
called  upon  me  to  go  to  the  theatre  according  to 
acrreement  *  *  *  ************* 
******  jn  confequence  of  a  melTage  from 
the  Qiieen,  I  then  went  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ha- 
milton into  the  box  of  the  prime  minifter,  from 
whence  her  Majeily  fent.  The  Queen  received 
me  moft  gracioufly,  I  may  venture  to  fay  with  a 
courtly  familiarity,  as  if  I  had  had  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  her  before.  Amongft  many  things 
fhe  waspleafcd  to  fay  (a  great  part  of  which  I  did 
not  clearly  underlland,  as  fhe  fpeaks  but  indif- 
ferent French  and  but  little  Italian)  fhe  wifhed 
me  to  tell  her  fincerely  how  I  liked  Italy,  how  I 
liked  France,  and  whether  I  knew  her  fifier  the 
Dauphine,  and  how  I  liked  her ;  the  fame  in- 
quiry in  regard  to  the  Infanta  of  Parma,  another 

of 
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of  her  Majefty's  fitters ;  whether  I  had  been  at 
Vienna,  or  intended  to  go  thither.     The  conclu- 
fion  of  the  converfation    was  many  civil  things, 
and  many  kind  wifhes  for  my  being  pleafed  with 
the  Fetes  of  CafTerta,  where  flie  was  fo  good  as  to 
fay  fhe  hoped  to  fee  me  conftantly  -,  (he  then  de- 
fired  me  to  accompany  her  into  the  pit,  and  to 
dance,  i^c.     The  company  prefent   in  the  box, 
befide  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton,  were  the  Dutchefs 
of  Termoli  and  her  daughter,  the  Tannucci  fa- 
mily,   the   Dutchefs   of  Palma,    the  Prince   St. 
Omaro,  and  fome  lords  of  the  chamber.     The 
Italian  ladies  I  have  mentioned  are  the  principal 
favourites  and  intimates  of  the  Qiieen.     Her  Ma- 
jefty  is  a  beautiful  woman,  fiie  has  the  fined  and 
moll  tranfparent  complexion  I  ever  faw,  her  hair 
is  of  that  gloflTy  light  chefnut  I  fo  much  admire ; 
it  is  by  no  means  red ;  her  eyes  are  large,  bril- 
liant, and  of  a  dark  blue,  her   eyebrows   exadt, 
and   darker  than  her  hair,  her  nofe  inclining  to 
the  aquiline,  her  mouth  fmall,  her  lips  very  red 
(not  of  the  Auftrian  thicknefs)  her  teeth  beauti- 
fully white  and  even,  and    when   fhe  fmiles  fhe 
difcovers  two  dimples,  which  throv/   a  finifhing 
fweetncfs  over  her  whole  countenance  :  her  fhape 
is  perfed  \  fhe  is  jud  plump  enough  not  to  ap- 
pear lean  \  her  neck  is  long,  her  deportment  eafy, 
her  walk  majeftic,  her  attitudes  and  action  grace- 
ful :  (he  is  a  beauty  fo  much  to  my  tafte,  that  I 
mull   fay  no  more   of  her  perfon,  ^c,    left  Ihe 
fhould  fill  up  too  much  of  my  paper. 

E  a  As 
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As  foon  as  her  Majefly,  &c.  were  come  into 
the  pit,  the  Qiieen  immediately  danced  a  minuet, 
and  in  the  higheft  perfe6i:ion ;  both  their  Majefties 
were  drefied  en  Savoiarde,  in  ftuffof  ftriped  fattin. 
Neither  gold,  filver,  jewels,  lace,  or  embroidery 
are  permitted  to  be  worn  at  thele  Fetes:  a  wife 
and  benevolent  regulation. 

At  the  time  I  was  prefenting,  the  Queen  and 
all  the  company  in  the  box  were  unmafked  •,  but 
when  her  Majefty  defcended  into  the  ball-room 
(the  pit)  (he  entered  mafked,  as  did  the  others. 
A  fmall  black  mafk  which  covers  half  the  face  is 
what  every  body  mull  wear. 

There  is  no  precedence  obferved  at  thefe  balls ; 
the  King  and  Queen  go  in  and  out  promifcuoufly, 
which  is  the  reafon  why  the  company  is  not  fo  nu- 
merous as  one  might  expedt  to  find  it.  None  but 
fuch  as  the  Queen  efteems  proper  to  receive  and 
converfe  with  fans  cefemcnie  are  ever  admitted  -, 
and  there  are  many  of  the  Neapolitan  nobility, 
even  to  the  rank  of  dukes,  who  can  only  fee 
the  ball  from  the  upper  boxes.  Do  not  expeft  a 
defcription  of  the  King's  perfon,  fuffice  it  to  fay, 
he  is  not  fo  handfo'me  as  his  Queen,  Any  of  the 
company  may  dance  at  the  fame  time  with  their 
Majefties.  There  are  three  or  four  fets  of  Englifh 
country-dances,  and  when  the  Qiieen  is  tired  of 
them,  minuets  are  danced,  as  many  as  there  is 
room  for  at  the  fame  time.  The  Qiieen  calls 
out  thole  flie  choofes  to  dance  with  ;  (lie  did  M — 
the  honour   to   order  him   more  than  once  that 

night 
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night  to  dance  with  her.  His  Majefty  is  not  fond 
of  this  amufement ;  however,  he  danced  a  coun- 
try-dance in  a  fet  he  commanded,  confiding  of 
men  only,  that  he  might,  I  fuppofe,  dance  as 
high  and  as  violently  as  he  pleafed  ;  but  he  met 
with  one  young  Englifhman  who  was  more  than 

his  match,  Lord  L ,  who  gave  him  fuch  a 

twirl  in  return,  as  both  furprifed  and  pleafed  his 
Majefty. 

I  fhall  next  give  you,  as  well  as  I  am  able,  a 
pifture  of  the  theatre,  before  you  partake  of  our 
fupper. 

The  theatre  is  in  the  palace  •,  it  is  approached 
through  fpacious  courts,  and  then  through  large 
paflages  lined  with  a  double  row  of  guards  under 
arms.  The  plan  is  circular,  the  pro/cemum  ap- 
peared to  us  to  cut  off  about  a  third  from  the  cir- 
cle; the  boxes  are  larger  than  thofe  in  any  other 
I  have  yet  feen  ;  they  are  lined,  gilt,  and  decorat- 
ed with  a  profufion  of  ornaments.  The  gilding 
of  the  decorations  through  the  whole  of  the  theatre 
is  fo  uncommonly  bright,  that  I  think  folid  gold 
of  the  higheft  polifh  could  not  furpafs  it.  The 
friezes,  cornices,  pediments,  ^c.  are  of  a  beau- 
tiful tranfparent  marble,  refembiing  a  mixture 
of  agate  and  oriental  alabafter  -,  the  pillars  fup- 
porting  thefe  ornaments  are  of  the  moft  exact  pro- 
portions and  of  the  fame  materials  *,  the  ft  age  is 
finely  decorated,  and  fo  well  painted  in  perfpec- 
tive,  as  almoft  to  produce  a  deception  ;  the  back 
fcene  being  down,  and  thofe  of  the  fides  repre- 
E  3  fenting 
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fenting  columns,  i^c.   the  appearance  is  that  of 
the  infide  of  a  vaft  faloon.    The  llagc  was  covered 
with  the  muficians  upon  benches,    rifing   pyra- 
midically  one  bench  above  the  other,  the  top  of  the 
pyramid  is  crowned   by  the  kettle-drums.     The 
muficians   are   all   in   a  livery,  their   coats  blue, 
richly  laced,  their  waiftcoats   red,  and  almoft  co- 
vered  with  filver,    fmall    black  hats,  with  long 
fcarlet  feathers  ftuck  upright  in  them  :  large  wax 
candles  are  placed  between,  lb  that  they  form  a 
ftriking  coup- d' ceil  upon  your  entering  the  theatre  : 
the  whole  is  fo  artfully  illuminated,  that  the  effect 
is  equal,  and  feems  as  if  the  light  proceeded  from 
a  brilliant  fun  at  the  top,  T   imagine  this  may  be 
accounted  for  from  the  refiedion   of  the  lights 
by  the  high  poiifhed  marble  pillars  and  other  or- 
naments, into  which  the  light  feems  even  to  pierce. 
The  pit  (which  is  more  like  an  antique  arena)  is 
floored  with    a  compofition   coloured    red,    very 
hard,  and  rather   flippery,    here   it   is  company 
dance.     The   boxes   are  appropriated   to  the  fo- 
reign minifters  and  great  officers  belonging  to  the 
court.     At  twelve,  the  Queen  unmafks,  as  do  all 
the  com.pany  in  the  fame  moment :  they  then  ad- 
journ to  fupper,  thofe  who  happen  to  be  near  the 
door  going  out  firfl,  i^c.    thus  it   may   happen, 
that  their  Majefties  may  be  lad,  fo  completely  is 
all  etiquette  annihilated  here.     When  the  Qiieen 
is   near  the  door,  all  the  courtiers  crowd   about 
her  on  their  knees  to  kifs  her  hands,  which  fhe 
lends  on  each  fide  in  the  moll  gracious  manner. 

After 
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After  mounting  a  (taircafe,   you  enter  feveral 
large    rooms,    hung    in    the    Italian    tafte  with 
crimfon   damafk,  velvet,  &c.  and  amply  illumi- 
nated.    The  chairs  are  placed  all  round  againfl: 
the  walls,  and  the  company  place  themfelves  as 
they  choofe.     Thefe  rooms  were  fo  full,  that  there 
was  a  double  row  of  chairs  fet  back  to  back  down 
the  middle.     Accident  placed  me  exa<5i:ly  oppofite 
the  Queen,  who  took  the  firft  chair  Ihe  found 
empty.     There  are  no  tables  in  any  of  the  rooms  ; 
but  every  perfon  being  feated,  the  fupper  is  ferved 
thus  :  The  beil  looking  foldiers,  chofen  from  the 
King's  guards,  carry    about  the   fupper  with  as 
much  order,  regularity,  and   gravity,   as  if  they 
were  performing  a  military  manceuvre.     Firft  ap- 
pears a  foldicr  bearing  a  large  bafket  with   nap- 
kins, followed  by  a  page,  who  unfolds  and  fpreads 
them  on  the  lap  of  each  of  the  company  as  they 
happen  to  fit  -,  but  when  it  comes  to  the  Qiiecn's 
turn  to  be  ferved,  a  lord  of  the  court  prefents  her 
lVIajefty*s  napkin.    The  firft  foldier  is  immediately 
followed  by  a  fecond,  bearing  a  bafket  of  filver 
plates ;  another   carries   knives  and  forks  ;    then 
follows  a  fourth,  with  a  great  fattce^  compofed  of 
macaroni,  cheefe,  and  butter-,  he  is  accompanied 
by  an  eaiyer  trenchant  (or  carver),  armed  with  a 
knife  a  foot  long  in  the  blade,  who  cuts  the  pie, 
and  lays  a  large  fiice  on  the  plate  (v/hich  has  been 
placed  on  the  lap  of  each  of  the  company);  then 
a  fifth  folder,  with  an  empty  bafls.et,  takes  away 
the  dirty  plates :  others  fucceed  in  the  fame  order, 
E  4  carrying 
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carrying  wines,  iced  water,  cfr.  •,  the  drinkables 
are  ferved  between  each  procefiion  of  eatables^  the 
reft  of  the  fupper  confifted  of  various  dilbes  of 
fifli,  ragouts,  game,  fried  and  baked  nrreats,  pe- 
rigord-pies,  boars-heads,  ^c.  The  defert  was 
formed  into  pyramids,  and  carried  round  in  the 
fame  manner  ;  ic  confifted  of  iweetmeats,  bifcuits, 
iced-chocolate,  and  a  great  variety  of  iced-fruits, 
creams,  ^c.  The  Qiieen  eat  of  two  things  only, 
which  were  prepared  particularly  for  her  by  her 
German  cooks;  (lie  did  me  the  fingular  honour  to 
fend  me  fome  of  each  difti. 

As  foon  as  the  Qiieen  perceived  that  all  the 
company  had  Tupped,  (he  arofe,  and  proceeded 
to  the  coffee-room,  as  did  thofb  of  the  company 
who  chofe  coffee.  This  room  is  furnilhed  like 
the  coffee-houfes  of  Paris  precifely*,  the  walls  co- 
vered with  ftaelves,  on  which  are  placed  all  kinds 
of  liqueurs  and  Greek  wines.  Here  are  tables, 
behind  which  ftand  young  men  in  white  waiftcoats 
and  caps,  who  make  and  ferve  the  coffee  and 
other  refrefnments,  of  which  there  is  a  profufion. 
— T  he  Qiieen  was  moft  gracious  to  me,  and  dif- 
trcfled  me  by  her  goodnefs:  for  there  being  a  great 
crowcj,  and  finding  a  chair  empty,  I  fat  down 
upon  it,  when  turning  my  head,  1  perceived  her 
Majelly  clofe  to  me ;  I  arofe  •,  fhe  took  hold  of 
me  and  obliged  me  to  fit  down ;  and  having  a 
difh  of  coffee  in  my  hand,  it  was  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty  1  could  prevent  the  contents  of  it  from 
failing  upon  her  clothes.— I  have  often  obferved 
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that  Princes  are  exceedingly  fudden  in  their  mo- 
tions. She  was  fo  gracious  as  to  commence  a 
converfation  -,  but  quickly  perceived  how  much 
fhe  embarralled  me  by  her  commands,  as  I  was 
fitting  and  her  Majefty  Handing  clofe  to  me,  ihe 
moft  kindly  relieved  me,  by  giving  me  an  op- 
portunity of  ridng,  pretending  flie  wanted  fome- 
thing. 

The  ball  lafted  till  feven  in  the  morning  5  we 
quitted  it  at  four,  being  much  fiitigued  with  danc- 
ing. I  was  determined  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  Italian  ladies  in  one  inftance,  that  ofdriniv- 
ing  iced  water  and  iced  lemonade  when  much 
heated  :  and  what  is  furprifing,  fo  far  from  feel- 
ing any  bad  effefb,  I  found  myfelf  confiderably 
relieved  from  my  fatigue,  and  not  the  leall  chil- 
linefs  fucceeded.  We  returned  back  to  Naples 
without  any  accident,  and  llept  profoundly  for 
ten  hours.  We  are  invited  to  a  gra?id  Bal  Parec 
at  the  French  ambafiador's,  Monf.  de  Choifeufs, 
and  to  a  fecond,  at  the  Princefs  Potero's. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  letter  when  I  have  in- 
formed you  that  this  city  is  famous  for  a  manu- 
fadure  in  tortoife-fhell,  which  they  inlay  curi- 
oufly  with  gold,  and  are  very  ingenious  at  repre- 
fenting  any  obje6l  you  choofc.  1  have  had  a  comb 
made  for  my  chignion  incrufted  with  gold,  to 
imitate  an  Etrufcan  border,  copied  from  an  an- 
tique vafe,  which  is  fo  well  done,  that  we  have 
befpoke  feveral  other  articles :  you  are  not  for- 
got; 
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got  i  I  fhall  fend  you  *  *  *  *  by  the  firfl  oppor- 
tunity, with  fome  other  trifles. 

I  believe  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  no  gold 
or  fiiver  fluffs,  jewels,  or  lace,  are  permitted  to 
be  worn  at  the  Fetes  of  CafTerta.  If  I  have  al- 
ready faid  it,  I  am  forry  to  repeat ;  but  I  am  fo 
tired  of  my  own  letter,  that  I  cannot  read  it  over 
again ;  therefore  excufe  my  double  information, 
if  fuch  it  is,  and  adieu,  l^c. 

Jan.  28,  1771. 
Though  I  had  concluded  my  letter,  I  have  yet 
fomething  to  add  concerning  the  Feies  at  CafTerta : 
there  are  fuch  precautions  taken  by  the  court  to 
prevent  improper  people  gaining  admittance,  that 
the  tickets  have  the  royal  arms  engraved  on  them, 
and  fome  private  marks,  alfo  the  perfon's  name 
they  are  to  admit  wrote  on  them  ;  and  thefe  tickets 
are  received  at  the  pit  door  by  the  lord  of  the 
court  who  happens  to  be  in  waiting  during  thefe 
Fetes. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXXVI. 


Feb.  9th,   1771. 

IS  I  T  down  to  write  you  a  long  epiftle,  having 
received  your  laft,  which  I  ought  to  have  had 
fooner ;  but  the  arrival  of  the  pofts  are  here  ex- 
tremely uncertain ;  that  from  France  comes  fome- 
times  by  fea,  fometimes  by  land,  fo  that  you  can- 
not know  when  to  expedl  it  with  any  degree  of 
certaintv      *      *      ^^^'^^'^'^^^ 

In  return  for  the  horrible  murder  of  which  you 
give  an  account,  I  fend  you  another,  which  hap- 
pened juft:  at  the  door  of  this  houfe  two  nights 
lince.  About  feven  in  the  evening  (when  un- 
luckily we  were  at  home)  we  heard  a  fort  of  con- 
fufed  noife,  which  though  not  loud,  alarmed  me. 
I  rung  and  called,  at  length  fome  of  the  fervants 
came  to  me.  They  faid,  the  noife  I  had  heard, 
proceed  from  a  little  buftle  in  the  ftreet — A  man 
who  fold  lemonade  and  iced  water  to  the  Laz- 
zeroni,  and  who  kept  a  ftall  jud  by  the  door, 
having  had  fome  difpute  with  his  younger  bro- 
ther, had  ftabbed  him  with  a  knife,  of  which  he 
inftantly  expired.  The  murdered  lad  was  only 
fifteen  years  old  :  the  murderer  immediately  ab- 
fconded,  none  interpofed  to  prevent  either  the 
murder  or  the  efcape.  The  body  remained  in  the 
flail  till  the  next  day,  when  it  was  removed.  Our 
lioftefs  fent  the  mother  of  thefe  fons  a  regale  of 
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maccaroni  fonp  and  a  pot  of  chocolate,  by  way  of 
confolation  for  her  lofs ;  and  I  fuppofe  flie  was 
comforted,  as  the  affair  made  no  noife,  nor  have 
we  been  able  to  learn  that  any  thing  has  been 
done  in  it  Gnce.  Thefe  poor  people's  lives  and 
prefervation  would  be  a  very  dull  and  vulgar 
topic  of  converfation  for  the  polite  noblcjfe  of  this 
country.  What  a  country  is  England,  where 
neither  maccaroni  foup  or  chocolate  would  fuffice 
to  comfort  a  widowed  mother  for  the  lofs  of  a 
fon  !  There  would  be  no  time  for  the  Siefta^  nor 
for  gallafitry,  were  the  murders  of  Lazzeronis  and 
fuch  fort  of  people  to  intrude  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Neapolitan  public. 

There  is  here  a  public  entertainment  for  the 
people,  which  the  Great  condefcend  to  behold 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  pleafure ;  it  is  called  the 
Cocagna.  Cocagna  :  I  prefume  the  Venatio  di-reptionis,  men- 
tioned by  Kennet  in  his  Antiquities,  is  the  origin 
of  this  amufement.  This  fport  is  continued  once 
a-week  during  the  Carnival  Oppofite  the  pa- 
lace, a  building  of  wood  is  eredled,  the  greater 
part  of  which  is  covered  over  v/ith  different  ar- 
ticles of  provifion  ;  the  fcenery  is  varied  every 
week  ;  the  defcription  of  one  will  give  you  a  fuf- 
ficient  idea  of  the  others. — A  hill  appears  exaflly 
oppofite  the  palace,  from  the  center  of  which 
burfts  forth  a  fountain,  and  falls  into  a  bafon  at 
its  foot ;  the  bafe  reprefents  incruftations  of  rocks 
and  fheils  like  grotto-work  ;  fuch  is  the  appearance 
from  the  windows  of  the  palace ;  but  this  grotto, 
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wofk  is  compofed  of  nothing  elfe  than  dried  fiifh 
varnifhed  and  gilt,  and  intermixed  with  loaves  of 
bread  fo  well  placed  as  to  deceive  the  eye.  On 
the  fides  of  the  hill  (which  is  covered  with  green 
boughs),  appear  living  lambs  ornamented  with 
ribands  and  artificial  flowers-,  in  another  part 
are  calves  and  feme  oxen :  amongfl:  the  boughs 
geefe  and  pigeons  nailed  faft  by  the  wings.  On 
'the  top  ftands  a  figure  of  Apollo  playing  on  the 
lyre. — Formerly  all  the  creatures  were  hung  up 
alive,  and  tied  faft  to  the  wood-  work  ;  but  now, 
by  this  amiable  Qiieen's  particular  command,  the 
oxen  are  killed  before  the  fport  begins.  The 
guards  are  drawn  out  retind  this  artificial  hill  to 
prevent  mifchief  j  and  at  a  fignal  given,  the  mob 
fall  on,  deftroy  the  building,  carry  off  whatever 
they  can  lay  hold  of,  and  fight  with  each  other, 
in  great  violence  and  animofity.  The  court  are 
frequently  in  the  balconies  of  the  palace,  with 
moft  of  the  nobility  of  Naples,  to  fee  the  Cocagna. 
"When  the  Queen  firll  faw  this  barbarous  amule- 
ment,  fhe  was  (hocked  at  the  cruelty  of  tearing 
the  wretched  animals  to  pieces,  whofe  cries  pierced 
the  palace,  and  commanded,  as  I  have  already 
faid,  that  the  cattle  (hould  not  be  expofed  alive 
to  the  brutality  of  the  populace  j  but  the  lambs, 
geefe,  pigeons,  and  fome  othtr  poor  birds,  fall  a 
living  facrifice  to  their  ferocity  :  they  tear  them 
away  unfeelingly  from  their  faftenings  fo  as  often 
to  leave  their  wings  behind.  We  have  been  to  fee 
this  fight,  as  you  know  grangers  fliould  not  ne- 
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glefl  any  opportunity  of  attending  upon  what- 
ever is  new  to  them  ;  and  we  faw  it  in  the  mod 
complete  manner,  being  permitted  to  occupy  one 
of  the  royal  balconies.  In  the  midft  of  the  riot 
and  confufion,  a  Lazzeroni  dropped,  and  was  car- 
ried off  by  his  comrades  •,  he  had  received  a  ftab 
in  the  bread  by  a  knife  from  one  of  his  brethren, 
who  difputed  with  him  fomewhat  taken  off  from 
the  Cocagna.  As  fuch  events  are  common  upon 
this  occafion,  no  notice  was  taken  of  itj  but  the 
man  died  on  the  fpot. 

This  amufement  was  fo  far  from  proving  fuch 
to  us,  that  I  believe  our  curiofity  will  never  again 
induce  us  to  partake  of  it :  for  my  part,  I  was 
fo  fick  in  the  ftomach,  that  all  eatables  went  ex- 
ceedingly againlt  me ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty 
that  I  could  fit  down  to  table  at  my  return. 

Were  it  poflible  to  be  infenfibie  to  the  cruelty 
conne6led  with  this  Feie,  the  ingenuity  of  the  con- 
trivance and  workmanfhip  with  which  the  Cocagna, 
&€,  is  conftrufted,  would  excite  admiration.  A 
great  deal  of  tafte  is  difplayed  in  varying  the  fcenc 
every  week.  The  architedls  are  no  other  than 
the  Lazzeroni  themfelves  :  fometimes  they  repre- 
fent  Mount  ParnalTus,  at  other  times  Orpheus 
charming  the  brutes  by  his  harmony,  varying 
thefe  by  reprefentations  of  other  fables  taken  from 
the  heathen  mythology.  It  is  furprifing  how 
thefe  poor  people  can  have  acquired  any  know- 
ledge of  this  nature. 

I  Since 


C     ^3     ] 

j      Since  I  wrote  laft  we  have  feen  the  cabinet  of 
i  Portici,  or  Mufeum,  Pompeia,  and  what  remains 
!  open  of  Herculaneum.     Pompeia  is  ficuared  eaft  ^°^^^^^* 
of  Naples ;  the  road  lies  along  the  fea-coaft,  and  thither. 
i. is  extremely  good  ;   the  country  the  whole  way  is 
rich   and   well   cultivated.      We  palTed  through 
two  villages,  one  is  called  Safi  Giova'iu  Teducio, 
the   other   Pieira    Bianca.      The   diftance   from 
Naples  to  Portici  is  fix  miles,   it  is  a  large  village,  Porticl. 
and  well  built,  its  palace   was  ereded   by   Don 
Carlos. 

Was  there  nothing  befide  the  Cabinet  of  Por- 
tici and  Pompeia  worth  feeing  in  Italy,  I  think 
they  would  greatly  overpay  the  traveller  for  all 
the  inconveniencies  he  mull  have  fuffered  from 
bad  roads,  inns,  ^c.  if  (lill  more  miferable  than 
what  we  have  experienced,  and  that  that  fuppo- 
fition  was  within  the  limits  of  pofiibility. 

Befides  the  theatre,  little  remains  open  of  Her- 
culaneum at  prefent.  To  fave  the  expcnce  of 
moving  the  earth  or  lava  to  a  diftance,  when  they 
had  made  an  excavation,  and  coUeded  whatever 
they  could  find  that  was  curious,  they  opened 
another  quarter,  filling  up  the  firlt  with  its  rub- 
bifh,  and  fo  on  :  all  thefe  curiofities  were  depofited 
as  foon  as  found  in  the  Cabinet  of  Portici. 

The   Cabinet  of  Portici,  as  it  is  here  called,  Cabinet 
joins  on  to  the  palace,   and  is  properly  fpeaking,  °^  P^i'^ci. 
part  of  that  building.     It  contains  feveral  rooms 
filled  with  antiquities.     There  is  a  work  publifhed 
by  order  of  government,  which  is  already  i^creaf- 
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ed  to  feven  or  eight  large  folio  volumes,  embel- 
liflied  with  engravings  rcprefenting  the  various 
articles  in  tliis  colledion ;  but  it  is  not  yet  near 
completed,  on  which  account  no  perfon  who  vi- 
lits  this  cabinet  is  permitted  to  take  any  fl-cetchjj 
note,  or  memorandum  upon  the  fpot ;  fome  few 
things,  however,  from  memory  I  (hall  mention 
in  this  letter.  As  to  the  above  voluminous  work, 
I  have  not  time  to  examine  it  minutely  •,  but  hope 
when  we  fliall  be  returned  home,  and  that  it  ia 
completed,  for  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  it 
at  leifure. 

To  give  you  fome  idea  of  this  valuable  col- 
letftion,   I   fhall    mention   what   appeared  to   me 
moll  interefling,  as  they  occur  to  my  memory. 
Palace.  The  palace  of  Portici  cannot  boail  of  beautiful 

architedure.     On  entering  the  vefiibule,   the  an- 
tique equeftrian  flatue  of  Marcus  Nonius  Balbus 
the   fon  is   placed  on   the  right,   within  a  great 
glazed   cafe.     Balbus   appears    by  this   ftatue  to 
have  been  about  ten  years  old;  his  head  is  un-i 
covered,  and  his  hair  quite  fiiort ;   he   is  habited  i 
in  a  cuirafs,   under  which  appears  a  thin  garment! 
reaching    half   way    down   the   thighs-,    his  arms' 
are  almoft  naked,  though  a  fhort  kind  of  mantle 
faftened  to  his  left  fhoulder  flows  downwards,   but 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  cover  them.     On  his 
legs  are  a  fort  of  fandals   reachinor  to  the  ancles ; 
his  right  arm  is  raifed  to  his  head,  and  in  the 
left   he  holds  the   bridle,    which   is  remarkably 
Ihort.     The  horfe  is  without  faddle  or  Ilirrup ; 
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he  (lands  upon  three  legs,  the  fourth  being  raifed 
very  high  •,  and  though  he  does  not  feem  fuffi- 
ciently  in  movement,  yet  altogether  it  is  a  very 
fine  equeflrian  ftatue.  The  infcription  is  M. 
Nonio.  M.  F.  Balbo.  P.  R.  Pro.  Cos.  Hercu- 
lanenfes. 

Oppofite  to  this  is  placed  another  equeftrian 
ftatue  of  Marcus  Nonius  Balbus  the  father  •,  ef- 
teemed  as  fine  an  antique  as  the  other,  but  is  not 
in  fuch  high  prefervation  ;  the  head  and  one  of 
the  hands  are  fupplied,  the  originals  not  having 
been  recovered  from  amongft  the  rubbifh.  The 
infcription  is  as  follows  :  M.  Nonio.  M.  F.  Bal- 
bo. Patri  D.  D.  Thefe  ftatues  were  found  in  the 
forum  at  Herculaneum. 

The  cupola  of  the  ftaircafe  of  this  palace  is 
fo  well  painted  by  one  Vincenzo  Re,  that  it  de- 
ceives the  eye ;  but  I  fhall  defer  the  defcription 
of  the  habitable  part  of  it  for  the  prefent,  and 
mention  only  that  wing  which  is  the  refervoir  of 
the  remains  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeia. 

Amongft  the  antique  marbles,  the  figures  of^binet. 
animals,  as  well  the  fabulous  as  thofe  after  na- 
ture, are  many  of  them  finely  done;  they  were 
ufed  to  convey  water  into  the  baths ;  and  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  humour  exprefied  in  their  coun- 
tenances, particularly  in  thofe  of  the  chimeras, 
bafilifks,  iyc.  An  elegant  ilatue  of  Diana,  in 
white  marble,  draped  after  the  purple  gowns 
worn  by  the  Roman  ladies  of  antiquity  ;  the  gar- 
ment is  edged   with   a   lace  exaitly   reprefencing 
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point;  it  is  about  an  inch  and  an  half  broad,  and  has 
been  painted  purple  and  gilt,  great  part  of  which 
ftill  remains.  The  ftatues,  biiftos,  bas  reliefs  in 
in  bronze  (which  are  very  numerous)  are  of  fuch 
exquifite  workmanfliip,  that  I  do  not  think  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  moft  able  artift  of  this  day  to 
execute  reprefentations  in  metal  of  any  kind  that 
can  rival  or  even  bear  a  competition  with  many 
of  them.  I  fhall  begin  with  the  ftatues  in  bronze, 
of  which  I  wifh  you  to  obferve,  that  I  mention 
but  a  very  few  of  the  many  that  demand  the  moft: 
accurate  attention  of  the  curious  traveller. 

Drufus  and  Livia,  large  as  life,  found  in  the 
theatre  at  Herculaneum  ;  he  is  draped  in  his 
confular  drefs,  a  large  ring  in  intaglio,  the  con- 
fular  fio;net  on  his  third  finger.  Livia  has  a  rins; 
on  the  firft  joint  of  her  fore-finger  (as  now  worn 
at  Naples) ;  thefe  ftatues  are  finely  executed. 

A  Mercury,  large  as  life.  Another  Mer- 
cury and  two  wreftlers  running  againft  each  other. 

The  Drunken  Fawn  (in  bronze)  large  as  life, 
reclined  upon  a  (kin  of  wine.  Eleven  fuch  were 
found  in  the  theatre  at  Herculaneum,  but  have 
been  melted  down  and  coined  into  fmall  money 
by  order  of  government.  Many  other  antiques 
of  more  valuable  metals,  raked  out  of  Hercu- 
laneum, Pompeia,  and  Stabia,  have  been  appro- 
priated to  the  like  purpofe. 

In  the  Gallery,  or  chamber  of  buftos  of  phi- 
lofophers  and  illuftrious  perfons,  whole  identity 
has  for  the  tnoft  part  been  afcertained  by  compar- 
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ing  them  with  medals,  coins,  bas  reliefs,  &c, 
amongft  many  of  great  merit,  the  immortal  Plato 
is  one  of  the  moft  ftriking :  the  ingenuity  of  the 
fculptor,  in  the  various  curls  and  natural  wreath- 
ings  of  his  hair  and  beard,   is  wonderful. 

Scipio  Africanus  expreffes  in  his  countenance 
the  utmoft  dignity,  fenfe,  and  affability. 

A  Socrates  fpeaking:  fo  very  natural,  as  to 
furprife  ratlier  too  much. 

An  Alexander ;  the  features  and  caft  of  his 
countenance  ftrongly  refemble  that  at  Florence : 
the  exprefllon  is  that  of  doubt,  or  anxiety  of 
mind ;  as  if  big  v/ith  fome  arduous  enterprife  i 
but  he  does  not  appear  to  fuffer  bodily  pain, 

A  young  Nero,  in  marble,  of  great  beauty, 

A  fine  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  in  bronze. 

A  beautiful  wreftler,  in  the  fame  metal,  crown- 
ed with  laurel :  this  llatue  breathes  true  bravery  ; 
not  a  line  of  cruelty  or  revenge  in  the  features, 
but  a  modefl,  amiable  countenance,  without 
pride,  or  confcioufnefs  of  fuperior  merit. 

All  the  rooms  (about  ten  in  number)  are  paved 
with  antique  mofaic,  exadlly  as  they  found  their 
prefent  floors  at  Herculaneum  ;  thefe  rooms  being 
conftru6led  of  fimilar  dimenfions  for  their  re- 
ception, and  no  two  of  them  are  of  the  fame 
pattern.  The  ^ /'j^r^f  borders  encompafs  every 
different  floor,  and  are  curious  for  their  regularity 
and  linear  intricacy.  Cne  pavement  particularly 
deferves  notice :  it  reprefents  a  Roman  camp, 
forming  an  exaft  fquare:  in  the  middle  of  each 
F  2  fide 
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fide  Is  a  gate  fronting  the  center.  Towers  of 
three  {lories  high,  at  equal  diftances,encompafs  the 
v/hcle  ',  they  are  all  alike  in  fize,  i^c.  except  thofe 
at  the  angles,  which  appear  larger  and  more  con- 
fiderable  than  the  others.  The  feats  for  the  mu- 
ficians  found  in  the  orcheftra  at  Herculaneum 
are  curious,  the  frames  and  legs  being  ilill  per- 
fe6l ;  they  are  of  bronze  and  have  been  gilt ; 
fome  of  the  gilding  ftiil  remains  -,  the  legs  repre- 
fent  two  ferpents  on  each  fide  of  the  (lool,  which 
forming  a  kind  of  a  crofs,  fomewhat  like  tv/o 
S's,  defcribe  the  ferpentine  line  of  beauty,  and 
have  a  mofl:  graceful  effcd.  Here  are  alio  in- 
fcriptions,  fetting  forth  the  names  of  thofe  who 
ufed  the  baths  at  Stabia  -,  as  Licinum,  Fauflinum, 
Vatiam,  \^c.  Amongft  the  utenfils  in  bronze, 
the  fcales  and  weights  dcferve  notice,  for  the  de- 
licacy of  their  workmanfliip.  It  appears  that  the 
weights  commonly  ufed  were  buftos  of  gods  or 
heroes  fufpended  by  a  ring.  The  fcales  are  of 
various  fizes,  befides  a  great  many  inftruments 
for  weighing,  like  thofe  called  in  England  fteel- 
yards ;  to  which  the  v/eights  refembling  human 
fio-ures  feem  to  have  belonged.  The  moulds  for 
ices,  and  various  inftruments  for  ornamenting 
paftry,  ^c.  clearly  prove  the  luxury  of  thofe 
limes  10  have  far  exceeded  in  fertility  of  invention 
that  of  our  day  :  a  great  variety  of  ftrainers 
pierced  in  the  mod  curious  manner,  and  which 
are  frequently  found  in  pairs,  one  fitting  into 
the   other ;    but   for   what  ufe   defigned,    is   not 
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cafy  to  determine ;  many  of  them  are  in  filver, 
others  in  bronze.  Flere  are  culinary  iitenfils  of 
ftiore  various  fhapes  and  fizes  than  you  can  find 
in  the  belt  furniflied  modern  kitcheoi 

One  of  thefe  rooms  is  built  and  furnifhed  in 
exa6t  conformity  with  a  kitchen  which  was  dif- 
covered  entire;  ic  contains  a  number  of  articles, 
many  fo  complicated,  that  their  ufe  does  not 
clearly  appear  •,  each  veflel  is  of  bronze,  and  of 
fine  workmanfnip:  upon  che  whole,  it  feenis  in- 
difputable  that  the  ancients  employed  more  re- 
finements in  their  entertainments  than  the  mo- 
derns, and  mull  have  ferved  up  a  much  greater 
variety  of  difhes  than  we  do.  The  drelTcrs,  ftew- 
holes,  flovcs,  boilers,  filh-kettles,  &c.  reiembie 
ours,  though  they  feem  to  have  been  better  con- 
trived. The  lamps  to  light  the  apartments,  and 
the  candelabres  to  luftain  them,  flievv  a  furprifing 
fertility  of  invention  and  execucion  ;  fcarcely  any 
l^wo  lamps  are  alike,  amongfl:  feme  hundreds  of 
them,  Here  are  alio  tunable  bells  of  different 
fizes  for  their  cattle,  refemblins;  thofe  in  Ene- 
land  called  tintanahida  ;  alfo  keys,  letters  to  llamp 
with,  perhaps    to    mark    linen,    ^c.    inftruments 

ijj  [of  agriculture,  chirurgery,  and  mathematics,  i^c. 
jjAnother  article  for  culinary  ufe,  which  would  be 
very  convenient  and  agreeable  in  England  is,  a 
kind  of  portable  kitchen,  which  does  not  exceed 

•jj  the  fize  of  a  commodious  plate- warmer ;  in  the 
center  is  a  vafe  for  water,  under  it  a  furnace  for 
[ire,  with   an  invention  for  broiling  meat  at  the 
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fame  time  that  it  heats  the  water ;  this  vafe 
has  a  double  bottom  and  three  little  fieus,  or 
chimneys,  for  carrying  off  the  fmoke  ;  the  double 
bottom  admits  of  ftevving  any  thing  in  the  man- 
ner called  by  the  French  a  la  hraife.  This 
would  be  a  moft  convenient  machine  for  thofe 
who  like  to  eat  in  parks  or  gardens  :  cups  and 
faucers  in  filver,  of  fuperior  fculpture  to  any  I 
have  ever  feen,  and  refembling  in  make  thofe 
now  ufed  for  tea  and  coffee  j  they  have  handles, 
fo  curioufly  contrived  as  to  balance  them,  and 
prevent  their  overturning,  however  carelefsly 
held  when  full*:  bafkets  for  deferts  in  metal; 
many  velfels  gilt  and  filvered.  I  intended  to  have 
been  fliort  upon  thefe  matters,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  more  extentenfive  objeds  than  domeftic  uten- 
fils,  ISc.  \  but  I  mufl  and  will  tell  you,  that  here 
are  two  loaves  of  bread  entire,  marked  with  thefe 
words,  Segillo  e  Grami,  E.  Cicire  ;  alfo  feveral 
kinds  of  corn,  nuts,  eggs,  almonds,  figs,  dates, 
oil  quite  dry  and  hard ;  jars  of  wine,  which, 
though  black,  hard  and  looking  like  pitch,  ftill 
retain  a  vinous  fragrance  :  they,  are  dated,  and 
marked  Herculaneum.  A  piece  of  purple tftuff 
folded,  which  when  touched, .  falls  to  powder, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  fewing  filk  of  the  lame 
rich  dye.  1  was  cautioned  againft  touching  it  by 
the  perfon  who  ihev/s  the  colieition,  .but  placing 
my  finger  on  it  fuddenly,  it  took  a  fufficient  im- 

*  It  is  though:  the  ancients  ufed  thefe  for  vvarm  water,   which 
they  drank  as  we  do  tea  and  coffee. 
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prefTion  to  prove  the  efFeft  to  be  as  above  men- 
tioned. I  wilhed  to  have  been  permitted  to  rub 
my  finger  (as  a  little  remained  on  it)  upon  a 
piece  of  paper,  juft  to  bring  with  me  an  idea  of 
the  colour :  but  befides  a  fharp,  though  civil 
reprimand,  for  my  curiofity,  he  infifted  peremp- 
torily  on  my  not  carrying  off  an  atom  ;  "  for,'* 
faid  he,  "  it  is  a  curiofity  no  monarch  upon  earth 
can  boaft  the  poffelTion  of,  befides  my  mailer,  the 
King  of  Naples.'* 

The  inftruments  of  mufick  I  particularly  ob- 
ferved  are  the  following  •,  the  feringa,  or  ilute  of 
feveral  tubes,  formed  of  bone,  and  which  you 
frequently  fee  as  the  infignia  in  painting,  if  not 
always,  accompanying  the  god  Pan  and  the 
Satyrs :  the  Croiali  •,  thefe  are  like  bafons,  or 
•deep  faucers  with  broad  brims  •,  they  v/ere  ftruck 
againft  each  other,  and  are  of  brafs.  The  Sif- 
trumy  in  fliape  like  a  horfe-flioe,  cro0ed  by  feveral 
wires  paffing  through  holes,  and  fo  made  as  to 
admit  their  (lipping  from  fide  to  fide  ;  when  this 
initrument  is  waved  by  the  hand,  the  wires  pro- 
duce a  loud  noife  :  the  Tibic^.^  or  double  flute  -, 
this  is  made  of  metal.  I  fuppofe  you  are  ftruck 
with  an  idea  of  the  neceffity  the  ancients  had  for 
more  capacious  mouths  than  the  moderns;  but  I 
conje^lure  there  mufb  have  been  fome  kind  of 
reed,  which  communicated  with  the  ends  of  thefe 
pipes  or  mouth- piece,  through  which  the  breath 
.  might  with  cafe  be  conveyed.  The  tripods,  and 
all  the  inftruments  for  facrifice,  are  of  furprifing 
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execution  and  elegance  ;  their  borders  exceed  the 
goudrcfiee  of  any  plate  I  ever  faw.     In  the  armou- 
ry  are   many  fhields,    iron  boots,  fpears,  i^c.  on 
the  firfl.  are  hitlorical  reprefentations  in  bas  relief.; 
the  fubje<5ls  of  thofe  1  rcinember  are,  Sinon  taken 
prifoner  appearing  before  Priam  j  Caffandra  about 
to  be  alTaffinated ;  Pyrrhus  going  to  kill  Priam  ; 
Helen  reftored  to  Menclaus  -,  Eneas  bearing  An- 
chifes,  Creufa  holds  by  one  of  his  arms,  Acchates 
by  the  other ;  a  Pallas  upon  a  pedeftal  -,  various 
tools,     and    inftruments  of     iron    have  fuffered 
confiderably  by  the  fire  ;    but   the  bronze   is   in 
perfect    prefervation  •,     fifhing-nets    and      hooks 
(of    various    conftru6lion)    ftill   entire,     though 
blackened  ;  dice  loaded,  for  the  purpofes  of  cheat- 
ing,   we   fuppofe  •,    feveral   compafies  of  propor- 
tion ;    a  fmall   ivory  flvull,  admirably  well  done 
and  hollow  within  j    glafs  jars,    like  thofe   now 
ufed  for  pickles  •,  goblets,  phials,  bowls,  a  box  in 
the  form  of  a  book,  containing  what  appears   to 
have  been   an  ointment ;    ink-horns  of   a  cylin- 
drical  fhape  -,    wooden    pens,    one   in  particular 
inclofed  in  a  very  fmall  neat  box  with  a  Aiding 
cover ;  both  box  and  pen  are  made  of  a  brown 
wood    highly    poliflied    and    exquifitely    finiflied. 
The  ink  in  the  cylinders  is  ftill  black,  quite  dry, 
and   fome  cf  it  in  powder  :   tablets  with  hollows 
for  the  wax,  but  thefe  are  empty,    the  ftylus ; 
one   lort  is  pointed   at  one  end   and   flat    at  the 
other,  evidently   to  erafe,  or  rather  fmooth  over, 
fill  up,    or  corred   what   had    been   erroneoufly 
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wrote  with  the  fharp  end  •,  M immediately 

recolleded  a   pafTage  in  Horace  which  explains 

this   life  of  them,   Sape  Jiylum  vertas^  &c. , 

whom  you  frequently  fee,  will  explain  this  to 
you.  Another  fort,  like  a  blunt  chifTel,  feems 
plainly  intended  to  lay  on  the  wax  fmooth  and 
even  :  and  eiui  (entire)  filled  with  thefe  ftylufes  > 
Icoking-glafles  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  plate, 
of  a  white  polifhed  metal,  much  dulled  and 
fullied  probably  by  the  heat  of  the  fire ;  they 
are  mounted  in  filver,  which  is  doubled  down 
round  the  rim  in  angles  or  points,  like  old- 
falhioned  lace:  a  v aft  variety  of  urns,  and  other 
velTels ;  many  of  which  are  of  the  mod  delicate 
earthen  ware,  not  glazed,  but  of  a  texture  and 
colour  fuperior  to  the  old  red  china  tea-pots,  and 
much  thinner  than  Englifii  cards,  or  than  even 
thofe  of  France.  Amongfl  the  veflels  urn-fa- 
ftiioned  are  fome  with  feparations  within,  called 

by  the  ancients,  as  M informs  me,  Glirariay 

and  feem  intended  for  the  feeding  and  fattening; 
of  dormice,  efteemed  by  them  a  great  delicacy  : 
a  fmall  bufto  of  this  earthen  ware  •,  the  nofe 
and  other  features  refemble  the  mafks  for  punch- 
inellos  of  this  day  ;  but  this  bufto  is  the  real 
reprefentation  of  thofe  unfortunate  creatures  who, 
for  the  amufement  of  the  greats  were  tortured  into 
idiots  from  their  earlieft  infancy  ;  the  heads  were 
prefied  or  fqueezed,  until  their  foreheads  became 
narrow,  and  the  fkuU  high  and  rather  pointed 
than  round  j  the  ears  continually  pulled  till  they 
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ftuck  out  from  the  head,  and  fqnared  with  their 
faces ;  the  nofes  underwent  fome  other  torture, 
to  make  them  monftrous ;  the  other  features  are 
proportionably  hideous.  Thus  you  fee  it  was 
once  the  faihion  to  form  fools  for  the  amufement 
of  their  fellow-creatures.  1  hope  this  kind  of 
cruelty  may  never  be  revived  again  in  the  world. 
"What  punifliment  can  be  deviled  adequate  to  the 
crime  of  iraprilbning  a  human  foul,  dillodging 
the  reafon,  deflroying  the  ends  for  which  the 
inlets  to  the  foul,  the  organs,  were  given,  and 
being  the  caufe  of  bringing  into  contempt  our 
fellow-creatures  ?  But  let  me  quit  this  odious 
fubjeft.  I  obferved  a  very  curious  quadrant  en- 
graved on  filver,  in  the  fhape  of  a  ham^ ;  the  tail 
of  the  hog  forms  the  flyle. 

Here  are  medals  in  great  abundance,  and 
fom.e  extremely  rare.  For  many  reafons  I  fnall 
not  mention  more  than  two  of  them,  which  1  am 
informed  .are  indubitable  originals  ;  one  of  Vef- 
pafian,  ftruck  upon  the  occafion  of  the  tak- 
ing of  Jerufalem,  and  a  medallion  of  Auguftus 
in  gold. 

Alfo  feveral  beautiful  Cameos ;  that  which  re- 
prefents  Phaeton  conducing  the  chariot  of  the 
fun,  has  great  merit;  the  ftarting  and  ungovern- 
able movements  of  the  horfes  are  finely  exprelTed  ; 
this  is  a  Sardonyx,  and  as  large  as  a  crown- 
piece,  but  of  an  irregular  fliape.  A  jacinth  let 
in  a  ring-of  gold,  quite  plain,  and  feveral  Intag- 
lios, are  extremely  curious,  both  for  their  work- 
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manfliip  and  devices.  The  famous  Cameo  the 
King  of  Spain  left  here  on  his  quitting  Naples, 
is  of  a  fmaller  fize  than  molt  of  the  other  an- 
tiques •,  it  reprefents  the  face  of  an  old  man  of  a 
grotefque  countenance,  with  a  long  beard,  (I  take 
it  for  a  Silenus)  and  is  highly  finifhed  ;  every 
curl  and  wave  of  the  beard  appear  diitinclly. 
His  Spanifh  Majefty  left  it  in  the  colleftion,  on 
account  of  his  efleeming  it  a  chef  d'ceuvre  of 
antique  workmanOiip,  and  would  not  deprive  the 
cabinet  of  Portici  of  fo  great  a  treafure ;  which 
are  faid  to  be  his  own  words,  when  he  took  it 
off  his  finger,  upon  taking  leave  of  this  ca- 
binet. 

Several  fmall  ftatues  and  bas  reliefs  well  exe- 
cuted in  ivory. 

The  glafs  merits,  for  its  curiofity,  to  be  par- 
ticularly mentioned ;  it  was  not  only  ufed  in 
vefTels  of  various  kinds,  but  alfo  in  windows  for 
panes  j  is  of  different  thicknefies,  and  as  tranf- 
parent  as  that  we  have  at  prefent,  allowing  for  a 
dullnefs  and  incrultation  on  its  fuperficies,  which 
all  glafs  acquires  by  lying  under  ground  any  con- 
fiderable  time,  but  is  clear  where  it  has  been 
recently  broke.  In  the  windows  of  fome  of  the 
principal  houfes  difcovered  at  Pompeia,  panes 
were  found  formed  of  a  foflil,  called  by  the 
French  piere  de  la  hme,  or  gyps ;  this  the  an- 
cients feem  to  have  held  in  higher  eftimation 
than  glafs,  and  it  was  ufed  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofes. 
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Here  arc  in  prefles  a  great  number  of  Deities, 
fuch  as  Lares,  &c,  with  a  confulion  of  allego- 
rical and  fymbolical  in/ignia ;  a  Sella  Curulis  ; 
a  flate  bed,  confecrated  to  the  gods  -,  a  bronze 
altar,  ^c.  feveral  tripods  of  curious  workman- 
fhip  •,  lacrimatores  of  different  fhapes  and  naa- 
terials  ;  a  great  number  of  articles  necefTary  to 
the  toilette,  as  combs  made  of  horn  like  thofe  we 
ufe  j  bodkins  of  bronze  and  ivory  •,  fmall  vafes 
to  hold  perfumes,  and  women's  ornaments  in 
abundance ;  bracelets  of  gold  forming  two  half 
circles,  and  faftenings  to  them  of  the  fame  metal, 
curioufly  contrived;  ear-rings,  chains  for  the 
neck,  let  with  gems  -,  thefc  are  but  coarfely 
executed  •,  fcifTars,  needles,  and  thimbles  •,  and  a 
cafket  which  was  evidently  defigned  to  contain 
materials  for  needle-work.  Here  are  alfo  feveral 
fine  Bitllas  of  gold  ;  Sirigili  in  bronze,  to  fcrape 
the  fweat  off  the  fkin  after  bathing ;  and  many 
articles  in  rock  cryftal,  fuch  as  cffence- bottles, 
lacrimatores^  and  cups. 

Eight  fmall  paintings  on  {lone,  reprefenting 
eight  mufes  -,  they  are  not  well  done  j  one  of 
them  has  by  her  fide  a  fcrinimn^  or  box,  fuppofed 
to  be  ufed  by  the  ancients  to  hold  books,  for 
which  purpofe,  by  this  pidure,  it  feems  to  have 
been  unqueftionably  intended  •,  the  fcroils,  or 
books,  have  labels,  or  fmall  flips  of  paper  faf- 
tened  to  their  edges.  This  reprefentation  is  ef- 
teem'ed  a  great  curiofity. 
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No  room  in  this  cabinet  is  more  interefting 
in  its  appearance  than  the  library ;  in  contains  a 
vaft  aflemblage  of  manufcripts ;  they  are  pretty- 
thick  rolls  ;  mod  of  them  quite  brown,  fome 
black,  and  had  fufFered  fo  much  by  the  fire,  that 
it  was  e'leemed  impofiible  to  unroll  them,  had 
not  an  ingenious  man  Padre  Antcnio  Piaggiy 
invented  a  moil  curious  method  of  opening  them 
by  degrees,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  pofii- 
bility  of  reading  them.  A  fcholar  of  his,  Vicenzio 
Merliy  is  now  at  work  upon  them ;  but  the 
manner  is  fo  laborious  and  tedious,  and  the 
encouragement  fo  fmall,  that  it  is  probable  the 
world  may  v/ait  long  for  inftrudion  or  entertain- 
ment from  his  labours;  he  is  allowed  only  fix 
ducats  a  month.  The  firft  roll  that  was  opened 
proved  to  be  a  traft  of  philofophy  by  Epicurus  ; 
the  fecond  treated  of  morality  ;  the  third  againil 
mufick,  for  which  reafon  I  would  have  it  returned 
a  fecond  time  to  the  flames  ;  the  fubjefl  of  the 
fourth  is  rhetoric.  It  is  computed  that  there  may 
be  about  eight  hundred  of  thefe  volumes  or 
rolls  in  this  library,  all  which  are  arranged  with 
great  order  in  glazed  repofitories  ;  they  were 
found  in  book-cafes,  part  of  the  mouldings  re- 
main, and  are  (hewn,  not  unlike  many  now  in  ufe 
amongll  us.  The  collection  of  antique  paintings 
found  at  Herculaneum,  painted  on  the  walls,  are 
preferved  with  the  greateft  care  in  glafs-cafes 
fitted  to  their  particular  fize  and  ihape.  The 
pieces  were  fav.'ed  out  wiih  the  utmoft  attention, 

having 
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having  been  previoufly  fecured  from  breaking, 
by  frames  of  wood  exadlly  of  their  fize,  con^ 
trived  to  hold  them  tight,  and  prevent  the  plaifter 
from  cracking  in  detaching  them  from  the  walls, 
Thefe  paintings  are  done  in  what  artifts  ftyle 
dijlemper.  The  glow  of  the  colouring,  which  had 
been  preferved  for  more  than  1600  years,  fuffered 
much  upon  being  expofed  to  the  air,  and  a  kind 
of  whitifh  powder  formed  itfelf  upon  them  :  as 
a  remedy  for  this  accident,  a  Sicilian,  named 
Moriconi,  undertook  to  varnifli  them  •,  this  fuc- 
ceeded  in  Ibme  refpe6ls,  but  a  new  misfortune 
followed  i  for  the  varnifh  fretting  the  colours, 
which  had  been  laid  on  with  fome  kind  of  gum, 
great  pieces  (hell'd  off;  fo  that  many  of  the 
pidures  ha'/e  been  much  damaged,  others  quite 
fpoiled.  The  large  ones  among  them  are  but 
few  in  number:  one  of  thefe  reprcfencs  a  Thefeus; 
he  is  of  gigantic  fize,  when  compared  with  the 
other  figures  in  the  group.  His  clothing  is  a 
piece  of  drapery  wrapped  round  his  left  fhoulder 
and  arm  •,  he  holds  a  club  or  mace  in  his  rig-ht 
hand  ;  and  on  one  of  his  fingers  is  a  ring.  Three 
young  Athenians  are  acknowledging  the  heroic 
vidlory  he  has  gained  over  the  Minotaur ;  one 
kifies  his  hand,  another  takes  him  by  the  arm 
which  bears  the  club,  and  the  third  is  proilrate  at 
his  feet;  a  young  girl  wi:o  feeii'S  that  moment 
to  have  joined  them,  lays  her  hand  on  the  mace 
in  an  exprefiive  manner,  and  appears  to  congra- 
tulate him  on   the  fame  occafion.     Another  per- 
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fonage  belongs  to  the  group,  but  is  two  much 
effaced  to  admit  of  forming  any  judgment  of 
what  it  was  meant  to  reprefent.  The  Minotaur 
lies  extended  on  the  fore  ground  :  he  bears  the 
figure  of  a  man  with  a  bull's  head;  one  of > his 
hands  grafps  his  horns ;  the  ftomach  and  (boulders 
appear  m.uch  torn  and  wounded  by  the  blows 
received  from  Thefeus's  mace.  At  the  top  of  the 
pidure,  appears  a  goddefs  in  a  cloud,  leaning 
forward  ;  no  more  is  difcoverable  of  her  than  her 
head  and  arms  :  one  of  her  hands  holds  a  bow,  the 
other  an  arrow.  The  fide  of  the  pidure  where  the  en- 
trance of  the  labyrinth  was  painted,  is  fo  mutilated  as 
to  be  fcarce  difcernable.  The  colours  are  lively  in 
this  piece  ;  the  figure  of  Thefeus  noble,  but  not 
fufficiently  fpirited  :  the  young  man  who  is  prof- 
trate,  is  animated  and  correct :  the  drawing  is 
good,  but  the  whole  fails  in  point  of  clair  obfcure. 
This  piece  and  the  next  are  curved  ;  they  were 
found  in  two  niches  of  the  forum  at  Kercula- 
neum.  The  fecond  is  believed  by  the  "virtucfi  to 
reprefent  Telephus  fon  of  Hercules  •,  he  is  fuck- 
ing, a  goat,  who,  mean  while,  kindly  licks  his 
thigh  ;  a  winged  divinity,  crowned  with  laurels, 
holds  in  one  hand  ears  of  corn,  and  with  the  other 
points  to  the  infant.  Hercules  is  prefent  alfo, 
and  leaning  on  his  club,  fixes  his  eyes  on  the 
child :  on  one  fide  of  Hercules  is  a  lion,  on  the 
other  an  eagle  :  the  goddefs  Flora  is  feated  op- 
pofite  to  him,  and  behind  her  appears  the  god 
Pun.     The  compofition  of  this  pidure   is  good, 
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the  attitudes  full  of  expreflion  ;  Flora  is  well 
draped,  the  child,  however,  is  particularly  in- 
correft  in  the  drawing,  and  the  lion  and  eagle  but 
ill  done. 

Another  pidure,  full  as  large  as  life,  re- 
prefents  Chiron  teaching  Achilles  to  play  on  the 
lyre  ;  this  painting  pleafes  me  much  ;  the  figure 
of  Achilles  is  that  of  the  moft  noble  and  graceful 
nature-,  the  colouring  is  warm,  of  a  yellowiih 
caft,  the  degradation  of  the  Ihades  to  the  lights 
finely  obferved ;  and  the  whole  of  the  drawing, 
though  not  perfeflly  correal,  yet  in  an  eafy, 
natural  ftyle.  Alfo  two  other  pidlures  of  the 
large  fize;  one  reprefents  the  difcovery  of  Oreftes, 
by  Iphigenia  in  Tauris ;  the  other,  Oreftes  and 
Pylades  taken  prifoners  and  in  chains ;  but  I  have 
not  time  to  enter  into  any  particulars  in  regard 
to  thefe,  as  I  mud  mention  fome  of  the  fmaller 
pieces.  Amongfl:  thefe  a  Faun  and  a  Bacchante, 
both  very  drunk  j  there  is  great  life  and  fpirit  in 
this  pidure.  Near  the  Bacchante  lies  a  Cymbal 
and  a  Thirfus,  adorned  with  a  tuft  of  ivy  faftened 
on  by  a  red  ribbon. 

A  painting  where  two  young  girls  feem  dancing 
an  Alkmande :  the  movement  of  their  arms  is 
good,  but  the  drapery  forms  too  great  a  con- 
fufion  of  plaits.  Here  are  feveral  other  pidures 
reprefenting  dancing  girls  in  very  graceful  at- 
titudes, and  all  have  beautiful  faces.  A  repre- 
fentation  of  five  Greek  women,  with  their  names; 
they  are  playing  with  knuckle- bones,   as  fchool- 
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boys  do  at  this  day  :  four  Dwarfs :  a  Concert ; 
the  man  who  blows  the  iibia  has  a  machine  tied 
round  his  head,  which  receives  the  two  extremities 
of    the    mufical   inftrument.      A    woman   at   her 
toilette,  her  maid  dreffing  her  hair.     Pidures  of 
Etrufcan  priefts ;  they  have  two  horns  fpringing 
from  their    foreheads  ;    one  of  them  is  feen  fa- 
crificing   to   a   peacock    perched  on    a   column, 
adorned  with  garlands  of  flowers.     A  Venus,  a 
veil  in  one  hand,  and   in  the  orher  Ibmething  like 
a  kind  of  fan.     Ariadne  forfaken,  a  Cupid  weep- 
ing :  this  is  well  done.     Ariadne  and   Bacchus. 
A    Cupid    holding   a  Chinefe    umbrella.      The 
Judgment  of  Paris.     An  Olive  Branch,  fo  well 
done  as  to  deceive.     Tliree  women  finely  draped. 
,  A  converfation-piece,    very  interefting.     A  Bac- 
chante riding  upon  a  Centaur,  her  hair  difhevel- 
led  and  blown  about  by   the  wind  ;   what  little 
drapery  fhe  wears  (in  the  fwiftnefs  of  her  pro- 
grefs)  fhe  feems    almofl    to  leave    behind    her ; 
her  back  is   uncovered,    and  the  anatomy  well 
executed :  her  attitude  is  extraordinary,  (he  rides 
with  one  knee  on  his  back,  and  with  the  heel  of 
the  other  leg  kicks  him  on  the  flank  ;  one  hand 
grafps  him  by  the  hair,  the  other  bears  a  Thirfus, 
with  which  Ihe  encourages  his  fpeed  :  it  is  one  of 
the  moft  animated  piflures  that  can  be  imagin- 
ed.    The  back-ground  of  almofl:   all  the  fmall 
piftures  is  of  a  kind  of  redifli  brown.  Several  fmall 
paintings  reprefenting   children,    many  of   them 
[■winged   like   Cupids,    and    varioufly   employed. 
Vol.  II.  G  Ibmc 
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fome  playing  on  inftriimerits  of  mufic,  others 
bufied  in  the  cares  of  the  vintage,  ^c.  animals, 
chiefly  tigers,  peacocks,  ducks,  cocks  and  hens^ 
quails,  fifli,  ^c. 

Fruits,  as  grapes,  figs,  dates ;  the  grapes  ver/ 
tolerably  done.  Many  crnaments,  called  ara- 
hefqMs,  which  are  curioufly  drawn  and  intricate. 
Alio  feveral  landfkapcs  and  buildings  ;  thefe  fail 
in  keeping.  It  does  not  appear  that  perfpedive 
was  well  underflood  at  Herculaneum. 

In  the  architecture  there  is  a  ftrange  mixture 
of  the  Gothic  and  Chinele  ta(le  ;  and  fome 
views  in  particular  of  country-houfes  or  villas,- 
fituated  on  the  margin  of  the  Tea  (probably  at 
Baja)  where  there  appears  Chinefe  ornaments, 
foch  as  pales,  bridges,  temples,  i^c.  reprefented 
as  belonging  to  the  gardens.  That  thefe  people 
fhould  have  any  knowledge  of  the  Chinefe  and 
their  gardens,  ornaments,  i^c.  is  furpriiing.  We 
obferved  one  reprefcntation  of  a  Chinefe  temple 
built  on  piles  over  a  piece  of  water,  and  open  on 
all  fides.  Amongfl:  many  comic  reprefencations 
inclofed  in  arahefque  borders,  I  remarked  that  of 
rope-dancing,  where  the  tight  rope  is  placed  and  ! 
fuftained  exaftly  in  the  fame  mauner  as  pradifcd 
in  England  at  this  day,  and  the  dancers  drefled 
as  in  London,  except  a  fmall  difference  in 
the  decoration  of  the  head,  thofe  of  antiquity 
wearing  a  pointed  cap  ;  in  other  refpeds  the  vari-  \ 
ation  from  the  prefent  mode  is  inconfiderable.     ' 
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Caricature  was  not  unknown  to  them,  but  this 
kind  of  attalantis  wants  a  key.  There  are  many 
perfonages  reprefented  with  the  heads  of  various 
animals,  which  bear  ftrong  marks  of  having 
been  intended  for  portraits ;  even  hiftorical  events 
did  not  efcape  the  filent  ridicule  of  the  fatirical 
painter  :  the  pious  Eneas  is  reprefented  in  a  ludi- 
crous manner,  and  many  other  heroes  in  maf- 
querade,  with  horns,  hoofs,  tails,  long  ears,  ^c, 

i^c.      Lord   T might   improve    his    talent 

confiderably,  by  taking  a  trip  to  Portici.  *  * 
*  *  *  *  •»  Obferve  I  have  not  dwelt 
half  as  long  as  I  might  have  done  upon  this  cabinet 
of  curiofities,  for  fuch  indeed  it  is ;  but  my  time 
Jl  and  memory  both  tuil  me,  it  being  with  the 
eij  utmoft  difficulty  I  contrived  to  take  a  few  notes 
j)li  in  my  pocket-book,  without  being  obferved ;  for 
inftance,  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  one  of  the 
fineft  vafes  in  the  world  \  it  is  of  Parian  marble, 
and  was  found  at  Pompeia  :  a  feaft  of  Bacchus 
is  reprefented  on  its  fides  in  has  relief;  it  is  ex- 
jtremely  large  and  mod  beautifully  proportioned, 
'I  wifli  his  Neapolitan  Majefty  would  lend  us  an 
apartment  in  this  fame  palace  for  one  fummer, 
and  permit  us  to  rummage  his  colledion  ;  though 
I  don't  know  how  I  fhould  be  able  to  refill  the 
temptation  of  purloining  fome  fmall  articles; 
Tuch  an  oportunity  would  put  my  honefty  to  the 
roof. 
[f_  II  The  part  of  the  palace  occupied  by  the  court 
is  nobly  furniflied,  and  conlifts  of  magnificent 
incai-l  G  2  apart- 
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apartments  for  a  fummer  or  country  relidence. 
The  floors  are  all  of  them  paved  with  antique 
mofaic,  Grecian  and  Roman.  La  Camera  di  Par- 
cellano  is  lined  with  pannels  of  China  ware,  I 
fhould  fay  porcelain,  I  fuppofe,  as  it  does  not 
come  from  China,  but  is  the  manufacture  of 
Ca'po  di  Monies  thefe  pannels  are  moveable. 
Here  are  feveral  fine  tables  of  marble,  two  in 
particular  of  'verd  antique  \  alfo  fome  good  pic- 
tures. The  fruit-pieces,  by  John  Brughel,  a 
Flemifh  painter,  come  lb  near  nature,  that  the 
eye  is  almoft  deceived.  Four  fmall  paintings  on 
marble,  reprefenting  fem^ale  figures,  more  curious 
than  beautiful,  are  antique,  and  on  one  is  the 
name  of  the  painter,  Alexander  of  Athens. 

Some  bas  reliefs  and  buftos,  which  appear 
to  have  merit ;  but  we  had  not  time  to  examine 
them  cloiely.  The  garden  belonging  to  the  pa- 
lace is  not  worth  notice  j  it  is  planted  for  the 
greater  part  with  evergreens.  Having  detaintd 
you  fufficiently  at  Portici,  I  now  come  to  Her- 
culaneum.  1  fhall  not  augment  the  bulk,  of  this 
letter  with  informing  you  of  the  various  difputes 
of  the  learned,  in  regard  to  the  precife  date  of 
the  deftru£tion  of  Herculaneum,  by  an  eruption 
of  mount  Vefuvius ;  but  upon  the  whole,  this 
dreadful  event  is  fuppofed  to  have  happened 
about  the  year  of  our  Lord  79.  The  melted 
,lava  in  its  courfe  filled  up  the  ftreets  and  houfes, 
in  fome  places  to  the  height  of  fixty-eight  feet 
above  the  tops  of  the   latter,  and  in  others  one 
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hundred  and  ten  feet-,  that  is  to  fay,  particu- 
larly on  the  fide  neareft  the  fea.  This  lava  is  of 
a  confiftency  which  renders  it  extremely  difficult 
to  be  removed  or  cleared  away  ;  it  is  compofed  of 
bituminous  particles,  mixed  with  cinders,  mi- 
nerals, metalHcs,  vitrified  fandy  fubftances,  which 
altogether  form  a  clofe  and  heavy  mafs.  It  is 
evident  the  town  was  not  filled  up  fo  unexpefl- 
edly  as  to  prevent  the  greater  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants from  efcaping  with  many  of  their  richeft 
effeds ;  for  when  the  excavations  were  made, 
there  were  not  more  than  a  dozen  fkeletons 
found,  and  but  little  of  gold,  filver,  or  precious 
ftones. 

The  firft  difcovery  of  this  city  was  made  in 
the  year  17 13,  in  the  following  manner:  The 
Prince  d'Elbeuf,  Emanuel  of  Lorain,  having 
married  (that  fame  year)  the  daughter  of  the 
Prince  of  Salfa,  defirous  of  having  a  villa  in  this 
neighbourhood  1  he  accordingly  built  one  at 
Porticij  and  ordered  an  apartment  to  be  flue- 
coed  :  a  Frenchman  undertook  to  make  the  bell 
and  hardell  ftucco,  provided  he  was  fupplied  with 
antique  rubbifh,  confifting  of  broken  marble, 
t£c.  A  poor  man  at  Portici  offered  to  provide 
the  French  artift  with  the  kind  of  rubbifh  he 
required,  of  which  he  had  found  a  confiderablc 
quantity  in  digging  out  a  well  in  his  little  garden. 
The  Prince  d'Elbeuf  bought  the  garden  from 
the  owner,  v.^ii:h  defign  to  make  excavations  there, 
which  was  done  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the  firft 
G  3  difcovery 
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difcovery  proved  to  be  the  top  of  the  theatre  of 
Herculaneum.  After  feme  days  labour  they 
found  a  ftatue  of  Hercules  and  a  Cleopatra  •,  this 
'fuccefs  encouraged  the  Prince  to  continue  the 
work,  and  they  foon  after  difcovered  the  archi- 
trave of  a  door  in  marble,  with  an  infcripiion 
and  kven  Greek  ftatues,  fuppofed  to  reprefent 
veftals;  thefe  the  Prince  fent  into  France.  Some 
time  after  they  light  upon  a  temple  of  a  circular 
form,  fupported  by  twenty-four  columns  of  ala- 
hajlro  Jiorito  ;  the  interior  part  was  decorated  with 
as  many  more,  and  the  fame  number  of  fine 
Greek  ilatues.  Thefe  pillars  and  ftatues  were 
conveyed  to  Vienna  to  Prince  Eugene. 

Such  rapid  difcoveries  were  at  laft  pur  a  flop 
to  by  an  order  from  courr,  forbidding  any  more 
excavations  to  be  made;  and  from  that  time  no- 
thing farther  was  attempted  till  the  year  173'^, 
when  Don  Carlos,  then  King  of  Naples,  built 
'the  royal  palace  at  Portici.     The  Prince  d'Elbeuf 

■  prefented  his  Majeily  with  his  houfe  and  the 
garden  where  the  excavations  had  been  made. 
The  King  employed  men  to  dig  perpendicularly 
eighty  feet  deep,  when  not  only  the  town  made 
its  appearance,  but  alfo  the  bed  of  the  river 
which  ran  through  the  city,  and  even  fome  of  the 
water  ftill  remained,  which  could   not  make  its 

■  way  through  the  lava.  The  temple  of  Jupiter 
was  then  brought  to  light,  and  the  whole  of  the 

'  theatre.      In  the  temple  was  found  a   ftatue  of 
'  gold,  and  the  infcription  that  decorated  the  great' 
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idoors  of  entrance.     In  the  ih-^atre  the  fragments 
jOf  a  gilt  chariot   of  bronze,  with    horfes  of  the 
fame  metal,  Lkewife  gilt  :  this  had  been  placed 
over  the  principal  door  of  entrance.     They  like- 
.wife  found  multitudes  of  ftatues,  buftos,  pillars, 
and  paintings,    of  which    I    have    already    men- 
tioned a  few,   but  fince    the   departure   of  Don 
Carlos,  now  King  of  Spain,  the  workmen   have 
declined  both  in  number  and  in  induftry  ;  a  few 
indeed  continued  to   make  excavations  here  and 
, there;  but  government  efteemed  the  expence  too 
weighty.     As   the   villages  of  Portici  and  Refma 
.Are    built   upon    Herculaneum,    they    feared    da- 
maging many  of  the  houfes,   and  did  not  choole 
^to    purchafe   them;  for   this   reafon,    as    foon   as 
,they   had  made  any   ufeful   difcovery,    they    fenc 
away  whatever   was  found  mod  valuable  to  the 
palace,  and  immediately  threw  back  the  rubhifli 
Jnto  the  excavations  they   had  made.     This   ac- 
counts for  nothing  appearing  at  prefenr,  befides 
^  the  orcheftra  of  the  theatre,   which  they  have  had 
^  the  goodnefs  to  leave  open.     The  moil  confide- 
,.  rabic  public  building  there  difcovered  proved  the 
,  forum,  or  court  of  juftice,  of  a  reftangular  form, 
encompalTed   with   a    piazza,    or    open    portico, 
decorated  with  forty-two  columns,  and  ornament- 
ed with  paintings  (two  of  which  I  have  mentioned 
.  to  you  as  extremely  good).     The  portico  of  en- 
.  trance  was  compofed    of  five   arcades,    adorned 
..with  equeftrian  ftatues  of  marble;  two  of  which 
.  only  remain,  thefe  ate  the  two  Balbufcs,  placed 
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in  the  vefllbule  of  the  palace  of  Portici.  Several 
ftatues  of  the  families  of  Nonia  and  Annia  were 
alfo  found  there,  as  was,  in  a  kind  of  recefs,  one 
of  the  Emperor  Vefpafian,  and  on  each  fide  of 
him  a  ftatue  in  a  curule  chair  ;  alfo  two  niches 
painted  within  fide,  and  in  them  ftatues,  of 
bronze,  of  Nero  and  Germanicus.  There  were 
two  temples  joined  on  to  the  forum  by  porticos  ; 
thefe  were  rectangular,  vaulted,  and  decorated  on 
their  infides  "with  columns,  paintings,  infcrip- 
tions  in  bronze,  i^c.  In  the  fame  year  (1750) 
they  difcovered  the  forum.  Near  thefe  temples 
the  theatre  was  found  in  all  its  extent.  The 
feats  for  the  fpeclators  were  difpofed  fo  as  to  form 
a  half-ellipfis  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet  dia- 
meter (taken  the  long  way),  higiily  ornamented 
with  beautiful  pillars  of  marble;  the  fpeftators 
were  feared  upon  twenty-one  rows  of  fteps,  and 
above  thefe  was  alfo  a  gallery  for  them  decorated 
with  ftatues  of  bronze,  pillars  of  marble,  and 
paintings ;  its  walls  partly  lined  with  Parian 
marble.  It  is  conjecftured,  and  even  aflerted, 
by  many  hiftorians,  that  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  were  aflfembled  in  this  theatre  at  the 
time  the  irruption  of  Mount  Vefuvius  (in  the 
year  79)  deftroyed  both  Herculaneum  and  Pom- 
peia. 

The  ftreets  of  the  town  appear  to  have  been 
quite  ftraight  and  regular ;  the  houfes  well  built 
and  much  alike ;  fome  of  the  rooms  paved  in  mo- 
laic,  others  with  fine  marbles,  others  again  with 

bricksj 
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rail  bricks,  three  feet  long  and  fix  inches  thick- 
X  i'the  rooms  were  encompalTed  by  a  feat  or  high 
EC!  Iftep  ;  the  walls  painted  in  frefco  in  compartments, 
of!  with  various  reprefentations,  as  pillars,  garlands, 
est  birds.  All  that  remains  at  prefent  to  be  feen, 
off  Ito  our  great  difappointmenr,  is  the  orcheflra  of 
relithe  theatre.  We  were  conduded  down  a  great 
;?  many  ftairs  by  the  light  of  flambeaux.  This 
ifljorcheftra  appears  now  like  a  vaft  drain  ;  fopower- 
)..  jful  are  the  damps,  that  our  lights  burnt  blue, 
;:  and  we  were  near  wet  to  the  fkin  by  the  dift'.lla- 
5!  j  tions  from  the  earth  over  our  heads.  The  dark- 
t,  I  nefs  (6f  this  place  brought  to  my  mind  the  dc- 
1  I  fcription  of  one  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt  in  the 
■  i  Bible,  "  A  darknefs  that  may  be  felt.^'  The  or- 
1  I  cheftra,  feemed  of  great  extent,  but  we  did  not 
!  think  it  prudent  to  ilay  to  meafure  it  in  fo  un- 
wholefome  an  air- 

I  now  leave  Herculaneum  and  come  to  Pom-  Pompcla. 
peia,  which  is  but  a  few  miles  diflant  from  Por- 
tici,  and  fixteen  from  Naples.  Pompeia  was 
deftroyed,  or  rather  covered  entirely  over  by  a 
rain  of  cinders  and  hot  aflies,  occafioned  by  the 
fame  irruption  of  Mount  Vefuvius  that  deflroyed 
Herculaneum.  This  city  (Pompeia)  was  ac- 
cidentally difcovered  about  fixteen  years  fince  '! 'y^i 
by  fome  labourers,  who  were  drefTing  ground  in 
order  to  plant  an  orchard.  The  foil  does  not 
rife  above  the  houfes  more  than  from  two  to  five 
feet,  and  the  alhes  which  fill  up  the  ftreets  and 
cover  the  houfes  are  extremely  light  j  I  do  not 
3  know 
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know  any  thing  they  refemble  fo  much  in  appear-*: 
ance  as  broken  pumice  ftone.  A  very  fevvweeks 
labour  would  fuffice  to  lay  the  whole  town  open  j 
but  as  the  ground  is  planted  with  vines  and  other 
fruit-trees,  government  does  not  choofe  to  make 
a  rapid  progrcls  towards  difcoveries,  the  expence 
of  purchafmg  thefe  vineyards  and  orchards  being 
a  confideration  with  them ;  fo  the  work  at  prelent 
goes  on  but  (lowly.  j 

The  firft  place  you  enter  at  Pompeia  is  a 
cafcern  or  barrack;  it  is  a  reccangular  building 
encompalTing  a  court,  and  furrounded  by  a  co- 
lonnade: the  middle  part  or  court,  and  one  of 
the  fides,  are  not  yet  cleared  out ;  the  rooms  for 
the  Ibldiers  are  within  fide  the  colonnade,  and  are 
all  txadlly  of  the  fame  dimenlions,  viz.  fifteen 
feet  fquare,  extremely  well  built  of  brick  and 
ftone,  with  great  regularity  and  neatnefs,  two 
ranges  of  brick  and  one  of  ftone,  alternately. 
The  pillars  which  form  the  piazza  are  covered 
with  a  hard  ftucco,  very  even  and  fmooth  -,  they 
are  fluted  in  an  elegant  manner,  feventeen  on 
one  fide,  and  twenty-three  on  another,  and  are 
coloured  red  and  yellow  alternately,  excepting 
two  in  the  middle  of  the  longed  range,  which 
are  of  the  colour  of  a  Turkey-ftone  and  one 
of  the  fame  colour  in  the  middle  of  the  fhorteft 
row.  I  obferved  on  thcfe  pillars  feveral  names 
(we  fuppofe)  of  foldicrs,  with  rude  drawings 
fcratched  with  a  nail  or  the  point  of  a  knife,  re-? 
prefenting  Roman  warriors,  horfes,  i^c,  j  the  ii- 
*  gurei 
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igilres  are  in  fuch  armour  as  we  faw  in  the  Cabl- 
et at  Portici  -,   and  though    thefe  drawings  are 
ut  rudely  executed,  they  fiiew  fufficiently  how 
the   armour   was    wore  •,    for   inftance,  one   iron 
boot  on  the  right  leg,  which  mufl  have  been  the 
moft  expofed,  for  the  left  was  in  a  great  meafure 
proteded  by  the  flneld  :  alfo  men   fighting,  and 
''  fuch  reprefentations  as  you  are  fure  to  meet  with 
in  modern  guard-rooms   and    barracks.     In   one 
of  the  rooms,   intended   probably   for   a  prifon, 
■  for  place  of  confinement,  was  difcovered  an  iron 
'  i  {locks  (now    moved  into  the  Cabinet  at  Portici j, 
i  five  flceletons  were  found  with  their  legs  in  this 
'  machine.     As  there  is  a  contrivance  for  locking 
I  it,  thefe  poor  creatures  had  no  means  of  efcape. 
I  "We  faw  their  TkuIIs  and  bones. 
'      In  the  window  of  a  room,  very  lately  cleared 
'  out,   appeared    the    flceleton    of   a    woman,    who 
1 1  feems  to  have   been  endeavouring  to   make  her 
'  efcape  :  flie  had  a  gold  chain  round  her  neck,  and 
bracelets  of  the  fame  about  her  arms.     In  a  gate- 
'  way   near  this    room  a  man  was  found  who  was 
■  probably  furprifed  whilft   leading  a  horfe  out  of 
J  the  town  :  by  the  ornaments  which  dill  remained, 
he  muft  have  been  of  a  noble  family.     I  faw  two 
examples  of  the  fame  nature,  which  fhocked  me 
much:  one   was  of  a  poor  flave,  who  probably 
had  been  employed  in  heating  a  bath,  near  which 
his  fKeleton   remains,  having  been  ftifled  in  that 
pccupation  at  the  fame  time  that  the  town  was 
dcftroyed  :  his  bones   are  burnt  quite   white  -,    I 

brought 
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brought  away  with  me  one  of  thofe  which  form 
the  neck,  or  vertebrae.  The  other  miferable  crea- 
ture v/as  confined,  and  forgot  during  the  general 
confternation  :  he  had  attempted  to  efcape,  have- 
ing  made  a  fmall  breach  in  the  wall  of  a  room  ; 
but  (luck  fall  in  the  hole,  and  there  his  flceleton 
was  found. 

The  entrance  of  a  theatre  for  the  foldiers  is 
on  one  fide  of  this  fquare ;  (but  the  interiour  is 
not  yet  cleared  out:)  here  is  an  infcription  finely 
cut  on  a  piece  of  white  marble  fixed  in  the  wall, 

Ey  a  firatagem,  M ,   unfcen   by  cur  guides, 

copied  it  exactly  as  follows : 

C.  cvinElius^  C.  F^  Val,  c^  (or)  g^  M^  Fortius j^^  M/^ 
Fa  F)U0j^  Virj^  Fioc^  Becr^  'Fheatriim^  TeSfiim  Fac^ 
hocar^  Eedemqiie^  Prob. 

This  infcription  has  been  difcovered  about 
eighteen  months. 

The  front  of  the  theatre  is  built  of  lava,  cut 
cubical,  and  regularly  ranged  lozenge  fafhion  : 
they  are  about  four  inches  fquare,  and  feem  very 
deep  the  other  way,  fo  that  probably  the  wall  is 
extremely  thick  •,  and  what  appears  outfide  are 
the  ends  only  of  thefe  pieces  of  lava.  This  build- 
ing is  a  convincing  proof  of  there  having  been 
irruptions  (as  aiTerted)  of  Mount  Vefuvius  before 
that  of  79. 

Several  of  the  houfes  of  this  town,  at  the  time 
of  clearing  out,  were  ftripped  of  their  paintings 

and 
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and  other  ornaments,  yet  many  of  the  pavements 
remain.  It  is  remarkable,  that  although  we  en- 
tered the  greater  part  of  the  moll  pcrfed  of  them, 
we  could  not  find  two  floors  alike  :  they  are  all 
paved  in  mofaic  of  various  patterns,  many  in  the 
manner  called  by  the  French  a  I'y  grec,  and  others 
r.prefcnting  flowers,  foliage,  &c. 

One  houfe  with  its  garden  is  entirely  cleared 
out  i  it  h.u  a  door  in  the  middle,  and  two  win- 
dows c;:  e:ich  fide^  a  fmall  portico  in  front  fup- 
ported  by  elegant  and  well-proportioned  pillars : 
their  ornaments  are  moft  curioufly  fcuipted  in 
white  Carara  marble.  One  of  the  mouldings  or 
beads  feems  to  reprefent  fmall  birds  eggs  flrunsrj 
the  fl:rino;  is  not  thicker  than  a  common  corkin<i- 
pin,  and  is  quite  clear  from  the  marble  behind, 
coming  forward  at  leaft  a  quarter  of  an  inch. 
Nothino;  can  exceed  the  exadnefs  of  thefe  ftrino-s 
of  eggs,  by  which  you  may  form  fome  i^ed  of 
the  reil,  the  foliage,  friezes,  bafes,  &c.  In  the 
front  of  this  houfe  is  a  fmall  garden,  or  rather 
parterre,  which  leads  to  the  houfe;  and  imme- 
diately before  the  entrance  a  neat  paved  terrace. 
Marble  borders  confine  the  mould  of  the  flower- 
beds, which  remains  as  it  was  found  when  they 
had  removed  the  lava  or  cinders.  Here  is  a  little 
channel  cut  in  marble,  like  that  in  ftone  at  *  * 
*  *  *  *  ,  to  convey  a  flrcam  through  the  gar- 
den; but  that  this  is  rather  deeper.  I  wifhed  to 
have  taken  a  fketch  of  this  houfe  and  its  little 
garden  ;  but  the  officers,  foldiers,  and  fpies  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  to  attend  and  watch  ftrangers  made  thai 
impolTible ;  as  it  is  their  bufinefs  to  fee  that  no 
obfervations  they  can  prevent  fhould  be  made, 
They  followed  us  clofely,  fo  that  we  could  rarely 
evade  their  vigilance  and  impertinent  curiofity. 
In  mod  of  the  windows  are  iron  gratings,  very 
neatly  made,  fome  forming  fquares,  others  lo- 
zenges, witb  knobs  and  rofes  where  they  meet 
or  crofs  each  other  j  in  thefe  the  panes  of  glafs 
had  been  fixed,  fomewhat  like  the  cafements  in 
England,  but  larger,  and  more  exa6l.  In  many 
places  the  iron  has  iiifll^red  by  the  heat,  appear- 
ing a'j  if  half  melted,  but  in  others  it  is  as  perfed: 
as  ?f  newly  put  up. 

There  is  another  theatre  here,  befides  that  I 
mentioned  in  the  town,  of  a  very  confiderable 
fize  :  I  fhould  guefs  it  to  be  as  laro;e  as  that  of 
St.  Carlo  at  Naples  ;  but  this  I  give  you  as  my 
conjedure  only.  It  is  not  entirely  cleared  out, 
but  they  «re  at  work  upon  it  :  to  this  are  four 
great  doers  of  entrance  •,  probably  two  were  de* 
figntd  for  the  nobility,  the  others  for  the  ple- 
beian"5.  The  ftair-cafes  are  well  built,  and  con- 
venient •,  the  palTages  behind  the  feats  feem  fuf- 
ficiently  wide  for  four  people  to  walk  a-breaft  : 
thefe  fleps  from  a  large  fegment  of  a  circle  ;  it 
is  a  confiderable  walk  quite  round  ;  to  this  theatre 
belong  conveniencies  fimilar  to  thofe  called  water- 
clofets  in  England,  with  leaden  pipes  for  the  con- 
veyance of  water,  of  precifely  the  like  conftruc- 

tion. 
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tion.     The  ftage,  arena,  &c.   are  not  yet  cleared 
out. 

One  of  the  gates  and  a  flreet  of  the  town  are 
now  entirely  laid  open  ;  the  former  is  built  much 
in  the  fame  manner  with  the  common  gates  of 
Country  towns  in  England ;  a  wide  arch  in  the 
middle,  with  a  fmall  one  on  each  fide  for  foot 
paflengers.  I  mud  here  make  a  digrefllon  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  by  the  time  we  had  reached  this 
part  of  the  town  our  fpies  were  fo  tired  of  us, 
and  our  curiofity,  their  hour  for  dining  being 
come,  that  they  left  us  in  the  care  of  one  man 
only,  who,  when  their  backs  were  turned,  rather 
fofcened  a  little  towards  us,  and  permitted  our 
making  what  obfervations  we  would ;  however, 
he  was  very  apprehenlive  of  being  himfeif 
watched,  and  turned  frequently  round  and  round, 
looking  upon  all  fides  of  him,  to  fee  if  any  body 

was   in  view  -,  meantime  M took  down    the 

following  infcription  in  his  pocket-book,  which 
is  inferted  in  a  wall  juft  without  the  gate,  whilft 
our  guide  avoided  feeing  him  : 

EX.  AUCTORITATE.  IMP.  C^SARIS.  VESPASIANr. 
AUG.  LOCA.  PUBLICA  A  PRIVATIS  POSSESSA.  T. 
SUEDIU3.  CLEMENS.  TRIBUNUS.CAUSIS.  CONGNI- 
TIS.  Er.  ^iENSURIS.  FACTI3.  REIPUBLIC/E.  POM- 
FEIANORUM.  RESTITUIT. 

Our  guide  told  us  the  (Ireet  was  fuppofed  to 
be  that  of  the  goldfmiths :  fhop?  plainly  appear 

OQ 
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cn  each  fide  i  they  are  built  of  brick  ;  and  the 
windows  have  regularly  on  one  fide  of  each  of 
them  little  recelTcs  probably  for  expollng  to  fale 
the  various  articles  of  their  commerce  to  the  beft 
advantage,  upon  little  flages  or  fteps  rifing  one 
above  the  other.  He  faid  many  fmall  (latues, 
vafes,  ^c.  were  found  on  thefe  rifers,  which  were 
immediately  taken  away,  and  fuppofed  to  be  de- 
pofited  in  the  Cabinet  of  Portici.  Fixed  in  the 
wall  of  one  of  thefe  fhops,  I  obferved  two  beau- 
tiful buflos  in  white  marble  •,  that  which  feemed 
to  me  the  beft  was  a  Bacchante  crowned  with 
grapes  and  ivy.  This  ftreet  is  paved  with  large 
cubical  bluilh  ftones,  like  the  Appian  Way;  on 
each  fide  is  a  caufeway,  raifed  about  a  foot  and 
an  half  above  the  level  of  the  ftreet,  and  about 
three  feet  in  breath. 

In  another  part  of  the  town  appears  a  temple 
to  Ifis  :  this  is  entire,  excepting  the  roof,  which 
has  been  deftroycd  by  the  workmen.  The  co- 
lumns are  of  brick  and  ftuccoed.  The  walls 
were  completely  covered  with  painings  in  frefco  ; 
many  of  them  have  been  detached  from  thence 
and  conveyed  to  Portici.  Here  are  two  altars 
which  ftand  alone  in  the  court  of  the  temple* 
and  arc  great  curiofities,  being  quite  perfeft.     ' 

Behind  the  temple  is  a  room  eighteen  yards 
long  by  ten  wide ;  the  entrance  into  it  from 
behind  confifts  of  five  arches,  of  which  the  central 
is  higher  than  the  others.  In  the  middle  of  the 
temple  is  a  fmall  building  like  a  chapel,  with  a 

ftaircafe. 
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ftaircafe,  and  from  beneath  rifes  a  dangerous  va- 
pour..  Thefe  exhalations  fhould  be  carefully- 
avoided  by  curious  travellers.  I  amufed  our 
guide,  by  walking  towards  fome  paintings  thac 
appeared  at  a  little  diftance,  while  M—  with 
great  quicknefs  and  indultry  took  down  this  in- 
fcription  in  the  temple  : 

N.  POPIDIUS,  N.  F.  CELSINUS  ^DEM  ISIDIS  TER- 
KJE  MOTUCONLAPSAM  A  FUNDAMENTO  S.  P.  RE- 
STITUI  r.  HUNC  DECURIONES  OB  LIBERALITATEM, 
CUM  ESSET  ANNORUM  SEXS,  ORDINI  SUO  GRATIS 
ADlEGERUNT. 

Whilft  he  was  copying  this  infcription,  I  came 
to  the  paintings  in  view.  One  is  of  Mercury 
and  a  Nymph,  and  has  great  merit.  Another, 
a  fmall  perfpedtive  view,  of  about  eighteen  inches 
fquare,  reprelenting  a  villa  with  a  portico  and  a 
piece  of  water  before  the  houfe  :  the  fky  is  of  as 
fine  a  blue  as  ultramarine,  and  appears  frelh  as  if 

juft  done. A  white  flag  faftened  to  a  column, 

or  rather  a  high  altar.  The  back-ground  is  red ; 
this  is  a  common  circumftance  in  all  thefe  paint- 
ings. The  itag  is  admirably  well  done-,  his 
mouth  is  open  ;  he  feems  to  complain  ;  deep  dif- 
trefs  is  exprefled  in  his  whole  figure  ;  he  feems  to 
avert  his  eyes  from  the  fatal  altar,  adorned  with 
the  trophies  of  his  death.  I  took  a  pencil  from 
my  pocket,  and  began  to  make  a  rude  fketch 
from  this  flag,  intending,  if  pofTible,  to  do  the 
like  from  the  perfpedlive  view  ;  but  my  guide,  in 
the  mofl  prefllng  manner  imaginable,  begged  me 
Vol.  II.  H  to 
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to  defift :  he  afllired  me  he  faw  fome  foldiers  on 
an  eminence  not  very  diilant  •,  that  fnould  I  be 
perceived,  he  mufl:  fuffer  for  his  inattention,  and 
even  1  fbould  be  fharply  reprimanded  by  govern- 
ment. I  endeavoured  to  perfiiade  him  to  give 
all  his  attention  to  the  cavalier  who  had  lagged  be- 
hind (for  by  that  time  I  was  fure  M had  co- 
pied the  infcription)  but  he  would  not  quit  me, 
and  was  about  to  proftrate  himfelf  at  my  feet, 
urging  his  apprehenfion  of  being  fent  to  the 
o-allies  for  life,  as  a  comrade  of  his  had  been  for 
a  fimilar  offence  three  weeks  fmce.  I  defifted  ; 
his  oratory  was  too  feeling  to  be  withftood  j  not- 
withftanding,  as  I  continued  my  work  during 
his  harangue,  I  had  fketched  out  the  flag,  and 
have  finiQicd  it  in  water  colours,  as  near  as  I  can 
from  memory  :  it  has  met  with  the  approbation 
of  thofe  of  our  countrymen  who  have  feen  it, 
and  of  many  of  our  Italian  acquaintance,  who 
infill  on  its  ftrong  refemblance  to  the  original.  I 
fhall  inclofe  it  to  you,  though  but  a  wretched  at- 
tempt  in  my  own  opinion. 

But  to  return  to  our  poor  Ciceroni  j  he  really 
was  in  the  right  as  to  the  foldiers  ;  for  not  twenty 
paces  fromj  us  was  a  guard,  who,  had  they  not 
been  bjfily  employed  in  roafting  and  eating  chef- 
nuts,  miglit  eafily  have  perceived  us.  I  am  not 
certain  whether  they  did  or  not ;  if  they  did, 
they  perhaps  thought  it  prudent  to  be  filrnt,  j| 
There  is  a  well  belonging  to  the  temple,  that  has 
two  fine  bas  reliefs  over  it. 

The 
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The  workmen  are  now  employed  in  clearing 
out  a  very  large  houfe  juft  within  the  town,  that 
has  feveral  pretty  paintings  on  the  walls  of  the 
rooms.  Here  a  droll  accident  befel  me  •,  I  faw 
a  ladder  placed  againft  a  breach  in  the  wall  with- 
out fide ;    and   as  it  was  not  very   high,  would 

go  up  to  look  in  -,  M held  the  ladder  -,  when 

I  had  gained  the  aperture,  1  put  my  head  in, 
and  leaned  upon  the  broken  wall,  which  giving 
way,  in  I  tumbled :  the  room  was  not  above  half 
full  of  alhes :  I  fell  upon  this  bed,  and  did  not 
receive  the  leaft  hurt.  You  may  be  fure  M 
was  foon  up  the  ladder  after  me,  and  there  was 
a  general  exclamation  among  the  workmen.  I 
inwardly  congratulated  myfelf  on  being  the 
firft  to  enler  this  room,  which  had  been  clofed 
up  for  many  centuries.  1  affure  you,  I  am  not 
a  little  proud  of  my  effort.  The  walls  are  paint- 
ed in  frefco,  divided  into  fmall  compartments  by 
borders  a  I'y  grec,  thefe  compartments  contain 
various  reprefentations  of  Chinefe  temples  or 
mofques ;  others  of  the  human  figure,  amongft: 
which,  an  old  man's  head,  and  a  Mercury,  feem  to 
be  particularly  well  done. 

I  am  heartily  tired  of  this  long  letter;  I  wifh 
you  may  not  be  fo  too.  Adieu,  and  believe  me 
to  be  as  happy  as  I  can  be  at  fo  great  a  diftancc 
from  you,  and  ever  moll  fmcerely  yours,  &c. 


H  2  LET- 
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LETTER    XXXVII. 


March  the  15th. 

YO  U  fee  we  have  not  yet  left  this  delightful 
city,  though  the  time  for  our  departure 
approaches.  Do  not  wonder  at  it,  but  rejoice 
that  we  have  refilled  a  temptation  ftill  flronger 
than  that  of  making  a  longer  refidence  here  than 
we  promifed.  Know  then,  that  we  have  denied 
ourfelves  the  gratification  of  a  voyage  to  Sicily 
and  Malta,  purely  upon  your  account :  a  Dutch 
fleet  of  cblervation,  now  ready  to  fail  for  thofe 
iflands,  offered  to  convey  and  accommodate  us  ; 
nor  fhould  we  have  been  abfent  from  Naples  more 
than  a  few  weeks — but  we  could  not  think  of 
giving  you  anxiety  ;  and  had  we  accepted  of  the 
obliging  invitation  of  the  Dutch  officers,  we 
muft  have  embarked  before  we  could  have  re- 
ceived your  anfwer  to  any  letter  that  fhould  have 
conveyed  you  this  information.  Thefe  gentle- 
men have  been  uncommonly  civil,  I  may  fay 
friendly,  to  us-,  they  are  extremely  well  bred-and 
polite  ********  We  break- 
fafted  with  a  large  party  of  Englilh  and  Italians 
on  board  one  of  the  men  of  war.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  cleanlinefs  and  elegance  of  our 
repaft.  Thefe  officers  fpeak  French  fluently,  and 
fome  of  them  have  learnt  a  little  Englifli. 

4  They 
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They  are  ftrongly  prejudiced  to  the  Britidi 
nation  ;  I  fay  prejudiced,  for  they  think  better  of 
us  than  we  merit.  One  of  the  younger  officers, 
whofe  fmall  cabin  is  perfedly  neat,  has  furniflied 
it  with  feveral  prints  of  the  moft  celebrated  Eng- 
lilh  beauties,  and  fome  fhelves  of  books,  the 
produ6lions  of  our  befl  poets.  We  fhould  have 
failed  to  Sicily  and  Malta  in  the  moft  agreeable 
manner  poOible,  efpecially  as  the  family  of  Mon- 
teleone^  and  the  Princefs  Pot  era  in  particular, 
repeatedly  offered  us  letters  of  recommendation 
to  their  family  at  Palermo,  whofe  confequence  is 
fufficiently  known  to  prove  the  facrifice  we  make 
you.  It  was  not  an  eafy  matter  to  decline  fuch 
invitations  and  offers  ;  therefore  thank  usj  for  I 
affure  you,  we  ftrongly  combated  our  own  incli- 
nations to  keep  our  word  with  you. 

Since  1  wrote  laft  we  have  not  been  idle,  though 
much  engaged  in  that  round  of  diffipation  which 
never  ccafes  here.  We  pafTed  two  whole  days 
at  Pozzoli,  &c.  vifited  the  folfalerra,  as  well  as 
the  Grotta  del  Cane.  I  am  at  prefent  confined 
with  a  flight  cold,  and  dedicate  this  day  to  your 
fcrvice,  being  convinced,  by  your  repeated  alTu- 
rances,  that  my  letters  are  really  an  amufement  to 
you.  I  therefore  make  no  apology  for  the  bulk 
of  this  pacquet.  In  truth,  it  feems  as  if  the 
more  one  fees  in  this  country,  the  more  remains 
to  be  feen  ;  and  frefh  fubjccls  of  furprife  and  civ- 
riofity  fpring  forth  like  Hydra's  heads — but  not 
to  lofe  time  in  refiedtion  : 

H  3  Puzzoli 
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Puzzoli.  Puzzoli  is  fituated  about  two  leagues  and  a 
half  weft  of  Naples :  It  is  afferted  by  fome 
authors,  to  have  been  founded  five  hundred  and 
twenty-two  years  before  the  Chriftian  ^ra,  by 
one  Decius,  fon  of  Neptune,  and  according  to 
others  by  fomebody  elfe ;  to  me,  it  is  a  very 
indifferent  matter  by  whom  it  was  founded  -,  fuf- 
fice  it,  that  there  is  fuch  a  place,  moft  agreeably 
fituated  on  the  margin  of  a  fmall  bay  :  it  is  at 
prefent  inconfiderable,  but  was,  in  the  time  of 
the  Romans,  a  city  of  great  extent,  as  appears 
by  many  veftiges  of  ruins,  which  may  ftill  be 
traced.  The  cathedral  church,  now  under  the 
protedlion  of  St.  Januarius  and  St.  Proculus,  was 
formerly  a  temple  dedicated  to  Auguftus  ;  the 
infcription  runs  thus  : 

X.   Calfurnius  L.  F.  Teniplum  Augufio  cum  orna- 
mentis  D.  D. 

It  is  built  of  large  ftones  without  cement. 
There  are  remains  of  fome  Corinthian  pillars. 
The  ruins  of  the  Temple  of  Serapis  is  the  fineft 
and  moft  perfecl  antiquity  at  Puzzoli ;  yet  it  is 
a  lofs,  greatly  to  be  regretted  by  all  lovers  of 
antiquity,  that  the  inner  temple,  difcovered  in 
the  year  1750,  and  quite  entire,  highly  decorated 
with  feveral  beauti.ul  ftatues  in  marble  and 
bronze  *,  is  not  now  to  be  feen,  being  filled  up 

*  Thefe  precious  relicks  in  metal   have  been  melted  down 
from  ceconomy, 

with 
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with  the  fame  earth  v/hich  they  took  out  of  it. 
The  reafon  given  for  not  perfifting  in  laying 
open  the  temple  is,  lell  a  v.'retrhed  cabbjge- 
garden,  which  lies  ovrr  i:,  might  be  injured  by 
the  excavation.  This  fine  temple  was  en».om- 
paffed  by  torty-two  Iquare  rooms,  \vhic!i  are  now 
almoil  reduced  to  rums,  yc-^t  fiill  fome  beautiful 
columns  are  to  be  leen,  of  white  marble,  fluted 
and  highly  finifhcd.  The  whole  was  paved  with 
large  (labs  of  marble,  and  the  edifice  completely 
incrufted  with  the  fame.  It  is  curious  to  iee  the 
mafly  rings  fixed  in  the  pavement,  to  which  the 
vidims  erll  were  faftened,  and  the  copper  pipes 
or  drains  to  convey  away  their  blood  :  here  is 
a  pierced  fquare  of  marble,  of  cxquinte  work- 
manfhip,  which  fervcd  as  a  drain- (lone,  for  it  is 
placed  in  the  center  of  the  quadrangular  part  of 
the  temple,  precilely  under  the  open  pare  of  the 
roof,  in  order  to  receive  and  carry  off  the  rain- 
water which  entered  at  the  openino;.  Thouo;h 
this  temple  is  in  fo  mutilated  a  fiate,  it  cannot 
fail  to  exciic  the  admiration  of  the  curious 
traveller. 

In  that  part  of  the  town  called  la  Piazza, 
is  placed  a  fquare  pedeilal  of  white  marble, 
found  in  the  year  169,'  ;  each  fide  has  a  bas 
reliet.  iilthough  they  are  much  injured,  yet  you 
may  diftinguilli  fourteen  figures,  by  which  arc 
reprefented  tlie  fourteen  cities  of  Afia-,  the  names 
are  under  each.  The  pedeftal  is  infcribed  to  Ti- 
berius ;  probably  a  llatue  of  him  had  been  plared 
H  4  upon 
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upon  it.  The  amphitheatre,  called  here  the 
Colojfeo,    was  a   building  of  confiderable  extent. 

M fays  Auguftus  afllfted  in   perfon  at   the 

games  celebrated  here  *.  The  arena^  which  is 
novv  a  garden,  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
long  •,  the  porticos  of  entrance,  which  were 
below  the  fteps,  or  feats  for  the  fpeftators,  and 
the  dens  for  wild  beafts,  witii  a  ftone  trough 
in  each,  to  hold  water  for  them,  are  (liil  to  be 
feen. 

Weft  of  Puzzoli,  and  juft  by  the  town,  are 
prefumed  to  be  the  ruins  of  the  famous  Acade- 
mia  of  Cicero  •,  they  are  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
round.  Here  it  was  he  wrote  thofe  books  intitled 
^i^Jiionum  Academicarum :  but  this  vaft  building 
is  now  io  demolilhed,  that  there  is  no  pollibility 
of  afcertaining  its  regular  plan ;  though  we  took 
the  trouble  of  walking,  or  rather  ftumbling, 
over  the  rubbifh,  through  a  number  of  rooms, 
we  could  not  find  one  that  might  be  termed  a 
large  room  in  a  modern  Englifh  houfe.  Some  of 
the  pavement  ftill  remains  compofed  of  fmail  dies 
of  white  marble,  forming  a  mofaic  pattern  •,  moft 
of  the  rooms  were  vaulted,  and  many  of  the 
arches  ftill  remain  entire. 

It  is  evident  the  fea  has  covered  the  greater 
part  of  this  building,  as  confiderable  veftiges, 
which  plainly  appear  to  have  been  part  of  the 
ftrudture,    are  difcernible  at  low  water ,    this  is 

*  Suetonius. 

highly 
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hic^hly  probable,  for  an  additional  rcafon,  the 
Academia  was  lb  clofe  to  the  fea,  as  to  admit  of 
Cicero's  guefts  (as  is  faid)  to  have  amufed  thetn- 
felves  by  filhing  from  his  windows. 

There  is  a  curious  antiquity  here,  called  the 
Labyrinth  of  Dedalus ;  it  is  near  the  amphi- 
theatre, and  appears  to  have  been  a  refervoir  for 
water :  alfo  a  lecond,  clofe  to  the  labyrinth,  of 
about  f3x:y  feet  in  length,  vaulted,  and  probably 
deftined  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Half  a  league 
from  Puzzoli  are  the  Colomharias  or  tombs,  which 
you  mufl  defcend  into  by  ladders.  There  is 
nothing  very  curious  in  thefe  repofitories  for  the 
dead  j  they  are  of  a  fnnple  ftrufture,  with  fmall 
niches,  in  which  the  urns  filled  with  the  afhes  of 
the  family  were  depofited.  This  town  is  chiefly 
inhabited  by  fifliermen,  their  children  run  after 
ftrangers  with  plates  full  of  molaic  of  various 
colours,  amongft  which  you  may  frequently  find 
medals,  intaglios,  and  engravings  on  gems,  fuch 
as  agates,  cornelians,  i^c. ;  thefe  the  fca  throws 
up  on  the  beach,  and  may  be  purchafed  for  a 
trifle.  Some  of  them  are  genuine,  but  many  are 
falfe;  and  thefe  mock  antiquities  are  frequently 
impofed  upon  ignorant  fl:rangers,  which  are  no 
more  than  the  refufe  or  fweepings  of  lapidaries 
fliops,  procured  from  Naples  ;  but  whoever  has 
a  little  attention  and  intelligence  in  thefe  matters, 
cannot  eafily  be  deceived. 

The  Gulph  or  Bay  of  Puzzoli  is  about  a 
league  over ;  each  way,  the  view  from  the  town 

is 
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is  charming.  This  muft  have  been  once  a  de- 
lightful fpot.  The  purple  dye  of  this  place 
was  in  fuch  efteem  amongft  the  ancient  Romans, 
as  to  be  faid  to  have  rivalled  that  of  Tvre  :  it  is 
the  blood  taken  from  a  ve^n  in  a  fiiell-finii*,  and  of 
which  there  is  {o  fmal!  a  quantity,  as  not  to  ex- 
ceed one  drop  in  each  fifh. 

We  crofTed  over  in  a  boat  from  Puzzoli  to 
Baia  j  the  fea  was  nearly  as  fmooth  as  the 
Thames.  Here  are  no  remains  of  a  town  ;  a  few 
wretched  cottages  are  indeed  fcattered  about. 
There  is  one  bleak  building  of  mean  appearance, 
on  an  eminence,  occupied  by  a  fmall  military 
guard,  ftationed  here  to  prevent  bands  of  robbers 
from  infefting  the  coafts,  and  concealing  them- 
fclves  amongft  the  ruins. 

Clofe  to  where  you  land  on  this  coaft  are  the 
baths  and  prifons  of  Nero.  Thefe  baths  in 
general  are  furprifingly  warm  ;  but  there  is  a 
particular  paflage  of  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  yards  in  length,  at  the  end  of  which  you 
find  a  fource  of  water  fo  extremely  hot,  that  the 
boatmen  at  Puzzoli  who  rowed  us,  and  who  are 
accuftomed  to  vifit  it  immediately  upon  landing, 
returned  from  thence  as  foon  as  pollible,  not 
being  able  to  bear  the  heat  of  the  fteam  from  the 
fprings.  One  of  them  carried  a  couple  of  eggs 
with  him  in  a  pail,  which  having  dipped  into  a 
hollow  in  v/hich  the  water  falls,  the  eggs  were 

*  Probably  perrivvinkle. 

quite 
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quite  done  when  they  came  out  from  the  pafTagc. 

M would   accompany   them   to   this   boiling 

fource,  and  returned  from  thence  in  a  violent  heac 
and  perfpiration.  Contiguous  are  caverns,  or 
rather  fmall  cells  in  the  rock,  where  are  beds  or 
broad  feats  cut  out  of  the  flone,  en  which  fick 
people  extend  themfelves,  and  take  the  vapour 
bath,  as  they  call  it  here ;  thcfe  recefies  being 
filled  with  as  thick,  and  a  much  hotter  fteam, 
than  that  in  the  flips  of  the  baths  at  Bath  in 
Somerfetfliire.  When  the  patients  have  been  fo 
fweated  on  thefe  ftcne  fophas,  as  that  their 
ftrength  is  almolt  exhaufted,  they  take  ices, 
which  enable  them  to  continue  their  operation 
much  longer  than  their  ftrength  would  otherwife 
admit  of  ^  nor  has  this  pradice  ever  been  known 
to  produce  any  other  than  the  mod  falutary 
effects.  Thefe  baths  are  efteemed  mod  effica- 
cious in  virulent  fcrophulous  diftempers,  the  evil 
not  excepted. 

Nero's   prifons  are  hewn  out  of   a  vail  rock, 

;  which  rifes  fo  perpendicularly  from  the  lea,  that 

it  feems  as  if  the  prefent   front   towards  the   bay 

,  (if  I  may  fo  term  it)  was  really  a  fection  of  thefe 

horrible  chambers  of  confinement;  and  what  is 

j  now    feen   from  the   fea   muft   have   been   confe- 

:  quently    the    interior    of   thef-^    difmal    abodes. 

'  They  are  all  arched  over  in  a  rude  manner  ;  the 

pafiages  leading  from  cell  to  cell  are  fo  narrow, 

as  to  admit  of  but  one  perfon's  pafling  at  a  time, 

and  withal,    turn   and  wind  fo  fuddenly,  that  I 

think 
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think  it  would  not  be  an  eafy  tadc  to  find  the 
way  out  again  without  an  experienced  guide ; 
befide,  the  entrances  or  door-ways  into  the  dif- 
ferent cells  are  extremely  low,  dangeroufly  nar- 
row, and  cut  fo  crooked,  that  you  are  frequent- 
ly obliged  to  accommodate  your  body  to  their 
irregular  fhapes,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  paiTing 
with  fafety. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  cells  wrought  out 
of  the  folid  rock,  and  ranged  in  the  fame  manner 
with  the  ftorics  of  a  houfe,  but  not  regularly, 
the  palTages  Hoping  from  above  to  thofe  in  the 
lower  part.  The  greater  number  are  in  a  manner 
arched,  but  fo  low,  that  you  are  obliged  to  ftoop 
confiderably  during  the  whole  progrefs.  Here 
total  darknefs  reigns,  and  a  dreadful  filence. 
We  had  feveral  flambeaux  lighted,  and  a  pro- 
vifion  of  others,  in  cafe  any  fhould  extinguilh, 
and  refign  us  to  thefe  regions  of  horror. 

Below  thefe  upper  ftories  are  fixty-eight  cham-  j] 
bers  enfuiie,  whither  our  guide  offered  to  condufl: 
us,  but,  like  a  hofpitabie  man,  when  we  had  pe- 
netrated part  of  the  defcent,  he  was  kind  enough 
to  inform  us,  that  though  he  hi.nfelf  had  been 
down,  yet  it  was  in  thefe  lower  apartments  that 
Nero  (as  they  believe)  ufed  to  fend  people  for 
twenty-four  hours  only,  who  at  their  return  into 
the  frelli  air,  immediately  expired  ;  upon  which 
information,  we  thought  proper  to  check  our 
curiofity  in  regard  to  the  fixty- eight  chambers  enl 
fuiie,  and  to  return  back.     Whether  this  tradition; 
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be  fabulous  or  not,  certain  it  is,  we  had  already 
perceived  a  warmifli  damp  vapour,  which  pro- 
bably might  have  augmented  had  we  followed  the 
defcent,  and  which  our  guide  aflerted  to  be  of  a 
confiderable  length,  and  rather  difficult  to  accom- 
plifh  :  he,  as  a  recompence  for  our  difappoint- 
ment  (as  he  elteemed  it),  faid  he  would  fliew  us 
fomething   very   pretty,    and    immediately   crept 

through  a  hole  in  the  rock ;  M followed, 

and  I  would  go  too  •,  with  fome  difficulty  I  was 
dragged  through,  and  then  we  came  to  another. 
Our  guide  defired  us  to  flretch  ourfelves  on  the 
ground,  as  the  rock  over  head  hangs  down  ex- 
tremely low.  From  this  fecond  hole  we  had  a 
glorious  profpefl  of  the  gulph,  Capo  Mifeno^  the 
iflands  of  Procida^  Ifchia,  i^c.  -,  leading  out  of 
the  hole,  we  difcovered  diflindily  ruins  of  arches, 
broken  pillars,  walls,  i^c.  which  the  fea  had  co- 
vered over.  Above  this  hole  is  a  very  fmall  and 
neat  round  building,  not  unlike  a  narrow  well; 
through  a  fmall  perforation  we  faw  part  of  it. 
Here  our  Ciceroni  infilled,  that  Nero  ufed  to  take 
poll  himfelf,  and  give  orders  to  his  fleet,  lying 
at  Capo  Mifeno,  by  means  of  a  fpeaking  trumpet. 

M afked  him,   How  the  devil  Nero  could 

contrive  to  get  there  ?  He  infilled,  that  there 
was  a  fubterraneous  paflage  from  the  top  of  the 
rock,  to  which  he  would  condufl  us  ;  but  we  had 
prudence  enough  not  to  explore  it.  Being  grati- 
fied with  the  fine  view  from  the  hole  in  the  rock, 
we  retired  \    and   were  conduced   to  an   arched 

vault 
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vault  called  Agrippina's  Tomb.  The  roof  is  fo 
low,  that  we  were  obliged  to  floop  almoft  double 
whilft  we  {laid  in  it,  and  the  air  fo  warm  and 
clofc,  that  the  flambeaux  burnt  very  dimly :  this 
may  feem  a  trifling  circumftance,  but  it  is  ex- 
tremely teazing :  however,  with  fome  difficulty, 
we  contrived  to  fee  the  admirable  vvorkmanfliip, 
formed  of  fl.ucco,  with  which  the  vault  is  lined. 
The  compofition  is  fo  hard,  that  it  is  fcarce  pof- 
fible  to  injure  it  even  by  the  blows  of  hammers. 
It  is  ftuccoed  in  fmall  compartments  ;  the  mould- 
ings exquifitely  neat,  fluted,  and  ornamented  in 
the  mod  elegant  manner.  In  the  center  of  each 
compartment  are  various  reprefentations,  pro* 
bably  allegorical ;  of  gryphons,  dolphins,  i^c.  ^c, 
all  highly  finiflied,  and  as  fmooth  as  ivory.  It  is 
not  entirely  cleared  cur,  which  it  might  be  with 
little  trouble  or  expence,  as  the  earth  is  very 
light.  From  hence  we  proceeded  to  the  Elyfian 
Fields,  now  for  the  mofl  part  covered  with  vines. 
No  ground  can  lie  more  agreeable  in  point  of 
afpeft,  fituation,  variety,  and  profpeft.  Here 
we  faw  feveral  burying-places  ;  they  arc  all  built 
much  in  the  fame  manner  with  thofe  I  have 
already  mentioned.  Urns  filled  with  coins  and 
medals  are  frequently  found  amongft  thofe  that 
contain  the  aflies  of  the  dead.  It  is  probably  in 
fearch  of  thde  hidden  treafures  that  fuch  frequent 
excavations  have  been  made  as  you  meet  with  at 
every  moment.  Part  of  the  ground  between  the 
plantations  of  vines  is  under  tillage ;  where  the 
8  plough 
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plough  in  its  progrefs  incefTantly  turns  up  morfels 
of  vafes,  broken   archiredlural  ornaments  of  fine 
marble,    and  admirable  workmanfliip ;    and  not 
unfrequently  large  pieces  of  alabafler  and  por- 
phyry,   to    which    we   were   ourfelves    witnefles. 
There  are  feveral  low  walls,  or  rather  heaps  of 
ftone,  thrown  roughly  together  by  way  of  boun- 
daries, compofed  for  the  molt  part  of  thefe  ve- 
nerable fragments.     Mutilated  ftatues  and  buftos 
are  to  be  mec  with  in  abundance  degraded  to  fuch 
rullic  purpofes.     V\^e  faw  fome  women  grinding 
corn  in  a  fingular  manner,  and  quite  new  to  us  : 
they  were  feated  on  the  ground,  and  one  held  be- 
tween her  feet  a  piece  of  hollowed  marble,  which, 
on    a   nearer   examination,    proved   a    beautiful 
fragment    of    a    column    of    the    Ionic    order, 
that   ornamental    fpiral   part    called   the   volute. 
I  was  quite  fretted  at  feeing  the  ufe  thefe  beldams 
make  cf  what  probably  had   belonged   to  fome 
fuperb  temple  refpedled   by  the   mafters  of   the 
world,  on  thefe  once  glorious  coafts.     It  was  of 
alabaf^ro  agatizo    (alabafter  with  large   veins  of 
agate).     She  threw  the  corn  into  the  hollow,  and 
laying  faft  hold  of  the  volute  with  one  arm,  by 
the  affiftance  of  arms  and  legs  prevented  it  from 
flipping,   whiift  with  her  other  hand,    furnilhed 
with  an  antique  moulding  fuiting  her  purpofe,  (he 
worked  the  corn  round  and  round,  till  the  huflyS 
came  away  from  it. 

There  are  three   fine  ruined  temples  on    this 
coaft  i    but   the  lea-marlhes  have   fo  broken   in 

upon 
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upon  them,  that  we  were  obliged  to  be  carried  on 
our  boatmen's  backs  for  about  a  hundred  paces 
in  order  to  enter,  the  depth  of  water  being  infuf- 
ficient  for  the  boat  to  approach  them,  yet  too 
much  for  us  to  walk  through  (ahnoft  knee  deep), 
and  the  bottom  rough  and  unequal.  Two  of 
thefe  temples  Hand  upon  dry  and  firm  ground  : 
thefe  are  covered  over  with  a  low  brufh-wood, 
furnilhed  by  nature  of  the  fineft  and  moft  odori- 
ferous myrtle,  quite  void  of  that  acrid,  pungent 
fcent,  which  it  often  yields  in  Englifh  green- 
houfes.  Interfperfed  are  various  forts  of  aloes, 
bafilicon,  with  uncommon  large  leaves  and  ftalks, 
lavender  cotton,  and  a  fpike- lavender  of  an  un- 
common fize  and  fragrance,  all  in  bloflbm  ;  alfo 
large  deep  blue  violets,  cyclamens  of  various 
forts,  hippaticas,  polypody,  the  orchis,  and  fe- 
veral  other  plants  whofe  grafs  I  am  unac- 
quainted vv^ith,  many  of  them  curioufly  fpotted 
and  ftriped. 

This  wildernefs  of  fweets  attraded  my  atten- 
tion J  and  T   fhould  have  gladly  paffed  an  entire 
day  in    this  delightful   garden  of  Nature,    fuffi- 
ciently  ftruck  with  the  enthufiafm  of  the  place, 
to  fuppofe  the  myrtles,  ^c.  fprung  from  the  fame 
flems  that  had  been  coeval  with  Baia  in  the  days 
of  her  glory. 
Temples.       But  to  return  to  the  temples :  one  was  dedi- 
Venus       cated  to  Venus  Genetrix,  another  to  Diana,  and 
Genetrix.  ^  third  to  Mercury.     That  to  Venus   is  the  mofk 
perfeft ;  and  I  affure  you,  has  moft  myrtle  grow- 
ing 


t    "3    ] 

ing  in  and  about  It.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
creded  by  Julius  Csefar ;  and  is  built  in  the  form 
of  a  rotunda :  part  of  the  dome  flill  remains, 
fupported  on  one  fide  only,  fo  that  it  appears  in 
air.  There  are  three  rooms  under  this  temple, 
which  were  probably  baths ;  two  of  them  are 
fquare,  and  the  other,  oval  at  one  end.  In  the 
center  of  the  vaulted  roof  of  this  lad  is  a  fquare 
opening,  the  object  of  which  has  not  yet  been 
accounted  for.  Through  the  vault  (I  do  not 
mean  the  fquare  opening,  but  on  one  fide  of 
it)  has  grown  the  root  of  a  tree,  very  cu- 
rious indeed,  as  it  is  evidently  in  a  (late  of  pe- 
trefadlion. 

The   Temple  of   Diana  is  oftagonal    on  the  Temple 
Outfide,  but  circular  within  :  the  roof  is  deRroy-         '^"^' 
ed.     Here  we  found  feveral  flags  heads  in  marble, 
and  other  infignia  of  the  goddefs  to  whom  it  was 
dedicated. 

The  Temple  of  Mercury  is  nearly  an  hundred  Temple  of 
paces  from  that  of  Venus  -,  and  that  of  Diana  ^^■"^^''y* 
about  twice  as  far  from  the  latter.  It  is  difficult 
to  enter  this  building,  on  account  of  the  water 
and  marlh  in  and  all  around  it.  The  appearance, 
on  the  outfide,  is  of  three  deep  ruined  arches,  or 
vaulted  roofs,  crowned  with  (hrubs.  Having  got 
through  the  water  by  the  before-mentioned  con- 
veyance, we  found  a  breach  in  one  of  the  walls 
which  communicates  with  the  interior  of  the 
temple.  This  building  is  a  large  rotunda,  open 
at  top.     Speaking  low,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in 

Vol.  II.  I  the 
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the  whifpcring- gallery  at  St.  Paul's,  London,  pro- 
duces the  like  efFed  here ;  which  I  Ihould  fup- 
pofe  to  arife  from  the  roof's  forming  an  ellipfis. 
Thefe  three  temples  are  built  of  brick,  cemented 
with  pozzuolane*,  and  were  no  doubt  incrufted 
with  marble,  as  broken  flabs  and  ornaments  have 
been  found  in  and  about  them.  I  mud  not  omit 
Ponte  di  to  take  notice  here  of  the  ruins  of  a  bridge,  Ponte 
Caligula.  ^1  Caligula^  which  this  emperor  intended  to  ex- 
tend from  Baia  to  Pozzuoli.  There  ftill  remain 
thirteen  large  pillars  and  feveral  arches  compofed 
of  brick   and  ftone,    cemented  with  pozzuolane. 

Suetonius  aflerts,  fays  M ,    that  Caligula  had 

a  fancy  to  make  a  triumphant  parade  acrofs  the 
fea,  in  imitation  of  Xerxes  •,  and  for  that  purpofe 
attempted  to  build  this  bridge  •,  but  when  they 
had  got  about  half-way,  the  fea  proved  fo  very 
deep,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fubftitute  fhips 
faftened  together  with  chains,  on  which  a  plat- 
form was  raifed  and  paved.  The  firft  day  of 
his  triumph  he  rode  on  horfeback,  and  the  fecond 
in  a  triumphal  car,  followed  by  Darius,  whom 
the  Parthians  had  left  with  him  as  an  hoftage. 

No  veftiges  are  now  found  of  the  magnifi- 
cent villas  built  by  the  Romans,  which  were 
fpread  out  along  this  coafl:,  nor  of  the  ancient 
town  of  Baia,  fuppofed  to  have  taken  its  name 

*  The  pozzuolane  is  a  kind  of  faad,  found  in  great  abun- 
dance in  this  country,  which,  when  mixed  with  lime,  forms 
a  cement  of  fo  clofe  a  quality,  as  to  refill  water.  The  people 
of  Pozzuoli  expo:  t  great  quantities  of  it  to  many  parts  of  Jtaly, 
and  elfewhere. 

from 
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from  one  of  the  companions  of  UlyfTes,  who  was 
interred  here. 

It  was  in  this  country,  according  to  ancient 
fablcj  that  Hercules  defeated  the  giants  1238 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift.  But  not  to  go 
quite  fo  far  back  in  ancient  lore,  I  fhall  mention 
only  fome  few  remarkable  events  recited  in  claflic 
authors,  as  given  me  by  my  fellow-traveller :  It 
was  in  a  country-houfe  belonging  to  Julius  Casfar, 
near  Baia,  that  Marcellus  was  poifoned  by  Li- 
via.  He  is  celebrated  by  Virgil,  towards  the  end 
of  the  fixth  book  of  the  iEneid,  at  the  recital  o£ 
which,  Oftavia  is  reported  to  have  fallen  into  a 
fwoon. 

The  fam.ous  confpiracy  again fl  Nero  was  form- 
ed in  the  country-houfe  belonging  to  Pifo,  of  which 
they  pretended  to  fhew  us  fome  remains. 

It  was  at  Bauli,  which  is  very  near  Baia,  that 
that  monftcr  Nero  contrived  the  means  of  aflaf- 
finating  his  mother.     Acinetus,  who  commanded 
his  fleet  at  Capo  MifenOj  was  the  man  who  fug- 
gefted  to  him  the  contrivance  of  a  falfe  bottom  to 
the  fhip,  on  board  of  which  Agrippina  embarked 
after  a  great  feaft,  given  by  her  fon  to  ratify  their 
reconciliation.     You  know  the  reft.     Here  it  was, 
.  alfo,  that  the  famous  triumvirate,   C^far,   Pom- 
pey,  and  Mark  Antony,    aflembled   and  confult- 
cd.     In  (hort,  I  muft  check  my  pen,  or  I   fhall 
never  finilh  my  letter ;  and  before  I  conclude  it, 
muft  juft  add,  that  after  having  pafled  a  moft  de- 
lightful day  at  Pozzuoli  and  Baia,  we  went  to 

I  2  Bauli, 
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Bauli.  Bauli,  now  a  wretched  village,  not  above  a  mile 
and  half  from  Baia,  where  we  dined,  not  in  a 
wine-houfe,  but  at  the  door  of  one.  The  vulgar 
here  are  certainly  right  in  this  refpedl  -,  they  never 
eat  in  the  houfe  when  the  weather  does  not  oblige 
them,  wifely  preferring  the  frelh  air  to  the  foul 
exhalations  of  the  kitchen.  Here  then  we  fat 
down  (amongft  a  number  of  peafants)  extremely 
hungry  and  fatigued,  and  fed  mod  heartily  on 
very  coarfe  bread,  anchovies,  and  eggs ;  but  our 
beverage  was  Falernian  wine,  very  juftly  celebrat- 
ed by  Horace :  it  is  the  growth  of  the  Monte 
Fdlernoy  one  of  the  mountains  that  bounded  our 
view :  our  eyes  were  feafted  by  the  profpedt. 
This  Albergo  is  built  on  the  margin  of  the  fea  -, 
before  us  we  had  in  full  view  the  bay.  As  the 
fun  v/as  fetting,  the  various  tints  of  purple  and 
gold  with  which  an  afiemblage  of  clouds  were 
embeliilhed,  acquired  new  beauties  when  refledled 
in  the  waves,  whofe  movem.ent  was  juft  fufficient 
to  vary  their  glowing  colours.  Stretched  along 
the  coaft  appeared  the  three  ruined  temples,  gilt 
by  the  rays  of  the  fun  :  the  promontory  of  Capo 
Mifeno,  jutting  out  into  the  fea,  was  in  deep 
fliadow.  The  iflands  of  Procida,  Ifchia,  i^c» 
were  feen  rifing  finely  out  of  the  water,  and  fhaped 
in  the  moil  pidurefque  manner.  Pozzuoli  ap- 
peared to  great  advantage  acrofs  the  bay,  with  the 
ruins  of  Cicero's  Academia,  andthe  remains  of  a 
temple  dedicated  to  Neptune.  Near  Bauli  we 
beheld  the  velliges  of  a  broken  arch,  part  of  a 

temple 
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temple  to  Hercules.  On  the  fide  of  Baia  our 
profpeft  was  bounded  by  mountains  covered  with 
vines,  producing  our  Falernian  potation. 

After  dinner  we  returned  to  Pozzuoli,  and 
reached  Naples  before  it  was  dark  ;  the  next  day 
our  vifit  was  repeated  to  Baia,  and  from  chence  we 
went  to  Cuma,  the  weather  ftill  continuing  very 
fine  :  but  this  fecond  day's  amufement,  with  other 
matters,  I  muft  rcferve  for  another  letter,  which 
I  Ihall  fend  by  the  next  pod  ;  it  goes  out  again  in 
three  days,  at  which  time  we  fhall  prepare  to  quit 
Naples  on  our  return  to  Rome.      ***** 

Adieu,  (^c. 


LET- 
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J.  E  T  T  E  R    XXXVIIi. 


Nnples,  March   16, 

From        Y  Recollect  that  in   my  letter  of  yeilerday  I 

Pozzuoli    ^  tiid  not   mention   the  road   from  Naples    to 

road.         Pozzuoli.     The  commencement  lies   through  the 

Groaa.      Grotta  di  Patijilippe,  which  opens  into  one  of  the 

fuburbs   weft   of  that  city.      The   fubterraneous 

paflage  is  carried  through  a  mountain  •,  the  height 

at  the  entrance  from  Naples  is  at  leafi:  fixty  feet ; 

its  width  from   eighteen   to  twenty,    and  paved 

quite  through  :  at  the  end  towards  Pozzuoli  it  de- 

(reafes  in  height,  not  exceeding  forty  feet  j  and  ig 

a  mile  in  length. 

This  grotto  is  of  very  ancient  datej  the  befl 
antiquarians  attribute  it  to  one  Marcus  Cocceius, 
a  Roman  * ;  whoever  it  may  be  originally  imputed 
to,  its  enlargement  and  paving  were  accomiplifhed 
by  two  viceroys  of  Naples,  one  of  Charles  the 
Fifth,  the  other  of  Ferdinand,  and  it  remains  as 
they  left  it.  In  the  midv/ay  is  a  fmall  chapel  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin.  There  are  two  perforations 
in  the  vault,  which  penetrate  the  whole  thicknefs 
of  the  mountain,  and  admit  fufficient  light  (as 
is  afferted)  of  a  calm  day,  to  pafs  through  with 
put  flambeaux  y  but  in  cafe  of  a  high   wind,  an(4 

*  The  common  people  are  perfuaded  it  was  effedted  by  the 
power  of  magic,  and  attribute  i:  to  Virgilj  whom  they  univerfally 
jjelieve  to  have  been  a  forcerer, 

that 
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that  it  happens  to  blow  towards  the  opening,  the 
duft  is  then  extremely  troubleforne ;  nor  is  it  fafe, 
on  account  of  meeting  other  carriages.  We  have 
often  drove  through  this  grotta^  but  never  with- 
out flambeaux.  It  is  plain  this  fiibterraneous 
pafiage  has  never  fufFered  by  the  earthquakes  and 
eruptions  that  have  occafioned  fuch  devaftation 
in  the  environs  of  Naples  •,  its  fafety  is  probably 
due  to  the  folidity  of  the  rock,  in  which  there 
does  not  appear  any  veins,  or  mixture  of  fulphur, 
or  any  kind  of  inflammable  particles.  Under 
this  mountain  is  a  large  quarry,  from  which  they 
dig  fl;one  that  is  frequently  ufed  in  the  buildings 
at  Naples.  On  the  fide  of  the  mountain  next  the 
fea,  and  amongft  the  rocks,  grows  the  plant 
Opuntia^  or  Indian  fig,  on  which  is  found  the 
cochineal.  Upon  the  top  of  this  grotto  are  ftill 
fome  remains  of  an  antique  aquedud,  which  con- 
veyed water  from  Serino  to  fupply  a  refervoir 
called  Pifcina   mirahile,  of  which  I  fliall  fpeak  by 

and  by.     The  Tomb  of  Virgil  is  on  this   fame  ^     ,    ^ 
.  ^    ,  Tomb  of 

mountain,  over  the  entrance  ot   t\\t  grotta,  in  a  virgil. 

vineyard  belonging  to  the  Marquis  Salcitro. 
This  ruin  refembks  a  broken  fquare  tower  of  a 
very  inconflderable  height ;  but  its  walls  are  thick, 
and  built  of  brick.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  no 
antique  infcription  has  been  found  in  its  vicinity 
to  afcertain  it,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  real  monu- 
ment wherein  the  allies  of  Virgil  were  depofited. 
Over  and  about  this  ruin  grow  various  plants, 
and  amongll  them  an   old    bay -tree,    celebrated 

I  4  in 
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in  a  Latin  infcription  near  the  ruin,  and  placed 
there  by  order  of  Peter  of  Arragon.  You  may 
be  fure  I  am  pofleffed  of  fome  of  the  leaves  of 
this  facred  tree  j  how  happy  fhould  I  be,  if  drink- 
ing a  decoftion  of  them  would  infpire  me  with 
Virgilian  poefy.  The  mountain  (Paufilippe)  is 
covered  with  villas  and  gardens  planted  with 
evergreens,  belonging  to  feveral  noble  families 
of  Naples.  Having  pafTed  through  the  fubter- 
raneous  road,  we  entered  a  plain  which  feems 
clolbd  in  on  every  fide  by  mountains.  The 
ground  under  clofe  cultivation ;  what  is  not 
ploughed  being  covered  by  vineyards  and  ftandard 
fruit-trees.  The  plain  is  interleded  by  a  poor 
village  called  Fo7'o  di  Pozzuoliy  we  pafTed  through 
it,  and  then  entered  a  very  narrow  road,  which 
brought  us  to  another  valley,  almoil  entirely 
Lago  under  water.  This  lake  is  called  Lago  d'  Anagno^ 
d'Anag-    ^^  j.j^^   dillance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  that 

na. 

end  of  the  Grctia  di  Paufilippe,  at  the  extremity 
from  where  v/e  entered  it,  and  forms  a  large 
bafon  of  a  circular  figure  of  about  half  a  mile 
diameter,  well  furnifhed  with  water-fowl,  which 
are  preferved  for  the  king's  amufement.     On  the 

Grotta      margin  of  the  lake  is  the  famous  Grotta  del  Cam. 

del  Cane,  a^^  ^^  ^^j-^  approaching  it,  a  man  appeared  lead- 
ing a  wretched  dog  by  a  cord  ;  the  poor  creature 
fliewed    great  apprehenfion   and   dread,  knowing 

the  mifchief  about  to   befal    him.      As    M 

had  feen  this  experiment  already,  having  been 
here  fome  days  fince,  I  defired  the  dog  might  not 

be 
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be  put  Into  the  grotto  for  me,  as  I  was  not  in 
the  leaft  degree  curious  to  fee  the  efted  of  the 
experiment;  he  therefore  prevented  the  man 
ifrom  proceeding,  who  was  prodigioufly  furprifed 
at  receiving  a  larger  gratuity  for  not  tormenting 
;the  animal,  than  he  had  ufually  done  for  the 
I  whole  of  his  experiments  :  the  poor  wretch  when 
untied  was  at  firft  almoft  ftupid  -,  upon  finding 
jhimfelf  really  at  liberty,  he  frilked  about,  and 
exprefTed  his  joy  by  running  and  rolling  himfelf 
upon  the  grafs  j  buc  I  obferved  he  (hewed  not 
the  leaft  inclination  to  gambol  towards  the  grotto; 
I  of  which  when  he  perceived  the  door  to  open, 
he  flood  aloof,  and  then  flunk  away  as  faft  as 
his  weak  legs  could  carry  him;  for  his  ftrength 
Teemed  to  have  been  much  impaired.     The  ex- 

Iperiment  is  thus  made,  as  M informed   me  : 

they  hold  the  dog  by  the  legs  down  clofe  to  the 
ground;  in  about  two  minutes  he  is  feized  with  a 
fpecies  of  convulfions,  which  caufe  him  to  howl, 
land  foam  at  the  mouth  ;  but  prefently  his  limbs 
and  body  ftiffen,  and  he  appears  nearly  expired, 
upon  which,  they  throw  him  out  of  the  grotto 
on  the  graf^  that  borders  the  lake,  and  fometimes 
:into  it,  when  he  recovers  in  a  few  minutes  by  de- 
jgrees,  as  if  juft  come  cut  of  a  (Irong  fit;  but 
the  dogs  never  get  the  better  of  thefe  experi- 
ments ;  for  when  they  have  been  thus  treated  for 
perhaps  a  dozen  times,  they  are  fnortly  after 
:  feized  with  a  giddinefs,  and  turning  themfelves 
I  round  repeatedly,  drop  down  dead  :  this  happens 

more 
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more  frequently  to  them  in  fummer  than  in  win- 
ter -,  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  no  dog  has  ever 
been  known  to  furvive  this  experiment  above 
three  months,  who  has  fufFered  it  once  only. 

The  grotto  is  very  fmall,  and  refembles  a  deep 
and  wide  ditch,  rather  than  a  cave.  At  the  en- 
trance, a  certain  hum/idity  is  very  perceptible ; 
and  ftooping  near  the  earth,  you  are  ftiii  more 
fenfibie  of  a  light,  warm  exhalation  rifing  from 
the  furface,  fomewhat  like  the  effluvia  from 
burning  charcoal.  A  lighted  flainbeau  is  inftantly 
extinguifhed  when  held  near  the  ground.  We 
did  not  continue  to  ftand  here  any  time,  as  numb- 
neifes  are  frequently  the  confequences  to  thofe 
"who  imprudently  linger  near  this  dangerous  fpot. 
There  is  now  a  door  to  the  entrance  kept  locked, 
and  nev^r  opened  but  for  flrangers,  or  thofe 
who  come  to  vifit  the  grotto.  The  reafon  given 
for  this  precaution  is,  that  a  poor  man,  a  ftranger 
in  the  country,  being  benighted  near  this  place, 
took  flielter  in  the  grotto,  where  he  was  found; 
dead  in  a  fhort  time  after.  It  appeared  by  the! 
attitude  in  which  he  was  found,  that  he  had  lain 
down  to  fleep. 

It  is  furprifmg  to  find,  that  grafs  and  various,' 
weeds  grow  luxuriantly  about  the  entrance  of  this! 
cave,  and  yet  there  hangs  a  kind  of  dew  Upon 
them,  which,  although  not  abfolutely  warm  toj 
the  touch,  is  by  no  means  cold. 
Vapour  Near  this  place  are  vapour-baths,  called  Sitiffa, 
B4ths.      ^i  S.  Germane,      A  very   hot  vapour   from    thej 

ground; 


[ground  fills  four  chambers,  round  which  are 
Iplaced  ftone  feats :  on  thefe  the  patients  are  laid, 
•rolled  up  in  blankets :  when  they  come  out  of  the 
baths,  they  go  into  bed  :  and  in  order  to  promote 
a  fecond  perfpirStion,  eat  ices,  which  never  fail 
to  procure  the  defired  effeft.  The  dilbrders 
commonly  cured  by  thefe  baths  are  rheumatifms, 
fcurvies,  and  other  fcrophulous  humours. 

Qintting  the  lake  d^  Jgnano^  we  proceeded 
on  our  road  to  Pozztioli,  and  came  to  the  Solfa- 
terra^  about  a  mile  from  thence.  It  is  an  oval  g^n-  ^ 
:plain  of  no  great  extent,  fituatcdon  a  height,  and 
!furrounded  by  hills,  except  upon  the  fide  of  the 
I  road  by  which  you  reach  it. 

The  ancient  name  of  the  plain  is  Phkgra, 
and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  place  where  Hercules 
i  defeated  the  giants.  The  foil  is  of  a  yellow  cafti 
from  the  quantity  of  fulphur  (no  doubt)  with 
which  it  is  impregnated,  and  fo  hot  in  many 
places,  that  my  fhoes  were  fcorched  and  flirivell- 
ed,  which  made  the  walking  in  them  difficult  for 
the  reft  of  the  day.  In  fome  places  the  heat 
is  ftronger,  quite  burning  where  the  moffets  or 
little  volcanos  flame  up  •,  this  happens  uncer- 
tainly, as  to  place  and  time,  as  alio  their  extin- 
guilhment.  In  other  places  the  ground  feels 
quite  cool,  yet  four  inches  below  the  furface  is 
extremely  warm.  It  is  wonderful  to  fee  briars 
^nd  brullx-wood  growing  in  this  fulphureous 
foil. 

Here 
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Here  are  feveral  fmall   vents,    from  whence 
fmoke  conftantly  iflues ;  one  in  particular  emits 
it  abundantly,  accompanied  by  a  rumbling  noife. 
This  has  the  quality  of  producing  fal  ammoniac 
in  large  quantities,  which  adheres  to  ftones  placed 
for  the  purpofe  of  its  reception  at  and  about  the 
opening. 
^Burning        In  one  part  of  the   plain  a  fpring  boils  up, 
ipring.      forming  a  fmall  rivulet ;  a  ftick  or  piece  of  paper 
being   moved   in   it,    catches    fire   immediately : 
it  feems  like  a  juggler's  propofal,  to  light  a  piece 
of  paper  at  a  rivulet,  and  Hill  as  extraordinary, 
to  find  this  fpring  at  its  fource  boil  on  one  fide 
only,  the  other  being  cool,  which  tempts  one  to 
conjedlure  that  the  ground  being    hollow,  may 
pofTefs  near  the  fource  fome  Volcanian  fire,  which 
heats  it  thus  partially. 
Aqua  di        The  Jqua  di  Pifciarelli  is  a  famous  medicinal 
Piiciarelli.  water  in  this  country ;  it  is  hot,  and  of  a  faltilh 
tafte  -,  its  fource  near  the  lake  d^Agnano^  and  be- 
hind the  Solfaterra.     Pozzuoli  is  about  two  miles 
and  an  half  from  hence,  there  we  embarked  in  a 
little  boat,  and  landed  at  Capo  Mefmo  *,  about 
three  miles  and  an  half  from  Pozzuoli  and  Cuma. 
Very  little  remains  of  the  ruins   of  the  ancient 
town.     The  principal  antiquity  is  a  cavern,  called 
Grotta      Grotta  Dragonara :  whether  this  was  intended  as 
Dra«o-     a   refervoir    for   water,   or    for   a    magazine   for 
^^^^'       wine  and  provifions,  to  fupply  the  fleet  of  Me- 


*  So  named  from  Eneas's  friend,  whom  he  buried  here.    See 
Virgil,  book  vi, 

finOj 
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jj/nno,  antiquarians  have  hitherto  difputed.     It  at 

brefent  confifts  only  of  a  long  winding  fubter- 

raneous  paflage,  with  rooms  on   each  fide,  but 

nothing  curious  or  worthy  of  obfervation. 

Having  quitted  this  promontory,  we  proceeded 

]  towards  Baia,  in   our  way  to   Cuma ;  and   here 

III  muft  mention   Monie  Nuovo,   a   great   natural 

■'  fcuriofitv  on  this  coaft,  if  the  effed  of  a  dreadful 

j  [eruption  may  be  fo  ityled.     The  Lake  Lucrine 

;',  i(now   dry)  after  a  violent   agitation    and  noife, 

,  [brought  forth   a   mountain  on  the  30th  day  of 

J  [September    1538,    which   fprung   up   from    the 

midft  of  its  waters.     A   violent  earthquake  at  the 

fame  time  entirely  deftroyed  a  village  very  near 

the  lake,  called  'Tripergola.     Much  damage  was 

done  in  the  environs  to  the  vineyards,  &€.     The 

lake  Lucrine  was  dried  up,  and  great  part  of  it 

filled  by  the   New  Mountain,    formed  of  lava, 

pumice-ftone,    and  fuch  fubltances  as  appear  to 

have  been  half-calcined.     This  fact  of  the  moun_ 

tain  having  been  produced  in  the  fpace  of  one 

.  :day    is   attefted   by    feveral    authors    of   credit, 

.amongft  many  others  by  Fietro  di  Toledo^  in  his 

^Dialogue  on  the   Earthquake  of   1538,    printed 

Jiat   Naples   the  very  following  year,  by  Leandro. 

i\'\d* Albert i,  mhh  Defcrizione  d' Italia,  &c.  i^c. 

4  j      No  bufh  or  plant,  nor  even  a  blade  of  grafs, 

^(M  grows    upon  Monte  Nuo"je  i    which  is  judged  to 

exceed  in  height  two  hundred  feet. 
ji  '      About  a  mile  north  of  Baia,  and  half  as  far 
'    from  what  was   the   lake   Lucrine,    is   the  lake  ^'vernus. 

Avernujs, 
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Avernns,  to  which  a  narrow,  winding  road,  with 
hedges  on  each  fide,  conduced  us.  This  lake 
is  circular,  of  about  half  a  mile  diameter,  fur- 
rounded  with  hills,  which  ftill  throw  fuch  a  fha- 
dow,  as  to  give  it  a  dark  look ;  but  when  they 
were  clothed  with  trees,  muft  have  caufed  the 
water  to  appear  almoft  black.  The  noxious 
quality  attributed  to  this  lake,  and  the  fulphu- 
reous  exhalations  fo  fatal  to  birds  who  fhould  at-, 
tempt  to  fly  over  it,  are  particularly  mentioned 
in  the  fixth  Book  of  Virgil.  At  prefent  it  has  no 
fmell,  nor  does  it  produce  any  extraordinary  va- 
pour. The  forefts  are  deftroyed,  nor  is  there,  I 
believe,  a  fibre  remaining  of  the  tree  that  bore  the 
golden  hough;  however,  our  guide  pointed  to  the 
gloomy  entrance  of  a  cave,  dole  upon  the  borders 
of  the  lake,  which  he  afllired  us  was  the  antique 
defcent  into  Hell,  and  that  we  muft  go  through 
a  narrow  and  fteep  pafiage  with  lighted  flambeaux 
to  fee  the  famous  cave  cf  the  Sybil,  this  being  one 
end  or  opening  of  it  -,  the  other,  he  told  us,  we 
Ihould  fee  at  Cum  a.  We  apprehended  the  time 
would  not  fufiice  to  reach  that  place  if  we  re- 
mained longer  here ;  and  we  knew  there  were 
lome  curious  tombs  worthy  of  obfervation  in  the 
road  thither,  fo  refolved  to  content  ourielves 
with  his  defcription  of  the  cave,  wliich  was  as 
follows :  that  after  defcending  a  bad  ftaircafe 
above  an  hundred  feet  deep  cut  in  the  rock^ 
which  is  alfo  very  winding,  we  fiiould  arrive  ac 
two  fquare  rooms,  ornamented  with  ftucco,  much 

in 
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in  the  fame  manner  as  the  interior  of  Agrip- 
pina's  Tomb.  I  interrupted  him,  to  fay  I  had 
no  inclination  to  proceed  fo  far  on  the  road  to  the 
infernal  regions.  We  determined  to  continue 
our  courfe,  after  having  firfl:  taken  a  view  of  the 
famous  Temple  of  Apollo,  probably  that  fo  beau- 
tifully defcribed  by  Virgil,  and  which  is  fituated 
on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  oppofite  the  Sybil's 
cave.  Our  guide  afiiired  us  there  is  a  fubter- 
raneous  paflage  leading  from  the  cave  to  the 
itemple,  but  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  pafs 
jthrough,  the  ground  having  given  way  in  many 
(places :  we  took  it  for  granted,  not  being  dilpofed 
to  make  the  experiment. 

The  Temple  of  Apollo  appeared  a  very  large  Temple 
ruin  -,  what  remains  is  built  entirely  of  brick  :  °^^P^*''*' 
a  great  fragment  of  its  dome  is  a  majeftic  objeft : 
but  our  guide  afiiired  us,  that  were  we  clofer, 
we  ihould  not  have  fo  good  a  view  of  it  as  from 
where  we  were  then  pofted,  the  mafl^es  of  ruined 
wails  being  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  whereas 
at  prefent  the  point  of  view  grouped  them  well 
together ;  his  reafons  were  plaufible,  and  we  con- 
tinued our  road. 

It  is  really  furprifing  to  obferve  the  natural 
tafte  of  thefe  poor  people,  and  how  much  of  hif- 
tory  true  and  falfe  they  know,  confidering  their 
education,  &c. :  though  they  are  often  bewildered 
and  confufed  in  regard  to  ancient  dates  and  events, 
confounding  legendary  tales  (handed  down  to 
them  by  their  forefathers)  with  hiltorical  fads. 
8  But 
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But  not  to  lofe  time  in  dlgrefllons,  having  quitted 
the  borders  of  the  lake  Avernus,  we  came  again 
to  that  beautiful  part  of  the  country,  the  Elyfian 
Fields,  which  I  mentioned  in  my  laft  letter.     Here 

Mare  is  a  fmall  lake,  called  Mare  Morto^  but  ftyled 
by  the  peafants  Mercato  di  Sahbato ;  it  is  full  of 
fifli,  and  joins  on  to  the  fea,  by  a  narrow  com- 
munication that  admits  of  being  dammed,  fo  as 
to  prevent  the  fifli  from  returning  thither.     The 

Acheron,  famous  Acheron  is  about  a  mile  from  hence ;  this 
is  now  called  by  the  peafants  Lago  Fufaro  :  near 
it  was  fituated  the  country- houfe  of  Servilius 
Vatia,  mentioned  by  Seneca  as  the  only  man  who 
knew  how  to  live ;  he  defcribes  alfo  the  beauties 
of  the  fituation  and  houfe. 

Between  the  lake  of  Mare  Morto  and  the  fea* 

Pifcina  fhore  is  a  great  antique  building  called  Pifcina 
e,  ]^/[jj.^iiig^  which  was  probably  a  refervoir ;  it 
meafures  two  hundred  feet  by  one  hundred  and 
thirty  ;  the  roof  is  fupported  by  forty-eight  large 
pillars  •,  you  defcend  into  it  by  two  flaircafes,  each 
of  forty  fleps. 

I  believe  you  think  we  (hall  never  arrive  at 
Cuma  •,  but  the  reafon  is,  that  thefe  antiquities 
I  have  mentioned  lie  wide  of  each  other,  and  are 
fo  fituated,  that  they  cannot  be  taken  regularly 
the  roads  to  them  frequently  out  of  repair,  oblige 
you  to  double  back  the  fame  ground  over  again ; 
)  thefe  reafons  and  others  put  it  out  of  my  power 

to  give  you  a  clear  idea  of  their  pofition  with 
rcfpecl  to  each  other,   unlefs  1  could  fend  you 

a  map 
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a  map  of  the  country,  a  convenience  much  wane- 
td  by  ftrangers,  but  not  to  be  had.  In  our  way 
to  Cuma  we  paiTcd  by  Eauli,  where  we  had  dined 
the  day  before;  thefe  arc  about  a  mile's  dillance 
from  each  other. 

Cuma  is  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  a  Greek  Cuma, 
people  of  an  ifland  now  called  Negropontis,  the 
ancient  Eubeans  of  the  city  of  Calchis,  a  thou- 
fiind  years  before  the  Chriilian  £era.  The  ruins 
are  fpread  over  a  large  trad:  of  ground,  and 
many  of  them  covered  by  the  fea  ;  yet  eafily 
perceived  from  a  rock  which  jursout  into  tlie  water 
near  Bauli.  i\mongft  thofe  ruins  upon  terra  fir- 
ma^  is  a  houfe,  which  v/e  entered ;  the  walls  are 
furprifmgly  thick  and  (Irong  j  the  roof,  on  the 
outfide,  now  even  with  the  ground,  is  fiat  and 
fiuccoed  with  a  ftrong  compofition  of  pounded 
lava  and  pozzuolane ;  the  rooms  vaulted,  but  of 
imall  dimenfions. 

Here  are  fome  remains  of  the   houfe  of  Lu-  l.cc;  Ta.'s 
cullus,  whofe  luxury  coft  him  his   life  :  the  walls  '^"^'^' 
are  of  large  bricks,  built  in  a  kind  of  mofaic  ; 
fome  of  its  lofty   arches   ftill  vifible  wicnefs  its 
former  fplendour. 

Arco  Felice  is  the  name  of  a  great  gateway,  pro-  ^^.^^ 
bably  one  of  the  entrances  of  the  town  ;   to  this  Fehce. 
is  joined  on  each  fide  part  of  a  ftrong  and  very 
thick  brick-wall,  fixty  feet  high. 

The  Giants  Temple  is  a  building  of  twenty-  TempTc 
nine  feet  long  by  twenty-five  •,  the  cieling  arched,  of  the 
and   divided    into   compartments,    in  which   are    '^""' 
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three  fquare  niches :  What  this  building  was  de-  ■ 
figned  for  is  not  known,  or  why  it  is  now  called 
the  Temple  of  the  Giants.  There  is  another 
vault  of  eighty  feet  long  under  ground,  and  near 
this  temple,  with  niches  in  the  walls,  from  which 
it  may  he  conjediured,  with  great  appearance 
of  probability,  that  it  has  been  a  catacomb  or 
burial-place. 
s;hvi's  The  entrance  of   the    Sibyl's  *   Cave  is   by  a 

Cave.  broad  and  flat  arch  •,  it  is  lb  filled  up  with  earth, 
as  to  prevent  its  being  penetrated  farther  than 
about  twenty  paces  with  eafe.  It  really  feems 
polTible,  that  this  fhould  be  the  other  end  of  the 
cavern  on  the  fide  of  Avernus.  Our  guide  al- 
ferts  ftrenuoufly,  that  he  has  himfelf  gone  the 
whole  v/ay,  a  great  part  of  it  upon  his  hands 
and  knees,  and  conftantly  (looping  more  or  lefs 
during  the  remainder  of  the  palTage  -,  but  we  are 
not  ready  to  believe  that  a  man  of  his  fort  would 
undertake  a  pilgrimage  of  this  nature  from  no 
other  motive  than  that  of  curiofity.  We  entered  the 
cave  a  few  paces,  but  the  arch  and  the  ground 
were   fo   near,  that  it  foon   became  neceffary  to 

*  The  Cumean  Sibyl  was  the  feventh  in  the  order  of  Sibyls  ; 
fhe  was  faid  to  be  the  daughter  oF  Glaucus,  and  prieftefs  of 
Apollo,  to  have  lived  feven  centuries,  and  was  the  fame  who 
oiFered  Tarquin  the  Sibyl's  books  of  which  there  were  nine  ; 
fhe  demanded  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  which  was  refufed 
her;  upon  which  (he  burned  fix  of  them,  and  the  king  regret- 
ting he  had  not  purchafed  them  all,  and  belitving  the  remain- 
ing three  might  contain  moll  important  fecrers,  acquired  thenti 
at  the  price  fhe  had  afked  for  the  whole. 

get 
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get  upon  our  hands  and  knees-,  and  as  it  Teemed 
to   become  ftill   more   contra6led,  and   the  flam- 
beaux grew  dim,  we  retired  with  v^hat  fpeed  we 
could  ;  fo  judge   you   if  it   was  poiTible  for  this 
man  to  ha''e  penetrated  three  miles  in  utter  dark- 
nefs.     I  filled  my  pockets  with  fome  handfuls  of 
the  earth,   amongfl  which  there  are  abundance  of 
antique  bits  of  mofaic,  broken  agate,  iifc.  ;  and. 
upon  examination,  found  one  intaglio  of  jafper; 
it  reprcfents  the  fign  Scorpion,  holding  a  crefcent 
between  the  fore-claws,    and    has   a  ftar    placed 
near  the  tail ;  it  is  perfcfl,  but  I  was  forry  it  was 
not  upon  a  fine  gem.     I  have  packed  up  a  couple 
of  deal-boxes,  which  contain  fome  antiques  and  ar- 
ticles in  natural  hillory  :  thty  are  togo  to  England 
by  fea  the  firft  opportunity. 

Having  vifited   all  that  feemed  worthy  of  ob- 
fervation  at  Cuma,  we  went  to  the  burying-places  Burying- 
in    its    neighbourhood,    called    by   the    peafants  P^^'-"^^- 
Cell-Imperia.     Thefe  depofitories  of  the  allies  of 
the  dead   refemble   each  other  fo  nearly,  that  I 
fhall  defcribe    but  one  of  them,    by   which  you 
may  judge  of  all  the  others  :  it  is  that  of  Julius  Monu- 
Csfar ;  the  plan  is  circular,  the  walls  of  brick,  T^^^aefer 
in  thefe  are  little  niches,  each  of  them  containing 
an  urn,  in  which  the  afhes  were  depofited ;  thefe 
have  been   removed,  our  guide  told    us,  to   the 
Cabinet  of  Portici,  but  we  cannot  recoiled  hav- 
ing feen  them  there. 

The  plan  is  on  a  fmall  fcale ;  I  fhould  judge 

it  not  to  exceed  ten  feet  in  diameter ;  the  roof 
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forms  a  dome;  the  architeiTture  is  of  the  moll 
fimple  kind,  ■  without  painting  or  ftucco.  We 
defcended  into  it,  for  all  thele  maufoleums  are 
under  ground. 

We   returned   and  dined   at   Pozzuoli,    at  our 
guide's   houfe,  who   is  a  fiflierman,  and  has  a  to- 
lerable  habitation.      He   is   one   of  thofe  people 
who   at  Naples  are   called  Lazzaronis.     We  had 
frefli    butter,  new-laid-eggs,    bread,    bifcaits,  an- 
chovies,   and    winej   he   fliewed   us    great    hofpi- 
tality,  and  we  rev/arded  him  accordingly.     When 
about  to   return    to  Naples,  he  afl<:ed   me  in  the 
moft  humble  manner,  If  1  had  any  of  the  black 
filk    Englilh    plader,   fo  fovereign   for   wounds  ? 
At   firll  1   did  not   comprehend  what  he  applied 
for,  but   upon  recollection,  found  it  muft  be   the 
black    {ticking  court   plafter.     Luckily  I   had   a 
bit  in   my   pocket-book,  which  I   gave   him  •,    he 
returned   me   a  thoufand    thanks  •,  and   I  learned 
from    him,    that  Lady    Sudley   when    at    Naples 
had   been   fo  kind  as  to  give   him  and  others  of 
the  lazzaroni  a  good  deal  of  it,  which  they  had 
found  an  infallible  remedy  for  the  colp  di  cohelU 
they  fo  frequently  receive  in  brawls  and  quarrels 
with  each  other.     The  prejudice  which  prevails 
here  to  whatever  comes  from  England  is  aftonifh- 
ing  i  and  indeed  the  mereft  trifle  cures  thefe  poor 
people,  who  are  almoft  in  a  fiate  of  nature.     He 
mentioned    to    us     feveral    anecdotes     of   Lady 
Sudley,  much  to  her  honour.     This  lady's   hu- 
manity, generofity,    and  every   virtue,  joined  to 

a  refined 
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a  refined  underftanding,  a  moft  liberal  education, 
and  an  elegant  peiibn,  has  made  luch  an  impref- 
fion  upon  the  hearts  of  the  Neapolitans,  from  the 
court  down  to  the  iazzarcni,  that  whenever  flie 
is  mentioned,  they  with  difficulty  reftrain  their 
tears  •,  a  grateful  tribute  to  her  m.emory  in  a  fo- 
reign country  ! 

Having  now  bid  adieu  to  thefe  delightful 
coafts,  which  I  cannot  expefl  to  fee  again,  1  fliall 
return  to  Naples,  and  to  a  further  defcription  of 
that  city  and  of  Capo  di  Monti,  which  is  fituated  Caro  di 

.  .  .  Monti. 

in    its  fuburbs.     This  old  palace  uninhabited  by  '  ^ 
the    court    has     never    been    completed     within, 
though   begun  in    173S.     It  contains  a  fine  col- 
ledion  of  books,  piilures,  antiques,  and  natural 
hiftory.     On  the  firft  floor  is  an  apartment,   con- 
fifting   of  twenty-four    rooms,    filled   with    pic- 
tures ;  the  bt^fl  are  thofe  which  adorn  the  gallery 
called   the   Duke  of  Parma's.     Of  thefe,  I    fhall 
mention  but  a  few  that  pleafe  moll.     I  have  not 
time  at   prefent  to  be  minute,  but  (hall  abridge 
from  the  notes  taken  by  both  of  us  upon  the  fpoc 
as  much  as  poffible.     A  famous   pifture,  though 
a  copy;  the  original    is  at  Florence,  by  Raphael, 
It   is  that   wherein  Leo  X.  is  reprefent^^d  betv/een 
two  cardinals.     This  copy  is  fo  adm/irably  uone,  „       , 
that  it    deceived   Giulio   Romano,  who  fhewed  it    .ndrea 
to  Andrea   del  Sarto  (him.felf  the   author  of  the  ^'^'^  ^^'^°" 
copy),  and  enlarged    upon  the  beautiful  touches 
of   his  mafter  Raphael  which   he  pointed  out  to 
him,    not  forgetting   many   encomiums    on    the 
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RafFad'o, 


Annibal 


great  (Irokes  in  the  drapery,  which  he  thought 
ineftimable.  Ji-idge  how  Andrea  mud  have 
prided  himfelf  on  having  deceived  fo  great  a 
mafter. 

A  Madonna,  little  Jefus,  and  St.  John-,  St. 
Jofeph  in  the  back  ground,  with  a  wallet  at  his 
back-,  a  duplicate  of  that  famous  fmall  pidture 
at  the  Palais  Royal  at  Paris,   by  Raffaello. 

Eight  piftures  by  Annibal  Carracci.     A  Pieta  j 
Carracc!.   j}^g  Virgin's  character  noble,  her  attitude  and  ex- 
preffion   truly   atFeding  •,    the   dead  Chrift  finely 
done. 

A  fmall  pidlure,  reprefenting  St.  Anne  (hew- 
ing a  crown  of  thorns  to  the  Virgin  :  the  colour- 
ing quite  frerti. 

Hercules  between  Vice  and  Virtue  ;  the  three 
figures  are  not  well  grouped,  being  placed  at  too 
great  a  diftance  from  each  other  j  but  the  drawing 
is  in  a  great  manner. 

Rinaldo  and  Armida ;  (he  is  employed  in  ad- 
jufting  her  hair,  he  holds  her  a  Ipoking-glafs ; 
yet  the  painter  might  have  improved  his  repre- 
fentation,  from  the  paffage  in  Taffo's  Jerufalem,  , 

Two   Concerts,    by    Corregic,    they    are    well 
done.     The  famous  Danae^  by  I'itian',  1  do  not- 
think  it  equal  to  that  already  mentioned  in  the 
poflelTion  of  a  private  family  at  Florence. 

Several  good  pi6tures  by  the  Baflans ;  one  in 
particular  fo  well  done,  that  it  turned  my  flo- 
mach  :  I  began  to  fancy  I  fmek  that  odious  faint 

fmell 
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fmell  which  makes  me  fick  if  I  go  near  raw 
meat.  Thefe  brothers  had  an  unaccountable  taPce 
in  all  their  piflures  -,  they  never  omit  the  difguft- 
in2  circumftances  attendant  on  kitchens,  nfh- 
market*^,  and  dirty  fhops. 

A   beautiful  Madonna^  by   Carlo   Dolce,  in  his  Cario 
higheft  manner  of  finifliing.  Dolce. 

Several  fine  flcetches,  by  Raffaello.  Raff.ello. 

A  fmali  Crucifixion,  by  Michad  Angela.  ;^j,  ^^j. 

Two  Holy  Families,    by  Pietro  Perugino,  in  S^'"- 
'  the  ufual  ftyle  of  this  mafter.  f^eruRino. 

A   Lucretia,  by  Novalone  :  this  is  a  charming  Novalone. 
pifture,  I  think  ;   but  fome  Grandi  Virtucfi  aficrt 
the  Lucretia  to  be  too  young  (I  do  not  know  from 
what  hiftory  they  have  been  able  to  afcertain   her 
age) :   if  this  be  a  fault,  it  is  certainly  on  tlie  right 

•  fide ;  probably  Tarquin  was  not  oi  their  opinion. 
The  father  and  morher  of  Lucretia  are  both  Icen 
in  this  pi6lure :  Brutus  appears  in  the  back 
ground,  as   if  entering    the   houfe,    accompanied 

'  by  other  Romans.     M has  found  means  to 

get  this  pi(5i:ure  copied  ;  it   is  well  cone  and  the 

•  only  copy  in  our  poileffion. 

Venus  didliading  Adonis  from  the  fatal  chace  ♦, 
the  dogs  are  coupled,  and  as  impatient  as  their 
mafter  to  be  gone.  Vcnus's  figure  is  graceful, 
and  full  of  the  moft  tender  anxiety.  This  pic- 
ture is  by  Tizziano.  Ti-^.isno, 

A  picture  of  a  Party  at  Cards  :  three  men  ir 
Spanifn    drefies    at   play :    one    underllands    and 
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manages  the  game  as  artfully  as  Don  A — t — o  ; 
the  others  are  as  deeply  engaged,  and  exprefs 
more  anxiery  for  the  event.  It  is  an  admirable 
piece,  by  Caravagio, 

The  portrait  of  a  favage  man,  kept  as  a  buf- 
foon ov  fool  in  the  court  of  a  Duke  of  Parma;  he 
is  covered  over  with  hair,  like  a  bead  :  a  baboon 
and  a   lap-dog   are   at  play  on  his  lap;  on   his 

Corregio,  jQioulder  is  a  monkey  feeding  a  parrot,  by  Cor- 
regio,  and  finely  done,  though  not  a  pleafing 
pidure. 

Byafcho-      Another  admirable  pidlure,  of  a  man  reading, 

lar  of        painted  on  ftone,  by  a  fcholar  of  RafFaello. 
Raffuel]o. 

A   famous   picture,    and    very    defervedly   ef- 

Annibal     teemed  fuch  ;  by  Annibal  Carracci :  the  lubjed, 

arracci.    ^^   -^^^^  homo. 

Draw-  Several  fine  drawings  of  RafFaello   and  other 

^"2=^*         great  mafters. 

Corregio  ^^^^  fmall  Magdalen,  by  Corregio,  is  an  ini- 
mitable piece-,  it  is  but  eight  inches  long;  fhe 
is  oroftrate  and  reading :  this  has  been  often 
copied. 

Guide.  -^  Marriage  of  St.  Catherine,  by  Guido,  bears 

every  graceful  proof  of  this  elegant  painter. 

A  picture  reprefenting  Hypocrify  in  the  fhape 
of  a  Capuchin  friar,  who  would  cheat  the  World  ; 
but  the  World,  defcribed  by  the  figure  of  a  va- 
aabond  inclofed  in  a  fphere,  deals  foftly  behind 
him  and  cuts  away  his  purfe.  There  is  much 
hvimour  in   this  pidure ;    and  here   are  a  great 

many 
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many  other  paintings  worthy  the  attention  of  all 
lovers  of  the  art,  that  my  time  will  not  permit 
me  to  mention. 

Tn  this  fine  colleftion  are  a  profufion  of  cu- 
rious antique  infcriptions,  fufficient  in  themfelves 
to  furniOi  a  volume.  Many  admirable  bas  re- 
liefs in  marble,  and  carvings  in  wood.  Several 
frefco-paintings  of  great  merit,  taken  off  the  walls 
of  Nero's  palace  at  Rome ;  one  in  particular, 
reprefenting  a  military  charity,  highly  executed. 
A  complete  feries  of  medals.  A  great  number 
of  cameos,  intaglios,  ^c.  on  valuable  gems,  em- 
ployed our  attention  fo  much,  that  we  forgot  the 
hour,  but  were  fo  frequently  reminded  by  the  re- 
peated importunity  of  our  fervants,  who  were 
impatient  to  go  to  dinner,  that  we  at  lad  quitted 
a  place  replete  with  curiofities,  much  againfb  our 
will.  I  cannot  believe  we  Ihall  find  any  town  in 
Italy  fo  agreeable  as  Naples.  There  is  nothing 
the  moft  low-fpirited  Atrob'daire  can  defire  to  con- 
tent him,  (were  that  poiTible)  but  may  be  found 
here.  But  this  letter  v/ould  not  conclude  for  a 
week,  was  I  to  expatiate  on  the  manners  of  the 
Neapolitans,  the  magnificence  and  brilliancy  of 
their  afTemblies,  the  charms  of  their  mufic,  i^c. 
therefore  I  haften  to  mention  the  royal  palace, 
the  theatre  of  St.  Carlo,  and  fome  other  objeds, 
which,  were  I  to  omit,  you  would  with  juftice 
reproach  me. 

The  fituation  of  the  Palace  is  fuch,  that  one  Palace. 
of  the  wide  fronts  looks  on  the  fea.     Its  archi- 
tecture 
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teilure  is  in  a  good  ftyle-,  there  are  twenty- two 
vvindovvs  in  front,  and  three  great  doors  of  en- 
trance :  it  is  decorated  with  three  ranges  of  pi. 
lafters,  one  above  the  other,  of  the  Doric,  Ionic, 
and  Corindiian  orders :  and  the  whole  of  the 
building  is  finifhed  by  a  baluftradc,  on  which  are 
placed  vafes  and  pyramidical  ornaments  alter- 
nately. A  magnificent  ftaircafe  of  a  beaudful 
proportion  conducts  you  to  the  apartments ;  thefe 
are  well  furnilhed,  and  abound  in  gilding  and 
lookinp--s;lafres.  Here  are  alfo  fome  pidures  j 
but  not  one,  in  our  opinion,  worth  mentioning 
after  thofe  of  Capo  di  Monte. 
Theatr:s.  In  this  city  are  three  theatres,  //  Teatro  di  S. 
Carlo^  that  of  the  Fiorcntini  (To  called)  and  // 
'Teatro  Niiova,  for  the  buffoon  operas.  6".  Carlo\ 
joins  on  to  the  palace,  lb  that  the  court  can  pafs 
from  thence  to  the  theatre  under  cover.  The 
great  entrance  for  the  public  is  very  convenient  j 
a  commodious  double  ftaircafe  leads  to  the  boxes. 
The  theatre  is  amazingly  vail  (confidering  it  as 
modern).  It  is  fliaped  nearly  as  that  at  Turin, 
but  I  think  much  larger.  There  are  fix  ranges 
of  boxes  •,  the  firll  confifts  of  twenty-two,  the 
others  of  tv^-enty-four  each:  They  contain  from  ten 
to  twelve  people  very  conveniently,  and  might 
hold  many  more,  were  they  fitted  up  with 
benches  or  covered  feats,  as  they  are  in  England  •, 
but  here  cabriolets  (French  arm-chairs)  are  the  only 
feats.  Thefe  boxes  are  hung;  with  filk,  ao-retable 
to  the  tafte  of  their  owners,  and  well  illuminated. 
3  'ih^ 
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The  front  of  each  range  is  faced  with  looking- 
glafs,  which  on  common  occafions  are  covered 
with  drapery  curtains  richly  ornamented ;  but 
upon  gala  days  this  drapery  is  removed,  and  the 
glafles  being  uncovered,  produce  an  efFefl,  which 
at  firft  view  perfuades  you  all  is  enchantment. 
The  lights,  the  company,  the  ftage,  are  refledled 
from  fide  to  fide,  and  confequently  fo  often  mul- 
tiplied, that  it  confounds  a  fpeftator.  The  pillars 
that  feparate  the  boxes  are  decorated  with  large 
ftatuss  of  genii,  &c.  finely  gilt ;  they  fuftain 
wax-candles  of  prodigious  fize,  and  make  a  daz- 
zling appearance reflefted  from  the  looking-glalTes 
behind  them.  The  orcheftra  is  compoied  of  about 
ninety  excellent  performers;  thofe  that  lead  are 
capital ;  and  here,  for  the  firft  time  in  my  life,  I 
was  fenfible,  that  it  is  pollible  for  a  number  of 
muficians  to  fill  each  his  part  with  fuch  pre- 
cifion  and  accuracy,  that  the  whole  harm.ony 
ihall  produce  one  perfc6t  found,  as  if  one  foul 
or  mind  guided  them  all.  Mufic  is  here  in  the 
higheft  perfe(5tion.  I  had  fancied  I  could  have 
diftinguifhed  good  mufic  from  bad,  or  even  from 
indifferent ;  but  fince  I  have  been  here,  I  am 
quite  convinced  I  really  never  heard  perfefl  in- 
ftrumental  mufic  before.  They  tell  us,  that  there 
is  as  good  an  orchefi.ra  at  Rome  j  and  that  at  the 
Pope's  chapel,  during  the  Sa7ita  Settemana,  the 
fineft  voices  in  Italy  are  to  be  heard  :  I  fhall 
foon  be  able  to  give  yoa  my  opinion  of  thefc 
niatters  ^  but  as  this  country  produced  a  Corelli, 

a  Jo- 
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a  Jomelii,  a  Leo,    a  Pergoleze,    a   Galuppi,    a  i 
Terradellas,  ^c.     I   think    it    might   ftand  unri-  j  ^ 
vailed  in  the  fcience  of  mufic.     Our  fingers  here 
at  prefect  are  not  greatly  eftecmed ;  to  me  they 
feem  charming.     The  decorations  and  drefTcs  are 
extremely   brilliant.     The   dances   are   chiefly   of 
the  grotefque  kind.     The  Italians  almoft  univer- 
fally   hate  the   ferious   dance.     The  famous  Ga- 
brieli  is  not   here  at  this   time  ;  but  the  Neapo- 
litans bcaft  fo  much  of  her  talents,  that  I  am  in- 
clined to   believe    her   voice    muft   exceed    even 
what  they  affert  it  to  be  •,  they  are  all  fo  extremely 
modetl,  in  rcfped:  of  every  thing  they   particu- 
larly excel   in,  and    never  highly   commend  any 
artifb  in  mufic  or  painting  without  the   ampleft 
foundation.     The   royal  box   makes  a  fuperb  ap- 
pearance, particularly  when  the  Qiieen  is  prefent, 
at  which  time  the  ladies  belonging  to  the  court, 
and  others,  are   full    dreffed,    and   covered   with 
a   profufion  of  jewels ;   but   the  Qiieen   outfliines 
them   all,  not  only  in  magnificence  of  drefs  (for 
that  would   be   nothing  extraordinary),  but  in  a 
flyle  of  beauty,  and  gracefulnefs  of  air,  peculiar 
to  herklf. 

The  Tealro  di  Fiorentini  is  a  fmall  theatre  (for 
Italy),  and  built  much  in  the  French  tafte.  The 
'cpera  buffa  (comic  opera)  is  chiefly  reprefented 
here;  fometimes  they  perform  comedies.  The 
troop  of  coaiedians  are  for  the  greater  number 
Florentines. 


The 
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The  I'eatro  Nuovo  is  by  no  mean^  well  con- 
[ruvfted    nor    elegantly    decorated.      The    comic 

era,  pantomimes,  and  ballets  grotefnues  (a  kind 
interlude)  are  what  this  theatre   reprctents  :   \i 

open  during  the  whole  of  the  fum.mer. 
i.  I  believe   Naples   is  the  only   city  in  Italy,  ex- 

pt  Boloo;n^  where  all  ecclefiaftics,  even  incsnks, 
jrequent  the  theatre.  Speaking  oi"  priclls  re- 
minds   me  of  churches  ;   but  do  not  be  alarmed, 

fhall  mention   but   a  few  of  the  mod  curious, 
bt  having  had  time  nor  much    incllnadon  to  ex- 
lore  the  fubalrcrn  ones,  which  abound  here. 
'  U  Duomo,  dedicated  to  St.  Gennaro,  is  built  in  I!  D.om© 
n  old  Gothic  tafte,  on  the  ruins  of  a  temple  de-  ^''"f*-^- 
icated  to  Apollo.     In  this  church   are  one  hun- 
red  and  ten  pillars  of  African  marble,  and  a  great 
umber  of  ornaments  of  ilucco  gilt.     There  are 
>ainrings  in  the  roof  by   Santo  Fede  and  Luc. 
jiordano :    the   colouring   is   too    grey,  and    the 
igures  want  relief.     The  fount  is  antique  ;  it  is 
eally  a  vafe  of  Bafalte  or  black  marble,  which, 
>y  the  bas  relievos  on  its  fides,  plainly  appears  to 
lave  been  facred  ro  the  rites  of  Bacchus. 
Here  are  fome  tolerable  pictures  by  Luc.  Gi-  Piaures 

rdano,    Solimene,     end    the    Chevalier    Conca.  '"•  ^"""- 
That  over  the  great  altar  is  one  of  the  befl,  the  Solimene. 

bjedl  an  AiTumption  ;  by  Perugino. 
In    a  fmall  chapel  called  the  Socccrpo^  repofes 
he    body  of  St.   Gennaro.     Joining  on   to  this 
;hurch  is  another,  Santa  Reflituta:  there  are  fine  Santa 
"mtique  colum.ns  here,  brouQ-ht  from  the  Temple  f'<^''*'f"fa 

^  '  &  r      Church. 
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of  Neptune  near   Pnozoli.     This  church   is   re- 
markable  for   a   circular   chapel,    finely   propor^^ 
tioned,  and  well  ornamented  with  forty-two  pil- 
lars   of   Brocatelli    marble,    which   contains    the 
treafure  of  St.    Gennaro.     Here   are    niches,    in 
which  are  placed  bronze  ftatues  of  nineteen  faints  ; 
Culio       they  are  by  Gulio  Finelli ;  but  1  think  them  very 
'•      indifferently   executed.      Under   thefe   the    relics 
of  each  faint   are  preferved  in   hollow  buftos  and 
fmali  filver   ilatues.     In   the    church    is  a   larcre 
pidure  of  St.  Genaro  by  Spagnolett :   there  are 
many  valuable   gifts    preferved     here ;    amongft 
a  great  number  of  others,  the  gold  chalice  orna- 
_  mented  Vv'ith    diamonds,    is    eftimated  at  about 
four  thoufind  pounds  fterling  •,  alfo  many  ftatues 
and  filver  buftos,  &c.  of  very  great  value,  and 
feveral  of  them    enriched  with   precious   ftones. 
A  nich  behind  the  altar,  to  which  there  is  a  filver 
door,  is  the  rcpofitory  of  two  cryftal  phials,  filled 
with  the  pretended   blood  of  St.  Gennaro,  which 
they  formerly  affcrted   to  have  been  colledled  by 
a  Neapolitan  lady,  who  was  prefent  at  his   mar 
tyrdom  :  but  now  the  Neapolitans  are  above  fuch 
impofitionj     and    the   ridiculous    pretended    ml 
racle  of  the  iiquefadion  of  his  blood  upon  cer 
tain  days,  &c.  is  grown  almoft  univerfally  con 
temptible   at   Naples,    even    in   the  eyes  of   the 
vulgar  :  for  the  poor  man  who  fweeps  the  church 
faid,  that  the  Prince  Sanfevero  had  made  a  chy- 
mical    preparation   which    exadly    refembles   St 
Gennaro's   blood,  and  caufed.it  to  liquefy  in  the 

famf 
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fame  manner,  by  the  warmth  proceeding  from 
his  handling  the  phial,  and  turning  it  up  and 
down.  1  am  perfuaded,  that  were  the  two  ho- 
lidays *  in  each  year,  and  the  pompous  pro- 
celTions  in  honour  of  this  laint,  to  be  put  down, 
the  miracle  would  foon  ceaie. 

■  Another  church  in   much  eftimation  is  St.  Fi- Stf"^^'pp^ 
lippo  di  Neri  :  i:  is  highly  decorated  with  marble  ^h^r^-h. 
and   painting.     The  whole  hillory  or   the    Saint 
is   reprefented    by    Solimene,    and   tolerably  well 
done.     There  is  a  cupola  belonging  to  one  of  the 
chapels,  which  is  painted  in  frefco  by  Simonetti.  Simonetti. 
It  is  well  done,  the  colouring  good,  and  the  com- 
pofition  ingenious:    the  fubjecl   is    Judith   flievv- 
inff  the   head  of  Holofcrnes  to  the  whole  army, 
who  all  appear  terrified  at  the  fight.     At  the  top 
'  of  the   cupola  is  a  glory,  with  a  blafphemous  re- 
prefentation,  but  too  common  in  Italian  churches. 
]      In   another  chapel  is  an  admirable  pidlure  ol: 
'St.  Ft'ancis  by  Guido;   the  head  and  hands  finely  g^jj^j^^ 
done  :    and   a  very   affecting  painting,  reprefent- 
ing   St.  Alexis   expiring,  with  a  glory,  in  which 
appears  angels  confoling  him  ;   the  figures   are  all 
.graceful,  and  of  the  mod  amiable  charader:  it 
is  by   Pietro  da  Cortona.      Over  the  great  door  pje-ro  ^^ 
of  entrance,  within  the  church,  is   a  very  large  Conoiu. 
painting  in  diftemper,    by  Luc.    Giordano ;    the  t.uc 
fubjed  the  buyers  and  fellers  driven  out  of  the  Giordano, 

temple.     The  fize  of  this  pi6lure  is   enormous: 

I 

*  The  6th  of  May  and  the  19th  of  September, 

there 
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there  is  great  merit  in  thj  various  exprefilons  of 
the  perfon ages,  and  (kill  in  the  grouping. 

One  of   the   chapels    contains   three    paintings 

relative  to  the  hiftory  of  St.   Filippo-     They  are 

L  c,         all   by   Luc.  Gi'.rdano.     That  appears  to  me  to 

Giordanc,  i  l  •  i  ■    i  r 

nave  much  merit,  which  reprelencs  an   intervie.v 
between  the   Saint  and  St.  Baromeo,     In  another 
part  of  the  church  is  a  juftly  efleemed  pidlure  of 
jejro^         bt.  Andrew,   by  Spagnoletto. 

I  could  fay  more  of  the  churches  5  but  I  will 
not,  though  I  told  you  before,  I  have  not  feen 
them  all ;  and  I  own  there  is  nothing  more  fa- 
tiguing than  church-hunting,  except  perhaps  (in 
your  opinion)  church  reading. 

The  palace  and  chapel  with  all  its  curiofities 
belonging  to  //  Principe  de  Sanfevero  D.  Roimando 
di  Sangro^  being  all  fet  forth  in  a  pamphlet  which 
bears  the  above  title,  I  (hall  omit  mentioning 
any  otherwife  than  by  faying  we  have  accurately 
examined  it  with  the  book  in  our  hands,  and  of 
which  you  may  have  the  perufal  when  we 
meet. 

Do  not  expert  any  circumftantial  account  of 
Mount  Mount  Vefuvius :  iVIr.  Hamilton  (now  Sir  Wil- 
Veiuvius.  ]i^JJ^^  i^^g  wrote  moft  ingenioufly  upon  that  moun- 
tain and  volcanos  in  general;  his  treatife  will 
appear  (hortly  in  Englifli.  All  I  have  to  tell  you 
is,  that  although  there  has  been  no  eruption 
(properly  fo  called),  fince  we  have  been  here, 
yet  the  mountain  is  always  burning,  and  in  a 
dark  night  makes  a    moft   flaming  appearance. 


[     H5     ] 

from  our  windows.  It  bellows  like  diHrant  thun- 
der, frequently  throws  out  flames  to  a  prodigious 
height,  and  great  ilones  red  hot,  which  are  plainly 
difcernible  at  this  diftance. 

I  have  feveral  times  obferved  the  allies  thinly 
covering  our  balconies :  they  are  as  fine  as  fifced 
i  wood-afnes.  If  there  ihould  happen  an  irruption 
j  within  this  day  or  tv/o,  I  do  not  think  we  Ihould 
I  be  able  to  refill  the  temptation  of  poftponmg  our 
journey  to  fee  it :  but  I  affure  you,  I  have  ftridly 
complied    with  your  injunctions,    and  have  not 

attempted  to   go  up  the  mountain  •,  M in- 

I  deed  had,  with  great  fatigue  and  difficulty,  gained 
i  the  mouth  of  the  crater  •,  but  the  wind  fetting  in 
j  his  face,  he  was  obliged  to  defcend  without  being 
I  able  to  look  down  into  it,  the  fulphureous  fmoke, 
I  ftench,  and  adies  fcarccly  permitting  him  to  breathe: 
however  I  prevailed  with  him  not  to  attempt 
it  a  fecond  time,  though  he  alleged  he  had  not 
fcen  it  to  his  liking.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  moft 
hazardous  and  dangerous  undertaking  :  the  afcent 
is  very  painful ;  and  the  ground,  or  rather  aihes 
[and  lava,  under  your  feet,  fubjed  to  open  fud- 
idenly,  whilft  paffing  over  them,  and  difcover 
[dreadful  chafms,  through  which  appear  gulphs 
(of  liquid  fire.  Were  I  to  expatiate  on  the  danger 
of  this  exploit,  I  might  m.ention  many  other 
matters  :  but  fhall  only  take  notice,  that  ftones 
red  hot,  many  of  them  as  large  as  a  clothes-prefs 
iOr  commode^  are  vomited  out  of  the  crater^  which 
(falling  down  again  with  great  violence,  may 
Vol.  II.  L  e^fily 
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eafily  crufli  the  curious  traveller,  who  perhaps 
is  employed  in  the  inveftigation  of  the  lava,  over 
which  he  is  labouring  with  much  pain  and  dif- 
ficulty. Amongft  the  amufements  of  Naples,  I 
Corfo.  believe  I  did  not  mention  the  Corfo.  Here  the 
Neapolitans  ditplay  a  magnificence  that  amazes 
ftrangers,  particularly  on  the  ^^/^-days.  The 
coaches  are  painted,  gilt,  and  varnifhed  fo  admi- 
rably, as  to  exceed  by  many  degrees  in  beauty 
the  fined  in  Paris :  they  are  lined  with  velvet  or 
fattin,  fringed  with  gold  or  filver.  The  Neapo- 
litan horfes  are  the  moft  beautiful  I  ever  faw; 
large,  ftrong,  high-fpirited,  with  manes  and  tails 
as  fine  as  flax,  of  a  great  length,  and  in  waves. 
Their  harnefs  is  as  brilliant  as  it  is  pofliblc  to 
make  it  ^  I  fliall  only  mention  one  fet,  by  which 
you  may  judge  of  others :  the  whole  was  made 
of  blue  filk.  and  filver;  and  the  ornament  that 
covered  the  top  of  the  horfes  manes  reprefented 
yows  of  convolvulufes  formed  of  the  fame  ma- 
terials, and  finely  executed :  on  their  heads  they 
bore  white  oftrich  feathers  and  artificial  flowers. 
On  thefe  ^^/^-days,  the  Neapolitan  ladies  drive 
with  fix,  and  often  with  eight  horfes ;  befides,  a 
kind  of  fumpter  horfe,  which  does  not  draw,  but 
is  faftened  on  the  outfide,  between  the  leaders 
and  the  next  pair.  This  creature,  over  and 
above  a  profufion  of  ornaments,  is  covered  with 
an  incredible  number  of  little  bells,  of  which  he 
feems  very  proud,  kicking,  prancing,  and  plung- 
ing from  time  to  time,  as  with  defign  to  hear  his 
2  bells, 
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bells  jingie.  This  horfe  is  called  Bakrina,  I  fup- 
pofe  from  appearing  to  dance  as  he  goes.  Were 
I  writing  Italian,  I  niuil  have  wrote  Ihe,  inftead 
of  he,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Balerina  ;  a  manner 
of  exprefling  reipedl  in  more  inftances  than  the 
Sumpter  horfe.  I  could  not  but  refledt  on  the 
infinite  pains  and  labour  the  dreHing  fuch  a  num- 
ber oi'  horfes  requires.  I  fuppofe  que  la  toilette 
des  chevaux  commence  au  'point  du  jour  comme  celle 
de     *     *     *     * 

The  Volantes  (running  footmen)  of  whom,  to 
each  equipage,  there  are  generally  tvvo,  are  as 
finely  adorned  as  the  horfes,  and  I  do  fuppofe 
them  to  be  the  mod  alert  in  the  world.  The 
Neapolitans  value  themfelves  much  on  thefe  mi- 
nifters  of  luxury  ;  they  are  all  very  elegant  fi- 
gures. I  don'T  remember  to  have  feen  one  homely 
young  man  amongft  the  hundreds  that  appear  on 
the  Corfo,  Footmen,  you  may  fuppofe,  are  not 
wanting;  they  are  in  great  numbers  in  every 
noble  family  here  :  three  or  four  go  behind  the 
coaches,  and  often  more  walk  by  the  fide  of  the 
equipages.  We  have  frequently  feen  on  the 
Corib  from  four  to  fix  hundred  carriages.  Lord 
Til — y,  who  gives  fine  afifemblies,  dinners,  fup- 
pers,  i^c.  and  who  lives  in  a  magnificent  fiy!e, 
rivals  the  Neapolitans  on  the  Corfo  in  the  bril- 
liancy of  his  equipage,  and  the  expence  of  his 
liveries,  volantis,  efr.  Need  I  add,  that  the 
ladies  who  are  conveyed  in  thefe  luperb  coaches 
are  covered  with  jewels,   and  the  fineft   cloaths 

L   2  that 
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that  can  be  procured  from  Lyons.  The  filks 
manufadured  in  Italy  are  in  no  efteem.  All  the 
people  of  fafhion  wear  thofe  of  Lyons.  The 
embroidery  of  Naples  is  famous,  but  generally 
worked  on  French  filks.  In  my  opinion,  the  ex- 
ecution is  firmer,  and  neater,  and  the  drawing  in 
a  bttter  tafte,  than  the  embroidery  of  Vienna. 

After  having  pafi^ed  the  whole  day  and  part 
cf  the  night  in  writing  this  long  letter,  I  am  at 
lad  come  to  a  conclufion. — You  fhall  hear  from 
me  when  we  fhall  have  reached  Rome     *     *     * 

1  am  as  ever,  &c* 


LET. 
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LETTER     XXXIX. 

Rome,  March  20th,   1771. 

ERE  we  are  fafely  arrived,  in  good 
health  ;  and  extremely  well  lodged,  at  16  . 
fequins  a  month  for  our  apartment,  and  two 
feqnins  our  kitchen,  in  the  Sirada  della  Cruce,  a 
flreet  that  goes  out  of  the  Piazza  di  Spagna.  The 
houfe  is  precifely  oppofite  Pio's,  where  we  lodged 
before.  Our  apartment  confifts  of  a  good  anti- 
chamber,  a  drawing-room  about  '^^  feet  long 
by  30  wide,  and  15  high,  two  very  handfome 
bed-chambers,  and  a  narrow  flip  of  a  room  which 
I  intend  to  ufe  as  a  fale  a  manger.  The  rooms 
(except  the  antichamber)  are  hung  with  crimfon 
damafl^,  the  chairs,  beds,  and  fofas  of  the  fame. 
They  are  furniflied  with  fine  marble  tables,  and 
looking-glafles  ;  we  have  alfo  a  good  kitchen,  and 
rooms  for  our  fervants.  Our  return  hither  has 
been  attended  with  much  fewer  inconveniencies 
than  our  journey  to  Naples ;  for  //  Signore  Pig- 
natelli  was  fo  obliging  as  to  furnifli  us  with  a 
written  order  figned  by  the  proper  people  in 
power,  which  operated  to  curb  the  infolence,  de- 
lays, i^c.  of  the  poft-mafter's  cuftom-houfe  of- 
ficers, and  fuch  kind  of  mifcreants,  who  are  the 
torment  of  travellers-,  yet  he  did  not  flatter  us 
with  the  hope  that  this  infl:rument  for  good  order, 
good  manners,  i^c.  would  be  of  much  ufe ;  af- 
L  3  furing 
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furing  us,  that  he  himfelf,  though  armed  with 
every  auchority  that  might  be  iuppofed  conducive 
to  his  eafe  and  convenience  upon  the  road,  and 
moreover  veiled  with  a  public  charafter  from  his 
government,  which  demands  attention  and  re- 
fped,  was  fo  ill  treated  and  ill  ferved  by  inn- 
Iceepers,  i^c.  as  to  be  obliged  to  prefer  fuch  com- 
plaints againft  them  upon  his  return  to  Naples, 
as  procured  a  fufpenfion  of  fome  of  the  poft- 
mafters,  ^c.  and  a  total  difqualification  of  others 
from  a  continuance  of  their  bufinefs. 

I  have  often  been  agreeably  furprifed  at  find- 
ing, by  your  letters,  that  my  great  packets  reach 
you  fafe.  The  polls  in  Italy  (at  lead  as  far  as 
we  have  been)  are  ill  regulated,  and  the  letters 
conveyed  in  fo  carelefs  a  manner,  that  I  wonder 
they  are  not  frequently  loft.  If  they  charged 
for  double  letters  in  thefe  countries  as  in  England, 
my  letters  would  coft  you  an  immenfe  fum ;  but 
as  they  are  paid  for  by  weight,  I  fcribble  as  clofc 
as  I  can,  and  you  fay,  you  never  paid  fo  much  as 
nine  livres  but  once,  and  then  there  was  more 
than  one  packet.  I  think  it  a  great  deal  of  money 
for  my  epiftles,  though  you  make  fo  light  of  it. 
I  am  now  nearer  to  you  than  when  at  Naples,  fo 
flatter  myfelf  I  fhall  hear  from  you  oftener.  We 
are  in  daily  expectation  of  fome  of  your  letters 
from  Naples,  and  I  do  not  queftion  your  having 
wrote  to  Rome  immediately,  on  my  firft  hinting 
our  intention  of  changing  our  quarters.  I  have 
no  reafon  to  complain  of  neglect  of  writing  on 

your 
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your  part — your  tender  friendihip  »  *  «  # 
****** 

We  have  already  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
fome  of  our  Englifti  friends;  many  more  are  ex- 
pedled  from  Florence.  Our  Roman  acquaintance 
will  be  very  extenfive.  I  wiQi  we  may  have  time 
to  fee  this  once  miftrefs  of  the  world,  and  all  her 
curiofities  •,  but  is  that  praflicable  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  months  ?  However,  we  Hiall  be  diligent, 
and  apply  ourfelves  to  the  purfuit  of  the  great 
objects  which  brought  us  hither ;  and  endeavour 
to  ufe  our  time  with  the  beft  oeconomy. 

Upon  looking  over  my  notes  taken  at  Naple?» 
I  find  I  did  not  mention  fome  particulars  I  had 
purpofely  marked  for  your  information.  In  de- 
fcribing  the  Corfo^  I  negle<5led  to  fpcak  of  the 
various  amufements  for  the  people,  which  con- 
tinue the  whole  length  of  the  fuburb  called  the 

Corfo. Mountebanks,  ballad-fingers,  dancers, 

and  even  friars,  who  are  mounted  in  pulpits,  dif« 
play  their  various  talents  to  the  vulgar.  This  is 
change  of  fcene  to  the  company  alfo,  who  fome- 
times  condefcend  to  flop  their  coaches,  in  order 
to  liften  to  the  eloquence  of  a  Charlatan,  or  the 
lamentable  preachings  and  menaces  proceeding 
from  the  pulpit  in  a  difmal  tone.  The  more  the 
friar,  with  great  vociferation,  denounces  dan> 
nation,  flames,  and  devils  to  the  public,  the 
louder  are  the  acclamations  of  the  people.  But 
the  circles  round  the  ballad-fmgers  and  mounte- 
banks, exceed  thofe  of  the  preachers. 

L  4  The 
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Lazzaron".      The  Lazzaroni,   as   they  are   here  called,  are 
of  the   lowed  rank  amongfi   the  people.     They 
are,  in  general,  bred  to   no   other  bufinefs  than 
that  of  filhing  and  carrying  burdens,  and   are  of 
a  different  character  from   the  other  Neapolitans. 
Being  a  very  extraordinary  people,  I  aflure  you, 
they   govern    themfelves   by  a  point  of  honour, 
which  is  ftriftly  obferved — may  be  fafely  confided 
in  to   carry  money  and  the  moil  valuable  goods  ; 
— never   betray  a  truft  ; — rigidly  perform   their 
promife  •, — proteft,    to   the   lofs   of   their    lives, 
whoever  flies  to  them  for  Ihelter,  whether  againft 
their   creditors,   or   for   any    offence    whatfoever. 
They  are  of  a  robuft  make  and  conilitution,  pa- 
tient of  fatigue. — Their  women  are  handfome. — 
The  men  and  boys  remarkable  for  diving  •,  being 
accuftomed   to  fwimming   from  their  earliefl  in* 
fancy.     When  paft  cliildhood,  they  wear  a  parti- 
cular drefs ;  a  kind  of  Ihort  coat  very  thick,  and 
impenetrable  to  rain  •,  which   alfo  protefls  them 
from  the  intenfe  heats  of  the  fun.     This  fluff  is 
wove  with  certain  long  filaments  of  a  dark  brown 
colour,  and  looks  like  hair. — It  grows  to  a  fliell- 
fifli  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  oyfter.     The  fifli 
contained   in-  the  (bell  is  of  a  deep  red  colour, 
and    has  a  fourifli  tafte.      The  children,  during 
the  fpring,  fummer,  and  autumn  months,    wear 
no  clothes  ; — the  w^omen  only  a  jacket  and  petti- 
coat of  a  kind  of  callimanco,  with  a  large  piece 
■  of  coarfe  linen  over  their  heads,  necks,  and  flioul- 
ders,  to   proteft   them   from  the  fun  ;  in  which 

trim 
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trim  they  fit  at  the  doors  of  their  habitations 
all  day  long,  mending  fifhing  nets.  They  have, 
literally,  no  houfes,  but  chambers  wrought  in  the 
rock,  at  a  place  called  Chiaia,  a  fuburb  of  Na- 
ples near  the  PaufiUipte ;  in  which  they  have 
cither  found,  or  formed  themfelves,  many  ob- 
fcure  retreats,  that  penetrate  far  into  the  clitF, 
where  they  can  conceal  themfelves,  or  thofe  who 
;  apply  to  them  for  protedion,  upon  any  emergency. 
I  In  this  fuburb  (Chiaia)  are  feme  pretty  new 
houfes,  where  the  Englifh  generally  chufe  to  re- 
fide,  to  the  amazement  of  the  Neapolitan  gentry, 
who  fancy  they  run  great  rifk  in  fo  bad  a  neigh- 
bourhood i  their  prejudices  not  favouring  the  laz- 
zaroni. 

Of  a  gala. day,  thefe  psop  ,  of  both  fexes,  are 
iadorned  with  a  quantity  of  broad  gold  and  filver 
ilace,  with  which  the  men's  coats  are  trimmed, 
as  alfo  the  women's  jackets  and  petticoats,  which, 
for  thefe  occafions,  are  of  filk.  Thefe  latter, 
upon  fuch  days,  wear  upon  their  heads  a  kind 
of  Caliotte,  laced  in  the  fame  manner,  with  gold 
ear-rings  of  a  large  fize,  pearl  necklaces  and 
bracelets. 

When  thefe  people  can  fave  money  enough  to 
be  able  to  appear  at  the  fports  on  the  Corfo  in 
Gala,  their  ambition  is  completely  gratified.  The 
pooreft  family  amongft  them  have  a  kind  of  one- 
horfe- chair,  and  a  little  horfe. — In  thefe  tottering 
equipages  do  they  drive  through  the  ftreets,  with 
furprifing  fwiftnefs  and  dexterity. 

We 
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We  were  very  fond  of  converfing   with    this 
people,   and  have   often   gone  into   their  houfes, 
which  are  not  dirty,  but  clofely  ornamented  with 
bad  piflures  of  faints,  looking-glaffes,  fome  good 
fhells,  and  fine  coral,  which  they  dive  for,  and 
find  in  great  abundance  near  the   coaft,  particu-' 
larly  on  the  fide  towards  Sicily.     We  have  bought 
feveral   articles  of  various   forts  from  them,  and 
never  found  one  amongft  them  inclined  to  knavery- 
or  impofition.     They  declare  themfelves  the  de. 
fcendants  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Naples  and 
its   neighbourhood :  and  that   the  princely,    and 
noble  families,  who   are  at  prefent  in  pofTeflion 
of  power  and  property,  are  not  gentlemen  com- 
pared to  them,  but  of  lefs  ancient  families.   They 
are  extremely  fenfible  and  entertaining  in  conver- 
fation,  and  when  they  have    brought  me  fhells, 
^c.  to  purchafe,  I  ufed  to   make  them  fit  down 
on  the  floor,  (which   is  a  great  favour  here)  in 
order  to  hear  their  legendary  accounts  of  them- 
felves and   country.     One   thing   is   remarkable, 
that  whether  the  defendants  of  the  families  they 
pretend  to  or  not,  they  are  the    only  Neapolitans 
whofe  features    refemble  the   buftos  and   ftatues 
found  at  Herculaneum  and  Pompeia. 

As  to  the  government  of  Naples,  it  is  defpotic. 
The  favourite  minifter's  name  is  Tannucci, — 
his  wife  has  admirable  fenfe,  and  great  political 
genius ;  however  I  believe,  with  fome  reafon, 
that  the  Prince  who  really  governs  there,  is  the 

King  of  Spain  5  at  lead,  fuch  is  the  prefent  ge- 
nerally 
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lerally   received   opinion.      But  I   cannot   enter 
nto  political  matters  at  prefent,  as  I  am  threat- 
imed  with  the  departure  of   the   pod  j  fo  mufl 
i.ialten  to  tell  you,  that  Rome  feems  a  defart  after 
iNTaples  ;  that  it  is  fo  cold,  we  have  great  fires^  in 
all  the  rooms  j  that  the  fpring  is  far  from  being 
jfo  forward  near  this  city  as  at  Naples ;  and  that 
iwe  quitted  fome  of  our  friends  there  with  much 
regret ;  being  thoroughly  fenfible  to,  and  grateful 
for,  their  civilities  and  friendlhip.  There  is  fome- 
ithing  very  fhocking  in  leaving  an  agreeable  place, 
and  an  amiable  people,  that  one  has  not  the  leafl: 
expedation  of  ever  feeing  more. — But  thefe  re- 
flexions   are   fuch   as   travellers   muft    accuflom 
ithemfelves  to  difpofe  of  in  the  beft  manner  they 
:are  able.     Adieu.     I  am  tired  after  my  journey. 
I  fhall  write  again  as  foon  as  1  pofTibly  can,  for 
,  to-morrow  we  commence  our  cours  des  curiofitcs, 

I  am  as  ever,  i^c. 
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LETTER     XL. 


Rome,  March  26,  1771. 

OIL 

JUST  as  I  fuppofcd  ;— I  have  received  letterMjj 
from  you  that  had  gone  to  Naples  ;  and  ons 
addrefled  here,  which  our  good   friend   Barrai 
haftened  with    himfclf.     I    like  this    old   ban] 
prodigiouQy ; — there  is  a  cordiality  in  him,  anc 
a  defire  to  be  rtdWy  ferviahle.     He  hurries  himfelf 
to  death  to  oblige  us,  and   he   knows  he  coulc 
not  do  it  more  effeflually  than  by  his  kind  atter]iJ 
tion  in  the  delivery  of  our  letters  -f.      *     *       •! 
************ 

We  have  made  an  addition  to  our  travellini 
library,  which   is  of  the  greateft  ufe  to  us  ;  viz.1 
a   book  entitled,    Antichita  di   Roma  dell*  Ahai 
Ridoljino  Venuti  Cortonefe^  &c.     The  author  has 
kindly  for  his   readers,    delineated   the   different 
quarters  of  Rome  and  its  environs,  with  the  ruins 
and  other  curiofities  they  contain,  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  to  fave  a  ftranger  much  time  and  trouble  j 
as  by  following  his  diredlions,  it  is  eafy  to  cal- 
culate how  much  may  be  feen  in  a  morning.     It 
is    illuitrated    with    accurate    meafurements,    de- 
fcriptions,  and   cuts ;    the  latter,    unfortunately, 
are  but  poorly  executed.     This  work  will  fhcw 

t  A  great  part  of  this  letter   is  omitted  by  the  Editor,  as  it 
relates  to  matters  and  pcrfons  unintereiling  to  the  Public. 

you 
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ou  Rome  at  our  return,  much  better  than  any 
:efcription  I  can  give  you  •,  however,  as  you 
onftantly  wifh  me  to  continue  a  defcription  of 
mat  I  have  leen,  I  will  not  quite  difappoint  your 
Ixpeftation,  but  fnall  fo  far  comply,  as  ro  men- 
^,on  thofe  particular  palaces,  churches,  (latues, 
.lidures,  ruins,  that  ftruck  us  moii,  though  not 
h  fo  circumftantial  a  manner  as  I  have  done  in 
'sgard  to  other  parts  of  Italy,  leis  noticed  in  the 
ooks  of  travels.  If  you  fhould  wifh  to  fee  more 
[articulars  than  I  give  you,  have  patience,  and 
It  our  return  you  (hall  have  the  perufal  of  a  cer- 
jiin  pocket-book,  containing  many  notes  and  ob- 
'^rvations  made  upon  the  fpot. — You  fee  I  refped 
four  partiality. 

T  do  not  think  Sadler's  prints  of  the  ruins  of 
I'.ome  fufficiently  accurate  after  the  originals. 
I'iranefe's  are  too  confufed  to  give  a  clear  idea 
f  them  ;  he  is  fo  ridiculoufly  exad  in  trifles,  as 
)  have  injured  the  fine  proportions  of  the  columns 
f  the  portico  to  the  pantheon,  by  inferting,  in 
■is  gravings,  the  papers  (luck  on  them,  fuch  as 
jlvertifements,  ^c.  Many  other  filly  particulars 
if  this  nature  have  confufed  his  defigns ;  yet  they 
*e  efteemed  the  beft  here ;  and  we  have  made 
p  ample  coUedbion  of  the  mod  valuable  of  them. 
I  The  ruins  we  have  feen,  greatly  exceed  our 
ileas  formed  of  them  from  books  and  prints. 
■  The  Capitol,  or  as  it  is  here  called,  //  Qim-  Capitol. 
'doglio^  has   employed   us    two   long    mornings. 

he  approach  is  ftriking.     The  three  flights  of 

eps    which    rife  to  it  have    a  m.agnificent    ap» 

I  pearance  » 
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pearance  ;  they  are  fo  built  that  a  coach  may  b« 

drove  up  them.     The  French  call  thefe  flights  ol 

fleps  tin  Efcalier  cordonne^  which    expreffion   fuf- 

ficiently   explains   the   pradicability   of  a   coacF 

going  up  itairs. 

Sphinxes.       The   two  Sphinxes  of  Bafalte,   placed  at  tht 

bottom  of  the  ftair-cafe,  have  great  merit.     Thej 

are  of  remote  antiquity,  and  luppofed  to  be  Egyp 

tian.     The  Capitol  confifts  of  three  confiderabli 

buildings.     The  fenator's  palace  in  the  middle 

the  two  others  at  right  angles  with  it.     One  ii 

the  Palazzo  di  Conjervatcri,    the  other  the  Mu 

Archltea  Jemn.      The  architecture    was    defigned   and  ex 

Angelo "    <^cuted  under  the  infpeflion  of  Michael  Angelo 

Statue.      In  the  centre  of  the  Piazza  ftands  the  equeftriai 

ftatue  of  Marcus  Aurelius.     It  is  impoffible  t( 

do  this  ftatue  jullice  by  any  defcription  1  can  giv< 

of  it.     What  Carlo   Maratci   faid  to   the  horfe 

may  give   you    an  idea  of  its  truth  ;    Why  do*j 

thou  not  walk.  ?  haji  thou  forgot  that  thou\t  alive 

Senr.tor's       The    Senator's  Palace   does    not   contain   an; 

Palace,     curiofities  or  antiques  worthy  of  attention,  it  is  pro 

perlyfurnifhed,  and  has  fine  apartments  fuitable  t 

the  diftinguiflied  rank  of  the  prince  who  occupie 

Confer-    it.     The  Pdlazzo  di  Confervatori  is  fo  called  fron 

vatori  Pa-  ^j^^  three  mao-iftrates  denominated  ConfervatOTS 

lace. 

who  hold  their  councils  there.     In    the  court  be 

Statues,     longing  to  this  palace  are  feveral  ftatues  in  bronze 

and  in   marble  ;    fome  are  antique,   others   mc 

dern  :  the   moft  remarkable  are   the   hands  an 

Coloflal    feet  of  a  mutilated  colofTal   ftatue  of  Apollo" 
ftatue. 

*  See  Pliny  for  this  ftatue  and  dimsnfions. 
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it  is  faid  to  h:ive  been  41  feet  high.  We  mea- 
lured  a  great  toe,  which  was  exaftly  35  inches 
round  the  thickefl:  part.  The  lion  tearing  a  horle 
is  originally  of  Greek  fculpture-,  it  is  not  wholly 
antique  •,  the  parts  wanting  have  been  fupplied 
by  Michael  Angelo;  the  body  of  the  horfe  is  an- 
tique, and  very  fine. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Hair-cafe  is  a  famous  Co-  Famous 
lumn  ereded  in  honour  of  Duilius,  the  firfl  Ro-  C^^""""* 
man  who  acquired  a  naval  victory  in  the  year  of 
J  Rome  49.  This  column,  no  more  than  12  feet 
'  high,  looks  rudely,  being  interfefted  by  the  re- 
I  prefentations  of  the  prows  of  fhips,  which  give 
it  a  itrange  appearance,  and  hurt  the  proportions. 
The  fea-horfes,  in  Ifas-relief,  on  the  prows,  are 
of  good  workmanihip.  Several  curious  morfels 
in  fculpture  ornament  the  wails  of  the  flair- cafe. 
1  muft  mention  one  of  them,  on  account  of 
the  Angular  ufe  to  which  it  is  put :  it  is  in 
has  relief,  and  antique.  All  the  fturgeons  that  are 
brought  to  market  are  meafured  againft  this  marble 
one.  Such  as  are  in  length  equal  to  the  diftance 
between  the  head  and  the  firft  finns,  and  thofe 
that  exceed,  are  the  property  of  the  Roman  ma- 
giftrates.  This  has  been  a  cuftom  from  time 
immemorial.  The  infcription  over  the  bas-relief  is ; 

CAPITA  RISCIUM,  MARMOREO  SCHEMATE,  LON- 
GITUDINEMAJORUM,  USQUE  AD  PRIMAS  PENNA3 
INCLUSIVE,  CONSERVATORIBUS  DANTO,  FRAU- 
•  DEM  NE  COMMITTITO,  IGNURAiNTJA  EXCUSARI 
NECREDirO. 

The  great  Salloon  is  painted  by  the  Cavalierl  Great 

d*Arpinoi  it  reprefents  the  firft  sfreat  events  of^,^J^°^"* 
*■  ^  ^  D  Arpino, 

the 
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the  Roman  ilory  •,  in  fix  pieces.  The  beft  is  the! 
battle  of  the  Romans  with  the  Veii.  It  is  the 
only  battle-piece  1  have  feen  fufficiently  diftindt 
to  give  me  an  idea  of  a  dreadful  engagement  be- 
tween  two  hoilile  armies. 
Buffo  M.        1^  j.|^^  fecond  Salloon  is  an  admirable  bufto  in 

Angelo 

Buona-      bronze,  by -Michael  Angelo  Buonarotti. 

I?^!'*  Two  beautiful  columns  of  Verd  Antique,  eleven  ! 

feet  high.  ' 

Famous         A    She- wolf  in   bronze    fuckling   Remus   and 

Bronze.  '  Ro^iulus.  According  to  hiftorians,  this  is  the 
fame  which  flood  in  the  ancient  Capitol,  and  was 
ftruck  with  lightning  at  the  inftant  Brutus  ftabbed 
Csfar.  The  wolf's  fide  is  opened  with  a  long 
gafli,  and  the  edges  of  the  metal  appear  really 
to  have  been  burnt.  It  is  a  very  fine  thing,  not- 
withftanding  this  injury.  The  countenance  of  the 
wolf  is  extremely  interefting.— Maternal  tender- 
nefs,  and  the  importance  of  her  office,  are  cu- 
rioufly  blended  in  her  phyfiognomy  and  gefture. 

Statues.  A  ftatue  in  bronze,  alfo,  of  a  young  man,  oc- 
cupied in  extradling  a  thorn  from  his  foot.  This 
is  as  fine  a  piece  of  fculpture  as  any  in  Rome. 
It  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  reprefent  Cneius  Pe- 
coravius,  by  others  Martius. — The  eyes  are  form- 
ed of  a  compofition. 

A  bufto  of  Brutus,  the  founder  of  the  republic, 
and  the  firft  conful  of  Rome,  511  years  before 
the  Chriftian  sera.  The  greatnefs  of  his  mind 
difplays  itfelf  in  his  countenance. 

A  beau- 
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A  beautiful  fiatue  of  one  of  the  Camilli,  The 
eyes  are  of  lilvftr. 

■  There  are  fevcral  other  bafloSj  fiatues,  mea- 
ftjres,  (^c,  &c.  -,  but  I  willi  to  be  as  concife  as 
pofTible  in  my  letters  from  Rome,  for  the  reafons 
I  have  already  alleged. 

The  gallery  of  picture??,  collec^led  by  pope  Be- 
nedict XiV.  by  the  advice  of  cardinal  Vaienti, 
the  fecretary  of  date,  joins  on  to  the  Confcrva- 
torio.     I  ihall  mention  but  a  few  of  them,  though 

*     there  are  many  that  merit  the  mod  accurate  at- 

j    tent  ion. 

A   rape  of  the  Sabines   by  Pietro  da  Cortona.  P.  da 
In  one  of  the  groups  is  a  diftrefs  lb  flriking — but  ^°''^^"** 
judge  of  it  yourfelf :  an  old  man  is  endeavouring 
to  refcue  his  dausjhter  from  a  warrior.     She  clings 
about  her  father,  whofe  age  and  weaknefs  renders 
him  incapable  of  protecting  her. 

A  picture  reprefenting  the  fuckling  of  Remus 
and  Romulus— finely  done  by    Rubens.       iVluft  ^"'^^ns. 
not  the  partiality  of   the  painter,  however,  raife 
a  fmile  in  every  fpeitator ;  who  introduces  a  Fle- 
mi(h  peafant,    trudging   through   the   ruihes,    in 

r ,  order  to  difcover  the  infants  ? 

I|       A    large    miniature,    by   Madame    Subleyraz,  Subley- 
copied  from  one  painted  by  her  hufband.     The  ^^^' 
fubjeft    is   the   Magdalene   wafhing   the  feet  of 
Chrift  :  the  colouring  is  ftrong,  the  tints   frelh, 
and  a  firmnefs  in  the  defign  very  rarely  found  in 
miniature  paintings. 

Vol.  II.  M  The 
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Gucrcinc.  The  Perfian  Sybil,  by  Guercino;  the  head  h 
remarkably  graceful,  and  the  countenance  pen- 
five,  yft  animated.  But  the  colouring  of  this 
mafter  inclines  too  much  to  the  violet,  as  does 
his  flefh,  drapery,  ^c. 

A  pidure  which  reprefents  Vanity  under  the 
form  of  a  woman,  highly  draped,  lying  on  a 
bed,  with   a  crown  and  fceptre  at  her  feet.     This 

Titfar..      piece  is  by  Titian  •,  the  colouring  very  fine. 

Guido.  A  Judith,  by   Guido;  the  painter  has   repre- 

fented  her  in  the  moment  of  returning  thanks 
to  God  for  her  having  decapitated  Holofernes. 
The  attitude  is  good. 

,-  -i^  The  e;oddefs  Fortune,  by  Guido ;  a   beautiful 

figure — elegantly  defigned — not  draped.  She 
appears  to  be  running  round  a  globe,  and,  at  the 
iame  time,  turning  (as  for  her  amufement)  a 
crown  upon  her  fingers'  ends.  I  confidered  this 
picture  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  difcovered^ 
as  I  thought,  new  graces,  both  of  invention  and 
execution. 

Annibal        -^   beautiful  MadonxHa  and  Infant  Jefus,  with 

Carracci.  5t.  Francis  in  adoration,  by  Annibal  Carracci. 

The  Samaritan,  by  the  fame;  the  colouring 
fine. 

S.Ivator         Two  pi<5lures,  by  SalvatorRofa:  one  reprefents 

f^"^'*-  a  foldier,  refting  himfelf  at  the  foot  of  a  tree; 
the  ether,  a  magician,  forming  a  pad  with  in- 
fernal fpirits  ;  this  lad  is  admirable. 

Guido.  There  is  a  large  painting,  in  frefco,  by  Guido, 

which  entirely  covers  the  wail  at  the  end  of  the 

gallery. 
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gallery.  It  reprefents  Ariadne,  to  whom  Venus 
prefents  Bacchus.  This  is  greatly  finilhed.  Ari- 
adne's attitude  is  worthy  of  Guido.  The  expref- 
fion  of  Venus  forms  a  fine  contraft  to  the  afBided 
Ariadne ;  and  the  furprife  and  admiration  in  Bac- 
chus is  ftriking ;  the  face  and  attitude  of  Venus 
animated,  lively,  and  majeftic.  The  Bacchanals 
are  extremely  well  executed.  One  of  the  Bac- 
Ichantes  is  a  moft  graceful  figure — and  there  are 
feveral  children,  whole  variety  of  attitude  and 
amufements  are  well  exprefi^ed. 

I  Ihall  mention  but  two  more  pidlures  in  this 
colle6tion,  one  on   account  of  the  fingularity  of 
,  the  fubje<fl :  It  reprefents  a  happy  foul  under  the 
'  figure  of  a   winged    genius,    who,    quitting  the. 
earth,  is  flying  away  into  paradife.     The  compo- 
fition    of  this  piece    is    extremely  curious,    and 
,  equally  meritorious,  in   my  opinion,  on  the  fide 
•  of  invention  ;  for  the  upper  part  of  the  figure  is 
feen  through  the  brightnefs  of  the  glory  towards 
the  top  of  the  pifture.     Guido  has  fhewn  a  (kill  Guido. 
1  in  his  colouring  which  furpafies   any  thing  given 
i  us  by  Nature,  following  here  an  original  imac^e 
j  formed  in  his  imagination  only. 

A  picture,  by  Jacopo  Bafi^ano ;  eueemed  the  facor^o 
I  bed  he  ever  did,  reprefenting  a  brafier's  fhop. —  Bafia'no, 
It  is  impoffible  to  fee  brafs  porridge-pots  and 
other  culinary  vefiiels  better  done,  and  in  greater  va- 
riety of  fituation.  Vv- hat  a  ftrange  genius  had  this 
,  painter,  whofe  performances  always  fmell  of  the 
kitchen  ! 

M  2  The 
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Mufeum.  The  Mufeum,  (juftly  fo  ftyled)  oppofite  to  the 
Pallazzo  of  the  Conrervarorio,  contains  a  vaft 
colledion  of  antique  fiatucs,  bas  relievos,  buflos, 
^c.  I  muft  not  pafs  them  all  over  in  filence, 
though  1  might  refer  ycu  to  far  abler  defcriptions 
than  you  muft  expe6l  from  me. 

Oppofite  to  the  iron  gate  of  entrance,  and  at 

Statues,  the  end  of  the  court,  appears  the  celebrated  ftatue 
called  Marforio  •,  it  was  tound  in  the  place  formerly 
the  Forum  Martis^  near  this  fpot.  It  is  a  coloflal 
figure  lying  down,  and  without  much  merit; 
feeming  to  reprefent  a  fea  or  river  god  ; — nor 
fhould  I  have  noticed  or  difturbed  his  godlhip, 
had  it  not  been  that  againO:  this  were  palled  the 
anfwers  to  thofe  fatyrical  verfes  ftuck  upon  an- 
other antique  ftatue  called  Fafqiiino^  from  whence 
the  term  pafquinade,  fo  frequently  given  to  kur- 
rilous  and  abufive  poems.  Under  the  portico 
are  a  great  number  of  ftatues,  infcriptions,  and 
farcophagufes.  Two  very  large  Egyptian  idols 
make  a  ftriking  appearance  \  they  are  of  Bafalte : 
on  their  heads  are  mural  crowns  in  the  fiiape  of 
towers-,  and  in  their  left  hands  they  hold  branches 
of  date  trees.  Various  hieroglyphics  are  fculp- 
tured  upon  them.  Another  idol  reprefenting  an 
Ifis  of  oriental  red  granite,  has  on  her  head  the 
flower  of  the  lotus-tree.  This  plant,  held  in  fuch 
high  eftimation  by  the  Egyptians,  is  called  by 
the  botanifts  Nenuphar;  but  I  muft  not  digrefs 
here,  or  I  could  mention  the  wonderful  effeds 
afcribed,  and  many  curious  and  rare  ftories  in  re- 
lation 


iation  to  it.     Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  it  grows  com- 

,  monly  on  ftanding   pools  uf  water  j    and  happy 

j  were   it   for  antiquarians,  if  a  faliad  of  lorus  eat 

[  at  each  meal  or  immmediately  at  going   to  red, 

t^c.  could   infpire  them  with  fcicnce  fufficicnt  to 

comprehend  the  meaning  of  thefe  hieroglyphics. 

There   are  fome  antique   Altars  here,   vvich  cu-  Antique 
i  rious   bas  relievos :  that   on    which   Rhea  and  the  ^'^^'^~'* 
Coribantes  are   reprefenced,  is  one  of  the  beit  lor 
i  the  workmanfhip. 

In  a   room,  at  the  foot  of  the  uair-cafe,  is   a 

I  very  fine  colleclion  of  Egyptian  deities  :   they  are 

•[each of  them  quite  pertVct. — Here  is  a  beautiful 

bufto  of  Ins  with  Apis  at  the  back  of  her  head  ; — 

:  j  he  has  white  marble  horns.    The  reft  of  his  figure 

'.  is  of  Bafalte. 

The  wails  of  the  ftair  cafe,  on  each  fide,  are  Stair-cafe, 
incrufted  with  an  antique  plan  of  Rome,  enp-raved 
on  white  marble.  This  curiofity  was  found  where 
:the  church  of  St.  Come  and  St.  Damien  now 
.Hands,  and  in  the  quarter  at  this  day  called  Cam- 
fo-Vaccino^  where  the  temple  of  Romuius  and 
Remus  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  built.  The 
^graving  is  filled  up  with  vermilion,  which  makes 
'the  diftribution  of  ancient  Rome  diflinctly  per- 
[ceptible. 

Having  afcended   the    (lair-cafe,   you    are  firft  Col'er- 
■fliewn  into  an  apartm.ent  (which  contains  the  col-  t.u ,  of 
,  Jeftion)  confiding  of  fix  large  faloons,   and  a  gal-  fi^';^"^"" 

fiery  ornamented  with  ftacues,  builos,  i^c.     The 
V.bufto  of  I'rjian   is   very  oood.     An  altar,  ceo 
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rated  in  a  fine  tafte  with  feiloons,  formed  of 
fruits,  and  faftened  with  ribbons  to  ox-heads,  i^ 
admirably  fculpted.  The  falcon  of  the  Mifcel- 
lanea  has  a  iratue  of  red  marble,  reprefentinj 
Faunus  ;  in  his  right  hand  he  holds  a  bunch 
grapes, — in  the  left  a  knotted  crooked  ftick,  an4' 
on  that  llioulder  a  goat-fl<:in  filled  with  fruits. 
On  the  other  fide  of  him  is  part  of  the  trunk  of 
a  tree,  to  which  hangs  the  Syringa.  To  the  left 
is  a  goat;  which  reds  one  of  its  fore-feet  on  a 
bafket.  This  group  is  truly  admirable ;  the 
compofition  is  of  the  mofb  perfe(5l  proportions ; 
the  figure  of  Faunus  greatly  fpirited  ;  the  limbs 
are  not  antique,  but  have  been  well  reftored  by 
one  Bracci, 

A  fmall  Statue,  in   white  marble,  of   an   old 

Satyr  walking, Several  Buftos,  amongfi:  which 

the  following;  are  remarkable :  Domitius  Eno- 
barbus,  Silvanus,  Jupiter  Ammon.  An  unknown 
bufto,  with  fine  hair,  executed  in  a  great  ftyle. 
A  head  of  Bacchus,  and  one  of  a  woman,  which 
I  fhould  think  was  meant  for  Ariadne  ;  fhe  wears 
acrofs  her  forehead  a  linen  fillet. 

In  the  Salla  Grande ;  a  colofi^al  figure,  of  bronze, 
fitting ;  it  is  the  flatue  of  Innocent  the  Tenth, 
and  well  done,  by  Alguardi. 

The  falling  gladiator. — An  Antinous,  hold- 
ing a  fmall  cane  -in  his  right  hand  :  he  appears 
to  be  about  20  years  old  ; — his  face  is  beautiful, 
and  the  air  of  the  head  perfedly  graceful. 


An 


[     1^7     ] 

An  Egyptian  prieft. — The  dying  gladiator: 
this  famous  ftatue  exceeds  the  idea  I  had  formed 
of  it  from  the  copies  and  defcriptions.  The 
countenance  made  fuch  an  imprefiion  upon  me, 
that  I  believe  I  fliall  not  eafily  forget  it.  That 
arm  rellored  by  Michael  Angelo  exceeds  the  an- 
tique arm  in  beauty. 

Two  Centaurs  of  black  marble,  found  at  the 
Villa  of  Adrian.  The  faces  of  thefe  centaurs 
are  replete  with  expreffion  of  drollery  and  frolic. 
There  is  a  hardnefs  in  the  fculpture  of  their  bo' 
dies,  but  their  chara6ler  and  movement  is  good. 

Two  curious  Mofaics,  found  at  the  villa 
Adrian.  One  reprefcnts  a  garland  of  fruits  and 
flov.'ers,  with  two  goldfinches  and  two  butterflies. 
The  colours  are  lively,  and  the  ftones  fmali.  1  he 
other  fcillmore  beautiful,  is  unqueftionably  the  very 
fame  which  Pliny  mentions,  The  fubjedt  is  four 
doves,  fitting  on  the  edge  of  a  gold  bowl,  of 
elegant  form  and  workmanfliip.  Their  attitudes 
are  all  different,  and  their  feathers  fo  finely  cx- 
prefled,  that  were  they  alive,  they  could  not  ap- 
pear more  natural.  One,  in  particular,  vi/ho  is 
pluming  herfelf ;  and  the  hollow  fhe  makes,  by 
dividing  her  feathers  with  her  bill,  fo  irnpofed 
on  me,  that  I  could  not  refill  the  impulie  of 
touching  it,  to  convince  myfelf  that  the  furface 
was  really   fmooth.     This   piece   is  copying  for 

Lord  B e,  by  the  famous  workman  firnamcd 

§hiattri  Occhi^  from  his  wearing  two  pair  of  fpec- 
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tacles.  They  have  had  much  trouble  in  the  at- 
tempt, and  have  been  obliged  to  recommence 
feveral  times  -,  the  ftones  in  the  original  which 
produce  fo  fine  an  cffedt  being  of  very  irregular 
lliapes,  for  the  moll  part  excteJingly  fmall,  and 
placed  in  an  infinity  of  diredions.  But  if  one 
can  form  a  judgment  of  what  it  will  be  when 
finifhed,  by  what  is  already  don?,  I  Ihould  think 
it  may  come  very  near  the  original. 
Sfanzn  di  j^  ji^g  Slanza  di  Filofofi^  are  a  feries  of  illuf- 
tnous  men.  1  he  figure  or  Zeno  is  particularly 
ftriking;  he  is  very  ugly,  and  is  {^  charadleriftic 
of  the  idea  1  had  formed  of  him,  that  I  am  per- 
fuadcd  it  muft  be  extremely  like  what  he  was. 
Here  are  four  friezes,  ornamented  with  prows  of 
fhips,  and  inftruments  of  facrifice,  well  fculpted  •, 
taken  from  a  temple  of  Neptune.  Alfo,  a  more 
curious  than  beautiful  reprefentation,  in  has  reliefs 
of  the  death  of  Meleager. 

A  very  pretty  Bajfo  Relievo,  of  Etrufcan  an- 
tiquity, on  which  four  women  appear,  preceded 
by  a  fawn  :  it  is  highly  finifhed. 
Sala  Im-  In  the  Sala  de  Imperatori  is  a  baflo  relievo,  re- 
perato  1,  YiXt{Q.nl\ng  the  chace  of  the  wild  boar;  there  is 
great  fpirit  and  adtion  in  all  the  parties.  Per- 
feus  refcuing  Andromeda;  Lalande  obferves,  qu^ 
elk  eft  belle,  mais  trop  trijle.  I  wonder  how  fhe 
fhould  be  otherwife,  when  a  dreadful  monfter  is 
gaping  to  fwallovv  her  up. 

The   famous    Flora,    found   alfo   at   the  Villa 

Adriana.     The  fculpture   is  furprifing,   and  the 
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labour  of  the  workman  very  great ;  yet  the  dra- 
pery is  ftift. 

A  Venus,  juTr  out  of  the  bath ;  her  attitude 
is  the  lame  with  that  of  the  Venus  of  Medicis. 
By  her  fide  a  piece  of  drapery  and  a  perfuming 
vafe.  Her  mufcles  are  fuppic.  She  h:is  a  great 
fliare  of  grace,  and  is  edeemed  a  perftd:  figure 
here.  Yet  I  think,  was  Uie  drtlTcd,  fhe  would 
appear  too  plump  for  the  prelt^nt  talie.  Nor 
has  fne  that  imcoLnparable  Iwcetneis  of  face  which 
the  Venus  of  Medicis  poiT.ires. 

The  moft  remarkable  buftos  in  this  faloori 
are,  MefTalina,  whole  characfter  is  well  expreffed. 
— Julia,  daughter  to  Titus  — Sab:na,  vvifd  to 
Adrian,  reprefented  as  a  Ceres. — Faullina  ;  this 
is  a  charming  buRo ;  {]:e  feems  alive;  iicr  hur 
is  beautifully  dreffcd -,  fhe  has  a  noble  air  of  the 
head,  without  pride  ;    and  her  countenance   ex- 

1 1  prefTes  what  the  French  mean  by  enjcunierit,  and 
which,  by  the  way,  I  think  is  often  millaken  by 
the  ladies  of  another  ccuntry^  v/hen  they  mean  lio 
affume  it. 

Good    buftos   of   Caligula,  Nero,  Lucius  Ve- 

|.|i  rus,  and  Commodus. 

In  the  ^alla  of  Hercules  is  a   fine  Apollo,  with  SHHnof 

,   a  lyre  in  one  hand,  he  leans  upon  a  griffin  •,  the  *^  '^■'^'•^"' 
other  arm  is  turned   over  his  head  ;  this  it  u.e  is 
nioft  pleafing  in  its  proportions. 

j        Agrippina,    feated   in   a  curule   chair;   nothing 

'I  can  be  more  eafy  and  graceful  than  her  attitude. 
And  flie  is  finely  draped. 

A  Cu- 


[     I70    ] 

A  Cupid  and  Pfyche.  The  mofl  innocent  and 
tender  afFeclion  is  exprefied  in  this  amiable  group, 
and  univerlally  pleales  every  fpeflator ;  although 
il  grande  Virtuojo  are  eager  to  find  a  fault  in  the 
fcull  of  the  Cupid,  which  I  am  glad  I  had  not 
fufficieat  Jcienc»  to  difcover.  To  me  they  ap- 
peared perfect  in  every  particular,  and  that  the 
artift  had  modelled  them  after  the  moft  beautiful 
natures,  in  body  and  mind,  that  could  be  found 
under  the  age  of  fixteen. 
Saila  del  '^^^^  ^alla  delVcfo  is  fo  called  from  its  contain- 
Vaib.  ing  a  moft  fuperb  vale  of  v/hite  marble  ;  the 
fides  fculpted  in  the  fined  tafte.  The  flowers, 
curioufly  executed,  do  not,  in  the  leall,  by  their 
quantity  or  protuberance,  injure  the  proportions 
of  the  vafe,  in  the  form  of  which  may  be  obferved 
the  full  effct^t  produced  by  the  ferpentine  line 
of  beauty,  and  the  waving  line  of  grace,  fo 
much  infilled  on  in  Hogarth's  Analyfis  of  Beauty. 
It  is  placed  upon  a  round  altar,  on  the  fide  of 
which  are  reprefented,  in  hajjo  relievo,  Jupiter, 
Vulcan,  Neptune,  Mercuiy,  two  women  un- 
known, Mars,  Diana,  Apollo,  Hercules,  Mi- 
nerva, Juno.  Thcie  figures  all  feem  walking  one 
after  the  other,  and  are  well  executed. 

A  marble  Mafquc,  in  a  great  ftyle. — A  fmall 
farcophagus ;  this  is  quite  a  ftudy  :  the  baflb  re- 
lievo appears  to  reprefenr,  fymbolically,  the  life 
of  man.  Jt  has  been  fuppofed  to  bear  fome  al- 
lufion  to  the  ftory  of  Diadumenianus,  fon  of  the 
Emperor  Macrinus,  who,  by  the  cruel  command 
of  Heliogabalus,  was  put  to   death  at  the  fame 

time 
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time  with  his  father,  though  but  twelve  years  oJ 
age. 

There  is  another  vafe  in  this  colledion  of  great 
beauty,  though  not  equal  to  that  above-men- 
tioned ;  it  is  of  fine  bronze,  fluted,  and  in  fhape 
fomewhat  like  flower-pots  intended  to  ornament 
gardens.  This  was  a  favourite  vafe  of  Mithridaies 
King  of  Pontus,  who  always  had  it  carried,  with 
his  baggage,  to  his  encamptnents,  and  confl:antly 
drank  out  of  it.  Pompey  took  a  like  fancy  to 
it,  and  brought  it  to  Rome,  where  it  was  born 
in  triumph.  It  holds  more  than  fix  gallons,  Eng- 
lifli  mealure  :  but  to  me  feems  of  the  mofl:  incon- 
venient fliape  imaginable  for  a  drinking-cup  ;  no 
modern  mouth  could  eafily  take  the  brim  ;  the 
capacious  jaws  of  Polypheme  might  fit  it  well ; 
indeed,  our  Ciceroneh  eyes  gliflrened  at  the  thought 
of  fuch  a  bumper  of  wine. — To-morrow  begin 
the  fundions  of  the  holy  week. 

We  have  received  vifits  and  the  moft  kind 
civilities  from  the  Princefs  Paleftrina,  the  Duke 
of  Montelibretti,  her  fon,  and  his  dutchefs ;  the 
Duke  D'Arce  ;  the  fenator  of  Rome  and  his  wife 
the  Princefs  Rizzonico,  fifl:er  to  the  Dutchefs  of 
Termoli  at  Naples ;  and  many  other  perlons  of 
the  firll  difliinftion.  The  cardinal  de  Bernis  has 
been  fo  obliging  as  to  give  us  a  general  invitation 
to  his  table  •,  but  we  declined  accepting  ir,  alleg- 
ing the  fliortnsfs  of  our  fl:ay  at  Rome,  v/hich 
would  not  admit  of  our  dining  out  often,  as  by 
that  means  our  mornings  would  be  fo  broke  in 

upon 
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upon  as  to  make  it  impoflible  to  vifit  the  palaces, 
churches,  ruins,  £sff.  within  the  period  of  our 
continuance  here.  And  we  have  determined  not 
to  ^\v^  dinnrrs-.  ncr  sc::pt  any  invitation  to  dine 
out,  but  fuch  as  are  abfolucely  necelTary,  even 
from  our  own  country-people  i  but  in  place 
thereof,  to  give  a  fupper  twice  a  week,  Tuefdays 
and  Fridays,  and  to  aik  the  Englifh  principally. 
Our  table  and  our  eating-room  (the  narrow  flip 
I  mentioned)  can  hold  conveniently  from  twenty 
to  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  people,  without 
crouding  •,  now  as  there  are  fifty  Englifh  at  Rome 
of  our  acquaintance,  we  mean  to  aflc  them  one 
half  at  a  time  alternately. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Montelibretti,  in  the  politefl: 
manner  imaginable,  offered  to  conduft  me  to  St. 
Peter's  church  every  day  of  the  holy  vi^eek,  and 
hoped  her  health  would  not  deprive  her  of  that 
pleafure,  &c.  I  wonder  at  my  own  ftupidity  at 
not  recoUefling  infl:antly  that  (he  is  big  with 
child  ;  I  replied,  that  I  would  not  for  the  world 
{he  (hould  have  that  trouble :  but  knov/ing  the 
cuftom  here,  defired  flie  would  be  fo  kind  as  to 
name  another  lady  in  her  place,  which  (he  did, 
in  the  moft  obliging  manner;  and  carrying  me 
with  her,  prefented  me  to  a  friend  of  hers,  the 
Marchefa  Majfimu — We  have  engagements,  with- 
out end,  to  various  a(remblies,  at  Eafter ;  the 
moft  brilliant  are  thofe  of  the  Dutch  fs  of  Monte- 
libretti, the  Dutchefs  D'Arce,  the  Caruinal  de 
Bernis,  and  his  niece  the  Counfefs  de  Pu'i  mont- 
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hrun.  The  families  of  Verofpi,  Carpegna,  Pa^ 
lombara,  and  many  others,  have  been  extremely 
civil.  M —  IS  to  be  prefented  to  his  HoUnefs. 
The  Pope  waves  the  ceremony  of  kiffing  his 
flipper  with  thofe  Grangers  who  do  not  defire  that 
honour.  He  declines  the  having  women  pre- 
fented, as,  he  fays,  he  does  not  knov/  the  proper 
compliments  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  their 
fex;  his  education  and  way  of  life  never  having 
admitted  of  any  commerce  with  them.  How- 
ever, a  Poliili  Princefs  infifted  lately  upon  it, 
and  was  prefented,  although  fhe  was  confcious 
fhe  gave  the  Pontiff  a  vaft  deal  of  trouble,  as 
the  etiquette  required  the  ceremony  fliould  be  per- 
formed at  St.  Peter's  church,  whither  he  went 
on  purpofe,  to  comply  with  this  filly  woman's 
vanity.     Every  body  laughs  at  her  accordingly. 

Adieu.  1  fliall  not  be  able  to  write  for  fome 
days,  or  rather  I  fhall  not  fend  you  a  packet  till 
I  have  ample  matter  for  your  entertainment. 
Continue  your  addrefs,  as  before,  to  the  care  of 
Barazzi,  who  is  the  moft  pundlual  man  alive. 

P.  S.  I  believe  I  forgot  to  mention,  in  its 
proper  place,  that  the  antiques  contained  in  the 
Mufeum  have  been  (for  the  greater  part)  found 
at  Adrian's  villa,  and  in  the  Campo  Vaccino. 
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LETTER    XLI.  j 

Rome,  April  ^tli,   I77r. 

T  length  the  Fundions   are  finiihed  ;    and 
\.  now  I  may  avail  myfelf  of  the  indulgence 
of  finning  for  three  hundred  years  to  come,  having 
been  in  St.  Peter's  church  every  day  during  the 
Sania  Settimana  %  but  it  is  to  be  apprehended  the 
faint  may  cavil  at  a  continuance  in  the  error  of 
herefy.     However,   there   is   a  Britifli  lady   here, 
a  native  of  Caledonia,    who  has  renounced   her 
Protefiant  errors,  embraced  the  tenets  of  the  old 
lady  at  Rome,  and    married  a  Roman   marquis. 
She  was  fo  obliging  as  to  lend  the  private  theatre 
in  her  palace  to  the  Englifh,  who  gave  therein 
a  fine  concert  and   collation  ;  many   of  the  no- 
bility of  Rome  were  prefent,  and  the  Pope  would 
have  allowed  the  Englifli   to  have   danced,  but 
they,  from  delicacy,  as  the   permiulon  extended 
no  farther  than  to  them  as  Grangers,  would   not 
take  advantage  of  his  politenefs.     I  have  flrayed 
from   the   Fun6lions,  which   ought,   in  order,  to 
have  taken  place  of  this  amufenient. 
Funaions.      I  fhall  begin  with  thofe  of  Palm-funday,  and 
proceed  to  m>ention  the  moft  reniarkable  during 
the  Santa  Settimana.     The   cerem.onies  of  Palm- 
funday  commence  in  the  chapel  at  IVIonte  Cavallo, 
where  the  Pope  blelTes  the  palms,  and  hears  mafs. 
Two  -forts  of  cardinals  are  drawn  up  on  each  fide 

of 


[     ^15     ] 

>f  the  altar  •,  who  are  diriinguidied  by   the  ap- 
pellations of  cardinal  prieitsand  cardinal  deacons  ; 
:heir  vefcinent  violet  colour,  ornamented   with  er- 
pnine   and   lace.      The   ecclefialtics,    their   train- 
bearers,  are    feated    at    their   feet.    •  Jufl   as    the 
Fun6lion   is   about   to^ begin,    the   cardinals  take 
off  their  furrs  and  outward   drapery,  and  put  on 
other  veftments  embroidered  with  gold,  and  adorn 
their  heads  with   mitres  made  of  filver    tabby ; 
then  they  rife  and  approach  his  Holinefs,  from 
whole  hands  they  receive  the  palrns ;  which,  how- 
ever, are  not  palm    branches,  but  fprigs  of  box, 
as  there    are    no   palm-trees    to    be  had;     After 
feveral    more   ceremonies   of   rifmg    up,    fitting 
down,  bowing,  kneeling,  (looping,  ftanding,  l^c* 
l^c.  the   proceflion    begins;    penitents,    prelates, 
cardinals,  i£c,  proceed,  in  due  order  of  march, 
round  the  firll  great  faloon  of  the  palace  (Monte 
Cavallo) ;    then   they   reafTume   their  violet    and 
furr  draper]^,  and  affift  at  the  mafs  which  is  fung. 
The  paffion  is  recited   by   two  ecclefiaflics;  erne 
narrates  the  v/ords  and  accufation  of  Jefus  Chrifl: 
from  the  Evangeliils,  and  the  other  anfvvers  for 
our  bleflcd  Saviour ;    the   clamours   and   uproar 
of  the  Jews  is  imitated    by   the    clergy — After 
the  cardinal,  dean,    and  others   have   been  com- 
plimented with  incenfe,  they  embrace  and   falure 
each  other,  in  imitation  of  the  Kifs  of  Chariry. 
A   mod  curious   proceffion    makes    part  of  this 
Fundion  :  the  fireets  of  Rome,  through   v;hich 
it  is  to   pafs,    are   flrewed   with  fand;    and   the 
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pontiff,  accompanied  by  the  cardinals,  makes  3 
kind  of  public  entry,  in  imiracion  of  our  Sa- 
viour's, into  JeruJalcni,  mounted  on  mules,  as 
is  his  Hoiir.els  ;  they  bear  branches  of  box-tree 
in  their  hands,  and  proceed,  in  the  molt  ridiculous 
manner  that  can  be  imagined,  to  the  Pantheon. 
Vain  were  the  attempt  to  deicribe  the  horfeman- 
fhip  difplayed  upon  this  occafion  : — the  obftinacy 
of  the  mules:  their  kicking  and  curvettino-; — 1 
the  embarraiTments  arifmg  from  the  cardinal's 
garments,  which  are  like  petticoats,  ^c.  A 
litter,  covered  with  crimfon  velvet,  is  provided 
for  the  Pope's  ufe,  in  cafe  his  Holinefs  fhould 
come  to  the  ground. 

The   next   principal  ceremony  is  the  Tenebra 
of  the  Holy  Wednefday,  performed  at  five  o'clock 
Chapel      afternoon  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Paulina  in  the  Va- 
na.  tican.      The    Pope  is   feated   under   a   canopy ; 

cardinals  and  bifhops  draw  up  on  each  fide  of 
him  -,  and  fome  cardinals  take  poll  in  his  front. 
Behind  thefe,  Englifii  and  other  foreign  gentle- 
men are  allowed  to  (land.  About  one  third  of 
the  chapel  is  railed  ofl'  with  iron  grates,  which 
divide  it  into  two  parts,  and  here  thofe  ladies, 
foreigners,  and  Italians,  who  have  permiflion  to 
be  prefcnr,  are  ftationed,  to  fee  the  ceremonies 
through  the  iron  rails.  It  is,  however,  a  great 
favour  -,  for  our  names,  I  mean  particularly  us 
ftrangers,  were  wrote  down,  and  the  door-keepers 
held  the  lift  in  their  hands  that  there  might  be 
jio  miftakes,  as  to  our  identity  or  numbers,  i^c» 

The 


The  Tenehr^e  are  chanted  as  in  other  Roman- 
catholic  churches,  but  executed  with  more  judg- 
ment and  by  better  voices.  The  Miferere  D^Alle- 
'  gri  concludes  this  Fundlion,  and  is  performed  by 
vocal  muficians  only.  I  own  I  never  heard  mufic 
before.  I  fuppofed  I  had  formed  fome  idea  of 
the  powers  and  effects  of  the  human  voice ;  but 
had  I  been  conveyed  blindfold  into  this  chapel, 
and  no  intimation  given  me  whence  the  founds 
proceeded,  I  fhould  have  believed  myfelf  in  Para- 
dife.  How  then  fhall  I  attempt  conveying  to  your 
mind  the  flighteft  idea  of  this  celeftial  melody  by 
any  defcription  ?  I  mull  fay  no  more,  than  that 
I  have  heard  enough  to  make  me  diflatisfied  with 
the  fined  opera  and  the  mod  perfeft  performers 
;  that  are  to  be  found  out  of  the  chapel  of  St. 
Paulina. 

This  chapel  appears  fmaller  than  it  really  is, 
probably  from  the  juftnefs  of  its  proportions. 
The  cieiing  is  vaulted  and  painted  in  frefco,  as 
are  the  walls.  The  altar-piece  and  cieiing  by 
Michael  Angelo  :  but  the  fmoke  of  the  lam.ps  has 
fo  blackened  his  paintings,  that  the  fine  ftrokes  of 
this  great  mailer  are  no  longer  difcernible.  Other 
painters  have  done  the  reft  j  who  are  equal  fiiarers 
in  the  general  obfcurity.  The  tabernacle  is  of 
rock  cryfcal ;  the  columns  of  the  altar  of  fine  por- 
phyry ;  they  were  taken  from  the  temple  of  Ro- 
mulus. I  was  quite  vexed  when  the  charming 
vocal  concert  ended,  and  quitted  this  Funflion 
with  regret. 

Vol.  II.  N  The 
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The  next  day  which  is  Maunday  Thurfday,  the 
morning  fervice  is  performed  with  pomp,  in  St. 
Peter*s  church :  the  Pope  officiated  in  perfon,  and 
all  the  cardinals  afTifted.  After  the  mafs,  which 
is  chaunted  in  a  fmall  tribune,  the  facrament  is 
borne  under  a  canopy,  in  procefTion,  to  the  cha- 
pel of  St.  Paulina.  The  cardinals,  in  magni- 
iicent  habits,  and  each  carrying  a  large  wax-taper 
lighted,  march,  two  and  two;  and  laft  of  all, 
the  Pope  bareheaded  ;  his  mitre  being  born  be- 
fore him  on  a  cuftiion  of  crimfon  velvet.  The 
mitre  is  made  of  gold  tiffue,  and  embroidered  in 
a  very  clofe  pattern ;  with  fmall  pearl  and  a  few 
coloured  precious  ftones,  but  none  of  great  value ; 
they  appear  thin  and  very  ill  fet.  The  Pope's 
guards  are  under  arms  in  cafques,  and  with  cui- 
i-aflfes  beneath  their  habits.  ,t 

Juft  before  the  Pope  pafTed  by,  I  was  defirous 
to  know  (as  he  mull  come  very  near  us)  whether 
or  not  we  ought  to  curtfey,  as  is  ufual  when  other 
Princes  proceed  in  grand  ceremony.  I  afked  one 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  chamber,  or  chamber- 
lains, an  abbe,  who  was  our  conductor  •,  he  re- 
plied, if  you  make  a  little  curtfey,  the  Pope  will 
efteem  you  well-bred  and  polite  -,  but  if  you  have 
any  objection,  he  himfelf  would  be  forry  you 
Ihould  put  the  leaft  conftraint  upon  your  inclina- 
tion. I  thought  it  better  to  inquire  the  ceremo- 
nial from  this  gentleman,  than  to  apply  to  the 
Marchefa  MaJJimi^  and  four  or  five  Italian  ladies, 
who,  with  two  Englilh  and  myfelf,  compofed  the 

group. 
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group.  I  curtfeyed  to  the  Pontiff,  as  we  all  did, 
and  he  feemcd  well  pleafed.  He  has  a  piercing 
fenfible  countenance,  which,  when  brightened  by 
a  fmile,  is  full  of  benignity  and  complacence. 
As  foon  as  the  procefTion  had  pafTed  us,  we  went 
to  the  chapel  of  St.  Paulina,  which  was  finely 
illuminated.  The  evening  concludes  with  a  Mi- 
ferere. 

f>om  a  room  in  the  Vatican  we  were  to  fee  the 
Pope  give  the  benediftion.  Thefe  windows  look 
into  one  of  the  great  courts  of  the  palace.  The 
Pontiff  appears  in  a  balcony  in  the  centre  of  a 
portico  of  one  of  the  principal  fronts  of  St.  Pe- 
ter's, which  commands  this  court.  He  is  feated 
in  a  chair,  and  borne  on  the  (houlders  of  twelve 
men  ;  his  mitre  on  his  head,  and  the  cardinals  all 
attending  upon  him.  Immediately  upon  his 
Holincfs's  appearance  at  the  door  which  leads  into 
the  balcony,  the  full  choir  unite  in  a  grand  cho- 
rus— the  foot  and  horfe  guards  are  all  drawn  up  in 
the  court — the  fpace  is  filled  by  the  Komaii 
people — the  air  by  their  acclamations.  The  bells 
ring  out  from  every  church — the  cannon  fire  in- 
ceffantly  from  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo.  The 
redoubled  ecchos  from  the  banks  of  the  Tiber, 
through  the  Vatican  and  St.  Peter's,  refemble  a 
fucceflion  of  the  loudeft  thunder.  On  a  fignal 
given,  all  is  inflantly  hufhed  to  filence,  and  the 
Pontiff  pronounces  the  benediction  in  a  clear 
and  audible  voice.  This  prefent  Pope  (who  is 
unqueflionahly  the  beft  that  .Rome  could  ever 
N  2  bo aft 
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boaft  of)  has  made  an  extraordinary  reform  *,  for 
he  never  denounces  the  anathema,  v»'hich  all  his 
predecelTors  have  done  before  him ;  but  in  lieu 
thereof,  throws  down  from  the  balcony,  inftead 
of  curfes,  fome  indulgences,  wrote  on  flips  of 
paper,  which  are  fcrambled  for  by  the  mob. 
Then  the  mufic  choir,  cannon,  acclamations  of 
the  people,  all  recommence,  and  ccafe  not  till 
the  Pope  and  cardinals  quit  the  balcony,  in  which 
they  remain  but  a  fhort  time.  During  this 
Fundtion  we  were  entertained  with  an  elegant  col- 
lation, confiding  of  chocolate,  fwcetmeats,  and 
jnafpisjerie,  in  great  variety,  and  the  bed  at  Rome, 
which  is  peculiarly  famous  for  thefe  fort  of  things. 
We  then  quitted  the  room,  and  I  really  believe 
we  walked  a  mile  through  the  apartments  of  the 
Vatican,  in  order  to  fee  the  Pope  wafli  the  pil- 
grims* feet  (as  it  is  exprefTed),  and  ferve  them  ac 
table,  i^c. 

At  length  we  reached  a  tribune  faced  with  gilt 
lattice,  through  which  we  looked  into  a  large 
falloon ;  in  this,  upon  a  bench  placed  along  one 
of  the  fide-walls,  raifed  a  ftep  from  the  ground, 
and  covered  with  carpets,  are  feated  thirteen  poor 
priefts  of  different  nations.  The  pried  who  fits  in 
the  middle  reprefents  our  Saviour,  and  the  fix  on 
each  fide  of  him  his  apoftles.  An  Italian  lady  of 
our  company  fpied  one  amongd  them  who  had 
red  hair,  which  occafioned  much  laughter;  all, 
with  one  voice,  pronouncing  him  to  be  Judas. 
Thefe  prieds  are  drelTed  in  a  kind  of  wrapper,  or 

Robe 
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Robe  de  Chamhre  of  new  white  flannel,    with   a 

hood  Jined  with  white  fattin,  and  caps  of  flannel 

like  jelly-bags  on  their  heads.     They  have  wide 

trowfers  of  the  fame  materials,  tied  down  midway 

the  leg,  and  focks  of  the  fame  over  their  naked 

ittt.     The   Pope  enters,    and  feats  himfelf  in  a 

purple  great  chair,  elevated  two  or  three  feet  from 

the  ground.     The  cardinals   bear  his  train;    he 

^  himfelf  is  drelfed  more  fimply  than  ufual  with  a 

^  fl.ole,  and  a  plain  white  fattin  mitre.     The  faloon 

is  filled  with  ecclefiallics  of  different  orders;    on 

;  one  fide  is  placed  a  defk  and  the  choir :    A  prieit 

leads,    and  the  choirillers  chant  after   him,    the 

chapter  in  St.  Mark  which  relates  to  the  waihing 

of  the  difciples'  feet.     The  book  of  this  Evan- 

gelift  is  then  brought  to  the  Pope,  who  kiflTes  it 

.  where  open.     One  of  the  cardinals  brings  an  apron 

(of  old    point,  with  a  broad  border  of  Mecklin 

lace)  and  ties  it  with  a  white  ribbon  round  his  Ho- 

.  linefs's  waift.     He  then  defcends  from  the  chair, 

and  approaches  the  poor  pricfts,  beginning  with 

•the  neareft  to  him.     A  cardinal  bears  a  large  gold 

.  bafon,  another  carries  a  ewer  of  the  fame  metal, 

-and  a  third  napkins.    The  Pope  ftoops  down,  and 

the  pretended   pilgrim   prefents   one   foot   (from 

which  he  has  already  removed    the    fock)  ;    his 

Holinefs  takes  the  foot  in  one  hand,  he  who  bears 

the  ewer  pours  water  over  it,  which  is  received  in 

the  gold  bafon  held  underneath  ;    the  Pope,  with 

his  other  hand,    rubs  and  wafhes  the  foot;    he 

then,  with  a  napkin,  wipes  it  very  cautioufly  and 

N  3  tenderly. 
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tenderly,  till  it  is  quite  dry  -,  that  done,  he  kilTes 
the  inilcp  -,  then  prefenus  the  pilgdm  with  a  hu- 
quei  and  fome  money  folded  up  in  a  paper :  he 
proceeds,  in  order  and  filence,  till  he  has  wafhed 
a  foot,  if^c.  of  each  of  the  thirteen,  who  only  bow 
their  heads  when  the  bouquet  is  given  them,  but 
do  not  fpeak  or  rife  during  the  Fiindlion.  The 
Pope,  upon  his  return  to  his  chair,  is  prefented 
with  water  in  a  gold  bafon  to  wafh  his  hands, 
which  he  docs  (lightly  and  carelefsly ;  he  then 
joins  his  hands,  fnuts  his  eyes,  and  fays  a  prayer 
foftly  to  himfelf.  After  which  he  rifes  and  goes  \ 
out,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  hall  where  the 
pilgrims  are  to  eat ;  the  cardinals,  67'^.  do  the 
the  fame.  We  women  all  quitted  our  tribune, 
and  were  condufled  by  a  different  way  to  another 
tribune,  into  which  we  were  locked  up  fafe,  and 
through  the  lattice  faw  a  large  hall,  with  a  long 
table  in  the  middle,  on  which  was  a  furtout  of 
looking  glafs,  with  images  of  clay  placed  thereon, 
reprefenting  our  Saviour  and  two  loaves,  with  a 
fcrpcnt  on  a  table :  further,  St.  Peter  and  other 
faints  \  the  glafs  was  ornamented  with  fweetmeats, 
olives,  anchovies.  There  were  thirteen  filver 
plates  laid,  with  fpoons  and  forks;  the  napkins 
curioufly  plaited  ;  and  over  the  table-cloth  a  lay- 
over of  clear  lawn,  pinched  fo  as  to  form  a  very 
pretty  pattern.  I  fhould  have  mentioned  the  drefs 
of  the  images,  which  v/as  the  moft  taudry  ima- 
ginable, of  red,  blue,  and  yellow  porcelain.  The 
pilgrims,  whofe  feet  had  been  wafued,  now  made 

theiip 
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their  appearance,  and  feated  themfelves  along  one 
'  fide  of  the  table ;  then  entered  the  Pope  and  car- 
dinals :  a  plate  of  boiled  rice  covered  with  cinna- 
mon and  fugar,  was  prefented  on  the  knee  to  his 
Holinefs;  he  took  it,  and  placed  it  before  the 
pilgrim  whofe  foot  he  had  firft  wafhed  j  then  •ano- 
ther plate  of  the  fame,  and  lb  on  till  the  thirteen 
were  ferved.  Then  came  a  boiled  herring,  gar- 
niflied  with  fallad,  on  a  plate,  and  a  fucceffion  of 
them  till  all  were  ferved  as  before.  Thefe  were 
fucceeded  by  plates  of  fried  fifli,  cut  to  pieces ; 
then  plates  of  broccoli  and  cauliflower  fricafieed 
in  oil ;  the  fame  ceremony  obferved  as  at  firft,  and 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  viands  exaftly 
alike-,  then,  on  a  magnificent  falver,  was  brought 
a  decanter  of  wine,  another  of  water,  and  a  gold 
goblet.  The  Pontiff  filled  the  goblet  almoft  full 
of  wine,  and,  with  an  arch  fmile,  dropped  one 
drop  of  water  into  it,  and  prefented  it  to  the  pil- 
grims as  before.  They  each  of  them  drank  it  off. 
This  done,  the  Pope  leaves  the  hall.  I  hoped 
thefe  poor  priefts  were  not  hungry,  for  had  that 
^  been  the  cafe,  they  muft  have  remained  fo;  the 
difhes  being  removed  from  before  them  the  mo- 
ment after  they  had  been  placed  there ;  but  upon 
inquiry,  I  found  they  were  all  fet  by,  and  diftri- 
.  buted  to  them  after  theFundion  was  over,  in  ano- 
ther place  and  with  much  lefs  ceremony. 

During  this  Fundion,  the  Pope*s  guards  fland 

in    rank    and    file    clofe    behind,    to    keep    the 

crowd  from  incommoding  him.     There  were  pre- 

N  4  fent 
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fent  a  great  number  of  Italian  and  Englifh  gentle- 
men, befide  other  foreigners.  We  then  went  to 
the  hall  where  the  cardinals  were  to  eat.  The 
figures  placed  on  the  glafs  v/ere  of  the  fame  ma- 
terials, and  draped  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of 
the  pilgrim's  table  •,  but  in  the  middle  was  a  dif. 
ferent  reprefentation.  A  grove  of  palm-trees, 
formed  of  green  paper,  furrounded  a  paper 
mount,  on  which  was  placed  a  figure,  to  repre^ 
fent  our  Saviour,  with  a  gilt  goblet  in  his  hand, 
alluding  to  the  paflion.  But,  to  my  great  fur- 
prife,  I  perceived  each  end  of  the  furtout  to  be 
terminated  by  two  centaurs,  of  filver,  gilt.  This 
abfurdity  of  mixing  Paganifm  with  Chriftianity 
feemed  wonderful  j  nor  could  I  account  for  it  in 
3ny  other  manner,  than  by  fuppofing  thefe  cen*- 
taurs  might  allude  to  the  incongruity  and  mixture 
of  charader  of  the  company  for  whom  the  table 
had  been  prepared.  I  could  expatiate  upon  the 
Fable  of  the  centaurs,  but  that  might  tranfport  me 
too  far  into  antiquity  from  the  prefent  fubje6t. 
The  cardinal's  table  was  very  differenty  ferved 
from  that  of  the  pilgrims,  each  having  eight  or 
ten  covered  diihes,  brought  from  his  own  kitchen, 
with  lamps  under  them  :  fo  that  oblerving  no- 
thing curious  or  uncommon  in  this  Fun^uon  of 
their  Eminencies,  we  took  our  leave  and  returned 
home.  As  to  the  Pontiff,  he  always  eats  alone, 
and  in  the  mod  temperate  manner.  Jie  has  a 
friend  called  Francefco^  who  buys  his  provifions  in  - 
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the  market,  and  not  always  from  the  fame  people. 
His  conftant  dinner,  excepting  on  faft  days,  con- 
fifts  of  a  foup  with  rice,  which  is  ferved  with  the 
fowl  that  had  been  boiled  in  it.  Then  a  fmall 
Friture,  with  a  little  defert  of  cheefe  and  fruit. 
This  is  all.  And  on  the  maigre  and  faft  days 
he  is  extremely  abftemions.  His  viduals  are 
drefled  by  Francefco,  in  the  room  adjoining  that 
in  which  he  eats,  and  he  himfelf  brings  it  in. 
This  caution  is  probably  the  refult  of  an  appre- 
henfion  of  poifon.  The  only  recreation  the  Pope 
allows  himfelf,  is  the  going  after  dinner  to  the 
Villa  Patrize  fiiori  di  Roma,  where,  after  taking  a 
few  turns  in  the  garden,  he  plays  a  little  at  bil- 
liards in  a  room  of  the  villa.  Certainly  no  Pope 
ever  led  a  more  innocent  life.  But  to  return  to 
the  Fun6tions  ;  Good-friday  and  Eafter- eve  there 
are  no  extraordinary  ceremonies.  The  common 
Miferere  is  chaunted ;  but  in  the  evening  the 
church  of  St,  Peter  is  crouded  vvirh  people,  who 
walk  about  and  converfe.  This  beautiful  temple 
has  now  an  additional  ornament,  which  produces 
a  fine  effeft :  a  large  crofs,  gently  let  down  (by 
cords  almoft  imperceptible  to  the  eye)  from  the 
top  of  the  dome,  remains  fufpended  during  the 
r.ight,  but  not  near  the  ground  j  its  ditlance  from 
thence  appearing  to  me  to  be  about  a  third  of  the 
height  of  the  church  from  the  pavement  to  the  top 
of  the  domej  it  is  compofcd  of  Tmail  lamps  in 
(Irait  rows,  which  throw  out  fuch  a  light  as  illu- 
minates 
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minates  the  great  ide,  and  appears  as  if  compofed 
of  brilJiant  diamonds.  It  is  remarkable  that 
Friday  and  Saturday  are  not  efteemed  fo  facred  as 
the  foregoing  days  of  the  holy  week,  and  that 
during  the  faid  week  no  (hops  are  fhut  i  but  trade 
and  bufinefs  go  on  as  ufual. 

Eafter-funday  in  the  morning  we  went  to  St. 
Peter's,  to  fee  the  Pope  celebrate  the  mafs  to  a 
prodigious  concourfe  of  people;  their  numbers- 
were  fuppofed  to  be  about  ten  thoufand.  I,  as 
before,  accompanied  the  Countefs  of  Mojpjni  \  there 
were  alfb  fome  Englifh  ladies  ;  chance  brought  us 
all  together,  and  very  near  his  Holinefs ;  where 
we  happened  to  fall  into  a  line  precifely  before  his 
guards.  The  gentlemen  of  our  party  were,  by 
the  accidental  crouding,  a  good  way  behind  us. 
There  is  a  particular  part  of  the  fervice  (the  mo- 
ment in  which  the  holl  is  elevated)  at  which  all 
the  people  are  to  kneel ;  I  had  no  time  for  re- 
fledion,  but  it  ftruck  me  that  as  a  proceftant  I 
ought  not  to  kneel;  nor  did  I,  though  a  lady  of 
of  my  country,  clofe  to  me,  *****,  dropped 
upon  her  knees,  and  would  have  perfuaded  me  to 
^o  the  like,  but  T  would  not.  The  halberdiers, 
who  were  clofe  behind  us,  fell  on  their  knees,  and 
their  halberts  accidently  came  fo  near  me,  that  at 
^rfl  1  thought  they  were  about  to  ufe  them  to 
bring  me  to  order,  but  was  miftaken.  They  faid 
nothing,  nor  did  they  make  me  any  fign  to  kneel. 
Whilft  ftanding  I  looked  about  me,  and  as  far  as 

I  could  I 
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I  could  fee,  all  were  on  their  knees.  I  turned 
myfelf  towards  the  Pontiff,  and  caught  his  eye, 
but  he  did  not  look  four  at  me,  and  feemed  only 
to  notice  the  fingularity  of  my  (landing  up  ;  nor 
was  I  reprimanded  afterward,  either  from  his  Ho- 
lincfs  or  any  of  the  Romans.  Some  of  my  own 
country-people,  indeed,  criticifed  my  conduct  with 
the  afliftance  of  the  old  adage,  that  "  one  lliould, 
when  at  Rome,  do  as  they  do  at  Rome/'     But  as 

M applauded,  and  highly  approved  my  con- 

dufl  (and  he,  it  feems,  never  kneeled  either),  the 
opinions  of  others  has  not  the  lead  effect  upon 
me. 

1  Ihould  have  mentioned  before,  that  the  Pope 
made  his  entrance  this  day  in  a  triumphant  man- 
ner, being  borne  in  a  chair  on  twelve  men's 
fhoulders  into  tlie  church,  to  a  temporary  altar 
placed  in  the  great  ifle ;  when  the  chair,  being 
gently  fct  down,  he  advanced  a  few  fleps  to  the 
altar,  which  was  much  adorned  and  ornamented, 
and  thereat  celebrated  the  mafs.  The  Pontiff 
laftly  appears  at  the  great  door  of  entrance,  affift- 
ing  at  fome  trifling  ceremonies,  relative  to  the 
bleffing  of  relics  and  pilgrims,  but  thefe  were  not 
worth  waiting  for ;  fo,  to  avoid  the  croud,  we  got 
into  our  carriage,  and  arrived  fafe  at  home,  while 
the  mob  were  ftill  occupied  in  crouding  the  courts 
of  St.  Peter's. 

Having  at  length  concluded  this  circumftantial 
narrative  of  the  Fundions  of  the  Santa  Settimana, 

I  ouo-ht 
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I  ought  to  account  for  my  having  entered  into  fof 
tedious  a  detail.  My  reafons  were,  to  give  you! 
an  idea  of  the  impofitions,  rites,  and  ceremonies, 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  as  pradiled  at  the  j 
fountain-head  of  all  popery.  Had  I  been  writing,! 
to  another,  and  not  to  you,  I  fhould  have  fatisfied; 
myfelf  with  faying,  after  the  example  oi  other 
travellers,  "  It  is  needlefs  to  mention  the  Func- 
tions during  the  holy  week,  as  they  are  fo  univer- 
fally  known,  and  have  been  lb  often  defcribedi 
already,'*  (^c,  but  I  believe  both  you  and  myfelf,! 
in  our  courfe  of  travel-reading,  have  not  gained 
much  more  knowledge  upon  the  fubjed,  than 
the  univerfal  affertion  of  their  having  been  already 
fo  often  defcribed.  Therefore,  doing  by  you  as  I 
ihould  like  you  had  done  by  me,  inftead  of  apolo- 
gizing for  the  length  and  dtilnefs^  ^c.  of  this  letter, 
I  expedl  your  acknowledgments  for  the  infinite 
pains  and  trouble  I  have  taken  to  inform  you  of 
what  you  could  not  have  a  juft  idea  of  before,  and 
to  infift  upon  your  believing  my  aifurances,  of  be- 
ing fo  tired  with  what  I  have  wrote,  that  if  this 
letter,  by  any  accident,  fliculd  not  reach  you,  you 
ihall  ever  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  Fundtions  for 
me.  For  you  may  depend  upon  not  being  fa- 
voured with  its  fecond  edition.     Adieu. 

Your  ever  affedionate,  i^c. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XLII. 


Rome,  April  12,  1771. 

TH  E  arrival  of  your  letters,  replete  with 
that  warmth  of  friendfhip,  which  difperfes 
[every  gloomy  thought,  and  completed  with  aflur- 
janccs  of  the  blefling  of  health,  which  you  and 
f*  »  *  *  *  enjoy,  give  me  frefh  fpirits  to  continue 
the  daily  labours  my  curiofity  incites  in  thefe 
'regions  of  antiquity  and  oddity. 
I  I  will  now  give  you  a  flight  fketch  of  what  we 
have  feen,  ^c.  fmce  I  wrote  laft ;  but  firft,  can- 
not forbear  mentioning  an  impediment  extremely 
teazing  to  ftrangers.  Having  formed  your  plan 
for  a  morning's  progrefs  from  church  to  church, 
from  palace  to  palace,  and  fo  on,  you  fet  out  in 
your  carriage  with  impatience  to  commence  your 
joperations ;  when,  after  driving  two  or  three 
imiles,  you  are  nipped  in  the  bud  of  your  expeda- 
tion,  by  being  told,  at  the  firfl  palace  you  reach, 
ichat  it  is  twelve  o'clock,  and  therefore  you  cannot 
fee  it,  for  all  the  world  are  dining :  you  reply,  you 
will  call  again  in  an  hour  -,  rlie  rejoinder  is,  every 
^ody  will  then  he  taking  the  Siejla* :  you  ftare  about, 
and  fpy  a  fliop  in  a  corner;   you  order  your  coach- 

*  A  nap  after  dinner, 
i  8  man 
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man  to  drive  to  it:    *'  The  beggar's  Jh op  is Jhut^^ 

for  all  the  world  are  at  dinner ;  and  this  anfwer  is 

frequently  accompanied  by  a  parti-coloured  fmile 

of  contempt  and  pity  for  you^  who  alone  in  the 

creation  are   not  at  dinner.     However,    notwith- 

ftanding  fuch  teazing  delays,  we  have  vifited  many 

a  fuperb  ruin,  where  are  no  diners  nor  defers,  the 

ftupendous  monuments  of  pad  ages,  magnificent 

churches,  znd  gorgeous  palaces.     Amongft  the  firft, 

the  following  (that  I   have   as   yet  fcen)  are  my 

reigning  favourites.     In  Campo  Vaccino,    which 

was  the  old  Forum,   are  many  fine  remains  of  an- 

Ruins       tiquity.     The  three  fuperb  columns,  the  only  rem- 

o/fupiter  "^"^8  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Staler,  attraft  the 

Stator.       admiration  of  the  traveller  by  the  beauty  of  their 

proportions  and  fculpture;  and  much  is  it  to  be 

regretted,  that  the  greater  part  of  them,  at  this 

day,  lie  fmothered  up  in  the  foil  of  this  foul  cow- 

Templeof  market.  —  The   Temple    of   Vefta  ;    where    the 

^^^*'       famous  Palladium  was  guarded  by  the  chief  veftal, 

who  alone  had  the  honour  to  look  upon  it. — The 

Arc  of      Arc  of  Septimius  Severus,  in  white  marble  ;  one 

Septimius  j^^i^  q£  j.j^g     ^^^^  middle  arch  is   buried  in  the 

Scverus.  o 

ground,  by  which  accident  it  lofes  the  lightnefs  it^ 
architedlure  befpeaks. — The  ruins  of  the  Templt 

of^Con-     ^^  Concord ;    the  veftibule  remains  entire ;    it  i; 

cord.  compofed  of  fix  columns  of  oriental  granite,  of  tht 
Ionic  order  -,    they  fupport  an  elegant  pediment. — 

Temple    Of  the  Temple  of  Peace  remain  only,  three  vaults 

of  Peace,  ^hich  is  but  a  part  of  the  portico  of  its  veftibule  i 
t  thi:| 
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this  temple  was  ranked  among  the  moft  magni- 
ificent  buildings  of  Rome  when  in  her  glory,  it 
was  eredled  by  Vefpafian,    after  his  conqueft  of 
India,  and  was  the  repofitory  of  the  rich  fpoils  he 
•brought  from  Syria  and  the  temple  of  Jerufalem, 
was  decorated  with   ftatues   and   piftures  by  the 
mod  famous   artifts  of  that  sera,   and  contained, 
befides,  a  large  library.     One  of  the  columns  be- 
ilonging  to  this  temple  was  found  by  accident,  and 
ereded  by   Pope  Paul  the   Fifth,    1614,    in  the 
i  (piazza  before  the  church  of  St.  Maria  Mciggiore  ; 
■  it  is  one  entire  fhafr,  and  meafures  fixty-four  Ro- 
dman palms  in  height. — Of  the  Temple  of  An  to-  Temple 
ininus  and  Fauftina,  there  remains  only  ten  pillars,  ^-^^^  ^^^ 
with  a  frieze,  and  part  of  the  Corinthian  capitals  ;  Fauilina. 
;the  proportions  are  fine,   and  the  ornaments  in  a 
good  tafte  :  within  fide  of  thefe  columns  a  modern 
church  has  been  built,  which  difo-races  as  much  as 
poffible  this  venerable  ruin. — Near  this  place,  and 
iin  full  view,  is  the  ruin  of  the  Temple  of  Remus  Temple 
and  Romulus,  from  whence  was  taken  the  plan  of  ^^^^  ^^ 
iRome,  which  now   decorates   a   ftair-cafe  in  the  mulus. 
Capitol,  as  I  have  faid  in  a  former  letter.     The 
ruin  is  a  fmall  rotunda,  and  ferves  as  a  veflibule  to 
;  a  modern  church. — The  Arch  of  Titus  terminates  Arch  of 
one  fide  of  Campo  Vacchio  \   its  bas  reliefs,  within 
'  fide,  are  of  fine  workmanfhip  j    the  drawing  is  cor- 
re£l;  and  the  horfes  particularly  well  done, — Kere 
tare  feme  remains  of  the  Golden  Palace  of  Neroj  Golden 
'  they  confift  of  broken  arches  one  above  the  other,  f,-^'^*^^  ** 

but 
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but  {0  imperfefl  as  renders  it  impofllble  to  form  a 
judgment  of  its  plan  and  diftribution.  There  is 
Hill  to  be  feen  a  little  painting  and  gilding  on  the 
ornaments  within  fide,  but  much  defaced. — In  the 
center  of  Campo  Vaccino  they  fhew  a  place  where 
Culphof  is  faid  to  have  been  formerly  the  Gulph  into  which 
Curtius.  Curtius  leaped  ;  but  I  muft  reilrain  my  pen,  nor 
fay  more  of  the  ruins  which  are  here  all  together,  or 
I  fhall  exceed  the  limits  I  prefcribed  to  myfelf  j 
therefore  I  quit  Campo  Vaccino,  and  proceed  to 
Collffeo.  the  ColiJ/eOy  which  I  think  the  firft  and  moft  llu- 
pendous  ruin  in  Rome.  Twelve  thoufand  Jewifh 
captives  were  employed  by  Vefpafian  in  this  build- 
ing, which  they  are  faid  to  have  completed  within 
the  year.  It  has  been  ftripped  of  all  its  magnifi- 
cent pillars  and  ornaments,  at  various  times,  and 
by  various  enemies.  The  Goths,  and  other  bar- 
barians, began  its  deftrudlion,  popes  and  cardinals 
have  endeavoured  to  complete  its  ruin ;  the  car^ 
dinal  Farnefe,  lafily,  robbed  it  of  fome  fine  re- 
mains; of  its  marble  cornices,  friezes,  &c.  and, 
with  infinite  pains  and  labour,  got  away  what  was 
pradlicable  of  the  outfide  cafing  of  marble,  which 
he  employed  in  building  the  palace  of  Farnefe. 
This  amphitheatre  is  faid  to  have  been  capable  of 
containing  eighty-feven  thoufand  fpeclatcrs  feated, 
and  twenty  thoufand  Handing  -,  the  proportions  of 
this  glorious  ruin  are  fo  juft,  that  it  does  not 
appear  near  fo  large  as  it  really  is.  Its  architec- 
ture is  perfe<flly  light,  and  it  muft  ever  be  admired, 

even 
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even  by  thofe  who  enjoy  but  a  moderate  fliare  of 
'tafte  for  the  fine  arts,  were  they  devoid  of  love  or 

refped  for  antiquity.  To  others,  who  really  de- 
[light  in  that  refined  Hudy,  it  muft  fully  gratify 
i  their  great  ideas,  being  a  de/i?iiUon  of  the  fuMime 
"in  architermre.  I  think  this  founds  fomev/hat  en- 
fthufiallic  j  but  I  don't  fear  expofing  mylclf  to 
iyou,  who  are  as  likely  to  give  into  enthufiafm 
lupon  fuch  a  fubjeft  as  myfelf.  There  are  ftill  to 
[be  {zt':i  feveral  of  the  dens  for  the  beafts,  which 
Tcmain  entire,  and  the  conduits  for  the  water,  with 
;a  hollow  in  the  (lone  for  them  to  drink  out  of. — 
In  the  piazza  of  the  amphitheatre,  are  the  remains 
'of  an  antique  fountain  for  the  ufe  of  the  peo- 
ple,   which  was    called  Meta   Sudante.     A   little 

farther  on  is  the  Arch  of  Conftantinc.     The  archi-  ^^^\  °^ 
I  .  ,        .  .     Conltan- 

refture  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  executed  in  tine. 
I  grand  and  noble  ftile.     It  is  beautifully  adorned 
with   fluted   pillars    of    Giallo   Antko.     The   has 
'diefs^  medallions^  i^c.  are  finely  fculpted. — The 
jPantheon  anfwered  the  idea  I  had  formed  of  it ;  it  Pantheon, 
s  at  prefent  converted  into  a  modern  church,  is 
generally  called  La  Rotunda^  or  Santa  Maria  ad  La  Ro- 
Martyres^  to  whom   it  is  dedicated.     It  is  one  of  *""^^' 
he  mod  perfedt  remains  of  the  magnificence  of 
mcient  Rome,  and  the  only  Roman  temple  which 
s  ftill  entire.     Its  juftnefs  of  proportion  ftrikes  the 
;:ye  at  firft  fight.     The  portico  is  an  example  that 
r;he  noble  fimplicity  may  be  ftill  preferved,  though 
lecorated  with   the  moft  ornamental  order,    the 
Vol.  II.  O  Corinthian. 
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Corinthian.  This  portico  prefents  to  the  view  i6 
pillars  of  this  order  of  oriental  granite ;  eight  of 
them  fupport  the  pediment  -,  they  are  very  thick, 
meafuring  from  five  to  fix  feet  diameter,  yet 
their  look  is  light-,  they  are  faid  to  be  thirty- 
feven  feet  high,  excliifive  of  their  bafes  and  capi- 
tals,  which  is  probable;  but  we  did  not  take  their 
height;  their  fhafts  are  each  one  entire  piece. 
Having  entered  the  portico,  the  great  door  merits 
attention  for  its  noble  and  majeftic  appearance; 
the  architrave  confifts  of  only  three  pieces  of  fine 
African  marble ;  the  door  is  of  brafs  and  of  an- 
tique fculpture,  but  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
originally  defigned  for  this  place.  On  entering 
the  temple,  which  is  quite  round,  you  are  ftruck 
with  its  apparent  fmallnefs ;  but  this  deception 
muft  arife  from  its  proportions,  being  as  wide  as 
it  is  high ;  it  is  covered  by  a  dome  open  in  the 
center ;  whole  compartments  muft  have  made  a 
beautiful  appearance^  .v/hen  plaited  with  gilt 
bronze,    but  at  prefent  there  is  not  the  fmalleft 

veftige  remaining  of  any  metal.     M ftepped 

the  pavement,  and  it  meafured  fixty  yards  diame- 
ter within,  from  wall  to  wall.  There  are  no 
windows ;  a  fufficiency  of  light  being  admitted 
from  the  opening  in  the  dome.  The  pavement 
would  have  amuied  me  for  hours,  being  com- 
pofed  of  a  great  variety  of  morfels  of  fine  Italiar; 
marble,  opaque  gems,  alabafters,  agates,  and  jaf-| 
pers.     Thefc  have  been  picked  up  indifcriminately 

fron: 
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from  amongft  the  ruins,  and  ufed  without  the  leafl: 

regard  to  their  quality,    in  repairing  the  pavement 

(  where  wanted.     Here  are  fome  fine  pillars  of  por- 

1  phyry  and  gialio  antico ;    alfo  altars,  particularly 

I  the  chief  one,  is  well  worthy  of  notice. 

A  Monument  eredled  in  honour  of  Raffaello,  by 
I  Carlo  Maratti,  is  not  in  a  good  tafte.  His  bufto 
!  appears  in  a  nich,  and  near  to  it  the  following 
•  lines  by  cardinal  Benbo  -, 

7//^  i';V(?/?  Raphael,  ti-muit  quo  fofpiie  vincij 
Rerum  magna  parens,  ^  moriente  mori. 

fHere  is  alfo  a  monument  to  Annibal  Carracci,  by 

'Carlo  Maratti-,    one  to  the  famous  Corelli;    and 

others  in  honour  of  different  artifts.     The  internal 

'decorations  in  general'  are  mean  and  bafe-,    bad 

\  Ipidures,  votive  reprefentations,  the  weak  efforts 

■  |of  fuperftition,  every  where  cover  the  walls. 

■  i     Behind  the  Pantheon  appear  ruined  walls,  and 
\  Ipart  of  a  round  building,  which  is  all  that  remains 

of  Agrippa's  baths.     What  I  propofe  to  add  far- 
ther,   in  regard  to   the  ruins   of  Rome,    I   Ihall 
..  Teferve  for  another  letter,  and  proceed  now  to  an 
'■'■  account  of  the  evening  amufements.     There  are 
private  affemblies  at  feveral  houfes  •,  thofe  of  the 
Dutchefs  of  Brachiano,  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Monte- 
Ubretti,  of  the  Dutchefs   D'Jrce,  of  the  Princefs 
dltieri,  andof  Cardinal  5^mj,  of  zHq  Cafa  Ferofpiy 
and  the  Cafa  Carpegna,    are  the   moll   brilliant. 
The  bufmefs  of  thefe  affemblies  is  cards,  and  you 
O  2  are 
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are  continually  .prefented  with  all  forts  of  excellent 
refrefhments.  The  opera  is  good  ;  the  theatre  not 
indifferent,  yet  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  Naples« 
What  difgufts  me  much  is,  to  fee  boys  drelfed  in 
women's  clothes,  as  no  female  adrefles  are  per- 
mitted. The  fcenes  are  agreeably  painted,  moft 
of  them  reprefenting  architedure  well  done  in  per- 
fpedive,  and  the  point  of  view  being  taken  from 
the  angles,  you  have  two  views  at  once.  The 
Corfo  lies  along  the  main  ftreets ;  where  the  cattle 
being  frequently  killed  at  the  doors  of  the  butchers* 
fhops,  during  the  time  of  airing,  renders  this 
recreation  odious  to  me.  The  living  oxen  are 
witnefs  to  the  murders  of  their  innocent  compa* 
nions ;  their  bellowing,  and  this  barbarous  cuftom 
ihocked  me  fo,  that  I  am  determined  to  avoid,  in 
future,  thefe  fcenes  of  butchery  as  much  as  pofTible. 
We  have  already  fome  curious  articles  procured 
here,  which  will  be  fcnt  to  England  from  Civita 
Vecchia     ******* 

Adieu,  (^c. 
■  f 

P.  S.  I  fhall  add  an  anecdote  of  the  Pope,  that 
came  to  my  knowledge  very  lately. — He  was  fit 
ting  at  his  writing-table,  which  was  covered  with 
papers,  whilft  two  confiderable  perfons  of  his  court 
converfed  together  at  a  window  near  him ;  his 
holinefs  had  occafion  to  quit  the  room  fuddenly;! 
thefe  gentlemen  were  curious — feized  the  oppor- 
tunity that  offered  to  infpefl  fome  of  the  papers ; 
5  wher 
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when  the  Pope,  a  very  fhort  time  after,  entering, 
and  perceiving  inilantly  they  had  meddled  with 
them,  thus  addrefled  them.  :  *'  I  know  that  you 
*'  are  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  thefe  papers ; 
"  make  me  no  reply,  for  this  inilant  I  difmifs  you 
"  my  fervice  j — depart  from  my  prefence; — but  if 
"  ever  I  hear  the  leaft  infinuation  of  what  thefe 
**  papers  contain,  before  the  time  their  contents 
**  are  to  be  made  public,  your  heads  Ihall  anfwc^r 
«  for  it.» 

You  fee  what  firmnefs  there  is  in  the  Pontiff; 
nobody  doubts  their  keeping  the  fecret. 


O  3  LET- 
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LETTER     XLIir. 


^>-  Rome,  April  25,  1771. 

TH  E  weather  is  extremely  warm  •,  the  En- 
glifh  complain  of  the  heat  i  but  you  know  I 
love  the  fun,  and  the  hotter  he  fhines,  the  more 
health  and  fpirits  are  dealt  me.  However,  this 
luminary  is  no  friend  to  the  complexion,  and  I 
have  contrived  to  make  a  hat  of  pafteboard,  and 
trimmed  it  with  blond  and  pink  ribbon,  as  was 
the  falhion  when  we  quitted  England.  I  believe 
I  fhall  find  it  extremely  convenient  in  the  morn- 
ings when  we  are  walking  amongft  the  Ruins ;  for 
conftantly  going  out  in  the  Roman  fafhion,  with 
nothing  to  Ihade  my  face  but  a  black  lace  hood 
hanging  down  over  my  eyes,  has  tanned  me  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  I  know  not  whether  all  the 
ftrawberry-water  in  Rome  will  be  able  to  whiten 
me  again.  I  find  it  more  difficult  here  to  purfue 
my  intention  of  being  concife  than  I  imagined  I 
Ihould  J  there  is  fo  much  to  be  feen — fo  much  to 
be  admired — whole  labyrinths  of  curiofities  ; — my 
difficulty  is,  which  to  choofej  it  feems  a  kind  of 
injuflice  to  omit  fome  things  highly  worthy  of 
notice,  and  was  I  to  mention  them  all  I  fliould 
fend  you  folios  inflead  of  letters;  but  be  per- 
fuaded  my  determination  is  againft  folios.  Amongfl 

the 
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the  Ruins  of  this  once  Imperial  Miftrefs  of  the 

world,    Caracalla*s   baths  are  in  high  eftimation 

with  all  the  lovers  of  antiquity.     We  were  a  whole 

morning  wandering  amongfl:  thefe  fuperb  remains. 

They  appeared  to  me  to  occupy  as  much  ground 

1  as  a  moderate  fized  town  -,   and  not  only  afforded 

conveniencies  for  three  thoufand  perfons  to  bathe 

at  the  fame  time,  together  with  fquares  and  courts 

for  all  kinds  of  fports  and  other  public  fpecTtacles, 

but  even  fcience  found  a  place  here.     There  were 

porticos   for  philofophers  to   affemble   in.      The 

whole  adorned  with  a  profufion  of  ftatues,  and  the 

mofl:   precious   ornaments    luxury   could    find  or 

invent.     Now,  alas,  what  remains !    nothing  but 

broken  walls  and  naked  bricks ;  yet  even  thefe  laft 

i  are  fine  in  their  way,    as  none  can  be  formed  at 

*  this  day  of  fo  large  a  fize :  they  are  alfo  of  an  ex- 

!  traordinary  texture  and  colour.     The  pipes  which 

conveyed  the  water  to  a  prodigious  height  into  the 

upper  apartments,  are  made  of  as  fine  clay  as  the 

old  red  china,  and  are  equally  fmooth.     One  part 

;  of  this  immenfe  building  remains  fufficiently  en- 

I  tire  to  ftrike  awe  into  the  fpedator;  it  confills  of 

a  prodigious  dome,    which   has   no   fupport    but 

I  from  the  wall  whence  it  fprings,  and,  like  an  un- 

I  finifhed   rainbow,    feems  fufpended  in  air.     Clofe 

;  to  thefe  baths  ftood  Caracalla's  magnificent  palace  ; 

but  of  this  there  is  not  the  lead  veftige  remainino-. 

The  Theatre  of  Marcellus  is  fo  disfigured  by  time  ^^^f"'- 
I       jur       1        ...  ,_,,  ,  lus'Thea- 

»   and  abuie,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  make  out  the  tre. 

O  4  whole 
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whole  of  the  plan  •,  but  what  remains  is  of  beau- 
tiful architefture.  Part  of  the  entrances  may  ftill 
be  traced.  There  arc  alfo  two  ranges  of  arches, 
one  over  the  other ;  the  lower  decorated  with  the 
Doric,  the  upper  with  the  Ionic  order ;  both  of 
them  of  light  and  graceful  proportions.  The  re- 
maining friezes,  cornices,  and  mouldings  appear 
plainly,  by  their  fculpture,  to  have  been  intended 
for  a  near  view.  This  Theatre  feems  to  have  had 
an  oval  figure ;  the  learned,  however,  differ  in 
regard  to  its  form  ;  for  had  it  been  oval,  it  had 
been  an  amphitheatre,  confequently  deflined  to  the 
tormenting  of  wild  beads,  and  the  inhuman  fports 
of  gladiators  •,  but  upon  fuppofition  of  its  being  a, 
theatre,  could  have  b^en  only  ufed  for  the  repre- 
fentation  of  dramatic  performances.  We  cannot 
help  regretting  their  having  built  wretched  habi- 
tations for  mechanics  betv/een  the  arches,  and 
confequently  filled  them  up,  which  difgrace  thefe 
venerable  remains. 
Tarpelan  We  have  vifited  the  famous  Tarpeian  Rock, 
The  precipice  is,  at  this  day,  no  longer  terrific  j 
it  is  filled  up  with  rubbifli  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
though,  flill  fufficiently  deep  to  break  a  limb  of 
whoever  fliould  chufe  the  leap,  yet  I  think  they 
might  pofiibly  efcape  too  without  much  damage. 
The  way  to  it  is  encumbered  with  old  buildings, 
and  nothing  can  be  more  difgufling  than  the  dirt 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  wretched  part  of  Rome, 
Mr.   Pope's  defcription  of  thofe  of  the  Alley,  m 

Spenfer's 
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Spenfer's  ftile,  amongft  his  imitations  of  the  En- 
glifh  poets,  will  give  you  a  jull  idea  of  the  polite 
neighbourhood  of  the  Tarpeian  Rock.     The  Cir-  Circus  of 
cus  of  Caracalia  is  ftillfo  entire,  that  the  plan  may    ^'^'^  ^* 
■  [be  eafily  made  out,  and  is  more  perfe£t  than  any 
.  now    remaining   at    Rome.     Here   are    apparent 
remains  of  the  walls,  where  the  feats  for  the  fpec- 
tators  were  placed;  that  part  of  the  Circus,   at  the 
;  greateft  diflance,  terminates  in  a  femicircle.     The 
;  great  gate,  which   the  victors  paffed  through  to 
I  their  triumphs,  is  (till  to  be  feen.     In  the  middle 
I  remains  alfo  a  line  of  walling,  the  extremities  of 
I  which  were  the  bounds  fixed  for  the  chariots  to 
I  turn  at.     In  one  of  the  fide-walls  you  difcern  the 
places,    where  large  empty  vafes   of  terra   cota 
were  inferted,  in  order  to  augment  the  applaufcs 
of  the  people  by  a  reverberation  of  the  ecchos 
from  fide  to  fide.     Confiderable  vefliges  of  three  or 
four  large  brick  towns   fi:ill  remain,    which  were 
probably  thofe  granted  by  the  emperors  to  a  few 
of  their  moft  confiderable  favourites,  for  the  con- 
venience of  feeing  the  fports  to  advantage,  and 
which  were  hereditary  in  their  families.     There  is 
another  fquare  building,  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 
kind  of  drefiing-room  for   the  competitors,  and 
fome  remains  of  two   moft   refpedable   temples, 
eredled  to  Honour  and  Virtue,  by  M.  Marcellus. 
This  great  man  conftrufted  them  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  Temple  of  Honour  could  not  be  entered 
without  ^x^.pajjing  through  that  of  Virtue  j  a  fine 

idea 
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idea  this.     On  the  other  fide  of  the  Circus,  are 
DcoRidi-  the  ruins  of  a  Temple  eredled  to  the  Deo  Ridicolo^ 

Temple     '^^  ^^^^  ^^''^^  °^  ^^^  fecond  Punic  war,  when  Hanni- 
of.  bal,  advancing  from  Cannae  with  defign  to  befiege 

Rome,  retired  fuddenly  of  his  own  accord,  before 
he  had  even  commenced  the  fiege, — Half  a  mile 
from  hence,   on   the  Appian  way,  is  an   antique 
Capo  di     Monument,    called   Capo   di  Bove,    the    tomb  of 
^°''^'        Cecilia  Metella,   wife  of  CrafTus.     It  is  a  ruined 
tower,  with  a  frieze   and  cornice,  ornamented  by 
ox-heads  in  relievo,  and  garlands  of  cyprefs.     The 
walls  are  extremely  thick.     In  the  pontificate  of 
Paul  the  Third,   an  excavation  was  made  in  the 
tower,  which  brought  them  to  a  cavity  that  con- 
tained an  urn  made  of  Parian  marble  and  fluted. 
It  now  {lands  in  the  court  of  the  Farnefe  palace. 
The  infcription  on  the  frieze  of  this  Monument  is, 
Cecilia  ^  Cretici  F.  Metell.  Craffi. 
Maufo-  The  Maufoleum  of  Auguftus  is  fituated  behind 

^T^°!  S.  Carlo  al  Ccrfo.  It  confifts  of  a  p-reat  round 
tov/er.  There  are  ftill  remaining  fome  columns 
and  marbles,  with  which  the  outfide  was  deco- 
rated. As  the  roof  or  covering  is  entirely  de- 
ftroyed,  they  have  filled  up  the  infide  with  earth, 
and  made  a  pretty  odd  garden  within  the  tower. 
A  terras,  formed  by  the  thicknefs  of  the  Vv^alls, 
furrounds  all.  There  are  Seuterrains,  or  rooms, 
■where  the  alhes  of  the  Auguftan  family  were  de- 
pofited. 
Pyramid        The  Pyramid  of  Caius  Ceftius  is  the  only  entire 

ofCaius    j.Qjjjt)  remaining.     It  is  near  Porto  S.  Paolo.     The 

Ceihus.  ° 
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^utfide  is  formed  of  large  blocks  of  white  marble. 
rhis  monument  has  a  fine  effefl  when  viewed  at 
)  {a  proper  diftance  ;    being,  I  fuppofe,   about  forty 
■  ^eet  in  perpendicular  height. 

There  are  many  veftiges  of  tombs  to  be  feen  in 
'  the  environs  of  Rome,   and  is  it  not  a  cufiom  that 
^  might  be  produftive  of  happy  confequences,  if 
'  praftifed  at  this  day  in  Chriftian  countries,  were  great 
'  'and  good  men,  who  have  ferved  their  country  elTen- 
^ially,  to  be  interred  by  the  fides  of  the  high  roads 
leading  to  the  capital,  with  proper  infcriptions  on 
their  tombs  (v*'hich  might  be  alfo  extremely  orna- 
inental),  reminding  their  fucceflbrs  and  others  of 
the  noble  examples  they  had  fet  them,  and  excit- 
^'  ling  in  their  minds  a  laudable  ambition  for  the  like 
honours  ?  It    might  perpetuate   the  memories  of 
"uour  national  benefaftors,  in  my  mind,  more  effec- 
tually than  all  the  gaudy  monuments  that  can  be 
^erefled    to    them  in  Wedminfler  Abbey — which 
few  think  of  vifiting  after  the  tour  made  in  their 
childhood  —  of  the  lions  in  the  Tower,  St.  Paul's, 
the  wax- work,  and  Weilminfter  Abbey.     I   fup- 
pofe  there  is  no  city  in  the  world  fo  provided  with 
excellent  water  and  beautiful  fountains  as  Rome. 
That  of  Termini,  of  Trevi,    of  the  Piazza  Na-  Foun- 

j  1  11-        tains, 

vone,  and  many  others,  are  worthy  the  attention 
of  travellers.  I  dare  not  enter  into  the  infpedlion 
of  them,  nor  even  venture  to  mention  the  obelifks 
and  fingle  columns  which  you  find  in  every  quar- 
t<£r  of  the  town.     The  only  Fountain  you  fliall  hear 

of 
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That  of  of  at  prefent  is  antique,  that  of  the  nymph  Egeria, 
Egena.  -which  is  not  in  modern  Rome,  but  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  town,  or  to  fpeak  with  the  Ro- 
mans, Fuori  di  Roma.  Here  it  was  that  Numa  is 
faid  to  have  had  his  aflignations  with  that  nymph. 
Its  prefent  appearance  is  that  of  a  pretty  large 
roomy  vault.  There  are  few  remains  of  its  an- 
tique marble  ornaments.  A  mutilated  ftatue  of  the 
Nymph,  and  niches  where  the  Mufes  were  placed, 
are  ftill  to  be  feen.  It  affords  plenty  of  excellent 
water,  of  which  you  may  be  fure  we  drank ;  alfo 
feveral  aquatic  plants  that  fpring  fpontaneoufly 
from  thefe  dreams,  and  hang  down  over  the 
entrance  in  many  a  fantaftic  garland.  It  is  woody 
and  gloomy  all  around,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a 
moft  charming  romantic  fpot,  where  one  might 
indulge  in  contemplation 

Offorejis  and  inchantments  dear. 
Where  more  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear. 

Happily  for   you   I   have  not  vifited   all   the 

churches  at  Rome.    Indeed  I  have  (ztn  but  a  few  of 

them ;  fo  do  not  be  alarmed,  for  I  fhall  mention 

Churches,  yet  fewer  than  I  have  feen.     S.  Giovanni  di  Latte- 

St.  Gio-    ^^jjQ  jg  ^  f^j^g  church,  decorated  with  columns,  ^c. 

vanni  di  . 

Lattera-    antique  and  modern,  of  the  moll  precious  mar- 
**°*  bles.     Several  ftatues  of  faints  and  apollles ;   the 

belt  is  that  of  St.  Bartolomeo.     Round  the  altar 
are  four  very  curious  antique  pillars  of  bronze 
fluted,  which  were  found  where  the  famous  tem- 
ple 


[      205      ] 

pie  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus  flood.  The  relics  pre-  Reiks. 
ierved  in  the  churches  of  Rome  are  too  abfurd  to 
mention.  This  once  only,  by  which  you  may 
judge  of  the  others,  I  fiiall  inform  you,  that  they 
here  boaft  the  inheritance  of  a  piece  of  Mofes's 
rod,  and  a  morfel  of  Aaron's,  a  ftick  of  the  ark 
of  the  covenant,  the  table  on  which  our  Savi- 
our eat  the  paflbver  with  his  difciples,  and  the 
napkin  which  he  made  ufe  of  to  wipe  their 
,  feet. 

The  Church  of  St.  Maria  Magiore  is  efteemed  St.  Maria 
the  moft  noble  and  grand  of  all  thofe  dedicated  to  ^S^ofc* 
the  Virgin.  It  is  built  on  the  fpot  where  flood  a 
temple  confecrated  to  Juno.  The  plan  of  this 
church  was,  zve  ivere  told^  miraculouily  traced  out 
by  a  cloud  which  fell  from.  Heaven.  The  archi- 
tecture is  much  admired ;  the  infide  of  the  church 
flrikes  the  eye  wich  a  noble  fimplicity  \  the  view 
of  a  great  number  of  lofty  pillars,  of  the  Ionic 
order,  of  white  marble,  have  a  fine  efFi!(5l ;  the 
altar  is  formed  by  a  beautiful  antique  urn  of  por- 
phyry. The  finefl  chapel  belonging  to  this  church 
is  that  of  Borghefe.  Here  is  a  profufion  of  rich 
marbles,  lapis  lazuli,  Cat  opaque  precious  flones, 
fome  paintings  and  frefcos  by  Guido,  and  m.any 
very  valuable  ornaments.  Amongft  others,  an 
image  of  the  Virgin  (attributed  to  St.  Luke),  fur- 
rounded  with  precious  flones.  I  had  determined 
not  to  tire  you  with  more  relics,  but  here  I  cannot 
help  announcing  to  you  the  manger  in  which  our 

Saviour 
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Saviour  was  laid,  the  Twaddling  clothes  he  worcj 
and  fome  draw  on  which  he  was  placed. 

S.  Paolo        S.  Paolo  fuori  di  Roma  alle  tre  fontane.     This] 
fuoridi     (^hyrch  is  built  upon  the  fpoc  where  St.  Paul  was! 

Roma  .  .  L 

Church,  beheaded.  The  pillar  to  which  he  was  bound,! 
and  where  he  fufFered  martyrdom,  is  near  the  firft 
of  the  three  fountains.  Thefe  fprung  up,  as  youi 
will  believe,  miraculoufly  from  the  three  bounds 
his  head  made  when  ftruck  off.  The  Church, 
however,  is  extremely  well  worth  feeing ;  it  is 
adorned  on  the  infide  with  very  curious  antique 
columns*,  particularly  two  of  black  porphyry  j 
there  are  no  fuch  to  be  feen  any  where  elfe.  An- 
tiquarians are  at  a  lofs  to  determine  whence  they 
were  brought,  but  the  moft  probable  conjeflure 
is,  that  they  were  the  produdlions  of  Ethiopia, 
where  quarries  of  Bafalte  are  common. 
St.  Ur-  The  Church  of  St.  Urhano  alia  Caffarella  was  a 
Chur  h  ^^f^P^^  of  Bacchus,  and  graceful,  indeed,  are  its 
remains.  It  is  built  of  brick,  with  ftrength  and 
folidity.  The  Mofaic  in  the  arched  roof  and  be- 
tween the  double  row  of  pillars  is  finely  done. 
Here  are  reprefentations  of  the  vintage  through  all 
its  progrefs :  the  wine-prefs  is  particularly  worth 
obferving.  The  different  figures  of  birds,  large 
as  life,  are  elegantly  executed ;  and  the  pheafants 
fuperior    to  the  others.      The   diameter  of  the 

*  Some    of  which  meafure  twenty-two  feet  in    circum- 
ference. 

ground- 
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ground-plan,  between  the  inner  row  of  pillars, 
meafures  about  forty-five  feet  Englifli,  and  ninety 
feet  between  the  walls,  or  from  one  fide  to  the 
other.  The  farcophagus  of  Bacchus  is  of  one 
entire  morfel  of  porphyry,  nine  feet  long,  fix 
broad,  and  four  deep ;  the  iliell  nine  inches  ;  the 
lid  or  cover  twenty  inches  thick.  It  is  fculpted  in 
baflb  relievo,  reprefenting  the  Infant  Bacchus, 
feftoons  of  vine  leaves,  grapes,  &c. 

S.  Sebajliano  alle  Catacombe,  fituated  on  the  Ap-  S.  Sebaf- 
pian  way,  was  founded  by  Conftantine  the  Great,  ^^3"°.  ^  * 
in  honour  of  this  faint;    who  is  reprefented  lying  combe, 
in  his  tomb,  pierced  with  arrows.     The  fculpture 
by  Giorgetti.     The  portico  of  this  church  is  fup- 
ported  by  fix   antique    columns   of  a  very    rare 
fpecies ;  two  of  them  of  white  granite,  and  two  of 
green,  with  uncommon  fpots  in  them. 

The  catacombs  are  the  vafteft,  and  the  moft 
noted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  We  ex- 
plored them  accompanied  by  a  ragged  ill-looking 
fellow,  whofe  bufinefs  is  to  fv/eep  the  church,  and 
fhew  thefe  filent  manfions  of  the  dead.  One  of 
our  footmen  was  f::nt  of  a  mefifage,  the  other  fol- 
lowed us.  We  were  provided  with  little  wax 
candles,  and  defcended  the  ftair-cafe,  each  carry- 
ing a  lighted  Bougie  \  the  others  were  for  pro- 
vifion,  left  any  of  thofe  already  lighted  fhould 
burn  out  or  extinguifh.  Having,  at  length, 
reached  the  bottom,  after  no  very  agreeable  de- 
fcent,  we  found  ourfelves  in  a  labyrinth  of  very 

narrow 
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narrow  pafiages,  turning  and  winding  inceflantly ; 
mod  of  thefe  are  upon  the  flope,  and,  I  believe, 
go  down  into  the  earth  to  a  confiderable  depth. 
They  are  not  wider  than  to  admit  one  perlbn  at  a 
time,  but  branch  out  various  ways  like  the  veins 
in  the  human  bodyj  they  are  alfo  extremely 
damp,  being  far  under  the  ground,  and  caufed  our 
candles  to  burn  blue.  In  the  fide-niches  are  de- 
pofited  the  bodies  (as  they  fay)  of  more  than 
feventy-four  thoufand  martyrs.  Thefe  n;iches  are 
moftly  clofed  by  an  upright  flab  of  marble,  which 
bears  an  infcription  defcriptive  of  their  contents. 
Several  are  alfo  buried  under  thefe  paflages,  whofe 
graves  are  fecured  by  iron  grates.  We  followed 
our  tattered  guide  for  a  confiderable  time  through 

the  paffages ;    at  laft  he  flopt,  and  told  M if 

he  would  go  with  him  to  a  certain  quarter  juft  by, 
he  would  fhew  him  a  remarkable  catacomb.  At 
that  moment  I  was  flaring  about  at  the  infcrip- J 

tions,  and  took  it  for  granted  that  M was! 

really  very  near,  but  after  fome  moments  I  afl^ed] 
the  footman  who  was  (landing  at  the  entrance  ii 
he  faw  his  mailer ;  he  replied  in  the  negative,  norj 
did  he  hear  any  voice  :  this  alarm.ed  me ;  I  bid 
him  go  forward  a  little  way,  and  that  I  would! 
wait  where  I  was,  for  I  feared  lofmg  myfelf  in 
this  labyrinth  in  attempting  to  get  out,  not  know- 
ing which  way  they  had  turned,  i  waited  a  little! 
time,  and  finding  the  fervant  did  not  return, 
called  out  as  loud  as  I  could,  but,  to  my  great 

difap- 
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difappointment,  perceived  that  I  fcarce  made  any 
noife;  the  found  of  my  voice,  from  the  damp- 
!  nefs  of  the  air,  or  the  lownefs  of  the  paffages,  re- 
I  mairiing  (as  it  were)  with  me.  I  trembled  all 
over,  and  perceived  that  my  Bougie  was  near  its 
end  ;  I  lighted  another  v/ith  fome  difficulty,  from 
the  fhaking  of  my  hands,  and  determined   to  go 

in  fearch  of  M myfclf,  at  any  hazard',    but 

figure  to  yourfelf  the  horror  that  feized  me,  when, 
upon  attempting  to  move,  I  perceived  myfelf 
forcibly  held  by  my  clothes  from  behind,  and  all 
the  efforts  I  made  to  free  myfelf  proved  ineffetflual. 
My  heart,  I  believe,  ceafed  to  beat  for  a  moment, 
and  it  was  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  fuftain  myfelf 
from  falling  down  upon  the  ground  in  a  fwoon. 
However,  I  fummoned  up  all  my  refolution,  and 
ventured  to  look  behind  me,  but  faw  nothing.  I 
then  again  attempted  to  move,  but  found  it  im- 
practicable. Good  God,  faid  I,  perhaps  M— — 
is  afTaffinated,  and  the  fervant  joined  with  the  guide 
in  the  perpetration  of  the  mAirder,  and  I  am  mi- 
raculoufly  held  faft  by  the  dead,  and  fhall  never 
leave  thefe  graves.  Notwithftanding  fuch  dread- 
ful reprefentations  that  my  frighted  imagination 
pidtured  to  me,  I  made  more  violent  efforts,  and 
in  ftruggling,  at  laft  difcovered,  that  there  was  an 
iron  grate,  like  a  trap-door,  a  little  open  behind 
me,  one  of  the  pointed  bars  of  which  had  pierced 
through  my  gowm,  and  held  me  in  the  manner  I 
have  related.  1  foon  extricated  myfelf,  and  vvaik- 
VoL.  ir.  P  ing 
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ing  forward,  luckily  in  the  right  path,  found 
M— —  who  was  quietly  copying  an  infcription, 
the  guide  lighting  him,  and  the  fervant  returning 
towards  me  with  the  moll  unconcerned  afpedt 
imaginable.  I  had  the  difcretion  to  conceal  my 
fright  as  much  as  I  was  able,  and  only  exprelTed, 
with  fome  impatience,  my  defire  of  returning  into 

the  light  and  air.     INI ,-  who  is  ever  complai- 

fant  to  my   widies,    inllantly  complied  j    and  as 
we  were  retiring,  the  poor  guide,  whom  my  ima- 
gination  had  reprefented  as  an  aiTaflln,    told  us, 
that  there  was  a  pit  amongil  the  Catacombs  of 
which,  the  bottom  could  never  be  difcovered;  and 
he  had  been  told,    that  formerly   a  great   many 
people  had  been  abufed,  robbed,  and  flung  into 
it.     I  thanked  God,  inwardly,  that  he   had    not 
told   me  this  ftory  earlier. — Having  entered  the 
carriage,  I  determined  within  myfelf  that  this  vifit 
to  the  Catacombs  fnould  be  my  laft.     That  you 
may  not  dwell  longer  upon  the  adventure,  I  fhall 
return  to  Rome,  and  conclude  my  letter  with  a 
flight  defcription  of  the  Vatican. 
Vatican.        The  fuperb  palace  called  the  Vatican  is  attached 
to  St.  Peter's  church,  and  was,  for  many  years, 
the  refidence  of  the  Pontiffs.     But  they  have  of 
late   preferred   Monte    Cavallo,    as   a    drier   and 
healthier  fituation.     The  dimenflons  and  elaborate 
defcriptions  of  this   palace  have  been   given   by 
feveral  Italian  and  other  authors.     According  to 
M,  Venuti,  it  contains  eleven  thoufand  and  five 

hundred 
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hundred  rooms  •,    but  according  to  Bonanni  thir- 
teen thouland,  including  the  Souterrdns  and  cel- 
lars.    It  is  aflerted  by  ibme,  to  have   been  built 
on  the  ruins  of  Nero's  palace  -,    others  fay,  on  the 
fame   fpot    with    that   Emperor's    gardens.     The 
principal  objects  that  merit  the  attention  of  a  tra- 
veller are,  the  library,  the  paintings  of  Raffaello, 
and   the    antique   llatues.      After    having   pafTed 
through  two  great  courts,  you  afcend  a  flair-cafe 
called  Li2  Scala  Regia,  defigned  by  Bernini,  v/hich 
IS  really  magnificent.     You    then  enter  a  vaft  fal- 
ioon  called  Sala  Regia^  painted  in  frefco^  by  va- 
ious  artifts ;    the  lubjecls  moftly  allegorical  and 
,iiftorical.    Many  of  them  have  been  much  injured 
jy  the  painters   who  were  em.ployed,    owing  to 
heir  rivality  and  private  enmities  to  each  other; 
)lurring  over  and  maliciouHy  fpoiling  the  labours 
)f  their  brethren  from  motives  of  envy  and  malig- 
lity.     You  are  then  fliewn  the  Chapel  of  Sextus 
he  Fourth.     Michael  Angelo  painted  the  vaulted  MicKael 
ieling.     The  plan   of  this   Chapel   is  an  oblong     "^"^ 
quare.      Over   the    tapellry    are  twelve   pidures 
sprefenting  different  hiftorits  from  the  Old  and 
^^ew  Teftament,  by  Pietro  Perugino.     The  heads  pietro. 
f  the  figures   are  finely  executed,   but   their  dra-  ^'^^''^S^''-'' 
ery  is   quite   abfurd,  being,  for   the   m.oH   parr, 
:tired  in  gold  and  filver.     Over  the  door,  a  pic- 
ire  reprefenting  Si.  Michael  fighting  with  devils 
jr  the   body  of  Mofes,  is  executed  with  great 
)rcf,  by  Matteo  Dalecio,     The  famous  pid-ure,  Matteo 

PI  ,,  Dalecio. 
2  by 
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Michael    by  Michael  Angelo,  of  the  laft  judgment,  occu»J 
°^^  °'    pies  the  whole  end  of  the  Chapel.     It  is  painte 
in  frefco.     The  group  in  the  middle  reprefent 
Jefus  Chrift-,    on  his  right  hand  the  eledl-,    on  his| 
left,    the    condemned    fouls ;    at    the   top,    two' 
groups  of  angels,  who  bear  the  attributes  of  the 
paflion.     The  faints,  fped:ators  of  the  laft  judg- 
ment,   are  ranged  on   each    fide   of  two  groups 
which   furround   our   Saviour.       There    are   alfc 
choirs  of  angels  who  found  the  trumpets,  fomc 
conduft  the  blelTed  into  heaven,  and  others  thruf 
the  damned  into  hell.     At  the  bottom  of  the  pic 
cure  is  Charon  in  his  boat  •,  and  in  the  corner  oi 
hell   {lands  a  man   with  ferpents   twifting  rounc 
him,    being   the  portrait  of   a  perfon  to  whon 
Michael  had    a    particular  averfion.      This  va( 
piece  of  painting  is  more  furprifing  than  pleafing 
the  confufion  fuch  crowds  of  figures  produce — th 
variety   and    (trength   of  defign — the  powers  c 
imagination,  and  all  the  whims  of  fancy,  are  her 
united.     The  back  ground,  reprefenting  an  azui 
fky,  all  of  one  tint,  gives  no  relief;  and,  upon  th 
whole,  there  is   a  poverty  of  colouring,  thoug 
with  a  great  correftnefs  in  the  drawing. 

I  lliall  here  omit  the  chapel  Paulina,  bavin 
mentioned  it  already.  In  a  grand  apartmei 
called  that  of  Borgia  are  many  paintings  by  Ra 
faello,  Giulio  Romano,  Pierino  del  Vaga,  Pel 
grino  da  Modcna,  and  others.  The  celebrate 
Salloni  di  Raffaello  confifts  of  a  Iodq  fuiU  of  room 

paint( 
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painted  in  frefco  by  that  great  mailer.     The  firftRafFaello, 

'  alloon  contains  all  the  virtues,  charities,  ^c.  im- 

jer  fymbolical   figures;    the  fecond,    the  twelve 

ipoftles,  ^c. ;    the  third,  called  that  of  Conitan- 

.:ine,  exhibits  the  miracle  of  his  converlion  ■■,    the 

;aerian  crofs  is  borne   by  two  angels.     In  another, 

[the  battle  and  viftory  of  Conftantine,  gained  over 

[the  tyrant  Maxentius,    at  Fonte  Mole.     In   this 

jiaft  is  a  remarkable  figure  of  an  old  foldier  who 

[lifts  his  fon,  juft  expiring,  from  the  ground  ;  the 

lexpreflion  in  the  father  is  truly  aff^cdling.     This 

.falloon  is  completely  covered  with  reprefentations 

of  different  events  in  the  hiftory  of  Conftantine. 

The  next  faloon  prefents  hiftories  from  the  book 

of  the  Maccabees  ;    here  is  a  compliment  to  Pope 

I  Julius  the  Second,  who  would  be  introduced  as 

I  borne  into  the  temple  where  Onias  the  High  Prieft: 

[is  invoking  Heaven.      His   meaning  was,    that, 

I  after  the  example  of  Onias,  he  had  delivered  the 

ecclefiaftical  ftate  from  many  ufurpations  and  dif- 

,  orders  which  had  afFeded  the  patrimony  of  St. 

i  Peter.     Alfo  a  famous  pidlure,    and  finely  done 

'  indeed ;   it  is   called  the  Mafs,    and  reprefents  a 

miracle  which  happened   at  Bolfenna:    A  prieft, 

.  who  doubted  of  the  real    prefence   in   the   Eu- 

charift   being  at  the  moment  of  confecrating  the 

,  wafer,    blood   dropped  from   it.      The   different 

'  efFefts  of  (urprife  and  aftoniOiment  amongft  the 

!  people  is  reprefented  in  the  moft  lively  and  natural 

manner. 

P  3  The 
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The  fubjeffc  of  another  piece  which  merits  at- 
tention is  Atilla,  who  fees  St.  Peter  and  St.  PauJ 
coming  in  the  clouds  to  give  him  battle.  Here 
Pope  t^eo  the  Tenth  appears  alfo  mounted  on  hi^ 
mule,  with  the  whole  cavalcade  of  cardinals 
prancing  on  various  nags.  Raffaello  has  alfo  in- 
troduced his  mafter  Pietro  Perugino  as  mace- 
bearer,  curvetting  before  his  Holinefs.  § 
School  of  In  the  fifih  falloon  are  fome  of  his  mofl  e{leeme4 
'■  ^"^*  paintings.  The  School  of  Athens  is  a  piflure  re- 
markable for  its  invention,  grouping,  perfpedive, 
and  colouring.  It  reprefents  a  place  decorated 
with  fine  architefture.  About  the  centre  appear^ 
Plato  and  Ariftotle,  who  feem  engaged  in  philo? 
fophical  difcufTions,  furrounded  by  their  difciples» 
Socrates  is  reprefented  fpeaking  earneflly  to  a 
young  and  beautiful  hero  in  armour,  by  whicl^ 
figure  is  meant  Alcibiades.  In  another  place,^ 
Pythagoris  is  graving  mufical  concords  upon 
tablet,  held  by  a  youth  clothed  in  white,  who  re-] 
prefents  Francefco  Maria  di  Rovero  Duca  d'Urbino, 
and, nephew  to  Pope  Julius  the  Second.  At  a 
diftance  is  Diogenes,  reclined  on  a  ftep  of  the 
architedture  •,  he  has  a  book  in  his  hand,  and  a 
fmall  bowl  near  him.  Raffaello  has  placed  a  re- 
lation of  his  own  in  another  part  of  this  picture. 
One  Bramanti,  who  was  a  famous  architedt  at  that 
time  i  he  is  reprefented  as  Archimedes,  tracing 
an  hexagonal  figure.  Near  him  appears  a  young 
main,    who  puts  one   knee   to   the  ground,   and 

pointing 
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pointing  to  him  expreffes  great  refp^d  and  vene- 
ration ;  by  this  young  man  is  meant  Ferdinand 
the  Second,  Duke  of  Milan.  Zoroafter  makes  a 
capital  figure-,  he  is  draped  in  cloth  of  gold,  and 
holds  a  globe ;  by  him  ftands  Rafiaello  himfclf, 
with  a  black  bonnet  on  his  head  and  the  mod 
filly  face  imaginable  under  it  \  he  has  placed 
his  mafler  Perugino  by  him.  The  coup-d'csil 
of  this  picflure  is  very  ftriking,  and  it  demands 
fome  time  to  examine  it  propeily.  Oppofite 
the  School  of  Athens  is  a  large  painting,  the 
fubjecl  a  difpute  about  the  facrament,  fo  replete 
with  fymbolical,  typical,  and  alkgorical  reprefenta- 
tions,  that  we  did  not  contemplate  it  lone:. 

Mount  Parnaffiis  is  another  efteemed  piiflure. 
Raffaello  has  introduced  here  all  the  moft  cele- 
brated poets  of  Italy,  and  placed  himfelf  between 
Virgil  and  Homer.  Apollo  plays  on  a  modern 
violin ;  a  great  abfurdity.  The  mofl:  capital 
figure  is  Sappho ;  her  head,  in  particular,  is  finely 
done.  Several  other  paintings  merit  obfervation, 
but  you  will  excufe  my  pafling  them  over. 

The  cieling  of  the  fixth  room  is  painted  by 
Perugino.  Its  befl:  pidure  reprefents  the  fire  of  PerugiRo, 
Bergo  S.  Spirito^  efteemed  a  chef'd^o:uvre.  The 
tumult,  the  confternation  of  the  people,  the  effeft 
of  the  wind  upon  the  flames,  and  the  different 
epifodes  introduced,  render  this  piece  extremely 
curious. — The  feventh  room  is  called  that  of  the 
Ccnfiftory :  the  fubjeds  of  the  paintings  are,  St. 
P  4  Leon 


[       2'6      ] 

Leon   purfuing   the  Saracens,  and   Charlemagne 
crowned  emperqr.     The  two  laft  chambers  exhibit 
Baltazer   fome  fine  perfpe6lives,  by  Baltazer  Peruzzi.     In 
the  apartment  of  the  Countefs  Matilda  are  elegant 
Roma-      frefcos   by   Romanelli.      There   are   many  other 
^  apartments,  chapels,  and  galleries,  finely  decorated 

with  paintings,  by  famous  mafters,  which  I  fhall 
Belvidere.  pafs  over,  and  proceed  direilly  to  the  Belvidere, 
or  the  Torre  di  tiUti  gli  Venti.     It  has  a  communi- 
cation with  the  Vatican  by  means  of  an  open  gal- 
lery or  terras,  and  is  called  Belvidere^  on  account 
of  the  glorious  profpeft  feen  from  it,  which  I  fear 
v/ould  lofe  by  any  defcription  I   fhould   attempt. 
The  apartments  of  the  Belvidere  have  been  inha- 
bited by  fevcral  Popes,    though  but  fimply  fur- 
nifhed.     Here  are  fome  curious  articles  in  antique 
mofaic ;  one,  in  particular,  reprefents  an  Egyptian 
Model  of  dance. — A  Model  of  St.  Peter's  Church  opens  in 
Church,    th^  middle  fo  as  to  fhew  the  feclions,    and,  by 
means  of  a  void  left  in  the  centre,  you  may  fhut 
yourfelf  into   it,  and    fee  all   the  ifles,    chapels, 
^c.  at  one  view.     In  order  to  go  to  the  court  of 
the  Antique    Statues,    you   muft  pafs   along  the 
great  corridor  of  the  Belvidere,  which  is  in  length 
1692  feet,  or  about  the  third  of  a  mile.     Half- 
v/ay  is   an  iron-gate  which  condudls  you  to    the 
Vatican  library.     We  returned  back  to  the  library. 
Antique    after  vifiting  the  Antique  Statues.     At  the  end  of 
tatues.     j.j^j^  gallery  is  the  famous  Statue  of  the  dying  Cleo- 
patra.    She  is  rcprefented  in  a  fupine  pofture,  with 

a  ferpent 
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a  ferpent  twilled  round  her  arm.  I  am  forry  to 
be  obliged  to  confefs  to  you,  that  notwithftanJing 
{he  is  fo  much  admired,  v/e  were  not  ftruck  as 
with  a  perfeft  piece  of  fculpture.  Very  impro- 
perly, from  the  pedeftal  or  bafs  of  this  Sratue 
proceeds  a  fheet  of  water,  which  fails  into  a  bafon 
on  your  left  hand  as  you  enter  the  above-mentioned 
Court.  It  is  afferted  to  be  the  moft  fuperb  afiem-  Court  of 
blage  of  the  fineft  Greek  Statues  in  the  whole  Jj'^^g  3J3. 
world  ;  there  are  eight  in  all.  The  Laocoon,  the  cues. 
!Apollo,  the  Antinous,  and  the  famous  Torfo^  are 
Ithofe  I  fliall  particularly  mention  ;  the  other  four 
being,  in  my  opinion,  unworthy  of  their  fituation 
here,  though  they  might  poffibly  appear  to  fome 
advantage  in  another  place.  This  Antinous  is  Antinous. 
efteemed  of  more  beautiful  proportions  than  that 
in  the  Capitol.  He  is  a  rnodel  for  grace ;  his 
jlimbs  are  elegant,  and  there  is  a  lightneis  and 
eafe  in  his  whole  figure,  which  is  rarely  found  in 
the  mofl:  beautiful  nature ;  his  attitude  is  more 
genteel  than  noble ;  he  exprefles  more  penfivcnefs 
than  joy  •,  yet  we  rather  prefer  the  face  of  the 
Antinous  of  the  Capitol  to  this  of  the  Belvidere. — 
,iThe  Laocoon  aftonilhes  and  terrifies;  the  lubjecft  Laocoon. 
is  fo  horrible,  and  the  exprelTion  fo  juft,  that  I 
could  not  contemplate  it  for  any  time  together, 
but  returned  to  it  frequently ;  my  imagination 
almoft  caufed  me  to  fancy  1  heard  the  piercing 
Ihrieks  of  the  fons  *,  proceeding  from  the  agoniz- 

•  Thefe  are  in  fhut-up  niches  to  prcferve  them  from  being 
injured  by  the  weather. 
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ing  pain  expreffcd  in  their  diftorted  yet  beautiful 
features,  and  from  the  cruel  folds  of  the  ferpents 
that  confine  and  twift  round  their  delicate  limbs. 
The  old  man's  diftrefs  is  of  another  fpecies,  and 
equally  horrible.  I  believe  Michael  Angelo  may 
bejuftified  when  he  pronounced  the  Laocoon  II  fro- 
tentode  rjrte.  This  Statue  was  found  in  the  baths 
of  Titus.  I  fhould  have  added  alfo  that  the  Anti- 
nous  v/as  taken  from  a  place  caWed  jldrianello,  near 
the  church  of  S.  Martino  di  Monte, 

When  the  folding  doori?  were  thrown  open  of 

Apollo,  the  nich  which  conceals  the  Statue  of  Apollo,  I 
flarted  back  with  furprife.  Never  did  I  fee  any 
fculpture  come  io  near  the  life,  nor  animation 
exprefs  fo  much  majefty  and  dignity.  T  was 
ftruck  with  awe.  The  beautiful  proportions  of 
the  limbs,  the  grandeur  and  noble  air  diffufed  over 
the  whole  figure,  his  commanding  afpefl  bknded 
with  angelic  fweetnefs,  joined  to  the  moft  perfeft 
features,  made  me  almoft  fancy  he  breathed,  and 
was  about  to  fpeak  :  at  length,  coming  out  of 
my  firfl:  furprife,  I  faid  to  myfelf,  it  is  but  marble 
that  I  fee. — This  Statue  was  found  at  Netttino  *. 

The  As  to  the  famous  Torfo^  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay 

that  I  am  knowing  enough  to  be  fenfible  of  its 
beauties.      A  headlefs  trunk,    without    arms   or 

*  Nattuno  is  a  maritime  town  of  the  ecclefiailical  flate, 
fituated  near  Capo  d'Anzo,  the  ancient  port  of  Antium,  a 
town  originally  belonging  to  the  Volfcij  and  where  Coriola- 
nus  was  killed. 

legs, 
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legs,  appeared  to  me  a  frightful  object-,  but  I 
riiake  not  the  leafi;  doubt  of  its  porfelTing  ail  the 
beauties  and  perfedions  attributed  to  it  by  anti- 
quaries and  connoifTeurs.  The  mufcles  are  fo 
ftrongly  marked,  that  I  fhould  think  it  mud  have 
been  a  ftatue  of  Hercules ;  and  what  makes  this 
conjedure  very  probable  is,  that  it  is  placed  or 
refts  upon  a  lion's  fl^in. 

From  hence  we  adjourned  to  the  Library.  I  Library, 
fliali  pafs  over  the  garden,  which  is  very  large, 
and  laid  out  in  the  old  fafliioned  tafte :  it  is  re- 
markable for  little  elfe  than  a  great  number  of 
concealed  water  v^orks,  or  rather  "jo at er  traps, 
intended  to  fprinkle  the  unwary.  Here  are  alio 
more  confiderahle  fountains. 

This  Library  is  lb  conftruded  as  to  afford  a 
very  agreeable  coup  d^scil  at  your  entrance ;  but 
the  books  being  inclofed  in  prefles  which  are 
painted,  deprives  it  entirely  of  the  appearance  of 
a  library.  The  paintings  are  by  various  m afters, 
and  the  fubjefts  taken  from  facred  hiftory,  or  the 
hiftory  of  the  early  ages  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
Some  good  antiques  ferve  to  adorn  it-,  fine  Etruf- 
can  vafes,  and  amongft  other  curiofities,  a  re- 
,  markable  column  of  oriental  alabafter,  white  and 
tranfparent  -,  which  is  folid,  and  beautifully  fluted. 
Oppofite  to  this  pillar  is  a  tomb  of  white  marble, 
and  in  it  a  winding  fheet  made  of  a  linen  which 
readily  catches  fire,  but  does  not  confume  there- 
by.    This  linen  is  fecured  by  iron-work,  and  in 

order 
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order  to  prove  that  it  ftands  the  fire,  our  Ciceroni 
pulled  one  end  of  it  through  the  iron,  and  let  fire 
to  it  with  a  lighted  Bougie.  It  burnt  fail,  and 
prefently  extinguifhed  of  its  own  accord.  The 
corner  which  had  endured  the  flame  appeared  ra- 
ther cleaner  and  whiter  than  the  reft  of  the  Iheet, 
■which  was  all  the  effect  the  fire  produced.  I 
pulled  it  as  hard  as  I  could,  with  defign  to  have 
torn  and  brought  off  a  rag  of  it  with  me,  but  in 
vain ;  and  1  believe  the  Ciceroni  fufpecled  me,  for 
he  thruft  it  into  its  place,  and  fo  fecured  it  from- 
any  further  attempts.  It  is  probably  formed  of 
the  cijhejlus,  or,  what  is  called  in  the  Royal  Cabi- 
net of  natural  hiftory  at  Paris,  Le  lin  Foffile.  Herc^ 
is  alfo  a  great  collection  of  medals,  which  we  had 
not  time  to  examine.  They  told  us  the  prefTes 
contained  feventy  thoufand  printed  volumes  and 
forty  thoufand  manufcripts ;  feveral  curious  an- 
tique Bibles,  in  Hebrew,  Syriac,  Arabic,  i^c. ; 
a  very  pretty  Greek  manufcript  of  the  Adts  of  the 
Apoftles  in  gold  letters,  given  by  Pope  Innocent 
the  Eighth  to  Charlotte  Queen  of  Cyprus ;  feveral 
manufcripts,  with  curious  and  high-finifhed  mi- 
niatures. Amongft  thefe  is  a  Pliny,  with  the 
pidures  of  all  the  animals ;  a  Virgil  of  the  fifth 
century,  all  wrote  in  capital  letters,  with  the 
figures  of  the  Trojans  and  Latins,  in  their  proper 
habits  i  a  beautiful  manufcript  of  Taffo,  and  a 
Dante,  with  miniatures  at  the  top  of  each  page 
defcriptive  of  the  fubjedts.     The  Original  Letters 

of 
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of  Harry  rhe  Eighth  to  Ann  Boleyn,  and  a  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Seven  Sacraments,  compofed  by  him- 
felf :  he  fent  it  as  a  prefent  to  Leo  the  Tenth,  with 
thefe  lines,  written  with  his  own  hand ; 

Anglorum  Rex  Henricus,  Leo  Decimo  mittit. 

Hoc  opus^  ^  fidei  tejfcm  &  amiciti^. 

Here  are  many  other  curiofities  of  lefler  note, 
which  our  time  did  not  permit  us  to  fcrutinize. 

The  Arfenal  is  a  long  filloon,  faid  to  contain  Arfenal. 
arms  for  eighteen  thoufand  men. 

Adieu.  You  fhall  hear  from  me  again  as  foon 
as  I  have  fufficient  materials  for  as  long  a  letter  as 
the  prefent.     Believe  me  as  ever,  ^Sc. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XLIV. 


Rome,  May  i,   177  i. 

T  is  impoflible  to  feel  ennui  at  Rome,  though 
not  a  place  of  gaiety.     This  city  is  the  moft 
agreeable  retreat  in  the  world  (if  a  capital  can  be 
fo  called)  for  all  thofe  who  love  the  fine  arts,  and 
have  a  real   pleafure  in   the   ftudy  of  antiquity, 
which  yet  rather  inclines  one  to  melancholy  than 
cheerfulnefs.     We  propofe,   however,  quitting  it 
in  a  few  days  j  but  it  will  be  with  fome  regret,  as 
we  feel  ourfeives  fettled  very  much  to  our  liking 
in  every  refped.     Even  the  ceremonial  of  return- 
ing and  receiving  vifits  is  not  exadcd  here  from 
us  Englifh,  as  it  would  be  in  our  own  country : 
one  reafon  is,  we  are  fuppofed  to  come  here  to  fee^ 
and  to  inform  ourfeives  j    another,  becaufe  what- 
ever an  Englilhman  does,  is  right.     Such  is  the 
flattering  idea  the  Italians,  in  general,  entertain 
of  our  nation.    This  is  a  fubjedl  we  mull  not  en- 
large upon,  left  it  fhould  increafe  our  vanity.    The 
very  recolledtion  of  all  the  civilities  and  friendly 
ideas  our  Roman  friends  have  imprefled  upon  us, 
are  difficult  to  combat  j    fo  predominant  is  felf- 
love.     Therefore  I    Ihall   fay    no   more   on   this 
head,    but  proceed  to  a  defcription  of  what  we 

have 
5 


[       223       3 


have  feen  nnce  I  wrote  la  ft.  The  Palace  Borghefe  Palace 
is  a  magnificent  building,  decorated  with  all  the  ""^  '  ' 
orders  of  archite6lure.  The  arcades  of  the  court 
are  fupported  by  an  hundred  columns  of  granite. 
The  whole  ornamented  with  antique  ftatues. 
Thofe  of  Julia,  Fauftina,  and  an  Amazon,  are 
amongfl:  the  beft.  The  apartment  of  the  rez-dc' 
chau[[:e  (lower  floor,  over  the  under-ground  apart- 
ments) confifts  of  eleven  noble  rooms  or  falloons, 
all  en  ftiite,  as  full  of  fine  paintings  as  their  walls 
can  bear.  We  were  told  this  Palace  contains  feven- 
teen  hundred  original  pidlures.  Do  not  imagine 
I  am  about  to  give  you  a  dcfcription  of  them  all ; 
1  fliali  confine  myfelf  to  a  very  few,  as  I  have  fo 
many  palaces  to  mention.  A  Pidure,  by  Domi-  Domini- 
nichino  -,  the  fubjed,  the  fports  of  Diana  and  her  *^"*"°' 
nymphs ;  the  Goddcfs  is  reprefented  giving  the 
reward  to  one  of  them,  who  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  gain  the  prize.  This  beautiful  fcene 
palTes  at  a  river's  fide  :  the  Nymphs  are  in  various 
attitudes  •,  one,  in  particular,  the  moft  admired, 
is  undreffing  herfelf  for  the  bath.  Two  fine 
portraits  of  Cardinal  Borgia  and  Machiave],  by 
Raffaello.  The  three  Graces  blindfolding  a  Cupid, 
by  Tiziano.  In  a  gallery  highly  ornamented  and 
covered  with  looking-glalTes  and  gilding,  the 
Paintings  that  conceal  the  joinings  of  the  glailes 
are  extremely  pretty  ;  they  reprefent  Cupids,  little 
River-gods,  ^c.  in  many  elegant  attitudes  ;  the 
works  of  Ciroferi,     A  fine  Drawing,  by  Giulio  ciroferi. 
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Romano  ;  the  fubjeft  Adonis  dead  in  the  arms  of 
the  Graces;  a  weeping  Cupid  and  an  afflidled 
Venus ;  two  fwans  offer  to  carefs  her  -,  and  in  ano- 
ther part  of  the  pifture  are  Cupids  mounted  on 
the  back  of  a  wild  boar,  and  piercing  him  with 
arrows.  There  are  charming  Fountains  in  the 
middle  of  many  of  the  rooms,  which  play  con- 
flantly,  and  fall  into*  beautiful  antique  marble 
bafons.  In  this  Palace  is  a  great  curiofity  amongfl: 
the  coUedion  of  marbles ;  it  confifts  of  three 
antique  flabs  of  white  marble,  found  at  Monte 
Dragone  at  Frafcati ;  they  are  above  three  feet 
long,  and  about  an  inch  thick,  yet  fo  pliable,  you 
may  bend  them  with  little  force ;  and  when  they 
lean  againft  a  wall,  placed  on  their  edge,  they 
bend  of  themfelves,  fo  as  to  form  a  curve  of  above 
an  inch. 
Palace  The  Palazzo  Corfini  is  efteemed  one  of  the  fineft 

Corfini.  •  j^  Rome ;  it  was  the  refidence  of  Chriftina  Queen 
of  Sweden,  whilft  in  this  capital.  Her  apartment 
is  neither  large  nor  magnificent,  nor  does  it  contain 
any  thing  curious  or  remarkable.  From  refped 
to  her  memory,  they  have  not  changed  or  re- 
moved the  furniture,  i^c,  which  is  now  much 
faded  and  worn.  Near  her  bed-fide  are  fome 
pidures,  ^c.  of  the  fort  often  found  as  furniture 
to  bed-chambers  in  Roman-catholic  countries, 
emblems  of  fuperjlition.  The  exterior  architefture 
of  the  Palace  is  not  much  efteemed,  but  the  in- 
terior plan  is  indeed  very  fine-,    the  apartments 

noble 
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noble  and  well  contrived,  as  arc  the  (lair-cafes 
which  lead  to  them.  Here  is  a  vail  colle^lion  of 
pidlures.  I  (hall  mention  the  following,  as  they 
feemed  to  us  to  be  amongft  the  beil.  But  where 
one  fees  fuch  numbers,  and  does  not  return  to 
them  again,  I  cannot,  with  the  fame  certainty, 
decide  upon  their  merits,  as  when  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  confidering  them  a  fecond  time. 

A  Saint  Girolimo,    by  Guercino,    in  a  great  P^-'^'^'-e?. 
ftyle. — A  Butcher's-fliop,   by  Tenieres  -,    horribly  Tenieres. 
natural,  particularly  i?2  a  hot  day. — A  fine  Wover-  Wover- 
mans  reprelents  a  fportlnian  on  horfeback,  leading 
another  horfe ;  the  fubjed:  is  coarfe  ;  the  moment 
the  painter  has   taken  is   a  vulgar  German,    or 
Ti\kX.z\ijoke. — A  fine  Piflure  of  a  Field  of  Battle, 
by  Bourgio-none. — A  beautiful  Piece,    by  Guido ;  ^^"''g'g- 

J  y>  ^  ^       J  '  none. 

the  fubjed:  Herodias,  with  the  head  of  St.  John :  Guido. 
the  girl's    head  is   extremely   graceful,    and    the 
whole  highly  and  elegantly  finifhed. 
•   A  Prometheus;    the  vulture  dragging  out  and 
feeding  upon  his  bowels.     All  the  horrors  attend- 
ant on   fuch  a  fcene  are  reprefented  to   the  life, 
by  Salvator  Rofa. — Amongft  the  Antique  Statues  Ro'"^' 
with  which  this   Palace  abounds,    there  are  two 
Buftos  of  admirable  workmanfhip,  one  a  Veftal, 
the  other  Seneca  •,  and  a  beautiful  Statue  of  a  Wo- 
man, finely  draped.     There  is  aifo  here  a  very  great 
Library,  confiding  of  feven  rooms  contiguous  to  Library, 
each  other ;    the  books  contained  in  them  are  faid 
to  treat  of  feven  different  fubjedls  •,    a  fubjedl  to 
Vol.  II.  Q^  each 
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each  room ;    and  that  all  that  can  be  laid  upon 
each  by  different  authors  is  colledled  here.     They 
contain    alfo  fome    curious    manufcripts,    and  a 
large  colleflion  of  prints  and  drawings.     The  gar- 
dens belonging  to  this  Palace  are  pretty,  in  an 
old  ftyle  i    a  great  deal  of  fhade  and  regular  ar^ 
hours ;    alfo  a  Sylvan  amphitheatre  with  a  foun- 
tain in  the  middle,  being  frequently  the  place  of 
meeting  for  the  academy  of  ^lirhn,  at  which  the 
cardinal  Neri  Corfini  prefides,    and  where   many 
curious    and    interelling    fubjeds   are   difcuffed, 
particularly  fuch  as   relate  to   the  antiquities  of 
Rome.     The  public  are  allowed  to  walk  in  thefp: 
gardens;  a  very  great  convenience,  and  an  inftance^ 
amongfl;  others,  of  the  Italian  hofpitality. 
Palace  The  Palazzo   Barberini  refembles  two  or  three 

palaces  joined  together,  and  contiguous  to  it  is  a 
very  large  garden,  ornamented  with  fountains, 
ftatues,  i^c.  The  cieling  of  the  grand  falloon 
was  painted  by  Pietro  da  Cortona,  and  is  efteemed 
a  chef-d'cswvre-^  its  fubjed;  allegorical,  and  relates 
to  the  Barberini  family.  This  Palace  contains  a 
prodigious  coUeftion  of  fine  pidlures,  antiques, 
and  other  curiofities.  As  I  have  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  examining  its  contents  at  my  lei- 
fure,  from  the  intimacy  of  our  acquaintance  with, 
the  family,  I  may  be  more  accurate  in  my  de^ 
fcription,  than  in  regard  to  fome  of  the  others 
that  I  have  only  feen  by  walking  once  through^ 
the  apartments.  I  Ihall  begin  with  the  Pidures : 
6  A  Sleeping 
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A  Sleeping  Infant,  by  Guido;  the  colouring  deli-  Piftures. 
cate   and   tranfparent,    the  drawing  correft,    the     ^^  °' 
figure  of  the  mod  amiable  charader,   and  fleeps 
as  if  rocked  hy  the  Graces. 

A  Portrait,  by  Raffaello,  of  his  favourite  RafFaello, 
Miftrefs,  for  whom  he  died.  She  is  of  a  brown 
complexion,  and  if  at  all  handfome,  to  my  mind 
one  of  the  mofl:  difagreeable  beauties  I  ever  faw. 
Her  face  is  of  a  vulgar  contour  -,  a  (harp  chin, 
ftrong  lines,  with  features  lean  and  hard ;  her 
countenance  ftupid  and  infenfible.  She  has  a 
bracelet  above  her  elbow  in  the  antique  faOiion, 
on  which  is  engraved  Raffaello. 

A  Holy  Family,  by  Parmefan.     Hagar  in  the  Parmefan. 
©efart,  by    Mola;    finely  coloured;   the  head  ofMoIa. 
Hagar  is  beautiful.     A  very  pleafing  Pifture,  by 
\Pietro  da  Cortona;  its  fubjeft  the  reconciliation  of  Pietroda 
Jacob  and  Laban.     A  Magdalen,  by  Guido,  in  G°ido!^* 
high  eftimation  with  all  the  Virtuofi,  which  I  muft 
confefs  I  do  not  like.     She  fails  in  charadler.    The 
figure  is,    no  doubt,    beautiful,  but  it  might  be 
taken  for  any  other  perfon.     Repentance,  remorfe, 
demotion,  (hould   be  flrongly  exprefled  in  a  Mag- 
dalen,   and,    to  my  eyes,  none  of  thefe  are  here 
to  be  found.     There  are  feveral  fine   Portraits  by 
Tiziano,    and  one  of  RafFaello  by  himfelf.  SaX. 

Amongft  the  Antiques  are  two  famous  Buftos  Antiques, 
of  Marius  and  Sylla  •,   a  beautiful  Head  of  Jupiter*, 
a  fine  Head  of  Alexander  the  Great,  and  another 
of  Antigonus.     A  Diana  •,    her  body  of  oriental 
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agate.  A  fmall  Statue  of  Diana  of  Ephcfus.  A 
Head  of  Julius  Casfar,  of  Egyptian  pebble.  A 
Scipio  Airicanus,  of  giallo  antico,  A  Colofial 
Builo  of  Adrian  ;  the  head  of  bronze,  the  cuirafles 
and  faih  of  marble,  with  curious  red  veins.  An 
Antique  Mofaic,  very  well  done;  its  fubjed  the 
Rape  of  Europa.  A  beautiful  antique  Lion,  in 
white  marble.  A  fine  Statue,  in  a  nich,  of  a 
young  Man,  who  holds  in  one  hand  a  kind  of 
ftick,  and  in  the  other  -a-patera-,  this  Statue  is  per- 
fedly  well  proportioned,  and  of  very  antique 
fculpture.  A  Sleeping  Fawn,  which  is  a  Greek 
ftatue,  and  deferves  to  be  held  in  the  higheft  efli-^ 
mation  for  its  admirable  workmanlhip.  Two  tri- 
angular Altars,  and  one  round  j  in  bajfo  relievo 
appear  Egia  Goddel's  of  Health,  Ifis  holding  the 
flower  Lotus,  and  Mars.  The  hajfo  relievos  on 
the  other  altar  are,  Jupiter,  Juno,  and  a  young 
Man,  who,  with  one  hand,  is  leading  along  a 
ram  for  facriiice,  and  in  the  other  holds  a  cup.     A 

Bernini.  Modern  Statue,  by  Bernini,  of  a  fick  Satyr  lying 
on  his  back  ;  there  is  admirable  exprefiion  of  pain 
and  fuffering  in  this  figure.  A  Statue,  in  terra 
iotta^  of  Pope  Urbino  the  Eighth,  made  by  a 
blind  man,  and  faid  to  be  extremely  like.  It  bears 
this  infcriptionj  Giovanni  Gamhafio  cieco  facit. 

Library.        Here  is  a  fine  Library,  confiding  of  above  fixty 
thoufand  volumes,  befide  a  great  colle<5lion  of  va- 
.  luable  manufcripts,  medals,  antique  gems,  cameos,  ■ 
intaglios,  and  bronzes.     One  of  the  moft  curious 

things 
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things  in  this  cabinet  of  Antiques,  is  an  ancient 
infcription,  which  bears  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
Rome  and  Tivoli.     The  apartment  inhabited   by 

I  the  Dutchefs  of  Montelihretti  is  nobly  furnifhed  in 
the  Italian  ftyle.  Some  of  the  fincft  I'idures  in  the 
colledion  are  its  decorations  -,  but  the  rooms  are 
not  crowded  with  them,  as  is  frequently  the  cafe 
in  Italian  palaces.  Her  bed-chaniber  is  extremely 
pretty ;  it  is  hung  with  a  Lyons  filk,  brocaded 
vith  fmali  flowers,  and  ftriped  with  filver,  which 

^!has  an  exceeding  good  effetft :  the  chairs,  curtains, 
Cfff.  are  all  covered  with  the  fame  materials.  The 
jewels  of  this  family  (as  is  the  cuftom  with  all  the 
great  and  princely  families  in  Italy)  are  kept  in  a 
large  cabinet,  and  form  a  kind  of  regalia.  They 
are  fliewn  tp  ftrangers,  and  an  houfehold  officer 
has  the  care  of  them,  who  is  anfwerable  for  his 
trull.  Qiiantities  of  precious  (tones  and  pearl  to 
amaze  one ;  the  jewels  the  Dutchefs  wears  are 
iiiagnificent ;  the  diamonds  of  a  much  larger  fize 
:han  any  I  have  feen  in  England,  excepting  thofe 
Dclonging  to  the  crown,  and  a  vafb  number  of 
arge  pearl  of  the  finell  water  and  moft  exadl  forma- 
ion.  The  apartment  of  the  Princefs  Paleftrine  is 
■'urniihed  in  a  graver  (lyle  than  that  of  her  daugh- 
er-in-law,  and  contains  feveral  curious  cabinets, 
:hina,  and  fmali  pidures  in  oil,  fome  of  which 
ire  very  well  done. 
Fallazzo  Farnefe.    This  magnificent  edifice  was,  p^Ug^zj, 

jjbr  the  moil  part,  built  by  Michael  Angelo.    The  i^'arneis, 
Q^  3  CollifeOf 
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Ccllifeo,  and  the  Theatre  of  Marcellus  were,  by 
facrilegious  hands,   ftripped  of  their  marble  orna- 
ments to  adorn  this  Palace,    as   I   have   already 
mentioned  in  a  former  letter ;    and  the  memory  of 
Pope  Farnefe,   Paul  the  Third,   is  held  in  execra- 
tion at  Rome  for  this  illiberal  adion.    it  is  a  noble      [ 
pile,  but  not  without  faults  in  the  architedlure  i 
many  of  the  members,    by  their  fculpture,  orna- 
ments, ^c.  have  too  Iblid  and  weighty  an  appear- 
ance •,  and  the  confequence  of  enriching  the  fronts 
has  been  the  throwing  a  gloom  over  the  apart- 
ments.    The  grand  court  is  a  fquare,  decorated     ;. 
with  the  three  orders ;   under  the  arcades,  which     [ 
environ  it,    are  placed   certain    famous    antique 
flatues.     The  Hercules,  called  the  Farnefian  (to     I 
diftinguifii  it  from  the  other  Hercules),  is  efteemed 
a  chef-d^fcuvre,    and  was  fculpted  by  one  GlicQit 
an  Athenian,  as  the  infcription  upon  it  fets  forth.' 
It  may  be  very  beautiful,   and  the  mofl:  perfe6| 
model  of  a  man  in  the  world ;  but  I  am  infenfible 
enough  to  its  charms  to  own,  that  if  all  mankind 
were  fo  proportioned,  I  fhould  think  them  very 
difagreeable    and    odious.     The    mufcles   of  this 
Hercules  (allowing  for  the  manner  of  fpeaking] 
are  like  craggy  rocks,   compared  with  the  Belvi- 
deran  Apollo.     Here  is  placed,    alfo,   the  large 
urn  v/herein  were  dcpofited   the  afhes  of  Cecilii 
Mitella,  taken  out  of  her  Maufoleum,  called  Cape 
di  Bove,  on  the  Appian  way,  as  I  told  you  before ; 
but  left  you  fhould  have  forgot  it,  I  mention  it  tc 
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you  again.  The  Flora  is  a  fine  Statue;  her  arms 
and  feet  have  been  replaced,  and  but  indifferently ; 
•but  the  antique  part  has  great  merit;  the  drapery 
is  glorioufly  done.  Having  afcended  the  great 
ftair-cafe,  the  Statues  of  two  Slaves  make  a  ftrik- 
ing  appearance,  and  are  worthy  the  attention  of 
the  curious.  In  the  interior  part  of  the  Palace  are 
a  numerous  aflemblage  of  buftos,  Itatues,  iyc,  all 
antique.  The  vault  of  the  great  gallery  is  painted 
in  frefco,  by  Annibal  Caracci,  and  is  efteemed  one 
of  the  nobleft  efforts  of  this  mailer.  The  fubjeds 
are ;  in  the  centre,  the  Triumph  of  Bacchus  and 
Ariadne ;  the  proceffion  is  comic,  and  old  Silenus 
on  his  afs  makes  a  capital  figure ;  at  one  end  of 
this  piece  appears  the  God  Pan,  offering  a  fleece  to 
Diana ;  at  the  other,  the  Judgment  of  Paris.  The 
■whole  is  admirably  well  done.  Between  the  centre, 
and  the  extremities,  are  the  following :  Triton  on 
the  Sea,  with  Galatea ;  the  Rape  of  Cephalus,  by 
Aurora ;  the  epifode  here  introduced  of  Morpheus 
afleep,  has  a  very  fine  effefl.  Polypheme  endea- 
vouring to  charm  Galatea  with  mufic,  and  then 
hurling  a  fragment  of  a  rock  at  Acis,  are  finiflied 
with  great  fpirit.  Other  compartments  reprefent 
Jupiter  inviting  Juno  to  his  nuptial  bed.  Juno, 
graced  with  the  Ceftus,  entertaining  Jupiter.  Di- 
ana careffing  Endimion  ;  the  love  expreffed  here  is 
worthy  of  fo  chafte  a  Goddefs.  Hercules  and 
lole ;  tiiey  have  exchanged  dreffes,  and  he  is  try- 
ing to  amufe  her  by  playing  on  the  tambour  de 

Q^  4  Bafyue. 
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Bafqiie.  Anchifes  taking  off  the  Bufkin  of  Venus. 
There  are  many  more  events  of  the  fabulous  hif- 
tory  here  reprefented,  and  which  take  up  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  examine,  as  they  are  all  worthy  of 
the  clofeft  notice.  At  the  ends  of  the  gallery  are 
two  fine  Paintings  infrefco;  one  repreftpts  An- 
dromeda chained  to  the  Rock  ;  the  other,  Perfeus 
converting  into  flone,  by  the  view  of  the  Medufa's 
head,  Phineus  and  his  companions ;  but  I  think 
the  pidlure  we  faw  at  Genoa,  on  the  fame  fubjevfl, 
better  done.  This  gallery  is  painted  with  various 
fubjedls,  all  taken  from  the  heathen  mythology, 
and  decorated  with  curious  antique  builos ;  many 
very  fine  are  in  a  GahinetiOy  particularly  the  famous 
reprefentation  of  Hercules  between  Vice  and  Vir- 
Annibal.  tue  (by  Annibal  Caracci),  in  which  the  figure  of 
Vice  is  out  of  all  comparifon  more  charming  than 
that  of  Virtue. 

A  great  number,  in  every  room,  of  antique 
llatues  and  buftos  of  the  firll  clafs,  and  each  merits 
a  particular  defcription.  That  of  Caracalla  is 
unqueftionably  the  fined  yet  found.  The  defcrip- 
tion of  the  contents  of  this  Palace  would  eafily 
furnifh  matter  for  a  folio.  The  famous  Group  of 
Dirce,  the  Bull,  and  the  two  Men,  can  never  be 
fufficiently  admired.  This  enormous  compofition 
is  of  one  block  of  marble,  as  white  and  as  frefh  as 
if  newly  executed  •,  it  would  take  me  half  a  quire 
of  paper  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  its  merits  :  let  it 
fuffice,  that  it  is  one  of  the  mod  ftupendous  efforts 

of 
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*  of  fculpture  that  has  as  yet  been  difcovered,  and  that 
;I  am  fure  we  fpent  at  haft  two  hours  in  gazing 
iupon  it.  It  is  kept  under  a  Ihed  in  a  court  conti- 
guous to  the  Palace. 

A  fine  Bajfo  Relievo^  reprefenting  an  Orgie  of 
Bacchus  broke  into  three  pieces :  A  fecond  repre- 
fents  Trimalcion   leaning  upon    a  Fawn,    whilfl 
another  odd  creature  pulls  off  his  fandals ;  a  troop 
of  comedians  follow  him.     There  are  feveral  An- 
tiques in  this  place  that  are  extremely  curious. 
I    Near  the  PaUazzo  Farnefe  is  that  of  Spada,  an  Pallazza 
■inferior  palace  at  Rome,  but  which,  however,  is    ^^  '*' 
worth   feeing.     The   moft    remarkable  Antiques 
and  Pi(5lures  are;  of  the  former,  a  Pompey,  about 
fourteen  feet  high,  and  finely  proportioned.    Paris, 
; Venus,  and   a  Gladiator.     A  beautiful  Statue  of 
ia  Greek   Philofopher.     A  Ceres,    finely   draped. 
Eight  very  large  tables  of  Marble,  wrought  in  baJfo 
welievo,     Amongft    the    Pictures,     the    Rape    of 
Helen,    by  Guido.     A  repofe  in  Egypt,   by  Car-  Guido. 
ravagio.     The  Sacred  Fire  fupplied  by  the  Veftals,  ^■^™^' 
a  fine  fketch,  by  Ciroferri.     A  large  Portrait  ofCirofem. 
Cardinal  Spada.     A  View  of  the  Market  at  Naples 
during  the  ufurpation  of  the  famous  Mafllenello, 
the  lazzarone.     In  a  fmall  court  is  a  pretty  decep- 
tion in  perfpeclive  •,  it  is  a  little  gallery,  or  arched 
vault,  fuftained  by  Doric  pillars,  which  kfien  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  perfpedive ;    the  plan  on 
which  they  are  built  drawing  towards  the  point  of 
view  in  which  the  reality  would  have  appeared  to 
3  the 
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the  eye.     The  plan   is  only  twelve  feet  in  front 
and  contrads  gradually,    being  but  fix  feet  at  tl 
end.     It  is  built  upon  a  flope,    is  eighteen  fc 
high  at  the  entrance,   and  but  nine  at  the  oppofit 
extremity.     A  Statue  of  a  Fluter  is  placed  at  t\ 
end  of  the  little  Court,  which,  when  feen  throuj 
this  arch,  appears  to  be  full  five  feet  high,  but 
in  reality,   no  more  than  three.     This  little  piec 
of  architefture  might  be  eafily  imitated,  and  woul 
have  a  very  pleafmg  effedl  in  a  London  garden. 
Pallr.zzo        The  Palazzo  Colonna  is  a  vaft  edifice,   with  a' 
Coionna.  ^^^^^^  \^  proportion,  and  a  prodigious  colleclion 
of  antiques  and  pi(5tures.     The  grand  apartment 
is  nobly  furnifhed.     Amongfl:  the  Pictures  I  ob« 
ferved  the  following  in  particular:    A  St.  Mar- 
Guido.     garet  and  Dragon,   by  Guido ;  a  beautiful  iketch. 
A  Cephalus,  and  Procris  endeavouring  to  diiTuade 
him  from  the  dangers  of  the  chace ;   this  is  by 
Titian.     Titian,  and  extremely  interefting.     The  Rape  of 
Ganimede  by  the  Eagle  of  Jupiter  j   by  the  fame 
artift,  and  very  tine,    though  the  colouring  has 
fuffered  a  little.     The  Gallery  is  fuperb,   and  of; 
a  prodigious  length ;  it  is  furnifhed  with  fine  paint-' 
Gu'ido.      ings :    A  St.  Francis,  by  Guido.     A  Flight  into 
Egypt,    by  the  fame.     St.  John  preaching  in  the 
Defart,  by  Salvator  Rofa.     A  fine    Picture,    by 
Guercinoi  the  fubjecl,   David   bearing  Goliath*s 
head ;  the  daughters  of  Ifrael  following,  dancing 
and  beating  little  kettle-drums ;  altogether  ridi- 
(lulous  in  the  compofition,  though  defervedly  ad- 
mired > 
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mired  in  other  refpeds.  A  Man  drinking  out  of  a 
Glafs,  by  Tiziano ;  what  is  curious  in  this  Pic-  Tizlano. 
i  cure  is  the  nofe,  lips,  ^c.  of  the  Man  forelhort- 
ened,  as  feen  through  the  Glafs.  A  mod  admir- 
able grotefquc  Pidlure  of  a  Peafant  eating  beans, 
by  Tintorcc.  The  Gardens  are  in  a  bad  tafte,  Tlntoret. 
having  too  many  parterres  formed  of  box  edgings 
and  coloured  ftucco,  which  are  dignified  by  the 
name  of  Englifh  Flov/er  Gardens, 

The  Pallazzo  Bracciano ;    rich  in  valuable  an-  Pallazzo 
tique  marbles,  and  many  good  pictures.     On  the  ^'"^^'^i' 
ftair-cafe  is  a  fine  Bufto  of  Antoninus  Pius,  and  in 
the  firft  falloon  a  rare  Statue  of  Caligula.  Amongft 
|the  Piflures  that  decorate  the  apartment,  is  the 
Woman  taken  in   Adultery,    by   Tiziano.     The  Tiziano. 
Hiftory  of  Cyrus,  in  five  Pidlurcs,  by  Rubens ;  Rubens. 
and  feveral  other  originals,  by  great  Matters.    The 
Dutchefs  of  Bracciano  told  me,  that  the  befl:  Pic- 
tures in  the  Palais  Royal  at  Paris,  and  all  thofe,  in 
particular,  which  are  hung  in  the  Lanthorn-Room 
there,  were  part  of  the  Bracciano  colleftion.     She 
is  a  near  relation  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans.     I  am 
not  fure  that  I  did  not  mention  this  circumftance 
in  my  firfl  letters  from  Rome,  where  I  had  occafion 
to  fpeak  particularly  of  this  noble  Lady,  who  is 
as  much  diftinguifhed  at  Rome  for  her  fenfe  and 
accompiifhments  as  for  her  high  rank  and  great 
connexions. 

The  Cabinet  of  Curiofities  belonging  to  this  Cabinet 
family    contains   a   fuperb  colledion  of  medals.  Jties.""  " 

They 
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They  belonged  formerly  to  Chriftlna  Qiieen  of 
Sweden.  Amongft  the  Antique  Gems  is  a  Cameo 
in  oriental  agate,  its  fize  exceeds  fix  inches  by  four; 
it  reprefents  the  Profiles  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
and  his  Mother  Olympia. 

Pallazzo  Altieri.  This  Palace  (lands  alone  upon 
a  great  deal  of  ground.  The  grand  apartments 
are  highly  ornamented  with  paintings  and  gilt 
ftucco,  embellifhed  in  a  very  good  tafte.  There 
are  two  Claude  Lorrains  in  them,  efteemed  the 
bed  productions  of  that  famous  landfcape  painter. 
One  is  a  View  of  the  Sea ;  the  other,  to  which 
the  preference  is  generally  given,  reprefents  a 
beautiful  Landfcape,  in  which  is  introduced  the 
Temple  of  the  Sibyl  at  Tivoli.  If  I  might  ven- 
ture to  criticife  this  great  artift,  I  fliould  fay,  that 
his  landfcapes  would  have  been  better,  was  there 
not  an  air  of  ftiffnefs  in  all  his  objects : — his  trees 
too  trim,  and  of  too  fine  a  green,  failing  in  that 
contraft  that  withered  branches  and  fantaftic  old 
roots  and  trunks  of  trees  often  produce  in  a  repre- 
fentation  after  Nature.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  juft 
to  obferve,  that  his  paintings  are  highly  finifned, 
the  glowing  warmth  of  his  flcies  are  inimitable,  and 
never  to  be  found  in  the  landfcapes  of  any  other 
painter. 

Two  Philofophers,  by  Salvator  Rofa  ;  and  two 
Landfcapes  of  fine  Rocks  and  Water,  by  the  fame. 

Corregio.  ^  Virgin,  by  Correp;io.     A  Lucretia,  by  Guido. 

Guercino.  A  Roman  Charity,  by  Guercino:  this  fubjed  iscun- 

Gufly 


Salvator 
Rofa. 
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oufly  treated  s  the  fcene  prefents  the  outfide  of  a 
dungeon  -,  the  Daughter  looks  through  the  grated 
window,  and  calls  to  her  Father,  who  is  very  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  interior  of  the  dungeon,  but  from 
his  age  and  defed  of  hearing,  he  turns  his  head 
and  looks  behind  him,  in  order  to  difcover  from 
whence  the  voice  proceeds.  His  error  produces 
great  exprefTion  of  anxiety  in  the  countenance  of 
the  Daughter. 

The  Paliazzo  Chigi  contains  fome  good  paint-  Pallazzo 
ings,  a  curious  colledion  of  original  (ketches  and      '^'* 
drawings  of  the  greateft  mafters,    with   fome  an- 
tiques.   An  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds,  by  Carlo  Carlo 
Marratti.     Some  fine  Landfcapes,  by  Claude  Lor-  cilTde"' 
rain  :  one,  in  particular,  which  prefents  a  beauti-  Lorrain. 
ful  View  of  the   Sea:    on  the  fore-ground,  the 
Rape  of  Europa.     A  pretty  Landfcape,  by  Sal-  Salvator 
vator  Rofa-,  in  which  he  has  introduced  Mercury 
piping  to  Argus,  in  order  to  make  him  deep,  and 
the  beautiful  Cow  lo  watching  the  event.    A  Satyr 
carrying  a  balket  of  Fruit;  by  his  fide  a  Bacchante: 
jthis  Pidure  is  finely  coloured ;  it  is  by  Rubens.  Rubens. 
An  extravagant  Pidure,  by  Carravagio;  the  fub- Carrava- 
jed  Mars   whipping   Cupid   in    the   prefence  ofSi°- 
Venus. 

Here  is  alfo  a  very  good  Library,   containing  Library, 
many  curious  manufcripts,  enriched  with  fine  mi- 
niatures.    A  MiiTel  of  Pope  Boniface  the  Eighth, 
bound  in  filver,  inftead  of  leather. 

The  Chapel  is  pretty,  and  richly  ornamented. 

Pallazzo 
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Pallazzo       Pallazzo  Giuftiniano   has    not  a   very  brilliant 
Giuihni-  appearance.     The  Interior  wants  new  furnifhing, 
but  it  contains  a  vaft  colleftion  of  Statues  and' 
Paintings,  which  are  not  protected   and  kept  as 
they  ought   to   be.     There  are  feveral   valuable 
Antique  Statues  in  the  Court.     The  Grand  Apart- 
ment is  decorated  with  antique  columns  of  green 
porphyry  and  green  marble,  ftatues,  frefco-paint- 
ings,  and  pi6lures.     Amongft  the  latter  is  a  very 
fine  Flemifh  Pifture,  by  the  famous  Handftorfl-  of 
Utrecht,    known  in  Italy   by    the   nick-name  ot 
Gerardo    Gerardo  della  Notie;    for  how  can   a  foft  Italian 
della        mouth  pronouncc  fuch  a  hoarfe  rumbling  word  a} 
that  of  Hundjlorjl,     The  fubjed  of  this  Pi(5lure  is 
Pilate  on  the  Judgment  Seat.     The  effeft  of  the 
candle-light  fhews  wonderfully.     A  Picture  repre- 
fenting  St.  Peter,  whom  the  executioners  are  un^ 
drefiing,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  martyrdom  or 
the  crofs ;  the  colouring  and  the  exprefiion  are  great 
Saltarelli.  it  is  by  Saltarelli  a  Genoefe. 

A  Portrait  of  a  Widow,  to  whom  Cupid  prefent 
Paul  Ve-  a  looking-glafs,  by  Paul  Veronefe.     St.  Anthon; 

ronefe.      ^^^  5^.^  Paul,  a  fine  Pi6lure,  by  Guido.     Socrate 
Guido,  ,  ■' 

in  Prilon,  to  wnom  they  are  about  to  prefent  th 

poiibned  bowl ;  and  oppofite  to  it  Seneca,  with  hi 

veins  opened  and  bleeding  to  death.     Both  thef 

tragic  fcenes  are  reprefented  at  night ;  the  lights  c 

della*^       the  flambeaux  and  lamps  are  finely  thrown  by  th 

Notte.      Utrecht  painter  I  mentioned  before. 

J 
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In  the  Chamber  of  the  Madonnas  are  various 
eprefentations  of  the  Bklfed  Virgin,  by  Raffaello,  RafFaello. 
^eonardo   da  Vinci,    Perugino,    Parmefan,    and^jayind. 
\ndrea  del  Sarto.  Perugino. 

I  t       r  r^  crti      "armeian. 

The  Gallery  holds  a  crowd  of  Statues.     The  ^ndi 


irea 


)eftamongft  them,  an  antique  Goat,  lying  down,  ^^eliarto. 
,\n  antique  Marble  Vafe,  with  beautiful  rowled 
landles.  A  Minerva.  A  Veflal.  A  Fawn,  with 
lis  hand  full  of  grapes.  A  Head  of  Homer.  A 
Head  of"  Vitellius.  A  Bufto  of  Serapis.  A  Diana 
)f  Ephefus  J  and  feveral  iiuflos  of  Emperors. 
VIeffalina  fitting.  The  greater  number  of  ftatues, 
and  other  antique  marbles,  depofited  in  this  Palace, 
were  dug  up  in  finking  for  its  foundations  amongft 
':he  ruins  of  Nero's  Baths. 

Pallazzo  Roffigliofi.  This  Palace  belonged  Palace 
formerly  to  the  Borghefe  family.  Plere  are  feveral .  °/'^' 
pictures  highly  worthy  particular  attention;  but  I 
muft  reftrain  myfelf  in  their  defcription  for  wane 
of  time,  and  proceed  to  the  antiques.  In  the 
Gallery  is  a  remarkably  large  round  Bafon  of  Verd 
antique^  fupported  by  a  pedeftal  of  porphyry.  An 
antique  Piece  of  Frefco-painting,  reprefenting  a 
landfcape,  with  a  houfe  in  the  middle,  and  palm- 
trees  about  it,  in  the  Chinefe  tafte.  Four  fmail 
Frefco-paintings,  antique,  found  in  the  ruins  of 
Conftantine's  Baths;  the  fubjefts  chiefly  Bacchana- 
lian, but  one,  in  particular,  is  extremely  pretty  ; 
it  reprefents  a  Cupid  on  a  Branch  of  Flowers, 
holding  a  ladder.  In  the  Garden  is  a  well-propor- 
tioned 
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tioned  little  building,  which  contains  the  beft 
paintings  in  the  colledion.  On  the  cieling  of  its 
ialloon,  or  veftibule,  is  the  famous  painting  in 
Guido.  frefco,  by  Guido,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Aurora^  and  reprefents  the  bringing  on  of  the  Day. 
Phcebus,  in  a  triumphal  chariot,  is  drawn  by 
four  fiery  courfers  a-brcaft  •,  the  hours,  under  the 
figures  of  beautiful  nymphs,  dance  around  him  -, 
he  is  preceded  by  a  Cupid,  holding  a  torch,  and 
Aurora,  who  fhrews  the  earth  beneath  with  flov/ers. 
The  figures  here  reprefented  may  ferve  as  models 
for  grace  •,  the  folds  of  the  draperies  are  ligiit, 
natural,  and  fimple-,  and  the  clouds  finely  ren- 
dered. It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  fal- 
loon,  the  repofitory  of  this  fine  piece  of  frefco,  is 
damp,  by  which  it  has  fuffered  confiderably,  as 
well  as  by  negled.  Here  are  alfo  two  fine 
Friezes  painted  in  frefco,  by  Tempefta.  I  (hall 
now  have  done  with  Palaces,  left  you  fiiould  be 
furfeited  with  them,  as  you  were  with  Churches  at 
Paris,  and  mean  to  conclude  this  voluminous  let- 
ter with  a  defcription  of  the  Jefuits  College.  You 
fhould  here  afk,  How  it  was  polTible  for  me  to 
have  feen  the  Jefuits  College?  I  fiiall  inform  you; 
for,  to  be  fure,  no  female  has  ever  entered  it  (at 
leaft,  by  public  permiffion),  fave  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  Chrillina  Queen  of  Sweden,  and  your  moll 
humble  fervant.  Know  then,  that  I,  not  devoid 
of  that  curiofity  natural  to  us  all,  had  learned  that 
this   fame  SanFium  SanP,onim   of  a  feminary  for 

learnino; 
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Earning  was  poflcfTcd  of  a  mod  rare  colledion  of 
[ntique  marbles,  gems,  pidnres,  natural  hillory, 
f^nd  what  not,  and  was  confequently  defirous  of 
jfpcding  this  pure  and  holy  edifice,    but  found 
lat  females  were  never  permitted  to  enter,  fave 
jnly  the  before-mentioned  royal  perfonages,  who 
jd,    as    a    great    grace    and    favour,    obtained 
ipermiffion,     to   that  effe6t,    from    the   fovereign 
Pontiff;   and  that,  in  fliort,  it  was  impoflible  for 
me  to  gain  admittance,  unlefs  by  an  order  from 
the  Pope.     I   ftill  perfifted  in  wifhing  to  fee  it, 
'  and  frequently  expreffed  my  conje(fi:ures  in  regard 
.  to  its  contents,    in  prefence  of  a  dignified  eccle- 
fiaftic,    who  was  in    his   Holinefs's  good  graces, 
I  and  who  being  tired,  I  fuppofe,  with  conftantly 
hearing  the  fame  fubjed  harped  upon,  undertook 
I  to  afk  the  favour.     The  Pope  had  the  goodnefs  to 
'  grant  it,  and  an  order  was  accordingly  given  up- 
.  on  damped  paper,  addreffed  in  the  form  of  a  letter 
to  the  general  of  the  Jefuirs,  v/ith  our  names  men- 
tioned, and  thofe  of  *****  ;  this  gentleman  and 
lady  having  much  wifhed  to  accompany  us,  and 
we  fucceeded  in  procuring  this  additional  gratinca- 
I  tion.     The  paper  was  figned  in  all  form,  firft  by 
his  Holinefs   himfelf,    then  by   Monjigniore  Pal- 
lavicim^    fecretary   of  flate,    the   general   of  the 
'  Jeluits,  and  this  paper  empowered  us  to  vifit  the 
I  College,   and  every  part  of  it  at  any  hour,  and  as 
often  as  we  pleafed.    We  accordingly  went  thither, 
and  were  received  by  the  general  and  the  chiefs  oi 
Vol.  II,  R  that 
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that  fociety  with  the  utmoft  politenefs.  They 
were  fo  obliging  as  to  give  themfelves  the  trouble 
of  conducling  us  about,  and  lliewed  us  all  the 
interior  of  the  building,  with  its  curiofities.  It  is 
yeruits  a  vail  ediiice  ;  contains  excellent  apartments,  well 
College,  fitted  up,  and  moft  commodioufly  difpofed.  A 
Mufeum  that  v/ould  employ  an  antiquary  many 
months  to  give  a  proper  defcription  of  its  rare 
antiques  and  other  contents.  Part  of  this  fuperb 
colleclion  is  ccmpofed  of  the  famous  cabinet  qf  | 
Father  Kircher,  that  of  the  Marchefe  Gregorio 
Copponi^  and  a  colledion  of  gems  given  by  Au- 
guftus  King  of  Poland.  Here  are  beautiful  an- 
tique vafes  of  agate  and  cornelian,  cups  of  egiade- 
jafper  and  onyx,  fine  cameos  and  intaglios,  antique 
ear-rings ;  the  drops  in  various  fhapes ;  fome 
reprefent  little  Cupids  fufpendcd,  others  vafes,  ^c. 
Gold  chains  for  the  neck,  of  exquifite  neatncfs.  A 
fcries  of  medals,  and,  amongll  them,  feveral  of 
gold,  and  extremely  rare.  Antique  marbles,  fuch 
as  flatues,  bajfo  relievos,  altars.  InftrvJments  qf 
facrifice  very  antique,  and  of  beautiful  workrnan- 
ihip.  Infcriptions,  &c.  befides  weights,  meafurcs, 
^nd  various  other  articles  in  bronze.  An  antique 
Sun-dial,  found  at  Tufpulum,  elteemed  a  very 
great  curiofuy :  by  this  Dial  it  appears,  that  the 
Romans  reckoned  twelve  hours  to  the  day,  includ- 
ing one  hour  of  twilight.  A  prodigious  feries  of 
natural  hiftory,  including  the  whole  fcience,  ani*, 
mal,  folTilj   mineral,  vegetable,   i^c.   nothing  ex-. 

ceptec 
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cepted.  All  the  fciences  are  taught  here,  and 
there  are  profeflbrs  appointed  to  initruiTc  youth. 
Ahnoil  every  necefiary  and  ui'eful  article  is  mace 
within  their  own  walls.  Here  are  buildings  for  the 
itaylors,  fnoe-makers,  carpenters,  ^c.  who  are 
folely  employed  for  the  College. 

A  very  fine  Library ;  alfo  fome  excellent  pic- 
tures.    Amongft  thefe  I  particularly  remarked  the 
following;.     A  beautiful  one  of   the  Woman  of 
Samaria;  it  is,  I  think,  the  belt  I  ever  faw  on  this 
fubjecft  i  fhe  is  charming,  and  her  figure  graceful 
in  the  higheft  degree.     Cur  Saviour's  figure  is  not 
quite  equal  to  hers,-  but  has  great  exprefiion.     The 
copper  bucket,  which  Uie  has  juft  drawn  out  of 
[he  v/cll,  appears  wet,  and  chilled  with  the  cold- 
nefs  of  the  water.     The  whole  of  the  pi6lure  is 
IS  highly  finifhed  as  pofiible,    not  the  flighted  cir- 
:umj[lance  omitted  ;   even  the  cord  faftened  to  the 
bucket  is  as  natural  as  if  really  there.     It  is  a  fmall 
niclure,  the  joint  work  of  Livia  Fontana  and  Do-  Llvia 
jrninichino,  and  cannot  be  too  much  admirded.     A  a^^joo^,* 
St.   Jerome,    by    Carravagio.     A    young    Chrift  minichi- 
imong  the  doctors.     A  Relurreflion,  by  Vandyke,  ctrrava- 
A  holy   Family,    by  Corregio.     A  Nativity,   by  ^l"- 
Calvert,  Bominichini's   marter.     The  Difciples  at  Corre'i'jo! 
Emaus,  a  fine  piflure,  by   Tacopo   Baflfacio.     St.  Calverc. 

,  facopo 

3regorio, .  by    Guercino.     All   tliele   are  perfeft,  Hafiaim, 
?.nd  in  the  hi^hcft  confervation.     There  is  a  fine  Gticrcn'.o. 
:erras  at  the  top  of  the  building,  from  whence  you 
have  a  beautiful  view  of  all  Rome  and  the  country 
R  2  adjacent. 
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adjacent.  Amongft  the  many  conveniences  at-i 
tached  to  this  College,  I  had  almofl:  forgot  tQ 
mention  a  botanic  garden,  with  a  laboratory,! 
where  are  all  forts  of  chymical  utenfils,  the  finelt| 
drugs  (I  fuppofe)  in  the  world,  and  many  curious 
preparations  for  different  branches  of  phyfic.  In' 
the  garden  is  a  fountain  that  pleafed  me  much  by 
its  fimplicity.  Suppofe  a  moderately  large  arched 
nich  in  a  wall,  and  rocks  piled  up  within  thenich, 
fo  as  to  form  half  a  protuberant  or  convex  pyramid, 
Thefe  rocks  are  overgrown  with  various  molTes, 
pver  which  the  water  gently  ftreams,  and  falls  into 
the  bafon  below.  In  the  fpace  between  this  fmall 
pyramid  of  rocks  and  the  nich  has  grown  a  quan- 
tity of  maiden  hair,  which  hangs  down  to  a  great 
length,  and  makes  a  graceful  appearance.  We 
Church  of  then  adiourned  to  the  church  of  St,  hnazio^  which 

St    Icrna-  <b  ' 

2io.  "^  belongs  to  the  College.  The  riches  of  this  edifice 
are  immenfe.  A  profufion  of  the  finefl  marbles 
adorn  the  infide.  The  chapels  are  beautiful,  and 
the  cleanlinefs  and  neat  order  in  which  it  is  kept 
moft  ftriking.  Flere  are  fome  good  pidures,  but 
that  which  moft  caught  my  eye  was,  the  Portrait 
of  St.  IgnaziOy  done  by  a  brother  of  the  order.  It 
is  the  reprefentation  of  a  beautiful  young  man, 
with  an  innocence  and  fweetnefs  of  countenance 
that  charms  you.  It  might  very  well  pafs  for  a 
reprefentation  of  that  glorious  faint  St.  Stephen,  al 
the  moment  of  his  martyrdom,  when  he  faw  hea- 
ven open  to  him.     My  partiality  to  the  portrait  oJ 

St 
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St.  Ignazio  was  extremely  grateful  to  the  holy 
fathers,  who  conceived  an  excellent  opinion  of  my 
tajie  and  difcernment.y  and  made  me  many  compli- 
ments thereupon.  At  length  we  took  leave,  highly 
fatisfied  v/ith  the  obliging  deportment  and  hofpi- 
jtable  reception  we  had  met  with,  We  were  offered 
!all  kinds  of  excellent  refrcfhments,  and  the  pro- 
ic^Qx  of  botany  having  obierved  me  examining 
feme  drugs  I  faw  in  the  laboratory,  infifbed  upon 
my  accepting  fome  Venice  treacle,  and  fome  Ara- 
bian gums,  the  bell  I  ever  faw.  I  ventured  to  flip 
a  fequin  into  an  empty  crucible  which  was  near 
me,  in  hopes  the  lad  who  was  at  work  might  find 
ir,  but  was  perceived  by  one  of  the  fathers,  who 
returned  it  to  me  with  fome  refentment.  Nor 
would  they  fuffer  us  to  leave  any  perquifite  for  their 
fervants. 

I  do  not  wonder  this  fociety  is   fo  numerous. 

The  advantages  they  have  over  others  are  confpi- 

.cuous.     A  Jefuit  may   indulge  himfelf  in  every 

inclination.     If  he  loves  the  Belles  Lettres,   he  will 

find  an  ample  fociety  to  improve  and  inftruft  him 

in  that  purfuit.     If  his  difpofition  prompt  him  to 

a  rigorous  devotion  and  hard  ftudy,  he  may  pur- 

I  fue  it  without  interruption.     Does  his  talle  lead 

him  to  travelling  ?  No  people  travel  more.     It  is, 

no  doubt,  by  the  permifTion  of  the  general  of  the 

order,  or  by  his  commands  •,  but  he  is  furnifhed 

with  every  convenience  for  the  occafion,     If  he 

prefer  lazincfs  and  idlenefs,  the  pieafures  of  the 

R  3  tabk 
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table  and  fenfual  delights,  he  will  not  find  himfejf 
deftitute  of  companions  or  opportunity.  Has  he 
his  own  notions  of  religious  matters,  or  no  religion 
at  ail  ?  There  are  of  the  holy  brotherhood  who 
would  only  v.'onder  he  was  not  worfe,  and  bid 
him  be  thankful  that  a  creature  born  prone  to  all 
evil,  and  averfe  to  all  good,  fliould  be  capable  of 
the  flighteft  virtue,  in  any  rirfpeft.  But  I  mufti 
expatiate  no  longer  on  this  artfully  contrived  reli-i 
gious  fociety,  or  my  letter  would  never  finifh.  So 
adieu,  ^c, 

P.  S.  I  (ball  write  once  more  before  we  quit: 
Rome. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER      XLV. 


Rome,  Ma/  i^,  i~yi, 

^       rx^HIS  is  the  laft  letter  you  will  receive  from 
X     hence,  as  we  propofe  leaving  Rome  to-mor- 
row or  next  day,  and  pvirfuing  our  rouU  to  Loretco 
with  all  poffible  expedition. 

As  the  weather  is  extremely  hot,  I  think  it  will 
be  more  agreeable  to  you  to  make  your  ideal  ex- 
curfion  to  Frefcati,  Tivoli,  and  feme  of  the  villas, 
than  to  be  detained  by  a  view  of  the  Cloaca  Majfi-  Cloaca 

,  .   ,  rr-  ^    r  •  i     •  •         •      Maffima. 

ma^  m  which  we  paffcd  lome  tmie  admiring  its 
curious  conftrudion,  being  built  of  large  blocks 
of  ftone,  which  unite  fo  clofely,  tiiat  no  cement 
or  mortar  was  necelTary.  But,  as  !  fufpecl  you 
would  choofe  to  breathe  a  purer  air,  I  fhall  imme- 
diately conducfl  you,  firft  to  Cajiel  Gondolfoy  and  Caftel 
then  to  Albano,  where  we  lay  one  night.  Cajlel  ^^ 
Gondolfo  is  a  fmall  tov/n,  or  rather  a  village,  built 
on  the  borders  of  a  lake  called  Lago  Cajleilo^  from 
a  houfe  or  fort  of  caftle  where  tlie  Pope  generally 
pafles  the  autumnal  leaibn,  called  by  the  Italians 
la  Villagiatura^  anfwering  to  the  feafon  for  the 
Vandangcs  in  France,  v/hen  all  the  great  people 
are  at  their  villas  and  country-houfes.  There  is 
nothing  remarkable  in  Caftd  Gotidolfo  j  it  is  a 
R  4  plain, 
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plain,  ftrong-looking,  old-fafliioned  houfe.     The 
road  from  thence  to  Albano  lies  along  the  borders 
Lago        of  the  lake,    which  renders  it  delightful.      The 
profped  is  very  beautiful,  the  lake  being  fringed 
round    with    fine    trees,    and   the   grounds  lying 
wildly   fcattered    in   a    variety  of  fhapes.      The 
refledion  produced  by  the  different  tints  of  greens, 
^c.  with  the  fky,  forms  a  fantaftic  appearance  in 
the  lake,  which  is  about  feven  or  eight  miles  in 
circumference,  and  feems  a  great  round  mirror, 
fixed  in  a  prodigious  concave  frame.     Near  Caftel 
VillaBar-  Gondolfo,  in  the  gardens  of  the  Villa  Barbarini, 
Gardens.  ^^^  ^^^  Ruins  of  a  country  Palace  of  Domitian. 
Ruins.      YhQ  remains  are  confiderable,    though  detached 
from  each  other.     Here  are  to  be  feen  vaulted 
chambers ;   a  wall,  with  nitches  in  it,  fuppofed  to 
have  been  a  gallery  ;  an  arched  way,  about  fifteen 
yards  wide,  as  many  high,  and  above  two  hun- 
dred  and  fifty   long,  ftuccoed  in  compartmiCnts, 
exaflly  refembling  thofe  of  the  interior  part  of  the 
Arch  of  Septimius  Severus.     Some  of  the  gilding 
on  thefe  compartments  is  ftill  diftindly  vifible; 
therefore,  it  is  probable  this  place  was  never  in- 
tended for  a  refervoir  of  water,  which  the  Grande 
Virtuoji  here  afiert  it  to  have  been.     On  the  border 
of  the  Lake  D'Albano  or  Lago  Caflello  are  two 
Grottos    Grottos  (which  were   difcovered  by  the  famous 

Nyiii^h  Pi^^^nsfO  i  ^^^Y  ^^^  praftifed  in  the  mountain  on 
the  fide  of  the  Lake ;  one  is  of  a  regular  form, 
about  the  fize  of  ^  moderately  large  church,  in 

^  which 
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which  are  niches  apparently  defigned  for  flatues, 
and  two  or  three  fmall  chambers  detached.     The 
other  a  cavern  of  about  forty  yards  long,    and 
fifteen  wide ;    it  has  neither  nich  nor  other  orna- 
ment.    Thefe  Soutefrains  are  called  the  Grottos  of 
the  Nymphs,  and  probably  were  uied  as  baths ;  for 
there  are  remains  of  feats  to  repofe  upon,  and  the 
centre  of  the  grotto  is  hollowed  out  as  if  it  had  been 
a  receptacle  for  water.     The  Canal  which  proceeds  Canal, 
from  the  lake  is  of  great  antiquity.     It  is  a  fub- 
terranean  aquedu(5t:,  made  by  the  Romans  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  years  before  the  Chri- 
ftian  ^ra  -,    when  this  lake  having  fwelled  to  an 
amazing  height,  it  was  apprehended  that,  fhould 
it  overflow,  Rome  might  be  in  danger  from  the 
inundation ;     the   Delphic    oracle   was   hereupon 
confulted,  and  the  Pythian  god  replied,  that  the 
Romans  Ihould  pofTefs   the  town  of  Veia,  which 
they  were  then  befieging,  when  they  fhould  have 
found  a  vent  to  carry  off  the  fuperabundant  water 
of  the  lake,  and  not  before.     They  were  fliil  far- 
ther encouraged  in  this  undertaking  by  the  pro- 
phefies  of  a  foldier  to  the  like  effed.    They  begun 
the  work  and  completed  it  in  one  year,  penetrat- 
ing through  the  mountain,  and  forming  an  aque- 
du£t  of  three  miles  long,  near  four  feet  wide,  and 
between  nine  and  ten  in  height.     The  Vv'ork  was 
finilhed  with  fuch  folidity,  that  it  has  never  wanted 
repairing  fince,  and  flill  ferves  the  fame  purpofe 
as  it  then  did,  carrying  off  the  wafte  waters  that 

rife 
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rife  above  a  certain  level.  A  few  y^ars  pafty  a 
man  undercook  to  walk  through  this  aquedud. 
He  entered,  but  was  never  more  heard  of.  The 
water  pafies  freely  through  it,  and  fpreads  itfelf 
over  a  plain  0:1  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain 
whence  it  comes  out.  Piranefe,  in  his  Antichita 
d\ilbanOy  &c,  has  given  a  mod  curious  account 
of  this  work,  with  very  ingenious  conjeclures  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried  on,  ^e.  In 
this  famous  mountain  of  Albano  are  frequently 
found  marble  pillars,  cornices,  ^c.  of  beautiful 
fculpture.  It  is  alio  curious  to  obferve,  that  the 
foil  bears  the  mou:  evident  marks  of  former  vol- 
canos  and  irruptions,  like  thofe  of  mount  Vefu- 
vius,  it  being  incorporated  with  burnt  fubflances, 
fuch  as  black  talc,  a  fort  of  cinders,  and  fiiining 
vitrified  particles  like  that  mixed  with  the  lava; 
alfo  fcoria,  or  drofs  of  metallic  fubftanccs.  Juft 
before  we  entered  the  town  of  Albano,  we  law 
the  ruins  of  a  Maufoleum,  which  the  people  here 
call  the  Tomb  of  Alcanius,  the  fon  of  iEneas. 
Near  the  other  entrance  of  Albano  is  a  great  Mau- 
foleum. This  ftru6lure  is  of  a  coarfe  and  rude 
archite(5lure.  Five  round  broken  pyramids  fpring 
from  a  large  fquare  bafe  -,  it  is  here  called  the 
Mcna-  Monument  of  the  Horatii  and  Curatii-,  but  the 
ment  of    learned  antiquarians    differ   much   in    this  point, 

the  Hora-  ,     ,.      .        .  ,  ^    ti 

tii  and      lome  believing  it  to  be  a  monument  or  rompey 
Curatu.    j-j^g  Great.     To  you  I  may  venture  to  add  my 
opinion,  and  own  I  fhould  think  it  of  earlier  anti- 
quity. 
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quity.     One  of  our  poftiilions  inquiring  the  road 
to  this  Ruin,  of  a  gardener   upon    the  road,  re- 
ceived for  anfwer,  that  the  Antica  Roha  Ingkfs  he 
afked  for,  was  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town. 
This  idea  of  its  being  an  Englifh  antiqmty  niuft: 
have  arifen  from  the  numbers  of  Englifh  who  in- 
quire for  and  vifit   it.     The  town  of  Albano  is  a  Aibano, 
fmall  inconfiderable  place,  yet  contains  fome  pretty 
clean-looking  modern-built  houfes,  where  people 
lodge  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  when  the  heats  of 
fummer  become  incommodious    at  Rome.      We 
lay  at  a  little  Albergo  or  inn,  were  pretty  well 
lodged  and  ferved,    and   returned   to   Rome  the 
next  morning.     Cur  excurfion  to  Tivoli  took  us  TivolL 
up  the  greater  part  of  a  day,  though  we  fet  out 
between   three  and  four  in   the   morning,  as  we 
flopped  frequently   upon  our  road  thither,    and 
faw  the  cafcades,  ^c.  quite  at  our  leifure.     From 
Rome  to  Tivoli  is  fixteen  miles.     The  road  very 
good.     We  croffed  the  river  Teverone,    or  the 
antique  Anio,  twice.    It  would  confume  too  much  Antique 
of  my  time,    fhould    I    particularife  the  antique     "*^* 
bridges  which  ftill  remain   upon   this  river.     At 
about  fourteen  miles  from  Rome,  we  came  to  the 
Jq^ua  Zolfa.     It  is  a  kind  of  canal,  about  five  or  Aq«a 
fix  feet  wide,  and  as  many  deep.     Its  water  of  a  '°  ** 
deep  blue  colour,  flinks   horribly  of  fulphur  and 
rotten  eggs,    and  is  of  fo  penetrating  a  quality 
as  to  have  undermined  a  great  part  of  the  plain 
through  which  it  runs.     This  Canal  was  cut  by  a 

cardinal 
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Lake. 


Floating 
Iflands. 


cardinal  of  Efte,  and  takes  Its  fource  from  the  Sol- 
fatcra^  a  fmall  lake  above,  a  mile  out  of  the  road, 
of  a  very  muddy  yellowifli  caft,  and  ftinks  as 
much  as  the  canal.  This  is  covered  with  little 
floating  iilands,  or  rather  large  tufts  of  grafs  and 
rulhes  growing  in  a  foil  from  one  to  about  three 
feet  thick.  Some  are  as  large  as  a  moderate-fized 
ferry-boat,  others  not  larger  than  a  card-table. 
You  may  pull  thefe  latter  towards  the  (hore,  and 
the  children  of  fomc:  of  the  poor  people  v/ho  live 
near  the  lake  jump  on  them,  and  fail  about  by 
the  help  of  a  (lick,  with  which  they  paddle.  Se- 
veral kinds  of  weeds  grow  on  thefe  iilands,  and 
flourifh  along  with  the  grafs,  which  is  remarkably 
green,  though  the  water  of  the  lake  is  fo  impreg- 
nated with  fulphur,  that  one  would  think  no  plant 
could  vegetate  in  its  vapour.  On  throwing  peb- 
bles in,  the  water  boils  up  and  bubbles  ftrongly 
for  fome  time  after,  nor  do  they  fmk  as  foon  as  in 
common  water.  The  poor  people  v/ho  live  near 
this  lake  told  us  it  was  unfathomable  toward  the 
middle-,  but  we  had  no  time  to  make  the  experi- 
ment ourfelves,  nor  were  we  properly  provided 

Incrufta-  for  the  purpofe.  This  water  forms  incruftations, 
which  at  length  become  flone,  and  retain  a  llrong 
fulphureous  fmell.      Ail  about  this  country  are 

Houfe  of  remains  of  antique  country-houfes.  Among 
others,  that  of  Regulus,  which  had  magnificent 
porticos  (as  mentioned  by  Pliny).  Near  the 
Ponte  hucano  are  the  remains  of  the  Tomb  of  the 

family 


Retrulus. 


Ponte 
Lucano. 
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family  of  Plautius,  which  had  fome  little  refem- Tomb  of 

^  .     the  Piaii- 

blance  to  that  of  Cafo  di  Bcve.     At  prefent  it  ^j^g^ 
makes  no  other  appearance  than  that  of  a  round 
tower.     Near  it  are   the   fiiafts  of  fix  columns. 
Two  infcriptions  Hill  remain  on  ilabs  of  marble, 
one  of  which  is  very  legible  j  it  runs  thus  : 

'   M-  Plciuthis  m.  f.  an.  Silva7ius  cof.  vi  i.  I'/r.  Epu-  Infcrlp- 
lon.  huic  Senaius  triumphalia  ornamenta  decrevit  oh 
res  in  lUyrico  bene  gefias.  Lartia  gn.  f.  uxor  A,  Plau- 
tius  M.  F,  Virgulanius.  vixit  an.  IX. 

Having  pafTed  Ponte  Lucano, ,  we  turned  off  to 
the  right,  in  order  to  vifit  the  Pi.uins  of  Adrian's  Ruin. 
Villa,  which  is  two  miles  from  that  bridge,  and  ^ji\\^^ 
the  fame  diftance  from  Tivoli.  Thefe  Remains 
cover  a  large  piece  of  ground.  Several  country- 
houfes  have  been  built  upon  them,  and  the  greater 
number  of  the  fined  antiques  in  the  Roman  col- 
le(5tions  have  been  found  here.  Various  authors 
agree,  that  this  Villa  was  in  length  three  miles, 
and  in  breadth  a  fifth  of  that  fpace.  Two  theatres, 
of  femicircular  plans,  terminate  thefe  Ruins.  An 
exterior  portico  belonging  to  one  of  them,  with 
chambers  for  the  adlors,  ftill  remains ;  with  fix 
ftair-cafes,  to  afcend  to  different  parts  of  the 
theatre.  One  of  the  fide-entrances  to  the  pro- 
fcenium  and  the  orcheflra  are  yet  difcernible. 

Ranging  along  a  terras  are  a  great  number  of 
roomsj  which  let  into  each  other.     They  are  all 

vaulted, 
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vaulted,   and  of  ftrong  archkeflure.     Thefe  are 
called  the  Cento   Camerelii,    and   are  faid  to  have 
been  the  lodging-rooms  of  the   Praetorian  guards. 
AUo  edifices  lor  baths  (Tome  fupplied  by  the  /inio, 
others   by  the   Jq-ua  Martia),    and   a   variety   of 
buildings,    with    varlons-fized    apartments,   fome 
very  fmall,  others  large  and  well  proportioned;  in 
many  of  which  are  ftill  difcernible  the  ornaments 
of  the  cielings  in  ftucco,  and  painted  in  arabefque. 
Amongft  many   other   ruined   ftruclures,    one  is 
very  remarkable :    it  is  called  Campus^  and  forms 
a  great  bafon,    fuppofed  to  have  been  ufed  for 
Naumachias.     The  front  of  this  edifice  is  falleng 
and  a  temple  belonging   to  it   (that   is,    in  any 
degree  perfetl)  only  remains.     It  was  dedicated 
to   Neptune,  who  was  worlhipped   by  the  Egyp- 
tians under  the   name  of  Canopus,     There  have 
been   feveral    fine    antique  (latues  found  in    this 
place.      A  Sea    Horfe,    ccnfecrated   to   Canopus. 
An  Ifts^  Ofiris^  Ibis^  with  hieroglyphic  infcriptions. 
Here  are  alfo  the  remains  of  a  beautiful  grotto, 
c-onfifting  of  feveral  apartments,  ornamented  with 
niches  for  cafcades  of  water,  with  contrivances  to 
Itx  in  the  light  to  great  advantage.     The  cielings 
o-f  thefe  grottos  are  painted  in  compartments  of 
various   colours.      On   part  of  thefe   gardens   is 
buik  a  religious  houfe  for  the  Jefuics ;    they  are 
faid  to  have  been  laid  out  formerly  in  the  molt 
beautiful  reprcfentation  of  the  Elyfian  fields,  con- 
tolled  with  t!ie  regions  cf  Pluto  j    even  the  rivers 
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hethe^  Cocytus^  and  Flegeton  were  introduced,  and 
the  mod  exquifite  efforts  of  art  contributed  to 
heighten  the  delufion.  Here  ilill  remains  veftiges 
of  colonades,  temples,  aqueduds,  ^c. ;  and  in 
another  part  are  porticos,  fupported  with  marble 
columns  of  great  beauty.  Much  more  may  be 
faid  of  this  Villa,  even  in  its  prefent  ruined  itate; 
but  what  it  has  been,  is  dill  to  be  gathered  from 
a  variety  of  ancient  authors.  SuiEce  it  to  fay, 
that  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  arts  and  fciences 
were  exhaufted  in  its  improvement,  with  all  the 
refinements  luxury  could  invent,  nVi6fj  and  defpotic 
■poiver  bellow,  upon  a  fpot  kind  and  beautiful  by 
Nature.  A  wet  and  marffiy  piece  of  ground, 
which  was  partly  under  water,  and  had  been  an 
immenfc  bafon  in  the  front  of  this  Villa,  is  rented 
by  a  Mr.  Hamilton,  a  very  ingenious  Englifh 
artift,  v/ho  keeps  a  great  number  of  men  at  work 
upon  it,  and  has  fucceeded  fo  far  as  he  has  gone, 
in  draining  it,  with  great  expence  and  labour. 
He  very  fenfibly  fixed  on  this  fpot,  concluding 
^hat  many  valuable  antiques  might  have  been 
|:hrown  into  the  water,  to  preferve  them  from  the 
barbarous  fury  of  thofe  who  demoliflied  this  fuperb 
edifice.  He  has  already  found  a  great  number 
of  curious  articles,  which  will,  I  believe,  by  their 
fale,  yield  him  an  ample  indemnification.  The 
work  is  continued  with  vigour,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
}3ut  that  in  time  you  will  fee  in  England  very  fine 
iporfcls  of  antique  fculpture,  refcued  from  oblj- 
..yion  by  this  induflrigus  ^rtiil. 

In 
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Villa  of  In 'continuing  our  rout  to  Tivoli,  we  pafTed  by 
^^^'''-  the  fpot  where  once  flood  the  Villa  of  Caffius,  and 
where  the  conlpirators  met.  Tivoli  is  fituated  on 
a  hill ;  the  town  itlelf  is  a  wretched  place,  and 
made  more  difagreeable  by  a  number  of  forges : 
it  was  founded  fifteen  hundred  years  before  the 
ChriPiian  sra ;  was  famous  for  its  oracle,  as  men- 
tioned in  Virgil,  and  for  the  Hilubrity  of  Its  air. 
Horace,  Cicero,  and  many  other  claffic  authors 
have  celebrated  it  highly.  The  former  had,  un- 
qiieftionably,  a  houfe  there,  or  in  its  neighbour- 
hood :  at  prefent  it  is  an  epifcopal  town.  The 
cathedral  is  built  upon  the  Ruins  of  the  Temple 
of  Hercules  •,  but  the  moft  remarkable  antiquity 
Temple    here  is  the  Temple  of  the  Sybil:    the  beautiful 

of  the  . 

Sybil.  architecture  and  fine  proportions  of  this  fmall 
edifice  fiirike  you  at  the  firll  view :  its  form  is 
moft  elegant,  its  fcuipture  perfedl  and  peculiarly 
graceful.  The  lines  fo  infilled  upon  by  Hogarth 
in  his  Analyfis  of  Beauty,  are  to  be  traced  in  all 
the  ornaments  of  this  building.  Its  fituation  is  on 
the  brow  of  a  hill  j  on  one  fide  appears  the  town, 
and  in  front  the  great  cafcade.  This  Temple  has 
been  fo  accurately  defcribed  with  the  plan,  mea- 
furements,  (j'c.  by  various  architects,  and  parti- 
cularly by  Palladio,  Vitruvius,  and  others,  that  I 
am  furprifed  it  has  not  been  copied  in  fome  of  the 
fine  gardens  of  England,  where  there  might  eafily 
be  found  fituations  proper  for  fuch  an  ornamental 
building.  The  Englifli  unqueftionably  furpafs  all 
the  nations  of  the  world  in  their  gardens.     That 

free 


Tree  people  tak&  the  beauties  of  Nature  captive  % 
they  then  prefent  Art  to  her  acquaintance,  who 
flatters,    adorns,    and    drefTes    her,    till,     forget- 
ting fhe   is   imprifoned  within  the  limits  of  con- 
cealed walls    or    invifible   ha-ha's^    flie  willingly 
confents  to  dilplay  her  native  charms  in  all  their 
l-uftre,  and  fubmits  to  the  rules  Art  has  enjoined 
her,  in  purfuit  of  elegance^  utility^  convenience,  and 
liberal  neatnefs.     But   I   muft   not  let  the  gardens 
of  England  confume  my  time;    Italian  only  fliall 
^t  prefent  engrofs  my  thoughts,  as  I  am  foon  to 
Gondudl  you  to  the  Villas  near  Rome.     At  pre-^ 
fent  we  are  at  the  great  Cafcade  of  Tivoli ;    it  is  Cafcade 
formed  by  the  Teverone  or  antique  Anio.     This  ^     ^^°  '• 
river  followino;  its  natural  courfe  till  it  comes  near 
and  above  Tivoli,  is  there  confined  within  a  nar- 
row valley,    between   two  mountains,  and  preci- 
pitates itfclf  down  a  high  and  pointed  rock,  which 
oppoles    its   palTage,    into   another   deep    valley. 
The  dafhing  of  this  torrent  is  re-ecchoed    back 
from  the  inmoil  receffes  of  the  fhades  of  Tivoli, 
and  the  fpray  of  the  water  fo  fills   the  air,  as  to 
produce  a  very  broad  and  beautiful  rainbow,  com- 
pofed  of  a  greater  variety  and  of  more  glowing  tints 
than  that  of  the  Heavens.     The  Co.fcatclla,  which 
I  think  a  much  finer  cataraft,  is  a  little  v/ay  out 
of  t^he  town.     This  is  compofed  of  one  great  fheet 
and  three  lefTer  falls,  which  at  length  all   unite. 
•In  their  defcent  they  tumble  down  amongft  rocks, 
and,  by  the  force  of  their  fall   and  the  refiftance 
Vol.  II.  S  they 
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they  meet,  arc  thrown  up  with  fuch  violence  as  to 
form  new  cafcades.  Amongfl  the  rocks  grow 
trees  in  the  mod  fantaftic  Ihapes.  The  fpray 
caufcs  rainbows  as  in  the  great  cafcade,  and  the 
whole  landlcape  forms  the  mod  romantic  and 
pifturefque  view  imaginable.  The  rude  brawl- 
ings  of  the  water,  dafhing  from  rock  to  rock,  is 
finely  contrafled  by  the  flillnefs  that  reigns  in  the 
adjacent  paftures,  covered  with  fheep,  feeding  and 
repofing  in  the  utmoft  tranquillity. 

Here  are  remains  of  the  houfe  of  Maecenas,  at 
lead  they  arelhewn  for  fuch.  They  chiefly  confifl 
of  ruined  arcades  and  detached  morfels,  but  it  is 
very  doubtful  whether  thefe  were  not  rather  ruins 
of  baths,  that  might  poiTibly  have  belonged  to 
Msecenas's  villa.  Returning  to  Tivoli  by  a  deep 
hill  (another  way)  we  had  a  fine  view  :  the  dome 
of  St.  Peter's  is  quite  vifible;  the  country  which 
forms  the  nearer  profped  prefents  the  mod  agree- 
able variety  of  ground  :  Tivoli  lofes  its  defecfls  by 
the  didance,  though  it  is  but  fnort,  and  forms  a 
mod  beautiful  amphitheatre ;  the  Temple  of  the 
Sybil  appears  much  larger,  and  feem.s  to  over- 
look the  whole  view ;  the  fky  behind  it  is  ex- 
tremely advantageous,  and  there  is  fomething  fo 
lively  and  agreeable  in  the  difpofirion  and  afiem- 
blage  of  all  the  objedls,  as  mud  enliven  the  dulled 
imagination.  The  Cafcades  of  Tivoli  have  a  par- 
ticular eff'ed  on  the  morfels  of  broken  rock  upon 
which  they  fail,  grinding,  and  as  it  were,  poiilli- 
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Ing  them  in  fiich  a  manner  as  to  give  them  exaflly 
the  appearance  of  the  fined  and  v/hitefl:  fugar- 
plums  of  various  fhapes,  but  particularly  thofe 
of  almonds  and  barbernes,  and  are  fo  correcdy 
fafhioned,  that  they  would  deceive  the  niceft  eye. 
Thefe  little  ftones  are  to  be  had  of  the  cottagers 
whofe  habitations  are  near  the  cafcades,  and  who 
difpofe  of  them  to  travellers  as  a  natural  cu- 
riofity. 

The  Villa  Eftenfe  is  built  on  one  of  the  heights  villa  Ef- 
of  Tivoli ;  it  was  a  very  fine  thing  in  its  day.  The  ^^"'^* 
cardinal  d'Efte,  fon  of  Alphonfo  Duke  of  Ferrara^ 
and  Lucretia  Borgia,  built  it  in  the  year  1544. 
The  ground  is  laid  out  in  hanging  gardens  and 
terraffes,  fountains,   bafons,  parterres,  labyrinths, 
^c. ;    it  is  decorated  with  ftatues,   and  appears 
altogether  pretty  enough  in  a  very  old-fafhioned 
way.     At  the  top  of  a  cafcade  is  a  grotto  •,  it  for- 
merly contained  a  water-organ,  which  is  at  prefent 
out  of    repair.     There    are    fome   pretty    water- 
works   in  the   gardens  j     one   fet,     in    particular, 
which  play  from   the  beaks  of  eagles,    and   are 
placed  fo  as  to  form  the  coats  of  arms  of  the  houle 
of  Efte.    I  believe  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  in  the 
road  to  Tivoli  a  confiderable  part  of  the  plain  is 
covered  v/iih  incruftations,  produced  by  the  qua- 
lity of  the  water  or  river  j  they  are,  when  newly 
formed,  extremely  brittle,  but,  after  fome  time, 
grov/  hard  ;    they   take  the  forms  of   herbs  and 
blades    of   grafs,    or    whatever    o:her    fubftance 
S  2  the 
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the   inundations  of  the  river   have  flowed    over, 
and  would    be  extremely  ornamental  in   grotto- 
work. 
Villa  AI-      Having,  I  think,  been  fuiHciently  particular  in 
bam,        regard  to  Tivoli   and  its   environs,   I   fliall  now 
proceed  to  the  Villas  near  Rome.     That  of  cardi- 
nal  Albani  is  the  moll  efteemed :    it  is  rather  a 
Imall  palace  than    a  villa,  but   the  Italians  give 
this   modeft  name  to  all  the  fine  buildings  in  the 
environs  of  their  capital   cities.     The  portico  of 
this  elegant  edifice  is  fupporced   by  columns  of 
Egyptian   granite,  and  ornamented   with  antique 
llatues  of  the  emperors,  and   feme  very  curious 
hajfo   relievoSy    which    ferve    them    for   pedeftals. 
Amongft  the  ftatues   of  the  emperors,  the  moll 
remarkable  is  that  of  Domitian,  being  the  only 
one  of  him  that  has  as  yet  been  found  quite  entire. 
Here  are  two  beautiful  vafes  of  alabajiro  fiorito ; 
they     meaiure     above     feven     i^tx.    in    diameter. 
1  hrough  the   veftibulc,  which  is   alfo  filled  with 
Chapel,     antique  marbles,  you  enter  the  Chapel,  where  is  a 
profufion   of  precious   marbles   and  ornaments  of 
gold.     The  altar  is  a  farcophagus  of  red  granite, 
which  contains   the  body  of  a  faint  and  martyr. 
The  wings  or  fide-colonades  are  formed  by  pillars 
of  granite,  between  which  are  placed,  on  one  fide, 
the  buftos  of  the   moll   celebrated,  conquerors  in 
antiquity,  and  on  the  other  fide  the  moll  famous 
philofophers,  orators,  and  poets.     Amongfl:  many 
other  very  curious  antiques,  an  Etrufcan  altar,  in 
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particular,  here  claims  our  attention :  it  is  fqiiare, 
and  is  fculpred  in  bajfo  relievo  on  three  of  its  fides; 
thefe  reprefent  Mercury  conducing  a  Nymph, 
preceded  by  Bacchus ;  the  fecond  fide  Ceres, 
Neptune,  and  Juno :  on  the  third  appears  a  Di- 
'iinity,  holding  a  bird  on  the  top  of  a  ftaff,  and 
two  Nymphs,  who  follow  each  other,  bearing 
llaffs ;  the  hinder  holds  her  that  precedes  by  pare 
of  her  drapery.  Thefe  figures  are  corredt  in  their 
defign,  and  perfectly  graceful. 

Here  are  alfo  two  beautiful  Urns  of  a  very 
large  fize,  of  yellow  tranfparent  dinuo^uQ  Alabajlro  : 
they  were  found  in  a  vineyard  belonging  to  the 
Marchefe  Paliotti,  who  prefented  them  to  his 
Eminence  the  prcfent  Cardinal  Albani.  The  Sala, 
Qr  principal  Stanza  above  flairs,  contains  two 
beautiful  columns  of  Giallo  Anlico.  In  the  gallery 
is  a  fine  colledlion  of  rare  antiques,  columns, 
niofaicks,  haJ[o  relievos^  &c.  Two  ftatues  are 
particularly  admired  ;  one  a  Pallas,  the  other  an 
Ino  with  the  infant  Bacchus  in  her  arms.  Here  is 
a  very  fine  portrait  of  Jntinous  in  bajjo  relievo^ 
efteemed  by  the  Virtucfi  at  Rome,  a  moit  rare  and 
curious  morfel. — All  the  apartments  are  elegantly 
decorated  with  antique  bronzes,  vafes,  fine  pieces 
of  mofaic  formed  of  real  marbles,  and  opaque 
gems  inftead  of  compofition  •,  very  large  looking- 
glafles,  gilding,  old  japan,  l^c.  The  cielings  are 
painted  •,  one  in  particular  reprefents  Apollo  and 
the  Mufes :  thefe  perfonages  are  all  of  them  por- 
S  3  traits. 
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traits.  **»****«***» 
What  charmed  me  much  in  this  villa,  is  the  ele- 
gant order  in  which  all  is  kept,  joined  to  the 
moil  exquifue  and  univerfal  cleanlinefs.  The 
gardens  are  large  for  Italy,  and  laid  out  in  the 
old  tafte  of  parterres,  terraffes,  and  formal  walks. 
Some  very  curious  antique  ftatucs,  fountains,  and 
bafons,  contribute  not  a  little  to  their  decorations. 
The  Egyptian  ftatues  are  more  curious  than  beau- 
tiful :  one  is  of  Theban  aiabafler,  the  others 
bafalte.  In  the  middle  of  a  large  parterre  you  fee 
an  antique  fountain  and  bafon  of  granite,  fup- 
ported  by  four  old  crouching  fawns,  of  good 
workmanfhip,  in  the  Etrufcan  llyle.  Here  are 
^ircades  and  arbours  formed  of  trees  planted  regu- 
larly, and  a  building  called  the  Temple  of  Jupi- 
ter ;  confiding  of  a  vaulted  room  fupported  by 
two  large  columns,  one  of  which  is  of  an  entire 
piece  of  alahafivG  fiorito. 
Vilh  AI-  The  Villa  Aldrobrandini  is  near  that  of  Albani: 
this  is  \vor:h  feeing  only  on  account  of  certain 
antique  fragments,  and  a  famous  painting  in 
frefco^  found  in  the  baths  of  Titus,  which  repre- 
fents  a  wedding-,  fome  of  the  female  attendants 
are  graceful ;  the  briucgroom  Teems  not  very  far 
from  his  grand  climacterick,  the  bride  is  young 
and  looks  forrcwfiiL  Altogether,  the  perfonages 
reprefented  might  well  pals  for  affiftants  at  a  fune- 
ral fead,  fo  little  appearance  is  there  of  mirth 
or  gaiety.     The  colours  have  fuffcred  much  by 

the 


drobran 
dini. 


[     2^3     ] 

the  under-ground  damps,  and  the  tints  are  urd- 
verfally  inclined  to  a  brick- colour  caft. 

The   Villa    Pamfili,    or   Belrefpiro^     a    country  Villa  _ 
Palace   belonging  to   Prince  Doria,    (lands   in  a  ggirefpi. 
park   and   garder.s  about  fix  miles  round  :     thefe  ro. 
gardens  are  fuppofed  to  occupy  the  fame  fpot  with 
thofe  of  the    Emperor  G..lba,    on   the    Aurelian 
way.     The  archite6luie  of  rhis  villj  has  been  much 
criticifed  •,    however,  its   appearance  at  firfl  fight 
pleafes   the   eye.     A  kind  of  fquare  tower  rifing 
from  the  middle  of  ihe  building,  agreeably  breaks 
the  too  great  length   and  formality  occafioned  by 
the  linear  uniformity  of  the  elevation.     Here  arc 
fome  good  antique  marbles  and  Ibme  pidlures  wor- 
thy  of  notice. — !n  one  of   the   rooms  is   a  fine 
antique  ftarue  of  a  Veftal ;  there  is  great  dignity 
and  exprefiion  in  hrr  face  and  figure  •,  the  drapery 
is  elegant,  and  the  plaits  eafy  and  natural.     In 
another  room   is  a  Claudius  in  woman's  clothes ; 
his  exprefiion   of  countenance  is  admirable.      In 
one  of  the   lower  rooms  are  the  portraits  of  two 
remarkable  perfons,    Pamfilio  Pamfili,   brother  to 
Pope  Innocent  the  Tenth,  and  his  wife  Clympia 
Maidalchini,  who  is  faid  to  have  had   the  power 
of  a  queen  in  Rome,  during  the  pontificate  of  her 
broth. r-in  law,    with  whom   fhe  was  believed  to 
have   been   too    intimate:    this  pontiff  flourifiied 
about   the  middle    of  the  laft  century.      Above 
flairs,  is  a  Venus  and  flecping  Cupid   painted  on 
wood,    by    T'iztano ;    a    Cupid   ^nd   Ffyche,    by 
S  4  Guido. 
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Guido. — In  the  tower  before- mentioned  at  the  top 
of  the  houfe,  is  a  round  room,  which  contains 
feveral  curious  articles,  pretty  morfels  of  fculp- 
ture  in  coral  and  amber,  gold  and  cryftal  dilhes  j 
curioufly  wrought;  a  whole  fervice  in  gold  fct 
with  turquoifes,  and  one  beautiful  fruit-difh  of 
the  fame  metal  pierced  and  richly  ornamented 
with  turquoifes  •,  alfo  a  great  number  of  cups, 
faucers,  bowls,  vafes,  cruets,  and  ewers,  of  Ter- 
pentine {lone. — Antique  vafes,  and  a  few  Etruf- 
can. — A  great  colleftion  of  very  fine  old  China, 
and  various  articles  of  Natural  Hiftory.  In  other 
apartments  are  fome  fine  verd  antique  columns, 
v/ith  a  ftatue  of  an  hermaphrodite  miuch  admired 
by  the  virtuofi :  groups  of  children  by  Alguardi 
extremely  well  fculpted. 

The  garden  is  laid  out  in  very  bad  tafte-,  the 
parterres  contain  no  fiowers,  nor  were  they  in- 
tended for  that  purpofe :  they  defcribe  a  forma} 
and  very  ugly  pattern,  filled  up  with  coloured 
plafter,  and  edged  with  ragged  box  firtiggling  in 
I'ain  to  grow.  The  walks  are  flraight,  fenced  in 
on  each  fide  by  ever-green  hedges  clipped  to  the 
quick ;  alfo  a  labyrinth  not  very  unlike  in  ap- 
pearance to  ibme  of  Euclid's  problems :  lines  in- 
terfering each  other,  and  forming  various  fharp 
angles.  Here  are  alfo  terraffes  furmounted  with 
baluftrades,  a  femicircular  court  ornamented  with 
fret- work,  and  fome  indiiTerent  ilatues  and  buftos. 
However,  in  the  middle  of  this  court  is  a  recefs, 
*  and 


and  a  very  fine  water-organ  concealed  behind  the 
llatue  of  a  fawn,  i^c.  This  recels  is  an  agreeable 
-etreat  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  for  when  the 
organ  plays,  a  very  fine  breeze  proceeds  from  it: 
ihe  water  alone  occafions  the  v.-ind,  and  at  the 
ame  time  turns  a  wheel  fhaped  like  a  cylinder. 
[n  fnort  I  can  explain  this  no  better  to  you  than  by 
I.  .ayins:,  there  is  a  wheel  zvithiit  a  zvheel.     To  one  of 

■  :hefe  belong  keys  or  hammers,  which  the  v/ater 

■  :aufes  to  rife  and  fail ;  the  efreft  of  this  piece  of 
lihiachinery   is  really  delightful;    the  organ  plays 

everal  airs  in  exceeding  good  time;  birds  finp-  as 
,    fin  great  numbers,  accompanied  by  falls  of  wa- 
;  l;er:    at  the  end   of  each  ftrain,  the  birds  repeat 
:  !he  two  or   three  clofing  bars,  which   are  finely 
■eturned  to  you  again  by  an  echo,  and  the  found 
:    )f  diilant  falls  of  water  gradually  dying  away,  con- 
dudes  the  mufic. — They  told  us  the  machine  was 
;   lot  fubjedl  to  be  out  of  order,  nor  could  I  difcover 
!    hat  the  expence  attending  the  making  fuch  an 
)rgan,  exceeded  one  hundred  pounds  fteriing. 

The  Park  contains  a  few  deer ;  but  do  not  ima- 
gine   it    laid    out  and    planted    like   an    Englifh 
oark. 
.   .   The  Villa  Barberini  is  built  in  the  fame  place  VillaBat> 

vhere  IvTero  had   a  houfe,  from  whence  he  could  °'^""^* 
,    ee  the  fporcs  in  the  Circus  Cains  ;  and   where  he 
epaired  to  glut  himfclf  v>ath  the  fpeiftacie  of  the 
ruel  deaths  he  gave  the  Chriftian  martyrs  in  that 
)lace.     This  villa  is  extremely  habitable  and  agree- 
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able ;  the  gardens,  though  not  as  well  laid  out  as 

they   might  be,    are  neverthelefs   in    a   good  old 

falhioned   ftile :    the  trees  are  fine,   and  not  much 

tortured ;    the   walks  well  kept,    and  there  is  a 

great  abundance  of  flowers. — In  the  garden  is  a 

houfe,    here   called    an   iinglifh    Coftce-houle,    to 

which  however  it  bears  not  the  moft  diitant  re- 

femblaFiCe.     It   is  an  elegant,  well  built  compad 

houfe,  on  one  of  the  prettieft  plans  I  ever  faw; 

fuch  a  one  would  be  efteemed  a  beautiful  villa  neai 

London.     The  curious  contrivance   of  the   ftairijj 

cafe  is  worthy  the  aiteniion  of  good  archite6ts,  and 

I  afii  foi  ry  we  did  not  procure  the  plan  anJ  exafi 

dimenfions  of  this  Englilh  Coffce-houfe.     There 

are  exceeding  good  rooms  in  it,  the  proportions  0; 

which  have  hit  moft  luckily.     In  the  gardens  an 

fome  very  pretty  perfpedlive  views,  well  painte^ 

which  terminate  the  walks,  and   produce  an  e:^ 

ceeding  good  effect :    alfo  feveral  fountains    wit 

very   fine    bafons   of  earthen   ware,    painted   h 

RafFaello  •,     large   vales    of    alabafter,     and   fom 

veftiges  of  antique  baths.     To  this  villa  the  duk 

and  dutchefs  oi  Mcntelihretti  often  repair  and  pal 

their  evenings :   there  is  a  very  good  billiard  root! 

where  they,   and   a  fmall  party  of  their  friend 

amufe  thcmfclves  part  of  the  evening,  in  walkin 

in  the  gardens.     In  the  Englifh  Coltee  houfe  the 

T    tr  ,„«   are  ferved  with  all  forts  of  rerrefl^iments.     La  Fa 

fina.         nefina,  a  beautiful  country  palace,  fituated  on  tl 

banks  of  the  Tiber,  is  a  large  edifice,  compofe 
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three  parts;  that  which  forms  the  centre  is  the 
'oft  confiderable,  the  others  confift  of  two  pavil- 
ions :  thi  front  of  the  centrical  building  is  orna- 
inented  with  the  two  orders,  Doric  and  Ionic,  well 
Vxecuted.  An  arcade  below  condii(5ls  to  a  Sala, 
iecorated  by  the  paintings  of  Raffaello  and  his  RafFaello. 
Dupils :  they  reprefent  the  Council  of  the  Gods : 
..he  marriage  of  Cupid  and  Pfyche;  groupes  of 
ngures  occupy  large  angles  between  the  windows, 
ind  various  ornaments  of  feftoons  of  fruits, 
lowers,  Cupids,  ^c.  with  curtains  drawn  up  in 
large  folds  well  exprefied  ;  all  thefe  are  painted  on 
:he  wall,  and  are  extremely  fine,  though  they  have 
fuffered  much  by  the  air  at  the  time  the  arcades 
were  open  -,  vv'hich  are  now  glazed,  though  too 
late.  They  have  alfo  received  much  injury  from 
being  retouched  by  Carlo  Maratti,  who  heighrened 

fome  of  the   back   grounds  with  a  kind  of  blue 

',1  ^ 

Colouring,  Vv'hich  has  taken  from  the  figures  their 
proper  keeping.  The  wiles  and  pranks  of  a  great 
number  of  little  Cupids  are  here  delineated,  in  a 
very  ingenious  allegorical  feries,  with  various  re- 
prefentarions  of  the  loves  of  Cupid  and  Pfyche; 
that  divifion,  which  reprefents  him  fhewing  her 
to  the  Graces,  for  their  approbation,  is  extremely 
pretty  :  the  gods  and  goddelfes  are  finely  done, 
their  attitudes  noble  and  charafteriilic ;  and  the 
wedding  banquet  particularly  well  ordered  and 
^grouped.  I  mud  not  venture  into  a  detail  of  the 
yaricus  reprefentations  on  the  cielings  and  vvalls  of 
,  8  the 
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the  other  apartments  decorated  by  this  great 
mailer,  though  they  have  all  very  great  merit. — 
Here  are  alfo  icm.e  antique  ftatues  cxtremiely  6ne, 
Amongft  the  befl:  is  the  celebrated  Venus,  called 
by  the  Italians  Venere  Callipghe\  the  head  ancj, 
hands  are  modern.  Two  crouching  Venufes.  A 
ColofTul  Head  of  Cxfar,  and  Tome  other  antiques 
vnia  that  are  very  good.  The  Villa  Mattel^  formerly 
iV-attei.  ^  ^j^g  houlc  with  gardens,  is  now  much  negleclecl'! 
and  out  of  repair :  it  is  fituated  upon  Monte  Celio\ 
nnd  here  you  find  fonie  very  curious  remains  of 
antiqui:y.  A  long  grals  v;alk  in  the  garden 
pleafed  me  much,  on  account  of  feveral  anti 
cenmrarias  (Anali  tombs  containing  the  afhesof  the' 
dead)  ranged  along  the  fides.  What  a  fine  even- 
ing's walk  v/ould  not  this  have  been  for  our  famous 
Doftor  Young  ?  V/hat  a  fcene  for  his  contempla- 
tions, what  moral  refledions  would  not  have  riien 
to  him  out  of  thefe  tombs  ? 

Oppofite  to  one  of  the  fronts  of  the  houfe,  upon 
a  piece  of  turf  furrounded  with  trees ;  a  monu- 
ment is  placed,  which,  though  not  very  good  in 
itfelf,  produces  a  fine  effeft  from  its  point  of  view* 
In  thefe  gardens  is  a  Cololfal  Head  of  Auguftus, 
fo  wonderfully  executed,  as  to  have  the  appear- 
ance of  that  of  a  gtanCs  ■petrified^  you  will  make 
allov%rance  for  the  extravagance  of  this  idea  of 
mine.  Here  are  fome  pretty  grottos,  fountains, 
antique  infcriptions,  l^c.  and  the  garden,  upon 
the  whole,  muil  be  better  at  prefent  than  when  i*: 

was 
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was  kept,  the  trees  having  grown  out  of  the  tor* 

'  ftiired  fhapes  into  which  they  were  forced  by  the 
[mercilcfs  fhears  of  the  Roman  gardeners.  The 
[plan  of  thefe  gardens   is  not  bad,  and  Uriould  an 

V  [Englifhman  take  a  fancy  to  purchafe  the  villa 
'(which  is  now  to  be  fold),  he  might,  at  a  very  eafy 
txpence,  give  a  model  to   the   Romans  for  their 

.  imitation  in  gardening.     I  fay  any  of  our  country- 

■,  men,  for  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  do  not  know  one 
void  of,  and  many  who  poiTefs,  a  very  great  fhare 

:  of  tafte;  and  I  prefume  as  well  of  thofe  with  whom 
i  have  no  acquaintance.  Amongft  the  antique 
iftatues  in  the  villa,  are  the  foUov/ing,  which  are 
Ivery  good,  and  deferve  to  be  particularly  noticed  : 
an  Amazon  fhooting  with  a  bow  and  arrow ;  her 
Idrapery   appears    to   be    of    fine    lawn,    through 

.  [Which  her  limbs  and  mufcles,  though  very  deli- 
':ate,  are  extremely  confpicuous.  A  horfe  fleaed 
n  bronze,  the  anatomy  very  fine.  An  Altaf, 
mall,  but  elegantly  decorated  with  feftoons  of 
lowers  faftened  to  the  ears  of  fawns.  A  fmall 
'.lalfo  relievo  of  Etrufcan  fculpture;  it  reprefents 
'.wo  Women  and  a  Dog,  one  feems  employed  in 

'  'caching  the  animal  to  dance,  flie  holds  him  by 
)ne  of  his  fore-feet.  A  beautiful  table  of  green 
porphyry ;  this  kind  of  marble  is  very  rare,  and 
j;rcatly  efteemcd  at  Rome.  A  little  ftatue  of 
lucres,  of  the  moft  delicate  fculpture  in  every 
•efpcdt,  and  highly  finifhed.  A  Fauilina  draped 
iftef  the  llatue  of  Modefty -,  her  drapery  is  very 

fine. 
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fine.  A  Diana  of  Greek  fculpture  :  a  Satyr  lying 
down,  whilft  a  Fawn  extradls  a  thorn  out  of  his 
foot ;  the  exprefllon  is  very  good  in  both  thefe 
queer  creatures,  and  the  effed  of  the  charitable 
afiiftance  feems  to  be  nearly  completed. 
VillaBor-  The  Villa  Borghefe,  or  Pinciana,  is  famous 
^  ^  ^*  among  the  villas  near  Rome.  Here  is  an  afiem- 
Antiques.  blage  of  Antiques,  that  merit  much  attention : 
many  fine  hajfo  relievos  are  inferred  in  the  walls  on 
the  ouifide  of  the  building,  which  is  highly  deco- 
rated ;  it  would  confume  much  of  my  time  and 
patience,  to  enter  into  a  particular  detail  of  the 
various  fiatues,  buftoes,  i^c.  all  of  which  prefent 
themfelvcs  before  you  enter  the  palace  -,  fo  ]  fhall: 
pafs  over  thefe,  and  be  as  concife  as  pofilble  in 
regard  to  the  interior  colleftion.  in  the  hv?Lfianzai 
Statue  of  you  are  ihewn  a  capital  reprefcntation  of  Seneca 
Seneca,  dying  in  the  bath,  in  touchftone,  or  black  marble-, 
the  eyes  enamelled,  and  round  his  wafte  is  a  fadi 
of  yellow  marble :  this  ftatue  is  amazingly  well; 
executed,  the  anatomy  is  rendered  with  a  variety 
truly  admirable  J  the  effe61;  of  the  great  lofs  of 
blood  appears  on  the  furface  of  the  veins,  and  in 
the  mufcles,  particularly  of  the  feet  and  legs  ;  and 
the  progrefs  of  diiTolucion  in  the  whole  figure  is 
very  affedling :  the  exprefTion  of  his  countenance  is 
in  conformity  with  the  exalted  fentiments  of  that 
martyred  philofopher.  This  ftatue  is  placed  in  2. 
grey  marble  bafon,  lined  with  red  porphyry  at 
the  bottom,  to  appear  like  blood.    In   the  fim« 
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te>om  is  a  very  fine  wolf,  of  red  Egyptian  marble, 
fuckling  the  founders  of  Rome.  The  famous 
Jjermaphrodite,  eftimated  at  Rome  greatly  fupe- 
'rior  to  that  at  Florence,  is  ranked  in  the  fame  clafs 
with  the  Seneca,  as  a  chef-d'osuvre  of  the  powers 
of  antique  fculpture  in  their  different  ftyles.  A 
W  Juno,  her  head  and  arms  of  white  marble,  her 
drapery  finely  done  in  porphyry  to  imitate  the  pur- 
ple J  her  countenance  is  noble  and  majeftic  -,  her 
arms  are  modern,  and  not  as  well  done  as  they 
might  have  been. — A  group,  by  Bernini,  of  ele-  Modern 
gant  modern  fculpture  in  one  entire  morfel,  to  the  ^ernjm, 
full  as  large  as  life :  it  is  the  finefl  thing  I  ever 
faw  of  his  doing.  The  fubje(5l  is  the  metamor- 
phofis  of  Daphne  into  a  laurel-tree-,  the  moment 
the  fculptor  has  taken,  is  the  commencement  of 
her  transformation-,  Apollo  purfues,  and  has  not 
quite  come  up  with  her ;  he  appears  out  of  breath, 
and  ailonifhed  at  the  approaching  change-,  her 
figure  is  perfeflly  beautiful !  Ihe  is  flopped  in  her 
flight  by  the  quick  growth  of  the  bark  and 
branches;  young  fprigs  of  laurel  fpring  from  her 
toes,  and  her  feet  and  ancles  are  taking:  root,  while 
the  increafing  bark  makes  a  rapid  progrcfs  to  in- 
clofe  her  delicate  limbs.  She  lifts  up  her  extended 
arms,  and  from  the  ends  of  her  ftiffened  fingers 
fprouts  the  budding  laurel :  her  hair,  which  fails 
from  her  fiioulders  in  beautiful  ringlets,  is  partly 
blown  by  the  wind,  and  begins  to  thicken  into 
wreathing  bays :    her  face  is   beaiuiful,    and   the 
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fcUlptor  has  ejrpreflcd  in  it  a  furpi^iOng  mixture 
of  agitating  palTions ;  it  is  plain  fhe  fears  Apollo, 
but  the  effed  of  her  prayers  being  granted, 
frightens  her  ftill  more,  fo  that  regret,  terror,  and 
horror  at  the  quick  progrels  of  the  growing  rind, 
is  plainly  to  be  perceived  in  her  countenance  and 
aftion.  On  the  pedeftal  are  the  following  lines, 
written  by  Pope  Urbano  the  Eighth,  when  he  was 
a  young  mani 

^afquis  amans  feqiiitur  fugitiv^e  gaudia  forjjhf, 
Fronde  manns  impiety  haccas  vel  carpit  amaras. 

There  are  here  two  other  groups  of  this  famous 
ftatuary,  by  no  means  equal  to  this.  They  repre- 
fent  /Eneas  and  Anchiles,  and  a  David  throwin-g 
the  ftone  at  Goliah :  the  David  is  too  old,  but  it 
feems  Bernini  meant  to  repreient  himlelf  under  that 
charadler.  A  modern  piece  of  fculpture  in  ba^o 
Fran^iois  relitvo,  by  Fran^^ois  Flamand  ;  it  was  prefented  by 
Fiamand.  ^j^^  j,|^g  ^£  ^^^^^^  j-q  ^\^^  Borghefe  family  :    the 

figures  are  in  touch-ftone,  upon  a  ground  of  lapis 
lazuli,  they  reprefent  Bacchanalian  children. 
Antique.       A  beautiful  Diana  antique ;    her  body  is  one 

piece  of  agate.  A  liercules  Aventinus,  with  the  fee, 
bull's  head  under  his  club.  A  group  of  Fauilina  tk 
and  her  lover  Carinus  the  gladiator,  whom  flie 
loved  to  dillradion.  A  moil  beautiful  buflo  of 
Lucius  Verus,  the  famous  gladiator.  I  do  not 
think  I  can  convey  to  you  a  competent  idea  of  the  ^pii 
merits  of  this  piece  of  fculpture  :  his  attitude  is 
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fnzZ  of  milling  upon  his  adverfary,  fired  with  racre 
and  ambitious  of  victory,  every  nerve  and  finew 
Hiev/  drained  to  the  utmoft  ;  his  features  are  beau- 
tiful, his  countenance  haughty,  fierce,  and  impa* 
tienr ;  the  fymmetry  of  his  limbs  is  wonderful,  and 
you  every  moment  expeft  the  onfet :  fuch  is  the 
movement  and  violent  adtion  exprefled  in  this  mar- 
ble i  it  is  antique,  and  was  fculpted  by  Agathias  ^gatMas 
of  Ephefus.  A  fmall  group  in  bronze,  the  fub-  fus. 
je6t  Dejanira  bore  away  by  the  Centaur  NelTus : 
it  is  finely  done,  particularly  Dejanira,  who  drug- 
gies violently,  and  endeavours  to  leap  off  his 
;  back,  on  which  flie  is  forcibly  held  by  one  of  his 
arms,  whilft  he  gallops  away  with  her  at  full 
fpeed.  Another  Centaur  in  marble ;  a  Cupid  rid- 
ing, and  breaking  him  as  a  horfe,  who  ftrikes  him 
with  his  fifts,  and  kicks  him  with  all  his  might : 
this  is  a  mod  animated  group.  A  Fawn,  dandling 
an  infant  Bacchus;  a  beautiful  and  highly  edeemed 
antique.  A  Cameo,  large  as  life,  the  face  is 
antique,  and  finely  done;  it  reprelents  the  budo 
of  Alexander  the  Great,  in  different  coloured  mar- 
bles :  Michael  Angelo  has  redored  the  cafque  and 
plume.  The  antique  Fluter,  is  a  Fawn  about 
twelve  years  old,  his  attitude  is  elegant,  and  his 
air  befpeaks  a  correal  ear  and  maderly  per- 
j_,  for  ma  nee. 

A  modern  Morpheus,  by  Algardi ;  this  god  of  Mod-rn 
illeep  is  here  reprefented  under  the  figure  of  a  beau-  ^'S'^'^'* 
jtiful  child,  fleeping  on  his  back;  in  one  hand  he 
Vol.  U.  T  holds 
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holds  a  bunch  of  poppies  in  a  negligent  manner: 
by  him  lies   a  toy,    the   Italians  term  zgiro',  the 
foftnefs  and  fleepy  look  in  his  limbs   and  flefh,  are 
fLirpriGngly   natural:   he   even  feems  to  peripire : 
this  (latue  is  in  black  marble  or  touch-flone. 
Antique,        An  antique  bajfo  relievo,  reprefenting  the  young 
Telephus  found  by  the  Nymphs ;    one  is  fitting, 
the  others  Handing ;  they  are   well  done,  and  ex- 
prefs  great  admiration  and  joy  on  the  difcovery  of 
this  beautiful  child.     The  goat  that  fuckled  him 
is  repofing ;    but  what  is  very  remarkable  in  this 
piece    of    antique    fculpture    is,    that   Telephus 
appears  to  be  in  fwaddling  clothes,  fwathed  round 
in  the  fame  manner  as  now  univerfally  pradlifed 
through  Italy;    and  differing  very  little  from  the  \ 
method  of  treating  fome  children  in  England  :  the 
linen  being  rolled  round  and  round  them,  till  by  clofe  j 
ftraining,   a  total  deprivation  of  liberty  is  'ifeded, ! 
to  the   great  gratification  of  the   vulgar  nurfes. 
In  one  of  the  rooms,   is  the  oddeft  and  uglieft  bed 
I  ever  favv  ;    it  is  carved  in   brown  wood  partly 
gilt,    and  is  the  clumfieft,    awkwardeft  piece  of[ 
lumber,    that  ever  crowded  a  houfe :  but  it  is  of 
the  fculpture  of  Michael  Angelo,  and  was  made 
for  Pope  Paul  the  Fifth,  who  befpoke,  and  always 
lay  in  it.     In  another  room  is  a  chair  with  fprings, 
being  a  trap  to  whoever  fits  down  in  it,  for  they 
are  held  fafc,    and  fo  confined,  as  to  have  no  ufe 
of  their  limbs.     I  am  obliged  to  omit  mentioning 
a  great  number  of  fine  antique  ftatues  and  pidures, 
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by  famous  mafters ;  this  villa  is  fo  filled  with  rare 
articles  of  every  kind.  The  garden  is  by  no  means 
beautiful;  is  laid  out  in  a  bad  tafte;  the  trees 
chiefly  confift  of  yew,  box,  and  bay,  and  other 
ever-greens,  looking  black  and  ragged.  The 
flower-garden  is  fmall  and  very  formal,  but  this 
kind  of  garden  admits  of  more  formality  than 
any  other.  There  are  two  pretty  aviaries  in  it, 
fliaped  fomething  like  bells,  and  well  laticed  ; 
here  they  keep  turtles  and  fome  other  birds. 
Amongfb  the  flowers,  which  are  very  fine,  I  was 
much  furprifed  at  the  carnations ;  fome  were 
brown  with  yellow,  others  deep  yellow  with  dark 
brown  edgings  •,  and  fome  of  a  flcy  blue  all  over, 
extremely  double,  but  of  the  burlling  fort ;  they 
were  well  drefled  on  pieces  of  gilt  pafte-board, 
and  fo  large,  as  to  cover  a  faucer,  or  fmall  defert 
plate :  had  I  not  feen  thefe  blue  carnations,  fmelt, 
and  touched  them,  I  fliould  have  efteemed  myfclf 
credulous  for  believing  from  books,  or  from  ordi- 
nary report,  that  fuch  really  exifl:ed.  I  fliould 
have  procured  fome  of  the  feed,  had  not  the  gar- 
dener aflTured  me  it  was  not  to  be  depended  upon 
for  producing  the  fame  fort  -,  and  that  it  frequently 
happened,  that  among  a  great  number  of  feedlings, 
perhaps  not  above  one  has  proved  blue;  they 
therefore,  to  fecure  the  kind,  propagate  them  by 
layers ;  I  might  have  had  fome  of  thefe,  but  I  con- 
fidered  they  v^ould  be  very  troublefon^e  to  carry 
with  us,  and  difficult  to  prelerve  through  the  reft 
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of  our  tour ;  particularly  over  the  Apfenines  and 
the  Mount  Cenis^  where  the  colds  and  viciffitudcs 
of"  weather  muft  have  infallibly  deftroyed  them. 
.  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  there  are  ftatues  and 
antique  bajfo  relk'Jsos  in  the  gardens,  fome  of  the 
latter  Etriifcan^  and  very  curious.  Here  is  an  odd 
idea  (but  not  antique),  a  coloflal  mafque  j  the 
eyebrows  and  beard  formed  of  petrified  water, 
the  teeth  are  of  ftucco,  a  cafcade  of  water  falls 
from  the  mouth,  which  is  of  fo  ample  a  breadth, 
as  to  fhew  a  confiderable  part  of  the  garden 
through  its  jaws,  like  a  landfcape  feen  through  an 
arch.  The  park  is  fine,  and  with  a  few  altera- 
tions, would  be  efleemed  fuch  in  England ;  the 
verdure  lively,  and  the  trees  old  and  well-grown  > 
there  are  fome  deer  in  it.  To  this  park  the  Eng- 
liih  are  permitted,  by  the  Borghefe  family,  to 
repair  twice  a  week,  and  play  at  cricket  and 
football :  we  women  go  fometimes  and  fee  the 
Iport,  as  do  the  Roman  ladies  and  their  fine  Ah- 
haies^  who  form  a  brilliant  body  of  fpeflators,  * 
»*«*«***,!  xnu^  haften  to  give 
you  a  defcription  of  Frafcati,  when  I  Ihall  cork- 
elude  this  long  letter,  which  had  I  not  the  art  of 
fcribbling  away  very  fad,  I  mufl  have  finilhed  at 
Loretto  :  but  I  know  you  can  read  any  writing  of 
mine,  and  are  not  fcandalized  at  interlineations, 
abridgments  of  words,  negledts  of  flops,  ^e. 
Frafcati.  Frafcati,  or  ancient  Tufculum,  is  about  twelve 
miles  from  Rome,  fituated  in  Lathm^  or  La  Cam- 
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pagna  di  Roma ;  It  is  a  bifhop's  fee,  now  filled  by 
the  Cardinal  of  York.  Tufculum  is  often  marked 
in  ancient  hiftory,  as  the  fcene  of  many  memorable 
events ;  it  was  the  birth-place  of  Cato  the  Cenfor, 
the  great  grandfather  of  Cato  of  Utica ;  it  was 
rendered  illuftrious  by  the  celebrated  villa  of  Cicero, 
to  which  he  frequently  retired,  where  he  compofed 
thofe  philofophical  differtations  fo  juftly  admired 
in  our  times :  Frafcati  boafts,  with  juftice,  the 
giving  birth  to  Metaftafio,  who  is  unqueftionably 
the  firft  poet  of  modern  Italy.  The  prefent  town 
of  Frafcati  is  agreeably  fituated ;  it  is  not  ancient : 
in  the  year  1550,  there  v/ere  no  other  remains  than 
fome  veftiges  of  the  ruins  of  Tufculum,  over- 
grown with  brambles  and  thorns  j  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  the  new  town  took  its  name  oi  Frafcati, 
It  is  built  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  and  commands  a 
fine  view  of  the  country  below,  and  of  the  many 
villas  and  gardens,  which  clothe  and  beautify  the 
brow  of  the  mountain. 


'The  principal  P^illas  at  Frafcati. 
The  Villa  Aldrobrandini  is  very  remarkable  for  villa  AU 

drobr 
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its  architediure  and  decorations,  and  the  gardens  '^''o^'"^"- 


for  their  curious  water  works.  The  approach  is 
by  avenues,  which  condu6l  to  a  fountain,  near 
which  are  two  flights  of  fteps  leading  you  to  a 
terras,  and  from  thence  you  mount  to  another  ter- 
ras on  which  the  villa  is  built ;  it  contains  few 
marbles,  and  fewer  good  pidures,  but  here  are 
T  3  fome 
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fome  cielings  tolerably  painted ;  one  reprefents 
Giufcppe  David  and  Abigail,  by  Giufeppe  d'Arpino;  ano- 
d'Arpinot  jj^g^  Judith  and  Holofernes,  and  a  third  David 
and  Goliah,  all  by  the  fame  mailer.  They  have 
contrived  to  introduce  air  into  their  apartments* 
by  means  of  pipes  operated  upon  by  water,  which 
alfo  caufes  a  found  refembling  that  of  thunder ; 
from  the  terrafes  is  a  fine  and  very  extenfive  view^ 
The  gardens  furprife  and  aflonifh  by  the  water- 
works, and  being  formed  upon  falling  grounds, 
they  confift  chiefly  of  terrafes,  rifmg  one  above 
the  other.  A  building  is  conftrudled  againft  the 
fide  of  the  mountain  (to  caufe  the  cafcades  to  fall 
regularly  from  flep  to  ftep),  decorated  with  pila- 
{lers  of  the  Ionic  and  Corinthian  orders.  Here  are 
feveral  ftatues  made  mufical,  by  the  means  of 
vater-oro-ans;  a  Centaur  founds  a  horn,  the  blaft 
of  which  may  be  heard  (as  they  aflert)  at  the 
diltance  of  four  miles;  Pan  plays  various  airs  upon 
his  pafloral  flute  of  feveral  tubes,  A  Lion  and 
Tiger  appear  fighting,  the  water  fpurts  to  a  confi- 
derable  height  from  their  mouths  and  nofl:rils; 
from  the  tiger  proceeds  a  hifling  and  fnarling 
found,  which  is  faid  to  refemble  the  noife  that 
animal  m.akes  when  enraged  :  think  what  the  me- 
lody mufl:  be,  produced  by  this  trio ;  I  never  heard 
any  thing  fo  difagreeably  curious. — At  the  top  of 
the  water-building,  appears  the  mountain  covered 
with  trees,  and  from  its  fummit,  a  river  preci- 
pitates itfelf  down,  forming  a  beautiful  cafcade, 
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which  fupplies  a  fine  fountain   in  a  grotto,  prac- 
tiied  in   one  of  the   terrafes,   and  encruftcd   with 
petrified  water :  it  then  fails  down  the  ileps  of  the 
water-building,  palTes  under  a  brafs  globe,  which 
fpurts  water  on  every  fide ;    this  is  fullained  by  an 
Atlas,  affifted  by  a  Hercules,  and   accompanied 
by  various  allegorical  ftatues,  forms ^V/j  d'eau^  and  , 
at  length   breaks   away   over  rocks   and    is  loft. 
Amongft  the  ftatues  that  adorn  this  water  work, 
is  a  Silenus  of  antique  Greek  fculpture  in  mar- 
ble of  Paros,  a  much  efteemed  figure.     In  a  large 
fala^  near  the  grand  cafcade,  is  a  reprefentation  of 
Mount  Parnaflus,  with  Apollo,  the  nine  Mufes> 
and  Pegafus  ;  they  perform  a  concert,  by  means  of 
a  water-organ  concealed  behind.     The  walls  of  the 
fata  are  painted  in  frefco,  by  Dominichino,   and  Domini 
reprefent  all  the  hiftory  and  adventures  of  Apollo. 
One  of  the  beft,  is  that  of  the  flaying  of  Marfyas, 
in  the  prefence  of  three  women  and  a  fatyr.     This 
laft  figure  implores  Apollo  on  his  knees,  in  behalf 
of   Marfyas  :    his    attitude,     uplified   hands,    and 
poor  diftrefi^ed  countenance,  is  extremely  affc6ling, 
the  painter  having  blended  the  moving  expreflion 
of  a  human  creature,  with  the  dumb  pleadings  of 
a  beaft  for  mercy.     The  fala  is  paved  in  mofaic, 
and  in  the  centre  is  a  hole,  over  which  a  light  ball 
is  kept  continually  dancing  in  the  air,  through  the 
aftion  of  a  ftrong  guft  of  wind,  forced  up  the  hole 
by  the  water  underneath.     In  thefe   gardens  is  a 
wildernefs,    feveral    fine   fhady  walks,    very   few 
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cver-greens,  but  a  confiderable  number  of  large 
and  well-grown  plane-trees ;  the  efFed:  is,  that  thU 
garden  appears  much  more  natural  and  agreeable, 
than  do  in  general  thofe  of  Italy. 
Viih  The  Villa  Conti  is  worth  feeing,  upon  account 

Conti.  of  its  gardens  and  water-works,  and  particularly 
for  the  ancient  remains  of  eighteen  vaulted  build- 
ings, faid  to  have  been  part  of  the  menagerie  of 
LucuUus. 
Villa  Ta-  '^^^  Villa  Taverna  belongs  to  the  Borghefe 
vcrna.  family  •,  it  is  very  large,  well  built,  habitable, 
and  elegantly  furnifhed  -,  contains  fome  good  pic- 
tures, and  feveral  curiofiries ;  amongft  which,  the 
following  are  the  moft  remarkable ;  a  fmall 
wooden  cruciHx,  carved  by  a  blind  man.  The 
victory  of  the  arch-angel  Michael  over  the  dragon; 
this  animal  is  reprefented  with  a  woman's  head, 
the  face  a  portrait,  and  the  countenance  exprefllve 
of  the  moft  infamous  and  vile  character,  by  Peru- 
Peruglno.  gino.  A  St.  Pietro,  by  Spagnoletto.  Several 
animals,  by  Pioli.  The  portraits  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Mother  and  Daughter,  of  the  family  of  Cenci ; 
the  daughter  is  beautiful  -,  I  fav/  another  portrait 
of  her  taken  juft  before  j[he  was  led  aut  to  execu- 
tion ;  I  think  it  was  in  the  Pallazzo  Colonna^  and 
I  fuppofe  I  mentioned  her  ftory  in  one  of  my  let- 
ters, fo  will  not  hazard  the  troubling  you  with  a 
repetition  of  fo  (hocking  a  tragedy. — The  view 
from  the  villa  is  beautiful;  the  gardens  are  of 
great  t7.itx\i^  and  through  them  you  mount  up  to 
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the  PWa  Dragons^  built  in  a  much  more  elevated  Villa 
fituation,    which    alfo   belongs   to  the   Borghefe  ^"S^"^' 
family.      In  thefe  two  villas,    this  noble  family 
receive  and  entertain   a  great  concourfe  of  com- 
pany, during  the  autumn  fealbn  'per  villagiature. 
I  have  before   mentioned  this    cuftom    in    Italy. 
This  is  a  large  palace,  they  told  us  they   could 
reckon  364   windows  in  it  j     I  did   not  difpute 
it  i    left  they  fhould  count  them,    and   we   had 
not   time   to   fpare   for   fuch   minutenefs.      The 
architecture    is    not    very   remarkable,    the   por- 
tico by  Vignola  has  a  good  effed,  being  built  of 
pietro  di  perone^  which  is  of  a  fine  brown  colour. 
The  building  is  rather  too  heavy ;    fome  paintings 
in  this  villa  are  tolerable ;    one  at  the  end  of  the 
grand  gallery,  reprefents  Solomon  furrounded  by 
his  concubines  facrificing  to  idols,  by  Paulo  Vero-  Veronefe. 
uefe.     Here  is  an  antique  colofTal  head  of  Fauf-  Antiques, 
tina,  wife  to  Marcus  Aurelius.     A  coloflal  bufto 
of  Antoninus,  and  fome  other  antiques  nor  of  ths 
lirft  clafs. 

From  the  terras  is  a  moft  beautiful  view  of 
Rome,  and  the  country  adjacent,  till  the  fea 
bounds  the  profped:  on  that  fide  ;  villages,  ruins, 
and  the  Lago  Cajiiglione  with  mountains,  form 
another  beautiful  profpefl ;  the  whole  is  truly  ad- 
mirable, uniting  all  the  advantages  of  a  near,  to 
all  the  grandeur  of  an  extenfive  profpe(fl. 

The  Villa  BracchianOy    formerly  Montalto,  is  a  Villa 
very  pretty  country-houfe,    neatly  and  elegantly  ^^^ 
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furniflied  :  here  is  a  cieling  painted  by  fonie  of 
the  fcholars  of  Dominichino ;  the  fubjeft  is  the 
fun's  courfc.  The  gardens,  nothing  remarkable ; 
they  confift  principally  of  long  walks  regularly 
planted,  where  I  obferved  a  great  number  of 
cherry  laurel  amongft  other  evergreens. 
VillasLu-      xhe  Villas  Ludovici  and   Falconieri  are  worth 

dovici  and        .  .      .      ,,      ^         ,     .  . 

Falcor.i-    feeing,  principally  tor  their  water-works  and  gar^ 
«"•  dens.     In  the  villa  Falconieri,  is  a  cieling  painted 

CanoMa-  by  Carlo  Maratti.  The  fubjeft,  the  birth  of 
Venus :  a  Neptune  in  the  fea,  prefents  her  with 
all  the  treafures  of  his  element,  while  the  Graces 
upon  the  fhore  attend  with  impatience  to  crown 
her  with  flowers  j  i'c  is  well  compofed,  and  the  j|Ki 
figures  graceful.  The  other  cielings,  painted  by  Ik 
Ciro  Ferri,  reprefent  the  Seafons. 

The   ruins  of  the  ancient  town  of  Tufculum, 

are  to  be  traced   above  a  villa  belonging  to  the 

Villa  La    Jefuirs,  called  La  Rufinella  :    here  they  fhew  what 

Ruiinei  a.  ^^^  called  the  grottos  of  Cicqro  •,    but  it  is  by  no 

means  certain,  that  thefe  veRiges  made  part  of  his 

villa. 

I  muft  now  take  leave  of  you  and  of  Rome,  and 
fhall  write  to  you,  when  we  fnall  have  reached 
Loretto. 

I  am  very   forry  for  an  event,  which  has  jufl: 
happened  here,    to  the    univerfal   regret   of  her 
family,    her  friends,    her   acquaintance,    and  the 
public  in  general :    the  amiable  daughter  of  thelfjfj;,, 
dutchefs  of  Bracchiano  (theprincefs  Chigi),  diedjjijj 
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ycfterday  in  child-bed  !  She  expired  in  the  arms 
of  her  mother,  perfedly  refigned  to  her  fate : 
amiable  fhe  was  indeed,  in  mind,  and  in  perlbn, 
therefore  imiverfally  beloved,  efleemed,  and  la- 
mented!— Should  an  opportunity  offer  to  write  to 
you  on  the  road,  I  fhall  not  negled  it.  Adieu, 
and  wifh  me  a  happy  pilgrimage  a  la  fantijjima 
Madona. 
1/  I  am  as  ever,  ^c, 

\  P.  S.  I  promifed  to  mention  fome  of  the  prin- 
,cipal  artifls  now  at  Rome ;  but  am  fo  preffcd  in 
,time,  that  I  cannot  enlarge  on  their  different  man- 
.ners  and  genius  as  they  deferve ;  I  fhall  therefore 
be  as  concife  as  pofllble.  Battoni  is,  I  believe 
with  juftice,  efleemed  the  pell  portrait  painter  in 
the  world.  Pickler  father  and  fon  are  admired 
by  every  body  of  tafle  and  judgment,  for  their 
great  abilities  in  the  engraving  on  gems ;  they 
execute  cameos  and  intaglios  in  a  great  flyle  for 
xorreflion  of  defion,  elegance,  and  finifli :  I  be- 
lieve  no  modern  artift  can  be  compared  with  them; 
they  are  reafonable  in  their  prices,  in  their  deal- 
ings ad  with  an  honourable  honefly,  and  de- 
fervedly  meet  with  that  encouragement,  both 
/rom  Italians  and  foreigners,  that  their  excellent 
^charafters  as  artifls,  and  their  reputation  as  men 
:of  probity,  fo  juflly  entitle  them  to.  As  for 
Piranefe,  his  prints  are  fufliciently  known  to  rank 
him  amongfl  the  firfl  of  engravers  on  copper.    He 
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fometimes  is  carried  by  his  tafle,  into  romance: 
as  a  fculptor,  he  can  do  almoft  what  he  pleafes; 
when  he  is  in  good  humour,  he  is  very  ufeful, 
informing,  and  agreeable  to  ftrangers;  he  is  what 
in  England  would  be  called  a  humourift,  confe- ' 
quently  uncertain  and  capricious.     To  deal  with  |i 
him,    it   is  necelTary  to  know    before-hand,    his 
peculiarities. — A  miniature  painter,  of  the  nannc 
of  Giorgio,  paints  the  bell  pictures  I  have  feen  in 
that  way :    his  colouring  is   glowing,  his  defign  ; 
correft,  his  finifhing  high,  and  his  paintings  will 
bear  the  ftridleft  examination  and  comparifon  with  ; 
the  beft  miniatures  of  thefe  times,  and  even  of 
thofe  of  former  days.     The  beft  miniature  por-  '1 
trait  painter,  cfteemed  for  taking  likenefTes  at  a 
moderate  price,  is  one  Marfigli  •,    he  is  a  diligent  : 
attentive  artift,  and  I  make  no  doubt  capable  of  i 
great   improvement.      There   are   feveral   young  1. 
men,  who  are  fent  by  their  families  and  friends  to  ^ 
Rome,  in  order  to  ftudy  painting,  fculpture,  ^c, 
many  of  whom  promife  to  attain  to  a  great  degree 
of  excellence  in  thofe  arts:    it  is  a  pity  they  are  fo 
frequently  reduced  to  very  difagreeable  ftraits,  by 
the  ill-judged  parfimony  of  their  friends  in  Eng- 
land.    The  Englidi  gentlemen  upon  their  travels  i 
have  indeed  often  generoufly  fupplred  their  wants,     v 
but  as  they  cannot  always  enjoy  fuch  advantages, 
and  this  refource  muft,  from  its  nature,  be  more 
or  lefs  precarious,  it  is  felf-evident  a  young  perfon 
has  little  encouragement  to  ftudy  the  beauties  of 
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painting,  fculpture,  (^c.  ^c,  whilft  in  want  of 
fuch  neceflaries,  as  makes  the  body  fuffer  great 
inconvenience,  and  the  mind  a  total  want  of 
eafe.  As  for  fuch  Engliili  artifts,  who  are  al- 
ready in  affluent  circumllances  in  England,  and 
who  travel  into  Italy  to  improve  their  tafle  and 
gratify  their  curiofity  ;  the  Italian  artifts  are  con- 
tinually mentioning  them  with  great  encomiums 
on  their  genius,  works,  Cffr.  Amongft  thefe, 
no  man  holds  a  higher  place  than  Mr.  Strange, 
who  has  taken  copies,  and  engraved  prints,  after 
the  mod  capital  original  pidures  in  Italy  j  and 
executed  them  in  fo  liberal  a  manner,  as  to  give 
the  beholder  the  true  image  and  fpirit  of  the  ori- 
ginal ;  not  a  hard  and  fervile  copy  ever  came 
from  his  hands.  I  muft  obferve  here,  that  I  think 
bafe  and  laborious  copyifts  do  infinite  injury  to 
the  world  of  artifts.  They  excite  falfe  ideas, 
prejudice  the  minds  of  people  who,  not  having 
feen  the  works  of  the  great  mafters,  difguifed  by 
their  copies,  are  apt  to  fuppofe  fome  glaring  fault 
in  the  original  j  when,  alas !  molt  probably  the 
defed  may  be  found  only  in  the  felf-fufficience 
and  conceit  of  the  young  artift;  who  flattered 
himfelf,  perhaps,  with  improving  upon  a  Tizzia- 
no,  a  Corregio,  or  a  RafFacllo. 

The  poft-horfes  arq  waiting,  the  baggage  faflen- 
ed  on  to  the  carriage,  fo  I  mud  feal  this  letter  and 
ifend  it  immediately  to  the  poft-oflice.     Adieu. 

L  E  T.. 
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LETTER      XLVI. 


Road 
irom 
Rome  to 

In  ami. 


Narnj,  the  25th  May,  1771.     - 

E  are  well  and  lafely  arrived  here  without 
any  accident,    and    might   have    reached 
Terni,  though  we  fet  out  late,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  warmth  of  the  weather,  which  obliged  us  to 
lie  by  in  the  heat  of  tlie  day ;    and  are  therefore 
obliged  to  Deep  here  to-night.     The  face  of  the 
country  the  firft  three  polls  from  Rome,  is  dif- 
gracefully   uncultivated  \    no  villages,    no   habi- 
tations (except  poft-houfes),  nothing  but  a  dreary 
difmal  wafte,  without  track  of  man  or  beaft  to  be 
i'ccn.     Having  paffed  Rignano,    the  fourth  poll, 
the  country  begins  to  improve  a   little  towards 
Sorefte,  and  then  to  Civetta-Caftellana  (the  an- 
cient Veia),  and  fo  on  to  Borgetto,  Otricoli,  and 
Narni,  where  it  becomes  very   beautiful.     Near 
Fhminl-  Rignano  our  road  lay  over  part  of  the  Flarninian 
way;    it  is  extremely  firm  and   good,  compofed 
of  very  large  blocks  of  flone,  fo  nicely  fitted  and 
put  together,    and   withal   fo   fmooth,    that   the 
horfes   could  with  difficulty  keep    their  footing. 
Civetta  Caftellano  is  fituated  in  the  ancient  coun- 
try of  the  Sabines :    it  is  built  on  a  rocky  eleva- 
tion, and  appears  like  a  fmall  ifland  ;    three  fides 
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of  it  being  inclofed  by  as  many  little  rivers,  wlilch 
falling  into  the  valley  below  and  uniting  together, 
at  length  empty  themfelves  into  the  Tiber.  On 
the  other  fide  of  the  town  is  the  citadel,  behind 
which,  the  mountain  immediately  rifes.  Three 
fides  of  Caftellano  is  inaccefTible,  on  account  of 
the  perpendicularity  of  the  rock  on  which  it  ftands; 
and  the  fortrefs  defends  it  fo  well  from  behind,  as 
to  render  it  (I  (hould  imagine)  capable  of  fuftain- 
ing  a  long  fiege.  Some  antiquarians  have  difputed 
the  ancient  Veia's  being  fituated  on  this  fpot,  but 
the  greater  number  are  of  opinion,  that  it  certain- 
ly v/as. 

Having  pafTed  through  Borghetto,  we  came 
to  a  fine  bridge  built  by  Pope  Sixtus  the  Fifth, 
over  the  Tiber;  it  is  called  Pontefelice.  The  next  Pontefe- 
poft  is  Otricoli,  near  which  place  are  remarkable  ^^"• 
hills,  formed  of  what  the  Italians  call  brefcia^ 
round  pebbles,  which  feem  to  have  acquired  that 
form  from  having  been  in  the  fea.  The  profpefl 
from  Rignano  to  Narni  confifts  of  hills,  fjme 
clothed  with  woods,  others  with  vines,  and  fome 
crowned  with  villages :  ruined  fortifications  and 
old  towers  appear  amongft  the  trees ;  and  frequent 
remains  of  Roman  antiquities,  as  fragments  of 
temples,  maufoleums,  ^c.  The  valleys  are  nar- 
row, fertile,  and  moft  pittorefque ;  imagination 
cannot  feaft  upon  a  more  variegated  and  beautiful 
aflemblage  of  objeds  ;  but  this  variety  of  ground 
produces  a  moft  fatiguing  effcd  to   travellers,  as 

you 
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you  are  repeatedly  afcending  or  defcending  ftecp 
and  rapid  hills. 
Narni.  Narni  is  a   fmall  town,    fifty-five  miles  from 

Romcj    it  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  and 
forms  an  amphitheatre.     At  the  foot  of  the  town. 
runs  the  Nera  j    here  is  a  fine  aquedu6t  of  fifteen 
miles  long,  which  conveys  water  through  a  moun- 
tain to  the  town,  where  it  fupplies  feveral  foun- 
tains.    Our  inn   is  tolerable,  and  we  have  not  as 
yet  met  with   infolent  poftillions,  or  extortioning 
poft-mafters,  I  hope  a  good  omen  for  the  remain- 
der of  our  journey.      I   had  made  provifion  at 
Rome  againfl  our  eating  cares^  of  a  piece  of  cold 
boiled  beef,    faked    the  Englifh  way,   and  fome 
dozens  of  lemons ;  as  we  generally  drink  nothing 
but  lemonade  on  our  journey,  on  account  of  the 
heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  ftrong  wines  of  this 
country    being    rather    inflammatory,    we    have 
found  our  provifion  very  neceflfary,  the  inn  afford- 
ing us  nothing  but  eggs  not  entirely  rotten ;    no 
butter,  very  ftale  and  coarfe  bread,  and  no  meat 
of  any  kind  excepting  goat's  fielh,  which  I  could 
not  eat  unlefs  near  ftarving ;    the  rank  odour  fills 
all  the  rooms  in  the  houfe,  and  I  have  an  unfor- 
tunate averfion  to  the  fmell  of  thofe  animals  living 
or  dead :  our  hoft,  it  is  true,  ofi^ered  us  fome  half- 
ftarved  old  fowls,  that  were  importunately  cack- 
ling and  demanding  food  at  the  door,  and  which 
he  would  have  executed   upon  the  fpot  if  per- 
mitted, but  we  preferred  our  cold  beef,   to  the 
2  fruits 
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fruits  of  fuch  affaffination,  and  have  dined  ex- 
tremely well  upon  it. 

To-morrow  morning,    M '  goes  to  fee  the 

ruins  of  the  famous  bridge  built  by  Auguflus ;  it 
is  only  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  but  the  way  is 
dilagreeable,  and  there  is  a  defcent  juft  before  you 
arrive  at  it,  which  they  tell  us  is  extremely  rapid  ; 
I  do  not  think  I  Ihall  accompany  him,  for  fear  of 
the  heat  and  fatigue,  dreading  the  Hightefl:  indif- 
pofition  upon  the  road,  as  Italian  inns  are  by  no 
means  commodious  quarters  for  the  lick. 

I  fiiall  keep  this  letter  open,  and  write  in  it 
occafionally,  till  I  have  an  opportunity  of  fending 
it  by  the  poll:,  which  is  fo  uncertain  and  fo  ill  re- 
gulated, that  I  do  not  know  when  I  may  have  it 
in  my  power.     Good  night  for  the  prefent. 

May  the  i6th. — We  are  juft  arrived  at  the  next 

pod,  Terni.     M •  went  this   morning  to  fee  Terni, 

the  bridge :  he  fays  the  way  to  it  is  much  worfe 
than  was  reprefcnted,  the  defcent  exceedingly 
rapid,  and  muft  be  walked  down,  as  it  is  covered 
v/ith  ht-aps  of  large  round  ftones,  over  which  he 
ftumbled  every  moment,  many  of  them  rolling 
down  after  him,  of  fize  fufficient  to  break  the 
legs,  if  you  are  not  quick  and  cautious  to  avoid 
them  •,  I  am  convinced  this  walk  would  not  have 
fuited  me.  When  he  came  to  the  bridge,  he 
found  it  had  been  built  in  the  common  manner, 
with  mortar  and  cramped  with  iron  :  fo  little  can 
Vol.  II.  U  the 
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the  authors  be  depended  upon,  who  all  afiert  the 
contrary,  and  rank  it  as  a  wonder  of  the  world  j 
nor  did  it  in  any  manner  anfwer  the  idea  he  had 
formed  of  it,  from  what  he  had  heard.  Not- 
withftanding  that,  it  is  a  fine  remain  of  antiquity, 
and  would  furprife  and  pleafe  much  more,  was  it 
not  fo  much  over-rated.  Five  miles  from  hence, 
is  the  famous  cafcade,  but  I  cannot  fee  this  nei- 
ther, for  the  mountain  is  fo  fteep,  that  there  is  no 
afcending  it  but  upon  a  mule's  back,  or  on  a  very 
fu re-footed  horfe ;  and  in  order  to  fee  it  well,  there 
are  fuch  ugly  fteps  to  pafs,  that  I  fear  I  may  break 

my  neck,  and  M v/iihes  me  ardently  not  to 

attempt  it ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  is  forry  to 
perceive  my  difappointment  •,  it  is  a  great  morti- 
fication to  me  to  be  fure.  He  is  juft  fetting  out, 
for  he  will  fee  it  -,  and  I  have  been  recommending 
ftrongly  to  him  to  walk,  if  he  fhould  find  the 
road  very  fteep.  The  inn  here  is  tolerable,  and 
the  people  a  little  humanized.  Above  Narni  ap- 
CeG.  pears  a  town  called  Cefi,  fituated  at  the  foot  of 
ponderous  Rocks,  which  feem  to  threaten  its  de- 
ftruction  every  moment.  The  common  people 
affert,  that  the  town  is  fattened  with  adamantine 
chains  (which  they  grant  are  invifible)  to  the 
neighbouring  mountain ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
their  law  forbids,  on  pain  of  death,  the  felling 
any  of  the  trees  that  grow  amongft  the  rocks  on 
the  mountain  above  the  town ;  by  which  it  feems 
the  rocks  are  fuppofed  to  be  fupported,  and  pre- 
2  vented 
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vented  from  falling,  by  the  roots  of  the  trees  being 
interlaced  with  them. 

On  the  right,  a  little  before  we  came  to  Terni,  Mollis  Sci 
appears  the  village  Collicipoli  (the  ancient  Collis  ^^ 
Scipionis),  and  on  a  height  Torre  Majore^  a  kind 
of  obfervatory,  wh^re  the  learned  father  Bofcovick 
had  geometrical  inftruments,  in  order  to  take  the 
heights  of  the  lands  between  Rome  and  Rimini, 
^c.  For  this  purpofe  he  had  poles  fixed  in  the 
ground  in  proper  places  for  meafiiring  the  angles, 
l^c.  and  the  ftupidity  and  folly  of  the  peafants 
impeded  this  learned  man  as  much  as  poffible  in 
his  ingenious  labours,  by  moving  his  marks,  fup- 
pofing  them  placed  with  defign  to  aid  him  in  the 
magic  art,  which  they  believed  he  fludied. 

In  this  country  the  peafants  have  a  contrivance 
for  catching  pigeons.     They  tame  a  Certain  num- 
ber, which  they  call  Maudirini^  who,  flying  before 
the  wild  ones,  decoy  them  into  trees,  where   the 
peafants  remain  concealed  and  catch  great  num- 
bers of  them.     From  Narni  to  this  town,  Terni, 
the  road  is  very  good  •,    it  lies  through  a  fertile 
)k|j   valley,    feven   miles   long;    the  eye  is   conveyed 
over  a  wide  extended  country  •,    the  river  Nera, 
like    a    great    filver   ferpent,     windbg    along    in 
volumes   through  thefe  plains,  forms  peninfulas, 
which,  in  feme  points  of  view,  appear  like  iQands 
of  various  fhapes-,    fome   prefent  you   with    rich 
meadows,  others  ftately  groves  of  oak,  others  arC 
covered  with  corn  and  planted  with  regular  rows 
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of  mulberry  trees,  which  fuftain  the  luxuriant 
branches  of  the  vine,  whofe  arms  embrace  the  mul- 
berry-trees from  fide  to  fide  -,  little  hills  of  different 
heights  and  forms  interfed  each  other ;  fome  of 
thefe  are  clothed  with  wood,  and  top'd  with  ruined 
towers  and  fortreffes,  and  at  the  foot  of  them  lie 
the  humble  villages,  which,  being  very  irregular, 
appear  the  more  pi6lurefque  in  profpeft.  This 
view  extends  itfelf  wide  of  the  road,  and  is  the 
commencement  of  the  plain  of  Rieta,  compared 
by  Cicero  to  the  valley  of  Tempe. 
Term.  Terni  is  juft  fixty-two  miles  from  Rome,   a  city 

famous  in  antiquity;  Tacitus  the  hiflorian  was, 
born  here,  and  feveral  other  remarkable  perfon- 
ages.  Here  are  dill  to  be  feen  fome  fmall  veftiges 
of  antiquities ;  in  the  bifhop's  garden  is  a  fragment 
of  an  amphitheatre,  and  {om<:  f outer ai?7es  :  in  the 
church  of  S.  Salvador©,  are  fome  fmall  remains  of 
a  temple  of  the  Sun,  and  part  of  a  temple  to  Her- 
cules in  the  cellars  belonging  to  the  Jefuits.  M— 
is  returned,  and  quite  charmed  with  the  cafcade ; 
it  is  called  Caduta  dclle  Marmora^  and  is  formed  by 
the  river  Velino,  which  falls  above  tv/o  hundred 
feet  in  height  into  the  Nera.  This  prodigious 
fall  of  water  defccnds  in  three  cafcades ;  its  fpray 
forms  curious  incruilations,  feme  of  wliich  he 
brought  me  in  his  pocket.  He  fays,  the  colours 
ieen  in  the  drops  of  water,  v;hich  by  being  vio- 
leiitly  dafiied  up  in  the  air  fall  again  in  fliowers, 
are  equal  in  beauty  to  the  glovv^ing  tints  in  prifms; 

he 
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he  believes  there  cannot  be  any  cafcade  in  the 
world  more  extraordinary  and  more  romantically 
beautiful  than  this.  He  placed  himfelf  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  mountain,  to  view  it  in  all  its 
glory,  and  the  variety  of  its  appearances  exceeded 
his  exped:ations ;  at  the  iame  time  he  afilired  me, 
1  never  fhould  have  been  able,  on  a  mule  or  on 
foot,  to  have  clambered  up  and  down  the  fright- 
ful precipices  that  he  did,  for  he  was  obliged  to 
walk  a  confiderable  way,  it  not  being  poITible  in 
fome  defcents  for  his  mule  to  keep  her  feet,  or 
avoid  being  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  falling  down 
the  declivities,  even  without  a  rider  j  I  dare  fay 
you  are  very  glad  I  did  not  go.  Adieu,  our 
carriage  waits. 

(In  continuation.)  We  have  reached  Spoletto, 
where  we  deep  to-night,  though  only  twenty-one 
miles  from  Terni ;  but  as  we  did  not  fet  out 
early,  and  met  with  fame  impediments  in  the 
way,  which  occafioned  much  lofs  of  time,  we  are 
determined  not  to  prefs  on,  but  to  remain  here 
quietly  till  to-morrow  morning.  Having  quitted 
Terni,  the  road  was  tolerable  till  we  came  to  a 
ftupendous  Appenine  called  the  Scmma,  about  Somma 
fix  miles  before  we   reached   Spoletto.     The  road  "^PP^* 

^  nine. • 

by  which  v/e  afcended  is  a  prodigious  work,  cut 
cut  of  the  living  rock  ;  it  winds  along  the  fide  of 
the  Appenine  ;  is  but  juft  broad  enough  for  a  car- 
riage-, is  as  hard  as  marble,  and  almoft  as  fmooth, 
but  not  an  inch  allowed  for  the  confequences  of 
U  3  the 
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the  darting  or  wayvvardnefs  of  a  horfe,  or  the 
fmalleft  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  drivers. 
The  mountain  rifes  to  the  clouds  perpendicularly 
flrjight  on  one  fide,  with  a  precipice  aftonini- 
ingly  deep,  and  almoil  as  rapid  on  the  other  fide, 
without  any  wall,  hedge,  pail,  or  fence  of  any 
kind.  At  the  bottom  of  the  precipice  runs  a  river 
like  a  torrent,  which  feen  from  the  road  appears 
no  broader  than  a  fkeyne  of  filk.  We  whirled 
along  the  edge  of  this  mountain  in  a  confliant 
gallop,  drawn  by  four  of  the  ftrongeft,  largeft, 
and  mod  furious  black  horfes  I  ever  faw ;  the 
poftilions  making  the  mod  frightful  flioucs  to 
encourage  their  pace,  and  urging  them  on  by 
whipping  them  inceffantiy,  the  horfes  fqueaking 
the  whole  time.  This  method  of  driving,  it 
feems,  is  your  bed  fecurity,  for  if  the  horfes  were 
fuffered  to  recoiled  themfeives,  or  even  to  flacken 
their  pace,  they  would  be  fubjeft  to  dart,  or 
might  fear  the  precipice,  and  from  apprehenfion 
grow  redive,  which  would  be  certain  dedrudlion 
to  themfeives  and  thofe  they  conveyed ;  but  by 
being  kept  condantly  attentive  to  their  maders, 
and  obliged  to  exert  all  their  drength,  we  hap- 
pily attained  the  fummit  of  the  Appenine,  with- 
out any  accident.  A  carriage  had  need  to  be 
fi:rong  and  well  put  together  that  goes  this  road, 
for  diould  any  article  of  it  give  way,  the  confe- 
quences  could  not  fail  of  being  difagreeable,  if 
■fiOt  fa^al.     We  dopped  at  a  houfe  on  the  top 

of 
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of  the  mountain,  for  refrefhment;  where  we  had 
a  high  regale  :  the  velocity  of  our  motion  and  the 
frefhnefs  of  the  air  had  gained  us  an  appetite,  and 
we  fared  delicioufly,  in  our  carriages,  on  wild 
boar  ham,  broiled  for  us  in  thin  dices,  accom- 
panied with  plates  of  fliced  truffles,  which  they 
heated  over  the  fire  in  a  moment,  and  proved  an 
excellent  ragout.  Having  eat  heartily,  and  for- 
got the  fright  I  had  fuffered  from  the  precipice,  I 
was  curious  to  know  the  method  of  conferving 
and  dreffing  thefe  truffles;  fo  I  called  for  the  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe  (for  there  is  a  woman  in  this 
inn),  and  flic  told  me,  that  when  they  are  quite 
frelh,  they  muft  be  waffled  extremely  clean,  in 
water  juft  warm,  then  in  cold  wine,  and  left  to 
fteep  in  this  latter  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour ; 
after  which  they  are  cut  in  flices,  then  hung  up  in 
bafkets  to  dry  in  the  air  under  cover,  fo  as  to 
proteft  them  from  the  fun,  rain  and  dew  :  when 
crifp,  they  are  put  into  papelr-bags  and  kept  in  a 
dry  place ;  they  are  drefled  in  pewter  or  fiiver 
plates,  over  a  lamp  or  charcoal,  putting  to  them 
fome  oil,  an  anchovy,  and  mullard :  for  thoie 
who  do  not  like  oil,  they  fubllitute  butter,  which 
you  may  believe  the  Engliffl  Forrejiieri  generally 
prefer.  1  purchafed  fome  bags  of  her  truffles, 
and  a  very  fine  ham  of  the  wild  boar,  dilcreetly 
providing  againfl  our  neceffities,  in  cafe  we  fflould 
not  on  our  journey  meet  with  equally  good  pro- 
vifion.  Having  defcended  the  Appenines,  the 
U  4  road 
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road  lying  amongft  the  nether  mountains,  very 
narrow  and  fteep  in  feveral  places,  we  were  over- 
taken by  a  dreadful  florm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning •,  the  claps  were  loud  as  cannon,  and  feemed 
quite  clofe  to  us ;  the  lightning  fialhed  and  darted 
along  the  ground;  the  air  was  poifoned  with  the 
fmell  of  fulphur;  it  poured  cafcades  inflead  of 
rain,  as  if  all  the  clouds  in  the  heavens  had  burft 
over  our  heads  :  we  prefTed  on  to  reach  Spoletto, 
the  ftorm  augmenting,  the  horfes  fcreaming  and 
ftarting  every  moment ;  however,  we  arrived  fafe, 
and  without  the  lead  accident.  The  florm  con- 
tinued and  increafed  •,  the  claps  of  thunder  re- 
doubling, fo  that  there  was  not  half  a  minute's 
ceflation  between  :  the  lightning  fell  twice  into 
the  ground  amongft  the  mountains,  but  did  no 
hurt.  This  ftorm  laited  full  three  hours  from  its 
commencement,  without  cefHition,  and  concluded 
with  two  amazing  claps  of  thunder,  re-ecchoec[ 
from  the  mountains,  like  what  I  fhould  fuppofe 
might  be  the  explodon  at  the  fpringing  of  a  mine. 
Spoletto.  Spole:to  is  a  confiderable  town,  eighty-eight 
miles  from  Rome,  fituated  on  the  top  of  a  moun- 
Antique  ^^'^^'  ^'^^  °^'  ^^^^  antique  gates  of  this  city  is  ilill 
g^t'-"'  nearly  perfet5b ;  it  is  called  Porla  Fuga  ;  on  it  you 
read  this  inlbripiion,  indicating  the  caufe  of  it? 
appellation. 

Annibal   c^efis  ad  'Trafyminum   RcmaniSy    nrhem 

Komam  infenfo  agmhie  pet  ens,  Spokto  magna  fuorum 

(lade  repulfus,  infigni fugd  fortt^  zcmen  fecit. 

The 
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The  Cathedral  is  almoft  entirely  built  of  mar-  Cathe- 
ble ;  they  Ihew  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  pretended   ^^  * 
to  have  been  made  by  St.  Luke.     A  pidlure,  by 
Guercino,  reprefenting  St.  Cecilia  and  two  monks,  Guercino. 
praying  to  the  Virgin,  who  appears  in  a  glory, 
which  is  infinitely  more  valuable  j  its  colouring  is 
good,  but  the  aerian  perfpedive  is  not  well  pre- 
ferved  in  the  glory.     The  Church  of  St.  Fillipo  <:/i  Church. 
Neri  contains  a  good  pifture  of  this  faint,  who  is 
invoking   the   Virgin ;    the    painter's    name    not 
known.     There  are  fome  palaces  here  alfo,  and 
feveral  other  churches,  but  we  are  too  much  fa- 
tigued  to  vifit  them.     They  told  us,  there  are 
antique  remains  of  a  temple  of  Jupiter,  in  the 
convent  of  St.  Andrea ;    and  of  a  temple  of  Mars^ 
in  the  church  of  St,  Jfacco^  but  we  have  not  feen 
them.     There  is  a  wonderful  aquedu6t  to  be  feen 
to-morrow  morning,  before  we  purfue  our  route; 
it  is  about  two  miles  from  hence.     We  are  tole- 
rably well  lodged  in  our  inn  •,  and  as  it  is  fummer, 
do  not  fuffer  much  by  the  v/ant  of  curtains  to  the 
beds.     Our  fare  confifts  of  pigeons,  ftrongly  re- 
fembling  crows,    and   plenty   of  fried    liver  and 
brains,  very  bad  foup,  with  gizzards  of  various 
birds  fwimming  therein;    in   fhort,    the  ham  and 
truffles  are  by  no  means  indifferent  to  us.     Good 
night. 


LET. 
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LETTER     XLVII. 


Serra- 
valle. 


CUtum- 
cus. 


Serravalle,  17th  of  May. 

THIS  morning  M went  on  horfeback 
from  Spoletto,  to  fee  the  famous  aque- 
dufl  two  miles  from  thence ;  it  conveys,  from  one 
hill  to  another  over  a  deep  valley,  two  confiderable 
bodies  of  water,  which  flow  upon  arches  built 
Jike  bridges ;  the  centre  is  a  double  arch,  one 
being  built  over  the  other,  the  height  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet ;  the  other  arches  gradually 
decline  in  height,  as  they  fprlng  from  the  floping 
fides  of  two  mountains,  the  water  being  thus  con- 
veyed to  the  town  of  Spoletto. 

When  we  had  completed  the  firil  poft  from 
Spoletto,  to  a  place  called  Vene,  we  turned  off  a 
few  paces  from  the  road,  to  fee  the  ruins  of  a 
beautiful  little  temple,  built  near  the  fource  of  the 
once  famous  river  Clitumnus  j  it  is  called  the 
Temple  of  Clitumnus*  fuppofed  to  have  been 
dedicated  to  that  river  god.  The  plan  is  an  ob- 
long fquare,  it  has  four  columns,  and  two  Co- 
rinthian pilaflers  -,  the  portico  is  vaulted  within  ; 
on  the  frizes  are  l?aJfo  relievos,  reprefenting  olive 
branches,  grapes,  and  leaves  finely  executed. 
The  two  centre  pillars  of  the  four  are  fculpted 

from 


[     299    ] 

(from  top  to  bottom,  defcriblng  laurel  leaves, 
placed  in  alternate  rows,  the  other  two  are  fluted 
'in  fpiral  lines  j  the  pediment  they  fupport  is  beau- 
tifully proportioned.  Its  two  entrances,  which 
were  at  each  end,  are  quite  in  ruins.  The  little 
room  in  the  interior  of  the  temple,  meafures  only- 
ten  feet  by  eight :  this  fmall  ediBce  is  built  of  an 
iron-grey  marble,  which  appears  to  have  been 
highly  polifhed. 

The  river  Clitumnus,  at  this  time  but  a  (hal- 
low brook,  runs  at  its  foot :  its  banks  were  for- 
imerly  famous  for  feeding  white  cattle  *,  which 
jPliny  attributes  to  the  effeds  of  the  water ;  be 
'that  as  it  may,  the  white  were  fought  for  facrifice, 
in  preference  to  every  other  colour,  as  the  moft 
acceptable  to  the  gods ;  v/hich  when  not  to  be 
feafily  had,  the  vidtims  were  rubbed  over  with 
ichalk.  We  obferved  many  oxen,  and  other  white 
'horned  cattle,  upon  its  banks,  which  I  was  deter- 
mined to  believe  the  defcendants  of  the  antique 
breed.  From  fome  poor  people  who  were  fifhing 
here,  I  bought  a  very  fine  trout,  and  a  large  filver 

*  On  the  cheerful  green 

The  grazing  flocks  and  lowing  herds  are  feen. 
The  warrior  horfe  here  bred,  is  taught  to  train, 
There  flows  Clitumnus  thro'  the  flow'ry  plain  ; 
Whofe  waves  for  triumphs  after  profp'rous  war. 
The  viftim  ox,  and  fnowy  flieep  prepare. — 

Dryden's  Tranflation  of  Virgil, 
Book  II.  of  the  Georgics. 

eel } 


I    SCO    -] 

eel ;  on  the  former  we  dined  well  at  Foligno,  and 
have  juft  fupped  on  the  latter;    for  Foligno  or 
Seravalle   afford  but  live  pigeons,  and  wretched 
fowls  alive  alfo,  whofe  exiftence  we  refolved  not  to 
ihorten,  to  gratify  the  luxury  of  dining  or  flip- 
ping.    But  to  return  to  our  route  from  Vene ;  we 
had  a  very  good  road  to  Foligno,  which  is  twelve 
miles  from  Spoletto,  and  one  hundred  from  Rome. 
On  each  fide  of  the  road,  our  view  was  of  a  rich 
country,    clofely  planted   with   white   mulberries, 
fycamores,    elms,    and  vines.      The  corn  grows 
between  the  rows  of  trees,  and  here  the  peafant's 
toil  is  rewarded  with  four  rich  harvefts ;  mulberry 
leaves  for    the  filk  worms,    the  mulberry  fruit, 
grapes,  and  corn.     Foligno  is  a  large  town,  but 
contains  nothing  curious  except  a  convent,  called 
La  Comtejfa,  where  are  fome  very  fine  piflures :   a 
RafFaello.  capital  one  by  Raffaello,    befpoke  of   that  great 
maftcr  by  Segifrdondo  di  Comitibus,  who  was  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Pope,  and   who  preiented   it   to  his 
niece,  then  in  this  convent  •,   it  reprefents  the  Vir- 
gin in  a  glory  feated  on  a  cloud,  fupported  by  the 
rainbow,  holding  the  infant  Jefus  in  the  midd  of 
cherubims  -,    below  appears  St.  John,  St.  Francis 
on  his  knees,  a  cardinal  in  the  fame  attitude,  afid 
admirably  well  done ;    a  St.  Jerome  fbanding  be- 
hind him  j    a  little  angel  in  the  centre,  who  holds 
with  both  hands  a  tablet,  but  without  any  infcrip- 
tion,     I   could  expatiate  for  an  hour  on  the  diffe- 
rent beauties  of  this  picture  j    the  Virgin  anfwers 
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recirdy  the  idea  I  have  formed  of  her ;    a  noble 
iimplicity,    blended  v/ith  perfeft  innocence,  and 
ipiety,  dwell  upon  her  face  j    grace,  dignity,  and 
complacence,  are  diiTufed  over  her  v;hole  perfon. 
CFhe  infant  appears  in  the  atdtude  of  ftruggling  to 
c  away  from  his  mother,  in  order  to  grant  the 
ayers  of  the  faints  below  ;  his  figure  is  animated, 
|nd  his  benign  countenance  feems  to  breathe  forth 
(divine  love.     The  St.   John   is   finely  done;    he 
appears  with  all  the  characlerifticks  of  his  forefl: 
-iieducation,  and  a  noble  firmnefs  of  mind  in  his 
countenance ;    the  colouring  is  rich  and  glowing, 
and  in  my  opinion  this  pidure  fhould  be  clafled 
'amongft  the  chef-d*<xuvres  of  Raffaello.     Our  fine 
road  now  ended,  and  we  again  afcended  and  de- 
'fcended  the  Appenines,  the  way  being  extremely 
•rough  and  rapid  in  many  places;    near  Seravalle 
the  mountains  feemed  clofing  upon  us,  Ihooting 
one  above  the  other,  till  they  rofe  far  above  the 
clouds,  and  the  road  extremely  narrow  and  wind- 
ing, when  all  at  once  the  little  fky  we  could  fee, 
grew  black,  the  thunder  rolled,  and  the  lightning 
.and  iiench  exceeded  that  of  yefterday  ;    the  whole 
artillery  of  Heaven  feemed  now  pointed  upon  this 
jiarrow  valley  :    with  much  difficulty  the  poftil- 
lions  kept   the  horfes   to  their   draught,  the  rain 
and  wind  beating  ftrong  againft  their  faces.     In 
about  an  hour  or  lefs  we  reached  this  mofl:  wretched 
of  all  villages ;    the  ftorm  continued  with  the  ut- 
mofl:  violence  between  five  and  fix  hours;  though 
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in  this  inn,  I  cannot  fay  we  were  in  flielter,  the 
llorm  and  rain  beating  through  and  through  the  ^W^''^ 
houfe  i  I  laid  myfelf  down  upon  the  ftaircafcj  ' 
which  is  of  very  rough  ftones,  and  expefled  every  i 
moment  the  houfe  to  come  level  with  the  ground: 
what  induced  me  to  chufe  the  ftaircafe  was,  that 
the  wall  v/as  arched  in  a  vault  over  head,  which 
made  me  think  it  the  moft  fecure  place.  The 
flench  of  the  fulphur  v^as  fuch,  and  the  clofe^H  •''^ 
nefs  of  the  air,  that  it  made  me  extremely  fick^'  ■""§ 
and  I  apprehended  the  being  fuffocated  at  every 

inflant.     M never  left  me  for  a  moment,  but 

kindly  endeavoured  to  confole  me,  by  affuring 
me  thefe  Horms  muft  be  common  araongft  the 
Appenines  j  that  the  people  of  the  houfe  did  not 
appear  much  terrified,  &c.  &c.  but  I  very  fre- 
quently could  not  hear  v/hat  he  faid,  fo  loud  was 
the  noife  of  the  thunder:  the  lightning  mean- 
time darting  all  about  us,  of  a  livid  blue  and 
■white  :  the  pofl-horfes  never  ceafed  fcreaming  and 
kicking  in  the  ftables :  at  length  it  ceafed. 

When  Ihad  recovered  from  my  fright  and  fick- 
nefs,  our  hoft  came,  and  was  ardent  to  know  what 
we  would  have  for  fupper ;  and  not  being  able  to 
get  rid  of  his  importunity,  I  recolledted  our  Cli- 
tumnus  eel,  which  I  ordered  to  be  dreffed,  and 
to  fend  up  whatever  he  had  in  the  houfe,  which, 
upon  inquiry,  proved  to  be  nothing  but  bread  and 
eggs.,  not  nezvly  laid.  I  mentioned  to  you  before, 
that  we  fpared  the  lives  of  the  old  fowls.     Our 
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ibed-chamber  has  cafements  to  it ;  the  walls  are 
white-waihed,  and  adorned  with  bad  pidures  of 
la  Santa  Cafa  and  Nojlra  Dama  di  Loretto-,  the 
beds  are  not  quite  fo  bad  as  many  we  have  already 
experienced,  and  I  expeft  to  ileep  profoundly ; 
but  firft  I  mud  mention  one  circumftance,  which 
is,  that  though  it  generally  thunders  every  day 
during  the  fummer  amongft  thefe  Appenines,  yet 
this  fcorm  was  fo  uncommonly  violent,  that  a 
lyoung  woman,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  helpers  in 
ithe  liable,  and  who  had  been  born  and  bred  in 
this  village,  was  fo  terrified,  that  (he  ran  along 
the  ftreet  in  the  midll  of  the  ftorm  to  her  mother's 
[Cottage  ;  thinking  in  her  fright  Ihe  fliould  be  more 
fecure  if  with  her  old  mama.  —  This  miferable 
village  is  in  a  manner  Ihut  in  amongft  Appenines 
heaped  on  Appenines,  fo  that  the  fun's  beams  are 
rarely  vifitants  here ;  but  clouds  and  fogs  ever 
ihover  over  the  mountains,  feldom  yielding  more 
than  a  kind  of  doubtful  light :  this  fo  much  fur- 
pafTes  a  romantic  fituation,  that  one  may  pro- 
nounce it,  a  long  and  narrow  pit,  big  with  horror, 
M calls  it  a  thunder-cup. 

Loretto,  May  the  19th.  Here  we  fafely  arrived 
yefterday  in  the  evening,  having  pafTed  over 
nothing  but  mountains,  and  traced  the  brinks  of 
dreadful  precipices,  whofe  perpendicular  fides 
were  furnifhed  with  vaft  craggy  rocks,  whilft 
mountain-torrents  roar  loudly  at  their  feet :  this 

fort 
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fort  of  road  continued  more  or  lefs  alarming,  till 
a  little  before  we  reached  Loretto.  Near  Tolen- 
tino,  palrt  of  our  carriage  broke,  and  we  were 
detained  above  an  hour  to  have  it  mended : 
through  the  kind  providence  of  the  almighty  God 
we  received  no  hurt;  and  happy  was  it  for  us,  that 
we  were  fo  near  a  town  when  this  accident  hap- 
pened. Tolentino  is  thirty  miles  from  Loretto ; 
there  is  nothing  remarkable  to  be  feen  there. 
Macerata,  which  is  twelve  miles  from  thence,  is 
built  on  the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  from  whence 
the  Adriatic  is  plainly  difcernible.  About  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  Macerata,  after  having 
pafTed  over  a  very  long  wooden  bridge,  Vv'hich 
crofles  the  river  Potenza,  are  fome  veftiges  of  the 
Recina.  ruined  town  of  Recina :  fome  remains  of  a  theatre 
are  here  faid  to  be  difcernible,  but  we  did  not  ftop 
to  fee  them.  From  Macerata  to  San  Buchetto, 
the  face  of  the  country  improved  upon  us  very 
much,  is  well  cultivated,  and  planted  with  mul- 
berry trees,  i^c.  From  San  Buchetto  to  Loretto, 
which  is  the  lafl  poft,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
afcent  and  defcenr,  but  more  of  the  former  than 
the  latter ;  the  road  is  tolerable,  and  very  near 
Loretto  is  perfeftly  good.  From  Foligno  to  this 
town  is  about  fifty-five  miles,  fo  that  Loretto  is 
nearly  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Rome. 
When  within  two  or  three  miles  of  this  town,  the 
road  is  infefted  by  fturdy  boys  and  girls  half  naked, 
who  purfue  travellers  begging,  finging,  dancing, 
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running,  and  tumbling  over  and  over ;  their 
numbers  and  clamour  increafe,  till  happily  gaining 

[■^  the  town,  they  difperfe.  It  is  but  juft  to  confels 
at  the  fame  time,  that  they  are  the  moll  compli- 
mental  beggars  in  the  world ;  for  when  tumbling 
fails  to  excite  your  charity,  they  proftrate  them- 
felves,  and  kils  the  ground  you  are  about  to  pafs 
over,  invoking  your  beneficence,  and  giving  you 
all  the  titles  of  dignity  they  ever  heard  of;  and  if 
thofe  fail,  then  they  give  you  iome  of  their  own 

"'  invention,  as  for  example  to   M Felice  fpofo 

della  Madonna  j  to  me  Eccelkntijfima  Madonna.  On 
the  road  coming  into  Loretto,  we  overtook  two 
pilgrims  ;  one  was  drefild  in  a  pilgrim's  habit,  of 
pale  olive- green  luteftring,  ornamented  with  fcol- 
lop  Ihelis;  he  was  a  young  flout  looking  man, 
with  red  hair  tied  behind  in  a  ribbon-,  he  appears 

f  to  me  to  be  a  Scotch  Gentleman:  he  endeavoured 
to  conceal  himfelf  as  much  as  pofTible  from  our 
obfervation,  and  was  particularly  anxious  to  pre- 
vent our  feeing  his  face,  Thfe  other  pilgrim  v/as 
a  poor  old  prieft,  who  was  employed  in  dragging 
along  a  very  large  wooden  crofs  -,  however,  there 
was  a  litrle  wheel  faftened  to  the  end  of  it,  to  . 
lighten  the  draft  •,  thefe  two  perfonages  were  not 
in  company  with  each  other. 

Loretto  is  fituated  on  a  plain,  at  the  top  of  a  Loretto. 
mountain ;    it  has   a  clean,    deferted,    and    bleak 
look:   the  houfes  make  but  a  very  mean  appear- 
ance-,  the  principal  flreet  confiits,  for  the  mod: 
Vol.  II.  X  part, 
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part,  of  fmall  fliops,  in  which  are  fold  little  elfc 
befides  beads  for  rofarles,  gold  and  filver  orna- 
ments for  the  fame,  worked  in  fillagree,  fmall 
brafs  bells,  much  bought  by  the  country  people, 
as  prcfervatives  againft  thunder  and  lightning, 
brown  paper  caps  to  cure  the  head-ach,  and  broad 
ribbons  vvi;h  the  eliigies  oi  NoJiraDama  dl  Loretio, 
painted  on  tl  e  n,  to  be  worn  by  women  in  child- 
birth. 

The  inn  is  very  indifferent  and  dirty;  they 
fcrved  us  in  the  dirciell  pewter  plates  I  ever  faw, 
and  grealy  trenchers.  The  provifions  confified  of 
very  ftale  fifli,  ragoued  in  oil,  and  highly  feafoned 
with  p^arlicL  oeafe  rag-oued  alio,  and  cabbag-e:  but 
all  was  To  difgufting,  that  we  were  obliged  to  feed 
'upon  fome  very  bad  cheefe^  and  the  bread,  it  be- 
ing a  fad  day.  Was  plentifully  feafoned  with  cori- 
ander and  annife-feed,  which  to  me  is  very  dif- 
agreeable.  Our  beds  were  tolerable,  and  we  flepc 
well.  We  have  employed  this  morning  in  viewing 
the  Santa  Cafa,  i^c.  1  he  church,  which  contains 
Hoi/  the  Holy  Houfe,  is  very  large ;  the  piazza  before 
iloufe.  jj.  j^Qj..  ygj.  n^^rly  finillied ;  the  architedure  of  the 
church  is  neither  beautiful  nor  remarkable;  the 
door  of  entrance  is  of  bronze,  fculpted  in  bajfo 
relievo  -,  the  fubjedl  relates  to  Adam  and  Eve, 
Cain  and  Abel,  ^c.  and  are  not  ill  executed.  To- 
wards the  further  end  of  the  church  is  found  la 
Santijfup.a  Cafa^  built  of  a  kind  of  Hone,  which 
exadly  refembks  biick;   the  ouifide  is  incrufted 
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vith  marble,  as  a  cafe  for  it :  this  cafing  is  loaded 

('ith  various  ornaments  of  fculpture,  all  heavy  and 

il  done.     They  tell   you,  that   the   Hones  with 

^hich   this  houfe  is  buik  never  wear,    although 

libbed  and  fcraped  continually  by  the  pilgrims ; 

"t   the   marble  pavement,    which  is  modern,    is 

xtremely  worn  by  their  knees,  continually   trail- 

g  theinfelves  round  and  round  it,  one  after  the 

her.     As  I  was  looking  up  at  the  architecture, 

iid  not  attending  to  my  footing,   I  made  a  faux 

|j-,  and  Humbling,  tumbled  over  a  tturdy  female 

jlgrim,  v/ho  was  proceeding  on  her  knees,  faying 

Ir  prayers,  and  in  a  great  heat  and  fweat;  I  could 

It  help  laughing,  and  I  begged  her  pardon  with 

ti  bell  grace  I  could,  the  other  pilgrims  laughed 

ab,  at  the  oddity  of  the  accident;  the  woman  was 

f  prifed,  but  not  angry.     The  Santa  Cafa  is  fur- 

rinded    with  a   great    number  of  filver   lamps 

( :ry  thin},  which  burn  conftantly.     In  the  inte- 

riiir  is  placed   the   miraculous   image,    with  the 

irint  Jefus :    the  Virgin  is   made  of  cedar,  but 

i/ing  been  in  a  fire,  from  which  it  was  miracu- 

clly  preferved,   is  as  black    as  a  coal.     She  is 

lifiTed  in  a  very  bad  tafte,  with   a  farthingale,   or 

•1  fafhioned  hoop-petticoat:  the  outfide  garment 

s  old  or  filver  Huff,  I  am  not  clear  which  ;  Die  is 

'^'Miich  a  cloud  of  fmoke,   proceeding  from   the 

ps,  that  I  could   not  be  certain;    you  are  not 

mitted  to  touch  her.    She  had  feveral  crochets  of 

iionds,  rcachins  from  t!ie  top  of  her  ftomacher 

X  2  down 
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down  to  the  hem  of  her  petticoat,    but  they  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  compored  of  a  great  mixtufel 
of  {tones,  none  of  any  great  value,  and  many  very 
indifferent;    I  faw  none  fo   fine,   or  fo  large,  as 
fome  belonging  to  the  dutchefs  of  Montilibretti  ar  : 
Rome:    ihe  wears   a  triple  crown  fet  wi'-h jewel? 
and  a  black  gauze  veil ;  flie  has  new  clothes  everj 
year,  and  her  veil,   when   Ihe  puts  it  off,  is  cii 
into  fmall  pieces,    and  fold,    or  given  to  devou 
perfons,  and  genteel  pilgrims,  as  a  charm  againi  : 
witchcraft.     As  to  the  coloured  precious  ftone: 
they  are   by  no  means  good,  being  for  the  mamm 
part   clouded    and  flreaky,    and    many    of   theiC:!) 
no   better    than   the  root   of  emerald,    amethyllk 
ruby,  i:$c.     Here   are  fome  lamps  of  fine  goilllrau 
but  extremely  thin.     Several  votive  gifts,  prefentJmir, 
by  various  princes  and  great  people,  decorate  tiiian 
image ;  fuch  as   hearts,    chains  of  gold  fet  wjiii 
precious  ftones,  crucifixes,  i^c. ;    in  particular.iHtt.T 
itatue  of  an   angel,  fliewn  for  gold,    but  whldcj 
appears  to  me  to  be  filVer  gilt;  he  is  in  a  kneeliirb; 
pofture  to  the  Virgin,  and  offers  a  goJd,   or  iliitrcia 
heart,    fet   with   diamonds,    rubies^    and   peaicflieri 
This  (latue  was  prefented  to  the  Virgin,  by  Jaili-fjUit, 
the  Second's  Queen  of  England,  who  was  of  flsiciiij 
houfe  of  Efte,  in  order  that  the  Virgin  in  rellso  or 
might  give  her  in  exchange  a  fon  ;  her  gift  iriicj  t 
accepted,  her  requeft  was  ^r^/z/t'c/,  and  fhe  prodili^fpip^, 
the  Pretender.     On  the  other  fide  of  the  Vif 
is  a  like  llatue ;  this  is  of  filver,  was  prefentfj 


•the  fame  time,  and  offers  a  heart  in  the  like  man- 
ner ;   the  gift  of  Laura,  widow  of  Alphonfus  tiie 
Fourth,  duke  of  i.'iodena,  and  mother  of  James 
the  Second's  Qiieen.     Here  is  alfo  another  filver 
angel,   prefenting  Louis  the  Fourteenth  (who  is 
made  of  gold)  upon  a  cufhion  :,  they  told  us,  this 
golden  infant  was  made  exadly  of  the  fame  weight 
with  the  living  infant  when  juft  born.     The  nich 
in  which  the  Virgin  is  placed,  is  lined  with  filver, 
and  ornamented  with  gold  -,   but  I  fufpefl  many  of 
the  plates  that  a{}pear  to  be  gold,  to  be  no  more 
than  filver  gilt.     The  door-cafe,   and  architraves 
of  the  v^indow,  are  ornamented  vv'ith  plates  of  the 
fame  metal :  it  was  by  this  window  that  the  angel 
•Gabriel  entered  to  falute  the  Virgin.     There  is  a 
,iine  altar  at  her  fcQt,  and   before  it  a  filver  balu- 
ftradc,    which   feparates    this   San^um   San^lorum 
•from  the  reft  of  the  hcufe,  which  in  fize  is  no  more 
than  thirty  itet  by  thirteen,  and  about  eighteen 
high.      The  canons  who  fhew   this  place,    were 
extremely  polite  and  obliging  to  us ;    they  admit- 
ted us  behind  the  fancluary  to  the  holy  chimney 
or  hearth,    which    is   exadly  beneath   the   nitch 
wherein  the  Virgin  ftands,  and  in  which  fire-place 
or  hearth  is  a  trunk  that  belonged  to  her :    here 
they  Ihewed  us  the  Santijfima  Scodella  or  porringer, 
which  is  of  coarfe  blackifh  earthen-ware,  broke  in 
two    or    three   places,    and   ftuck   together  with 
maftic  J   this  they  afiert  to  be  the  fame  in  which 
the  pap  was  made  for  the  infant  Jefus  i  the  canon 

^  3  P^r- 
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permitted  me  to  take  it  in  my  hand,  which  was  a 
prodigious  favour,  and  I  defircd  him  to  (hake 
about  in  it  fome  rofaries,  chaplets,  i^c.  which  I 
had  purchafcd  to  prefent  to  fome  Roman  Catholic 
friends  in  France,  and  I  begged  him  to  do  every 
thing  by  them,  which  fhould  render  them  /;ci'r^- 
ordinary  efficacious  ;  fo  they  have  been  (hook  about 
in  the  porringer,  rubbed  to  the  holy  walls,  and  to 
the  image  and  all;  he  could  not  help  Imiling  at 
my  requeft.  There  are  but  eight  canons,  they  are 
the  only  gentlemen  that  inhabit  this  city,  here 
alfo  is  a  widow  lady,  a  maichionefs,  *  *  *  * 
«*****.  ^\-^Q  other  cicizens  are  all 
common  and  poor  people. 

We  were  much  difappointed  at  the  fight  of  the 
treafury  ;  the  treafures  they  keep  ihut  up  in  preffes, 
?ind  are  by  no  means  very  valuable:  here  you  find 
a  few  indifferent  cameos  ;  the  gems  in  general,  and 
in  particular,  are  but  a  paltry  co!le£lion.  The 
famous  pearl  appears  to  be  formed  of  three  or 
four  grown  together;  ir:  is  a  misfhapen  mafs,  not 
fine,  though  they  have  helped  it  here  and  there 
\yith  fome  colouring,  in  order  to  induce  the  faith- 
fill  to  fancy  they  difcovcr  a  rude  reprefentation  of 
the  Virgin  feated  upon  a  cloud. 

Her  fcarlet  camlet  gown,  which  fhe  wore  v/hen 
the  angel  Gabriel  appeared  to  her,  is  inclofed 
with  great  care  in  a  glafs-cafe. 

The 
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--  TIiv  piflures  are  all  very  indifferent,  excepting  Annibal 
Cwo;  one  of  which  is  by  Annibal  Carrachi,  and  ^^'^^^^^' 
reprefents  the  nativity  of  the  Virgin.  The  other, 
is  attributed  to  Raliaello;  the  figure  of  the  Vir-  RafFacIIo. 
gin  is  faulty,  her  head  not  being  well  placed  on 
her  fhoulders,  but  the  infant  is  fo  well  done,  and 
fo  natural,  that  at  the  firft  view  it  appears  like  a 
livi-^g  child  ;  the  keeping  and  clare  obfcure  being 
admirably  conducted.  They  told  us,  that  lord 
Exeter  would  have  given  them  fixteen  hundred 
pounds  fterling  for  this  pidure.  We  were  offered 
a  fight  of  the  cellars,  which  they  faid  contained 
one  hundred  and  forty  very  large  tons  of  wine  •, 
out  of  one  of  the  tons  may  be  drav/n  three  forts  of 
wine  from  the  fame  fpicket,  but  we  declined  vifit- 
ing  them.  Here  is  a  Speziale^  or  apothecary's 
fliop,  where  all  forts  of  common  drugs,  particu- 
larly ointment:;^  Venice  treacle,  plafters,  &c.  are  pro- 
vided for  the  ufe  of  the  pilgrims  gratis :  here  is 
alio  a  great  number  of  large  gally-pots  of  fine 
earthen- ware,  painted  by  Kaftaello  and  Giulio  RafFsello. 
Romano,  w-ell  v/orth  the  attention  of  tlie  curious.  p'lL,, 
The  prieft  who  fliewed  us  the  Santa  Cafa  was  (o 
obliging,  as  to  prefent  me  with  fome  morfels  of 
Nojlra  Dama\  black  veil  of  laft  y-ear  (luck  upon 
a  paper,  figned  and  fealed,  i^^c.  as  indubitable 
atteftations  of  the  identity  of  the  faid  veil,  Gfc. 
The  great  reputation  of  the  Santa  Cafa,  has  much 
declined  within  thefe  few  years,  from  a  lack  of 

X  4  devotion 
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devotion  in  mankind ;  our  conductor,  and  fonie 
other  holy   men   we    converfed  with,   owned   the 
Virgin  had  not  received  a  gift  of  value.from  any 
prince  or  crowned  head,  for  thefe  fixty  years  paft; 
and  that  few  pilgrims  came  now,  compared  with 
the  numbers  that  ufed  to  vifit  Loretto  fome  years 
pad  :  it  is  remarkable,  that  this  day,  one  of  the 
firfl:  in  the  year  for  the  arrival  of  pilgrims,   we  faw 
no   more    than    twelve    of  them    enter   Loretto. 
About  ten  pilgrims   on  an   average  yearly  arrive 
from  England,  where  the  people  of  Loretto  be- 
lieve thofe  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  ftick 
v.p  more  ftridtly  to   the  principles  of  their  faith, 
than  do  thofe  of  France  or  Italy;  and  I  join  them 
in  opinion.     They  afTured  us,  that  for  many  years 
pad,  fcarce  any  great  people  had   performed  the 
journey  j    and  added,  ibeir  pilg^'image  need  not  be 
conjidered  by  them  as.  very  -painful^  as  they  might  per- 
form it  in  a  pofi-chaife,  or  otherwife^  provided  they 
walk  hit  a  little^  when  the  weather  proved  favour- 
able.     Pilgrims  are  fed  and  lodged  gratis  on  the 
road,  and  during  their  (lay  in  the  town.     Thofe 
we  faw  were    all    common  people,    fturdy,  lazy 
vagabonds,  who,  preferring  floth  and  idlenefs  to 
labour  and  induflry,  fet  out  on  what  they  call  a 
pilgrimage,  as  it  cofts  them  nothing;  and  I  make 
no  doubt,  fail  not  to  pilfer  what  they  can  on  their 
route  :  I  fhould  be  as  much  afraid  to  meet  a  poffe 
pf  thefe  pilgrims,  as  to  encounter  a  band  of  rob- 
bers 
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hers  in  a  lonely  place.  The  Adriatic  Sea  is  but 
one  mile  from  the  city,  and  were  not  the  Turks 
perfuaded  the  treafures  of  Loretto  would  not  fuff^r 
ciently  reward  their  trouble,  it  feems  probable 
they  might  land  and  take  the  town,  porringer^ 
fanta  cafa^  treafury,  and  all  its  trumpery,  with 
the  greatell  eafe. 

To-morrow  morning  we  depart  for  Bologna ; 
our  journey  from  Rome  has  hitherto  been  to  me  a 
painful  pilgrimage,  I  afliire  you ;  and  my  expec- 
tation here  thoroughly  difappointed. 

P.  S.  If  you  fliould  be  Hill  curpus  in  regard  to 
the  Santa  Cafa,  I  have  provided  myfelf  with  a 
book,  containing  various  views  of  it,  its  treafures, 
its  journey  through  the  clouds,  its  conveyance  by 
angels,  its  nightly  flights  from  region  to  region? 
which  you  fhall  lludy  at  your  leifure,  if  you  chufe 
it.  The  annual  landed  revenue  of  the  holy  houfe 
amounts  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  flerling :  no 
bad  hroth  for  their  •porringer. 

Enclofed  you  have  a  letter  from  father  Gilli- 

brand,  an  Englilh  Jefuit  at  Loretto,  to  M , 

to  fatisfy  his  inquiries  in  »-egard  to  the  holy  houfe. 
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"  Dear  Sir,  Loretto,  sillMay,  1771. 

*'  I  Tried  feveral  methods  to  tranfcribe  the  fliort 
**  hiftory  you  defined ;    but  finding  it   impof- 

"  fible,  on  account  of  fome  oil  fpik  upon  the 
*'  ftone,  was  obliged  to  fend  you  a  tranflation  of 
'*  it  from  the  Latin,  found  in  an  ancient  MS. 
"  of  the  Auguftinian  library  at  Rome,  and  con- 
"  fronted  with  one  of  Taremani;  bearing  date 
"  1460.  The  accuracy  of  mine,  you  will  find, 
"  upon  comparing  it  with  the  French,  to  be  met 
*'  with  in  a  fmall  French  book  I  gave  to  Mr.  Ful- 
"  larton,   to  whom  my  grateful  refpe6ls,  as  alfo 

"  to  Mr. ,  lady,  family,  ^c.  yea,  to  all  the 

"  Englilh  there." 

Afuccin5l  Account  of  the  miraculous  Conveyance  of  the 
Blejfed  Virgin  Marfs  liouje^  from  Nazareth  to 

Loretto. 

"  THE  chapel  of  Loretto  was  the  houfe  of  the 
*'  BlefTed  Virgin  Mary,  mother  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
"  Chrift,  and  flood  in  a  city  of  Galilee,  called 
"  Nazareth,  in  which  the  BlefTed  Virgin  herfelf 
*'  was  born,  brought  up,  and  faluted  by  the  angel; 
^'  in  which  alfo  fhe  bred  her  fon  Jefus  Chrift 
^'  unto  the  age  of  twelve  years.  After  Chrifl's 
"  afcenfion,  the  apoftles  and  dilciples,  refleding 
"  on  the  many  divine  myfteries  wrought  in  the 
^'  faid  houfe,  decreed  by  common  confent  to  con- 
9  "  fecrats 
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«  fecrate  it  into  a  chapel,  and  dedicate  it  in  honour 

J'*  and  memory  of  the  Blefled  Virgin  Mary,  which 

?'  they  accordingly  did,   and  in  it  had  divine  fer- 

."  vice.     St.  Luke  the  Evangelifl:  is  laid  to  have 

■;.*'  made  an  image  of  the  Blefied  Virgin,  which  is 

^*  kept  there  to  this  day  -,  the  people  of  thofe  parts 

f^  had   it  in  great  honours   and   devotions,  while 

"  they  were  Chriftians ;    but  no  fooner  did  they 

♦.'  embrace    the    Mahometan    religion,    than   the 

'  f  angels  conveyed  it  to  a  caftle,  called  Fiuene,  in 

*'  Sclavonia-,  yet  not  being  honoured  there  as  it 

I    f^  0U2ht,  the  angels   carried  it  over  the  fea,  and 

"  fixed  it  in  a  v/ood  belonging  to  a  noble  woman, 

f  called  Laurata  of  Recanati,  whence  it  takes  the 

*'  name  of  our  Lady  of  Loretto :  but  many  rob- 

*'  beries  and  murders  being  committed,  by  reafon 

**  of  the  great  concourfe  of  nations  to  fee  it,  the 

*'  angels  ag-ain  removed  it  to  a  neighbouring  hill 

f  belonging  to   two  brothers,    who   falling   out 

f  about  the  prefents  made  to  it,  caufed  the  angels 

f  once  more  to  remove  it  to  the  high-road,  where 

"  it  now  (lands  without  foundations,  attended  by 

''  many  figns,  wonders,  and  favours. 

*'  The  people  of  P».ecanati  came  to  examine  it, 
'?  and  finding  it  lb,  were  afraid  of  its  falling,  and 
f  therefore  caufed  it  to  be  fupported  by  a  more 
f  fubftantial  wall,  and  well  founded,  as  is  feen  to 
^'  this  day.  During  all  this,  no  one  could  be  met 
*'  with,  to  give  any  account  of  its  origin,  or  how 
?*  it  came  there,  until  the  BlefTed  Virgin  herfelf 

*'  appeared 
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**  appeared  to  an  a2;ed  perfon,  devoted  to  her 
"  fervice,  and  revealed  to  him  the  whole,  in  the 
*'  year  of  our  Lord  1296.  He  divulged  it  imme- 
"  diately  to  fcveral  prudent  men,  who,  bent  upon 
5'  knowing  the  truth,  feleded  fixteen  notable 
^'  fworn  men,  to  vilit  the  holy  fepulchre,  and  the 
'*  city  of  Nazareth  :  thefe  taking  the  meafure  of 
^'  the  faid  chapel,  found  its  foundations  left  at 
5'  Nazareth,  to  correfpond  to  a  hair,  with  an 
*f  infcription  upon  a  neighbouring  wall,  fetting 
*.*  forth,  that  there  had  been  fuch  a  houle  there, 
*'  but  that  it  was  vanifhed  they  did  not  know 
**  where  •,  the  aforefaid  fixteen  men  attefted  all 
"  this  to  be  true,  upon  oath.  From  that  time 
"  forward,  all  Chriftian  people  had,  and  have  a 
f^  great  veneration  for  it,  fince  the  Blefled  Virgin 
-'^  Mary  has,  and  does  favour  it  y/ith  innumerable 
"  miracles  daily,  as  experience  fhews. 

"  Here  was  a  hermit,  called  brother  Paul  dc 
"  Sylve,  who  lived  in  a  hut  in  the  wood,  not  far 
*^  from  the  chapel,  and  went  to  it  every  morning 
<'  to  recite  the  divine  office.  He  was  a  man  of  a 
*'  very  abftemious  and  fanflified  life,  and  faid, 
"  now  about  ten  years  ago,  that  upon  the  feaft  of 
"  the  nativity  of  the  Blefied  Virgin,  viz.  the  eighth 
"  of  September,  two  hours  before  day,  and  the 
"  wind  blowing  clear,  he  faw  a  bright  light  de- 
*'  fcend  from  heaven  upon  the  faid  chapel,  about 
f'  twelve  feet  in  height,  and  fix  in  breadth;  it 
!!  difappeared  as  foon  as  it  came  to  the  chapel ; 

"  this, 
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"  this,  he  Taid,  was  the  Blefltrd  Virgin  that  came 
*'  there  on  her  feaft. 

"  To  render  all  this  the  more  credible,  two 
"  worthy  men  of  this  town,  the  one  called  Paul 
"  Renalduece,  and  the  other  Francis,  alias  Prior, 
*'  have  often  attelled  the  fame  to  me,  the  provofl: 
*'  of  Teremani,  and  governor  of  this  church. 
"  The  firft  afnrmed,  that  his  grandfather's  grand- 
**  father  faw  the  angels  carry  it  acrofs  the  fea,  and 
"  place  it  in  that  wood  ;  and  that  he,  with  feveral 
"  others,  had  often  vifited  it  in  the  fame  wood: 
**  the  fecond,  who  was  then  one  hundred  and 
*'  twenty  years  of  age,  often  told  me,  that  he 
"  himfelf  had  vifited  it  in  that  wood  ;  he  alfo  faid 
"  to  many  other  creditable  people,  that  his  grand- 
**  father  had  a  houfe  in  that  wood,  in  which  he 
**  lived,  and  v/as  tenant  to  the  laid  chapel  •,  but 
'*  that  it  was  carried  away,  and  placed  upon  the 
**  hills  of  the  two  brothers  as  aforefaid,  during  his 
"  own  time.     So  ends  the  flory. 

"  I  believe  I  could  cite  a  hundred  that  have 
"  written  in  defence  of  the  above,  and  only  five 
*'  or  fix  againft  it :  but  the  oddnels  of  its  circum- 
"  fiances,  as  evident  to  fenfe,  have  greater  in- 
**  fluence  with  me,  than  all  authority.  It  could 
*'  not  be  built  in  one  night,  fo  as  to  look  a  thou- 
'*  fand  years  old  next  morning.  It  is  built  with- 
"  out  a  foundation  (a  thing  never  done  before 
"  or  fince  to  any  other  houfe),  and  yet  has  flood 
*'  even  here  near  five  hundred  years,  with  walls 

"  near 
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near  half  a  foot  out  of  the  perpendicular,  and 
wood  in  the  walls  as  hard  as  ever,  yea,  a  beain 
under  everybody's  feet  has  outlailed  marble 
floors.  The  walls  are  of  fione,  cut  out  of  the 
living  rock,  of  a  fort  not  to  be  found  in  Italy^ 
but  only  in  a  quany  yet  exilling  near  Nazareth; 
it  is  not  fupported  by  any  thing,  and  never  was 
yet  repaired  :  fails  are  ftubborn  proofs,  and 
can  never  ply  to  prejudice.  Excule  the  liberty 
of  declaring  my  fentiments,  and  reft  afilired  of 
my  being  in  every  thing  elfe,  dear  Sir, 

"  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

*'  R.  Gilhbrand/* 


"  P.  S.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  where  you 
"  are,  and  how  you  are,  from  any  part  of  the! 
«  globe." 


LET- 
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LETTER    XLVIII. 


Ancona,  May  the  20th,   1771. 

J  AST  night  I  fent  a  letter  for  you  to  the  poft  -, 
-*— ^  as  every  ftep  we  now  take  brings  us  nearer  to 
you,  my  letters  will  reach  you  in  more  frequent 
fucceffion.  We  have  been  this  morning  to  fee  the 
famous  triumphal  arch,  erefted  in  honour  of  the 
Emperor  Trajan,  his  wife,  and  fifler.  Its  fitua- 
tion  is  upon  an  eminence  above  the  IVlole,  and 
mull  make  a  fine  appearance  when  viewed  from 
fhe  fea,  being  built  of  marble  of  Paros,  of  a  beau- 
tiful kind,  and  full  of  fiiining  particles,  which 
glitter  in  the  fun :  it  is  in  good  prefervation, 
though  in  fo  expofed  a  fituation  j  and  before  it 
was  fpoiled  of  its  bronze  flatues,  trophies,  &c^ 
muft  have  been  a  mod  noble  monument  of  Roman 
magnificence.  From  this  arch  there  is  a  fine  view 
of  the  Adriatic  and  the  coaft.  The  Mole,  when 
completed,  will  be  a  ftupendous  work ,  it  is  car- 
ried on  folely  by  the  gallcy-flavcs ;  the  cement 
ufed  in  the  buildins;  is  Pouzolane,  brought  in  boats 
from  Puozzoli  and  the  coails  of  Baia  :  we  do  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  lie  by  here,  although  De 
Lalande  mentions  fome  pictures  in  the  church  •,  fo 
Ihall  depart  as  foon  as  the  poft-horfes  are  ready, 

and 
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and  prefs  forward  to  reach  Bologna  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  This  fea-port  is  not  an  ugly  town;  the 
fituation  is  eligible,  and  the  people  appear  more 
induftrious,  richer,  cleaner,  and  happier  than  in 
moft  other  Italian  towns ;  I  except  the  great  capi- 
tals :  the  caufes  of  this  difference  are  felf-evident, 
viz.  toleration  of  all  religions,  and  a  permifllon  to 
people  of  every  nation  to  fettle  here:  it  is  moft 
remarkable,  that  this  place  fhould  belong  to  the 
Holy  See,  and  yet  enjoy  fuch  privileges.  On  one 
of  the  gates  of  the  town  is  this  infcription, 

Alma  fides,  proceres^  vejiram  qua  condidit  urhemi 
Gaudet  in  hoc,  focid  vivere  pace,  loco. 

On  this  coaft  they  take  a  moft  extraordinary 
fpecies  of  fifti,  which  are  generally  fent  to  Rome 
and  much  efteemed  there ;  they  are  found  enclofed 
in  ftones;  have  a  difgufting,  naked,  and  raw 
appearance ;  and  refemble  more  a  kind  of  clear 
tranfparent  flefli  than  fiih  :  I  believe  the  high  efti- 
mation  they  are  held  in,  arifes  more  from  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  them,  than  from  any  other 
reafon,  as  v/e  thought  them  but  very  indifferent 
eating.  The  horfcs  are  ready,  fo  adieu  for  the 
prefenc. 


Rimini,   12  o'clock  at  night. 

This  has  been  a  hard  day's  journey,  and  though- 
tired,  I  refume  my  pen  for  you  :  we  have  come 
to-day  eight  pofts  and  a  half>  which  is  about  fixty- 


[      321      ] 

feven  miles,  and  did  not  leave  Ancona  as  early  as 
"we  iliould  have  done ;  the  viewing  the  arch  and 
mole  took  us  up  fome:  time,  and  accounts  for  our 
late  arrival  at  this  town  :  half  our  road  lay  clofe 
to  the  fea  fide,  and  fometimes  a  little  in  the  fea 
till  we  reached  Pefaro.  The  prolpecl  is  very 
agreeable  the  whole  v/ay ;  on  one  fide  the  Adria- 
tic, and  on  the  other  a  fertile  country  well  culti- 
vated and  well  peopled.  Sinegalia,  Fano,  and 
Pefaro  are  places  noted  in  hiftory,  but  do  not 
contain  any  very  remarkable  antiquities,  pidlureSj 
^c.  Cur  road  lay  over  great  part  of  the  Flami- 
nian  way,  which  terminates  with  this  town.  It 
is  famous  in  antiquity  for  being  the  firft  place  that 
Csfar  poflefled  himfelf  of  after  he  had  pafTed  the 
Rubicon.  On  entering  it,  we  paffed  under  a 
famous  triumphal  arch  of  Auguftus ;  this  place  is 
now  an  inconfiderable  fea-port.  Good  night,  to- 
morrow we  hope  to  reach  Bologna. 

May  2  2,  Bologna.     Here  we  fafely  arrived  lall  Bologna^ 
night,    after   a   long   day's  journey  •,    at   leaft   1 
thought  it  fo,  the  hot  weather  greatly  augmenting 
the  fatigue  of  travelling.      We  quitted   Rimini 
yefterday  morning,  and  paiTcd  the  river  Mareccia, 
over  the  beautiful   marble  antique  bridge,  com-  Antique 
pofed  of  five  arches  cf  equal  dimenfions.     From  ^^^'^g^* 
Rimini  our  road  lay  through  Santa  Giiftina,  and 
we  croiTed  a  river  called   the  Lufo.     Savignano  is 
a  fmall  village  a  few  miles  from  thence:  leaving 
this  place,    we  eroded  another  river,  called  the 

Vol.  II.  y  Fiume- 
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Fiumefino :  but  the  moft  remarkable  of  the  many 
rivers  that  cut  this  road,  is  the  Pifatello  or  Rubi- 
con, the  ancient  and  famous  Rubicon^  which  at  this 
day  is  but  a  very  inconfiderable  ftream.  Cefano 
our  next  poft  is  a  pretty  little  town,  fituated  at  the 
foot  of  a  mountain  :  this  place,  as  alfo  Forli  and 
Faenza,  are  all  mentioned  in  hiftory.  Before  we 
reached  Forli,  we  pafTed  through  Ravenna  alfo, 
where  we  experienced  the  truth  of  what  is  faid 
concerning  the  badnefs  of  the  water,  as  well  as 
of  its  fcarcity  •,  they  boil  it,  in  order  to  make  it 
wholefome,  and  it  is  fo  thick  from  the  numbers 
of  animalcula  contained  in  it,  that  it  is  necelTary  to 
flrain  it  alfo  -,  after  all  this  cookery  it  (links  abo- 
minably :  the  wine  is  excellent,  richer  than  Cy- 
prus :  the  people  of  this  place  look  (hockingly  ill; 
they  are  of  a  kind  of  lead-colour.  When  we 
changed  horfes,  we  obferved  the  poft-boys  had 
brought  water  with  them,  to  exchange  for  an 
equal  quantity  of  wine,  from  the  former  polt- 
houfe,  which  was  done  in  our  prefence.  Imola  is 
famous  for  having  produced  feveral  celebrated 
perfons  and  excellent  poets,  one  of  whom  is  now 
alive  and  refides  there,  the  ingenious  Count  Ca- 
millo  Zampieri.  We  palTed  rivers  fo  frequently 
in  our  road  from  Rimini  hither,  that  it  grew 
at  lad  extremely  tirefome,  otherwife  the  road  is 
good. 

The  moment  our   arrival  was   known  though 
pad  eight  o'clock  at  night,  feveral  of  our  Bologna 

friends 
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friends  called  upon  us,  and  others  fent  us  the 
moft  obliging  meflages;  we  can  never  forget,  nor 
fail  to  acknowledge,  the  very  friendly  and  kind 
manner  in  which  we  were  at  all  times  treated  by 
the  Bolognefe  families  in  general,  and  in  particu- 
lar by  our  much  efteemed  friend  the  Vice- 
Legate.  We  find  it  indifpenfably  necefiary  to 
flay  here  a  few  days ;  it  v/ould  be  highly  Ungrate- 
ful not  to  comply  with  the  prelTing  inftances  of 
thofe  to  whom  we  owe  fo  large  a  debt  of  ac- 
knowledgment. *  **  *****^ 
We  are  extremely  well  lodged  at  the  Pelegrino^ 
v/here  the  people  of  the  inn  gave  us  as  kind  a 
reception  in  their  way,  as  if  we  had  conferred  an 
obligation  upon  them  :  indeed  we  always  conGder 
it  as  a  duty  to  recommend  to  our  countrymen, 
fuch  inns  and  houies  as  have  lodged  and  ufed  us 
well  i  and  I  think  every  traveller  ought  to  be 
careful  to  make  this  diftinftion,  otherwife  the  in- 
folent  and  the  impofing  may  fare  equally  well  with 
the  civil  and  reafonable,  Kere  are  letters  juft 
arrived  from  you  and  from  England.  *  *  * 
*  ®  *  «  *  ]^  Q^2i\\  write  once  more  from 
hence,  and  am,  as  ever,  ^c. 


y  2  LET- 
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LETTER    XLIX. 

Bologna,  May  the  28th,  1771, 

WE  have  never  been  out  of  company  and 
amufements  fince  our  arrival  here,  and 
the  weather  has  contributed  to  make  thefe  few 
days  pafs  away  delightfully.  There  are  feveral 
Dretty  villas  and  gardens  in  the  environs  of  this 
city.  We  have  paffed  our  afternoons  mod  agree- 
ably. One  day,  after  a  fuperb  dinner  at  the 
Cardinal  Legate's,  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  con- 
dufl  us  himfelf,  with  two  other  ladies  and  two 
gentlemen,  to  the  elegant  villa  of  the  ingenious 
and  learned  Count  Algarotti :  you  muft  know  it 
is  a  very  great  honour  in  this  country  to  be  in- 
vited to  acompany  a  Cardinal  Legate  in  his  own 
coach  ;  it  is  rarely  the  portion  of  his  moil  intimate 
acquaintance  and  friends,  and  this,  as  it  may  have 
probably  been  the  firft  time  it  has  happened  to 
llrangers,  I  acquaint  you  with,  left  you  fhould 
not  be  furprifed  at  it.  His  cortege  confided  of  two 
fine  gilt  coaches,  drawn  by  beautiful  horfes  decked 
with  trappings  and  ribbons  :  his  pages  and  gen- 
tlemen on  horfeback ;  his  troop  of  light-horfe 
attended  as  guards  :  pafTing  through  the  town  the 
people  all  turned  out  of  their  houfes,  and  the 
9  ilreets 
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ilreets  were  extremely  crowded  in  order  to  receive 
his  benedidion,  which  he  bellowed  upon  them  by 
ftretching  out  his  hand.  However,  as  even  Legates 
themfelves  are  ilibjecl  to  accidents,  his  Eminence's 
coachman,  by  v/ay  of  making  a  lliort  cut,  miffed 
his  v/ay,  and  the  coaches  very  narrov/ly  efcaped 
beincr  overturned  in  croffino;  a  fhailow  river.  This, 
as  you  may  fuppofe,  occafioned  fome  lofs  of  time, 
and  n^t  a  little  vexation  to  the  com.pany.  Though 
we  went  at  a  great  rate,  it  was  late  in  the  evening 
when  we  arrived  at  the  villa,  where  an  elegant 
fupper  was  preparing,  and  the  houfe  in  the  nicell 
order,  in  cafe  we  fhould  chufe  to  remain  there  till 
the  next  day  ;  but  after  viewing  the  villa  and  its 
very  pretty  gardens,  upon  our  exprefling  a  defire 
to  return  to  Bologna,  it  was  immediately  complied 
with,  and  we  were  all  fet  down  at  the  Opera- 
houfe,  where  the  audience  had  waited  a  confider- 
abie  time,  doubtful  if  the  Cardinal  Legate  meant 
to  ajfijl  there  or  not  that  evening :  we  had  the 
honour  of  fitting  in  his  box,  and  the  infbant  he 
appeared  the  curtain  was  drawn  up.  This  opera 
is  truly  fine-,  it  is  complete  in  mufic,  both  vocal 
and  inftrumental ;  the  fcenery  and  decorations 
beautiful;  the  ballets  well  performed  by  two 
hundred  dancers,  and  admirably  adapted  to  the 
fubjecc  of  the  opera,  which  is  Orpheus  and  Eury- 
dice.  The  morning  of  that  day,  above  three 
thoufand  Jefuits  arrived  from  different  places, 
whence  they  have  been  exiled,  as  Spain,  Portu- 
Y  3  ^^f 
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gal,  France,  Parma,  the  Spanifli  Weft- Indies,  ^c, 
they  are  only  pafling  through  the  town  j  Ibme  go- 
ing to  Rome,  others  to  places  where  they  may 
with  fafety  conceal  themfelves,  and  moft  of  them 
appear  to  be  in  a  very  wretched  and  ftarving  con- 
dition :  we  faw  them  pafs  through  the  ftreets  in 
the  morning  from  our  windows,  but  I  was  more 
furprifed  to  find  the  pit  of  the  opera  crowded 
with  them  in  the  evening.  We  pafled  another 
afcernoon  at  the  villa  belonginp;  to  the  once  fa- 
mous  fmger  Farinello.  General  Angeleli,  a  very 
fine  old  gentleman,  recommended  ftrongly  to  us 
to  go  and  fee  Farinello  and  his  villa,  aflliring  us 
they  were  both  curious  and  worthy  our  notice  •, 
adding,  that  this  once  famous  finger  is  upon  fo 
good  a  footing  here,  as  to  be  vifited  by  the  firft 
families  in  Bologna.  When  we  came  thither,  we 
were  furprifed  to  find  an  elegant  houfe  buik  in 
the  tafte  of  an  Englifh  villa,  on  what  is  there  gene- 
rally called  an  Italian  plan  :  the  grounds  about  the 
houfe  are  laid  out  in  the  Englifli  ftyle,  (ferms 
crnee)  his  cattle  come  up  to  the  doorj  his  hay 
harveft  is  juft  over,  and  the  hayflacks  are  made 
up  in  the  corner  of  one  of  his  fields  as  with  us  ; 
his  trees  are  planted  in  hedge  rows  and  clumps, 
and  the  neatnefs  and  fimplicity  is  fuch,  that  I 
could  fcarce  perfuade  myfelf  that  we  were  not  in 
England.  He  received  us  mod  politely  at  the 
gate,  and  fhewed  us  into  an  excellent  faloon  for 
mufic,  where  we  found  the  Vice-Legate  and  feve- 
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ral  of  our  acquaintance  converfing,  and  from  them 
we  learnt,  that  they  frequented  this  villa,  often 
pafled  their  evenings  here,  and  treated  it  as  be- 
longing to  themfelvcs.  Signor  Carlo  (as  Fari- 
nello  *  is  called  at  Bologna)  is  in  perfon  extremely 
tall  and  thin,  and  though  confiderably  advanced 
in  years  has  a  youthful  air.  The  moment  we  had 
entered  his  houfe,  he  began  to  exprefs  his  obli- 
gations to  the  Englifh  nation,  for  the  kind  pro- 
te6lion  and  approbation  they  had  bellowed  on 
him  when  in  London ;  naming  feveral  of  diiiin- 
guifhed  rank  who  flourifhed  in  his  day,  and  who 
had  treated  him  in  the  mod  generous  manner,  by 
aiding  him  with  their  bounty,  and  honouring  him 
with  their  protedion  :  he  concluded,  afcer  having 
made  the  mod  grateful  acknowledgments,  with 
faying,  he  owed  to  the  En^liJIj  that  villa  and 
land  which  he  pofieffed,  and  the  means  of  enjoy- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life  in  plenty,  tranquil- 
lity, and  eafe. 

Very  genteel  refrefhments  of  every  kind  v/ere 
brought  in,  and  this  man  appears  in  his  own  houfe 
as  if  he  was  made  to  ferve  all  thofe  who  honour 
him  with  their  company,  and  without  the  leafl 
confcioufnefs  of  his  being  the  owner :  he  bears  an 
excellent  charadter,  and  is  much  efteemed  by  all 
the  Bolognefe  ;    his  villa  is   neatly  furnifhed,  but 

*  The  King  of  Spain  has  conferred  upon  him  the  dignity 
of  Grandee  of  Spain. 

Y  4  very 
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very  fimple.  I  obferved  a  pi6lure  of  an  Englifh 
Jady,  at  full  length,  in  a  magnificent  frame :  fhe 
is  about  the  middle  fize,  of  a  very  genteel  make, 
drefied  in  a  pink  night-gown,  muflin  apron,  an4 
a  chip  hat ;  I  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  tell  me 
who  it  was  drawn  for.  He  is  alio  poilefied  of  one 
pf  the  fined  harpfichords,  1  fuppofe,  in  the  world ; 
the  portrait  and  this  harpfichord  are  what  he  mod 
values  of  all  he  is  matter  of. 

I  could  expatiate  on  the  environs  of  this  town 
till  I  had  filled  a  long  letter,  but  am  obliged  to 
quit  the  fubjeft  abruptly,  having  juft  received  a 
moft  obliging  meflage  from  the  Cardinal  Legate 
to  fay,  that  he  has  commanded  the  opera  to  be 
performed   again  this  evening,  in  confequence  of 
our  intention  to  quit  Bologna  to-morrow ;  and  as 
we  approved  of  it  much,  he  thought  it  might  be 
agreeable  to  us  to  fee  it  again  before  our  departure. 
This  is  being  kindly  attentive,  and  a  very  great 
compliment  in  his  Eminence,  as  it  was  not  to  have 
been  performed  till  to-morrow  evening.    So  adieu, 
for  this  invitation  mud  be  complied  with,  though 
I  had  rather  employ  the  evening  in  your  fervice. 
We  are  determined  to  go  to-morrow  ;  for  were  we 
to  leave  it  in  the  lead  doubtful,  our  kind  friends 
would  invent  fome  file  to  detain  us  dill  longer. 
Adieu,  I  diall   write   again  at  the  fird  place  we 
fleep  at,  on  our  road  to  Venice. 

I  am,  ^c» 

LET- 
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LETTER     L. 

Ferrara,  May  the  29th. 
;  %J\  7  E  hh  Bologna  this  morning  at  ten  o'clock, 
V  y  and  fleep  here  to-night.  We  have  come 
only  thirty  miles  to-day,  having  flopped  at  Cento  Cento. 
lor  above  tv/o  hours  (it  being  but  fix  miles  out 
of  our  way),  in  order  to  fee  feme  remarkable 
paintings,  by  Guercino,  who  was  born  there  ;  his 
real  name  was  Giovanni  Francefco  Barbieri,  but  he 
was  nick-named  Guercino,  from  his  having  but 
one  eye. 

In  the  church  belonging  to  the  Jefuits  college  churcK 
is  a  St.  Jerome,  and  the  Virgin  fuckling  the  infant  Guerci- 
Jefus :  it  is  a  remarkable  circumftance  in  regard 
to  this  pidure,  that  Guercino,  by  his  will,  or- 
dered his  heirs  not  to  permit  any  perfon,  upon 
what  pretext  foever,  to  take  a  copy  of  it.  It  is 
certainly  good,  the  chiaro  ofci'.ro  is  well  preferved, 
and  the  Ciceroni  who  fhews  it,  points  out  fome  pe- 
culiarities worthy  attention  :  when  you  walk  back- 
ward and  forward  before  it,  the  infant  always 
appears  to  follow  you  with  his  eyes ;  alfo  the 
Other  figures,  as  well  in  front  as  on  either  fide, 
ftill  appear  in  a  proper  point  of  view,  though  not 
in  the  fame.     1  his  effedt  _muft  proceed  from  his 

great 
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great  judgment  in  the  doflrine  of  vifion,  and  the 
efFefts  of  light  and  Ihadow.     Alfo  by  the  fame 
mafter,  an  Elilha  raifing  from  the  dead  the  fon 
of   the   Shunamite;     great    exprefllon    in    this 
piece. 
Church        In  the  Church  of  the  Rofary  is  a  St.  Jerome,  a 
J^^  ^     '  St.  John,  and  a  St.  Thomas ;  the  laft  by  Gennaro, 
Gennaro.  Guercino's    mafter.      In   another    church   called 
Nome  de  Dio^  is  a  prodigious  fine  pifture  of  Jefus 
Chrift's  appearance  to  the  bleffed  Virgin,  after  his 
refurreftion. 
IlDuomo      jn  z7  Duomo  IS  another  painting,  byGuercino; 
^Q^  the  fubjcft,  Jefus  Chrift  giving  the  keys  of  Para- 

dife  to  St.  Peter.  At  the  church  of  the  Capuchin 
Monks  without  the  town,  is  an  agreeable  picflure 
by  the  fame  mafter,  reprefenting  the  difciples  at 
Emaus ;  and  a  Madonna,  which  is  a  portrait  of 
Guercino's  miftrefs. 

The  road  from  Cento  is  too  rough  to  be  com- 
modious; it  lies  over  the  fea-beach,  or  rather  in  a 
fhallow  fea.  The  rivers  are  difagreeable  to  pafs, 
and  the  journey  by  no  means  pleafant. 

Ferrara.  Ferrara,  where  they  fliewed  us  fome  good 
pi6lures,  is  fituated  on  a  branch  of  the  Po.  In 
the  refeflory  of  the  Carthufian  Church,  is  a  repre- 
fentarion  of  the  marriage  feaft  in  Cana  of  Galilee, 

Boncni.  by  Bononi ;  they  afiured  us,  that  they  have  been, 
offered  for  it  as  many  pieces  of  gold  as  would  co- 
yer it. 

In 


In  the  Church  of  St.  Benedetto  is  a  curious  Church 
pivSlure,  by  Bononi ;  it  repreients  Herod  and  He-  ^gdeuo^* 
rodias,    but  they  are  the  portraits  of  Alphonfo 
duke  of  Ferrara  and  his  miftrefs  ;    here  is  aUb  the 
tomb  of  Ariofto. 

To-morrow  morning  we  fet  forward  for  Venice, 
from  whence  I  fhall  immediately  write,  left  you 
Ihould  be  idle  enough  to  think  a  frefh-water  jour- 
ney more  dangerous  than  a  land  one,  and  fo  fancy 
us  at  the  bottom  of  the  Po,  which  you  muft  know 
is  one  of  the  fineft  rivers  in  the  world.  Good 
night,  &c. 


I.  E  T- 


;ai 
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LETTER     LI. 

From  the  Po,  May  3?,  1771,    ■ 

WE  quitted  Ferrara  this  morning,  proceed- 
ing  to  a  fmall  village  called  Francolino, 
v/hich  is  only  five  miles  diftant  from  thence  :  \vq  i 
embarked  at  two  o'clock  on  board  one  of  the  boats 
that  are  kept  there,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveyance 
to  Venice,  and  fhall  reach  that  city  to-morrow 
about  three  o'clock  afternoon,  at  the  rate  of 
about  eight  miles  an  hour  ;  and  as  the  weather  is 
extremely  fine,  we  mean  to  pafs  the  night  on  the 
Po ;  though  there  are  no  luxurious  conveniences 
for  fleeping  on  board  :  however,  it  is  fo  impro- 
bable that  we  fiiould  find  tolerable  accommoda- 
tion at  a  wretched  inn  in  any  wretched  village 
fhould  we  land,  that  the  Qeeping  on  a  table  in  the 
middle  of  the  boat,  with  a  broad  bench  on  one 
fide,  feems  preferable  to  us.  We  are  well  pro- 
teded  from  the  fun,  and  the  river  is  as  fmooth  as 
a  looking- glafs :  it  appears  to  be  about  half  a 
mile  broad ;  the  banks  are  not  deep,  and  the 
verdure  meets  the  water's  edge  in  a  gentle  flope: 
at  fome  diflance,  and  on  each  fide,  are  cottages 
and  farm-houfes,  with  fine  grazing  meadows  about 
them  i  the  country  appears  well  planted  and  cul-. 
tivated.     Cur  bspCTcaae  is  all  on  board  with  us, 

and 
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and  our  carnage  makes  a  droll  appearance  in  the 
boat,  I  afilire  yon  :  we  never  travelled  fo  agreeably 
in  our  lives ;  our  rowers  work  hard,  keeping  time 
in  their  ftrokes.     I  have  had  the  prudence  to  lay 
in  the  following  articles  for  our  voyage ;   in  the 
firfh  place,  two  or  three  books  for  our  amufement, 
my  mandoline  and  fame  mufic   books,  which  I 
have  unpacked,  a  tinder-box  and  bougies  for  the 
night,  a  cold  ham,  cold  fowls,  Permefan  cheefe, 
wine,   good  water,  and  a  dozen  of  lemons :  the 
eatables  are  from  Ferrara,  which  being  the  refi- 
dence  of  a  Cardinal,  is  well  fupplied  with  provi- 
fions  for  the  table.     It  is   now  night,    and  the 
rifing  moon   feems   enamoured   of   her   refulgent 
charms,  refiedled   in  the  calm   bofom  of  the  Po. 
We  have  gone  about  Cix  and  thirty  miles,  and  are 
jufl  entering  a  canal  j   here  our   rowers  become 
ufelefs,  as  we  muft  be  towed   by  horfes  through 
fcveral  canals,  and  we  are  preparing  to  go  to  reft. 
Our  boat-men  fleep  on  their  benches  by  their  oars, 
within  a  blanket  provided  for  that  purpofe,  our 
courier  along  v/ith  them.     By  way  of  kindneis,  a 
thick  black  woollen  curtain  has   been  put  up  for 
us,  fo  faftened  over  and  about  our  wooden  ceil- 
ing, that  I  thought  juft  now  we  fhould  have  been 
fmothered  with   heat ;    the   mufquitos,  which  are 
like  gnats,    begin  to  infeft  us.     Good  night,    I 
hope  thefe    tormenting    creatures  will  at  length 
fiecp  themfelves  alfo. 

May 
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May  the  31ft.  I  have  pafled  but  a  bad  night, 
through  the  (lings  of  the  mufquitos  and  my  own 
timidity.  Notwithflanding  my  endeavours  to  fe* 
cure  my  face  from  thefe  tormentors  by  cover- 
ing it  all  over,  fave  as  much  of  the  end  of  my 
nofe  as  was  neceflary  for  breathing,  yet  thefe 
cunning  animals  difcovered  that  vulnerable  mor- 
fel,  and  bit  me  mod  barbaroufly ;  the  reft  of  my 
face  efcaped ;  but  they  have  taken  ample  revenge 
of  my  hands  and  arms,  which  are  in  a  miferable 
condition  with  moft  violent  itchings,  and  my 
Ikin    is    much    inflamed:     they   never   molefted 

M .     Notwithftanding  their  efforts  I  fliould 

have  flept  on,  had  it  not  been  that  I  was  fuddenly 
waked  by  the  found  of  the  oddeft  groans,  ac- 
companied with  a  kind  of  fighing  and  ftifled 
lamentations,  as  1  apprehended.  Though  ex- 
tremely afraid,  I  ventured  to  look  through  a 
crack  in  the  curtain,  when,  to  my  great  terror,  I 
thought  I  faw  a  tall  man  hanging  up,  much  em- 
barraffed  in  a  quantity  of  clothes  :  I  fuppofed  the 
wailings  I  had  heard  to  have  proceeded  from  this 

perfon.     I  wakened  M in  a  hurry,  and  told 

him  my  fears  •,  he  immediately  got  up  and  walked 
to  the  end  of  the  boat  with  a  piftol  in  each  hand, 
where  this  apparition  Ihewed  itfelf;  but  judge 
of  my  furprifc,  when  it  appeared  that  the  groans 
and  lamentations  proceeded  from  the  ropes  by 
which  we  were  towed  ;  and  the  hanging  man  was 
nothing  but  a  parcel  of  weeds  which  had  coliefled 

and 
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and  ftuck  about  them.  Drawing  nearer  to  Venice 
when  the  fun  was  rifen,  we  perceived  the  fides 
of  the  canals  to  be  prettily  embellifhed  with  fmall 
pleafure-houfes,  gardens,  and  coffee-houfes :  about 
eight  o'clock  the  people  of  one  of  thefe  latter  ftep- 
ping  into  our  boat  brought  us  coffee,  upon  which 
we  breakfafted,  continuing  our  voyage  at  the 
fame  time. 

Two  o'clock.  We  are  now  within  two  miles 
of  Venice;  but  the  wind  is  rifen,  and  being 
rather  againil  us,  are  obliged  to  take  the  afTift- 
ance  of  anocher  boat,  come  out  to  us  for  that 
pnrpofe,  being  no  longer  towed  by  horfes.  I  think 
my  letter  would  make  an  admirable  fupplement 
to  the  Voiageur  de  St.  Cloud  tant  par  mere  que  par 
terre.  Venice  has  appeared  before  us  for  three 
miles  paft :  but  now,  on  our  nearer  approach,  I 
believe  the  world  cannot  produce  a  more  furprif- 
ing,  or  more  beautiful  view,  a  city  rifing  out 
of  the  bofom  of  the  waves,  crowned  with  glitter- 
ing fpires.  This  fea  we  are  now  upon  is  called 
the  Lagunes,  becaufe  of  its  calm  property,  being 
in  a  manner  like  a  lake  of  fea-water;  it  is  Ihal- 
low,  and  not  fubjeft  to  agitation  by  ilorms. 
Adieu  for  the  prefent,  having  jufl  gained  the 
great  canal  of  Venice. 

Venice.     We  are  lodged  in  a  large  palace,  nov/  Ve: 
converted  into  an  hotel  for  ftrangers ;    it  is  called 
the  Palazzo  Contarini.     We   have  the  fame  apart- 
ment our  acquaintance  lord   L — —  lately  occu- 
pied ; 
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pied;  it  IS  much  too  large,  but  there  is  not  a 
fmaller  that  is  commodious  -,  judge  of  the  fize, 
when  our  antichamber,  or  outer  faloon,  is  an 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  and  wide  and  lofty 
in  proportion  ;  our  fitting-room  within  is  a  cube 
of  forty;  our  bedchamber  and  dreffing-rooms 
exceedingly  good  and  convenient ;  the  faloon  is 
fiuccoed,  but  the  reft  of  the  apartments  richly 
furniihed,  and  hung  with  crimfon  damafl^.  The 
faloon  opens  into  a  large  balcony,  from  which  is 
a  beautiful  view  of  the  Rialto  and  the  grand  canal, 
to  appearance  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad^ 
bordered  with  feveral  fine  palaces  and  well  built 
houfes ;  fome  of  which  are  painted  in  frefco  ort 
the  outfide.  The  canal  is  covered  with  gondolas, 
thefe  though  black  have  not  fo  difmal  an  efflft  as 
you  would  imagine.  This  hotel  is  kept  by  a 
Frenchman,  who  is  married  to  a  Venetian  woman  v 
they  appear  to  be  a  good  fort  of  people,  and  T 
think  very  reafonable  in  their  demands  :  we  are 
to  give  them  twenty  paols  a  day  for  our  lodging,' 
dinner,  and  fupper,  not  including  breakfaft  or 
wine.  Our  gondola  is  to  coft  us  eight  paols  pet 
day.  I  fhall  fend  this  letter  diredlly  to  the  poft, 
as  I  am  fure  you  cannot  be  too  foon  informed  o£ 
our  having  made  a  happy  voyage.  I  am  as  ever,* 
on  land  or  on  water,  i^c» 


]L  E  T^ 
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LETTER      LII. 

Venice,  June  the  6th,  1771. 
f    Have  juft  received  three  letters  from  you     * 

I  thank  you  for  the  nev/s,  and  I  afiurc  you  the 
Englifh  papers,  which  are  fent  here,  have  fur- 
niflied  us  with  a  great  deal  of  amufement :  thefe 
contain  feme  extraordinary  anecdotes  refpeding 
fome  well-known  perfons,  which  I  Ihall  mention, 
as  perhaps  you  may  not  yet  have  heard  them.  * 
********  Althouo;h  it  is  car- 
nival  almoft  the  year  round  at  Venice,  it  is  not  fo 
juft  now,  which  I  cannot  in  the  leall  regret  j  for 
though  I  think  a  mafqued  ball  a  very  elegant 
amufement  in  France  and  Italy,  yet  to  be  obliged 
to  go  about  every  where  in  mafquerade,  muft  be 
extremely  difagreeable,  and  fubjeft  to  many  in- 
conveniences, which  is  the  cafe  here  in  carnival 
time. 

The  Englifh  envoy  Sir  J—  W —  is  not  here  at 
prefent,  nor  the  French  either  -,  the  conful  of  the 
latter  nation,  Monfieiir  le  Blond  de  la  Motte, 
fupplies  his  place.  Mr.  Udney  the  Britifli  conful 
is  here,  and  his  very  genteel  manners  make  him 
extremicly  agreeable  to  Englifh  travellers:  he  lives 

Vol.  II.  Z  well 
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well  with  the  Venetians,  has  an  admirable  tafte  in 
pictures,    and  poffefles   himfelf  no  inconfiderable 
colledion.     There  is  no  conveyance  in  this  town 
but  by  water ;    out  of  the  door  of  your  lodging, 
you  flep  into  your  gondola  indead  of  your  coach  -, 
the  motion  of  them  is  extremely  agreeable :    two 
gondoliers  manage  it  fo  dexteroufly,  that  they  will 
whip  round  a  fharp  corner  of  thefe  watery  flreets 
with  more    agility,    than  the   belt   coachman    in 
London  can  take  a  Ihort  turn  there.     He  that 
governs  the  helm,    (lands  in   the  moll  graceful 
attitude  imaginable.     The  firft  orders  we  gave  to 
Place  S:.  our  gondoliers,  were  to  condudt  us  to  the  Placs 
Mark.      ^^^  Mark,  which  is  the  only  fpot  one  can  call  terra 
firma  in  this  city.     We  were  loon  there,  and  found 
it  anfwer  all  its  dcfcriptions.     This  is  the  ccMitre 
of  Venetian  amufement ;  here  you  fee  every  body ; 
hear  all   the  news  of  the  day,    and  every  point 
difculTed :    here   affemble  fenators,    nobles,   mer- 
chants, fine  ladies,  and  the  meaneft  of  the  people: 
Jev/3,    Turks,    puppets,    Greeks,    mountebanks, 
all  forts  of  jugglers  and  fights.     Although  fuch  a 
heterogeneous  mixture  of  people  throng  this  place 
during   the  day,  and  often  pafs  great  part  of  the 
night   here,  yet  there  is  no  riot  or  difturbance: 
the  Venetians  are  fo  accuftomed   to  lee  firangers, 
as  not  to  be  the  leaii  furprifed  at  their  being  dreffed 
in   a  fufliion  diiTcrcnt  from  themfelves  \    nor   in- 
clined to  elleem  thciu  objeds  of  ridicule,  on  ac- 
count of  their  not  fpeaking  the  Venetian  language  : 
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in  iliort,  from  the  moment  you  enter  the  Place  St, 
Mark,  the  advantage  a  free  government  has  over 
a  defpotic  is  obvious  in  the  eafy  and  liberal  man- 
ners of  the  people;  the  fame  air  extends  to  their 
faces,  and  it  is  rare  to  meet  any  body  at  Venice 
with  a  dark  fufpicious  countenance.  Here  are 
arcades  or  piazzas,  extremely  convenient  for  fhel- 
ter  from  the  fun,  wind,  or  rain ;  under  fome  of 
them  are  coffee-houfes  and  {hops  :  in  the  former, 
the  women  enter  as  freely  as  the  men,  make  their 
parties,  are  ferved  with  all  kinds  of  refrefhments, 
and  converfe  with  as  much  eafe  as  if  they  were  in 
their  own  houfes.  The  two  columns  of  granite, 
which  terminate  this  Place  St.  Mark  on  the  fide 
of  the  fea,  were  brought  hither  from  Greece,  and 
give  the  entrance  a  noble  air. 

The  portico  or  piazza  which  is  under  the  palace 
of  St.  Mark,  is  called  the  Broglio,  and  is  deftined  The  Bro- 
to  the  noble  Venetians,  who  repair  to  this  walk  in  ^  '°* 
the  morning  to  converfe  at  their  eafe  about  the 
bufinefs  of  the   ftate  9    the  people  and  others  are 
careful  not  to  mix  with  them  on  thefe  occafions, 
nor  even  by  walking  too  near  the  Broglio  hazard 
the  interrupting  them.      There   is    an   univerfal  Manners 
politenefs  here  in  every  rank ;  the  people  exped  a  people, 
civil  deportment  from  their  nobles  towards  them, 
and  they  return  it  with   much  refpeiTt  and  vene- 
ration •,    but  fhould  a  nohle  affume  an  infolent  ar- 
rogant manner  towards  his  inferior,  it  would  not 
be  born  with.     I  was  at  firft  furprifed  at  the  quick 
Z  2  tran- 


[    340    ] 

tranfition,  from  the  frothy  compliments  which  fall 

from  the  fervile  mouths  of  thofe  who  champ  the 

bit  of  a  defpotic  government,    and  the  ftyle  of 

compliment  here;    the  higheft  expreflion  in  this 

way  at  Venice  being  Gentil  Donna^  which  fignifies 

boneji  woman,  or  woman  of  honour,  which  I  think 

has  much  the  fame  fenfe ;    and  upon  entering  a 

fhop,  the  tradefman  addreffing  me  to  know  what 

I  would  have,   called   me  cava  Ella :    when  at 

Rome  or  Naples,  fuch  a  man  would  have  flyled 

me  Eccellenza,  IlluJiriJJima.     I  own  I  feel  myfelf 

infinitely  more  obliged  to  a  Venetian,  who  ftyles 

me  and  believes  me  to  be  a  gentil  donna,  than  to  a 

flave  lavifhing  all  the  titles  he  can  invent  to  flatter 

Place  St.  me.     But  to  return  to  a  defcription  of  the  Place  St, 

^^'\      Mark.    The  Ducal  Church  dedicated  to  St.  Mark, 
Ducal  ' 

Church,    is  in  the  old  abfurd  Gothic  flyle  of  architecture ; 

Antique  before  you  enter,  the  four  bronze  horfes  (antique) 
are  worthy  obfervation ;  they  have  been  covered 
with  plates  of  gold ;  are  the  fuppofed  workman- 
fhip  of  the  celebrated  Lyfippus  -,  are  recorded  to 
have  flood  over  that  of  Aiiguftus,  and  from 
thence  to  have  been  removed  and  placed  over  the 
triumphal  arches  of  other  Emperors,  till  at  lalt 
Conftantine  had  them  conveyed  with  him  to  Con- 
llantinople,  from  whence  they  were  taken  by  the 
Venetians  in  the  year  1206,  after  the  conqueft  of 
that  capital, 

The  lion,  the  fymbol  of  the  faint,  and  the  arms 
of  the  Republic  is  fo  much  in  repute  here,  that 

you 
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you  find  him  multlpliecl,  from  his  firft  appearance 
on  the  top  of  one  of  the  Greek  antique  columns, 
to  the  extremity  of  the  fquare,    wherever  room 
could  be  found  for  him.     The  body  is  like  a  lion, 
but  the  head  and  face  human,  with  a  ftern  and 
forbidding  countenance ;    fo  that  it  is  become  a 
common  faying  here,   when  fpeaking  of  a  very 
ngly  perfon,  Bruta  figiira  come  illione  di  San  Mar- 
co.    The  interiour  of  the  church  is  highly  orna- 
mented with  fine  antique  marble,    mofaics,    i^c. 
brought  from  Greece.     The  decorations  over  the 
altar  are  of  folid  gold,  fculpted  in  bajfo  relievo  ; 
the  figures  in  fort  of  Ihrines,  enriched  with  rubies, 
emeralds,  and  pearls.     Behind  this  altar  is  another 
where  the  ho  [tie  is  kept ;    it   is   furrounded  with 
beautiful  pillars,    four  of  which  are  of  oriental 
alabafter  of  an  extraordinary  beauty,  and  the  two 
others  of  ferpentine  ftone.     7  he  bronze  door  of 
the  fandtuary,  is  by  Sanfovino,     The  ducal  chapel 
is  richly  adorned  with  the  mod  precious  marbles. 
This  church  contains  a  miraculous  pidure  of  the 
BlefTed  Virgin,  by  St.  Luke :    which  is  efteemed 
the  moft  famous  of  the  pi6lures  done  by  that  holy 
evangelift  :    they  afilired  us,  that  the  emperors  of 
Conftantinople  carried  it  with  them  in   all  their 
military  expeditions,  verily  believing  it  the  work 
of  that  faint;    and  that  it  was  in  the  year  1204, 
when  the  Venetians  and  French  took  Conftanti- 
nople, that  the  Doge  Henry  Dandolo  caufed  it  to 
be  tranfported  to  Venice. 

Z  3  The 
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The  treafnry  contains  many  articles  of  great 
value,  but  I  do  not  believe  equal  to  what  it  was 
cftimated  at  in  former  days  ;  there  are  a  numerous 
colledion  of  relics,  which  are  in  this  age  much 
fallen  in  their  value.  Amongft  the  curiofities, 
they  aflTert  themfelves  poffefTed  of  a  manufcript  of 
the  gofpel  of  St.  Mark,  written  with  his  own 
hand :  and  amongft  the  rich  and  precious  articles 
here,  are  feveral  candlefticks  and  vafes  of  pure 
gold.  Twelve  rock  rubies,  which  weigh  feven 
ounces  each;  prefented  by  an  Emperor  to  the 
Republic,  in  the  year  1343.  A  very  large  pearl. 
A  fapphire,  which  weighs  nine  ounces.  A  di(h  of, 
an  entire  and  perfect  turquoife,  fix  inches  diame- 
ter ;  four  rabbits  are  engraved  upon  it,  and  fome 
Arabick  charadlers:  here  are  feveral  other  valu- 
able and  curious  gems.  In  the  pavement  of  the 
portico  of  St.  Mark  is  a  fmall  morfcl  of  porphyry, 
frequently  kiffed  by  the  people,  who  hold  it  in  the  • 
higheft  veneration :  on  this  piece  of  marble  the 
Emperor  Barbaroffii  proilrated  himfelf  at  the  Pope's 
feet  (Alexander  the  Third),  in  11 77,  when  his 
holinefs  gave  him  abfolution.  This  ftory  is  repre- 
fented  in  the  grand  faloon  of  the  Ducal  Palace, 
where  the  Pope  is  feen  treading  on  the  neck  of  this 
Emperor ;  there  is  a  tedious  and  foolifh  piece  of 
hiitory  belonging  to  it,  which  I  lliall  fpare  myfelf 
Ducal  and  you.  The  Ducal  Palace,  where  the  Doge 
Palace.  Jives,  is  a  vaft  Gothic  pile ;  one  front  in  the  Place 
SL  Mark;  another  looks  upon  the  land  ;  the  prin- 
cipal , 
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cipal  door  of  entrance  (for  there  are  eight)  is  on 
the  fide  of  the  fquare,  or  Place  St.  Mark ;  by  this 
you  enter  a  large  court,  where  are  placed  feveral 
antique  ftatues,  the  moft  remarkable,  a  Cicero  and 
Marcus  Aurelitis.     After  having  afcended  the  ftair- 
cafe,  called  that  of  the  Giants,  you  come  to  a  cor- 
ridore,  where  are  tlie  famous   mouths  (Denunzie 
Segrette)  for  receiving  letters  relative  to  the  flate. 
This  corridore  condufts  to  an  anti-chamber,  the 
cieling  of  which  is  painted  by  Tintoretto ;   the  fub-  Tintoret- 
je(ft  Juftice  prefenting  a  fv/ord  to  the  Doge  Pritili.  ^°* 
On  the  walls  are  paintings  in  compartments,  fome 
by  Paolo  Veronefe\  the  befl  are  the  following  fub- Paolo  Ve- 
jeds,  Cur  Saviour  on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  by  p/°"^^^' 
Veronefe.     St.  John  the  Evangeliil,   by  Franci/co  Prandfco 
Bajfano  ;  the  Angel  waking  the  Shepherds,  alfo  of  ^^^^"°' 
Balfano.     In  the  Sala  delle  quatre  porte,    all  the 
paintings  are  fo  much  injured  as    to  be  fcarcely 
worth  noticing.     In  the  room  called  Anti  Colleno^ 
the  cieling  is  painted  by  P.  Veronefe^  where  is  an 
allegorical    reprefentation  of  Venice,    i^c.     The 
Rape  of  Europa,  one  of  the  pictures  which  adorn 
this  fala^  is  efteemed  the  chef-d^euvre  of  Paolo : 
this  piece  reprefents  three  different  parts  of  the 
fable;    the  colouring  is  rich  and   glowing;    the 
fluffs,  of  which  the  drapery  is  formed,    of  that 
peculiarity  and  beauty  that  Paolo  is  fo  remarkable 
for.     The  bull  is  of  the  fined  and  mod  noble 
fpecies  of  that  animal,  his  countenance  expreffes 
great  tendernefs ;   the  mod  ftriking  beauty  in  Eu- 

Z  4  ropa, 
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ropa,  is  her  naked  foot,  which  is  of  the  moft  ele- 
gant fliape  and  delicacy  of  flefh.  A  pidlure  by 
Giacoppo  Giacoppo  Bqfano,  reprefenting  a  paftoral  fcene ;  it 
Bafiano.  [^  finely  done.  The  Real  fala  del  colkgio  is  adorned 
with  paintings,  fome  of  which  relate  to  the  Vene- 
tian hiftory,  others  are  fcripture  fiibje6ts :  but  I 
will  not  attempt  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  any 
pidliires,  but  fuch  as  appear  to  me  peculiarly  re- 
markable, either  for  their  great  merit,  or  fingu- 
larity  -,  as  I  think  you  have  already  been  fufEciently 
obeyed  on  the  article  of  pidures  from  other  places 
in  Italy,  and  I  fear  tiring  you  with  catalogues. 
All  the  apartments,  which  confift  of  council  cham- 
bers, courts  of  juftice,  ^c.  very  large  and  conve- 
nient, are  adorned  with  hiftorical  paintings,  chiefly 
in  frefco,  by  no  means  in  good  prefervation ; 
they  have  been  much  fpoiled  by  the  clouds  of 
powder  that  fly  out  of  the  lawyer's  perukes  when 
pleading,  at  which  time  they  ufe  a  vaft  deal  of 
adlion  and  agitation.  However,  they  are  curious, 
and  worthy  the  examination  of  a  traveller  i  as  a 
knowledge  of  the  mofl:  interefl:ing  part  of  the 
Venetian  fl:ory  may  be  more  agreeably  colle6ted 
from  them,  than  by  reading  the  hiftory  of  Venice. 
I  Ihall  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  prifons  in  this 
palace-,  we  have  not  feen  them,  but,  by  what  I 
hear,  I  am  convinced  the  writers  of  travels  have 
made  a  true  report  of  them,  when  they  aflfert,  that 
between  the  rafters,  and  immediately  under  the 
covering  of  the  palace,  is  a  hollow  place  fufficiently 

large 
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large  to  confine  unhappy  wretches,  but  too  low 
to  admit  of  their  {landing  upright  -,  that  their  fuf- 
fering  muft  be  dreadful,  from  the  burning  heat  of 
the  fun,  till  death  puts  an  end  to  their  mifery ; 
as  the  covering  confifts  chiefly  of  copper,  and  in 
fome  places  of  lead :  and  this  difmal  fentence  had 
efFed  not  long  fince,  upon  a  young  man  of  the 
Mocenigo  family,  who  (I  think)  was  charged  with 
no  other  offence  than  that  of  an  intended  mifal- 
liance ;    his  family  concurred  in  the  infliflion  of 
this  punifhment.     The  place  St.  Mark  is  particu- 
larly agreeable  to  walk  in  by  night ;  the  lights  in 
the  cofl:ee-houfes  illuminating  the  piazza  render  it 
extremely  cheerful :  a  concourfe  of  people  refort- 
ing  here  to  breathe  the  cool  evening  air,  is  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  to  fill  the  whole  fquare.     The  little 
ftreets  leading  from  this  Flace^  are  well  furnifhed 
with  elegant  fliops,  which  make  the  mod  brilliant 
appearance,  from  the  curious  arrangement  of  their 
articles ;  and  ftrike  me,  as  far  exceeding  the  coup- 
d'^il  of  the  foire  St.  Germain  at  Paris.     The  ftreet 
of  the  fiiverfmiths  makes  a  fplendid  fhow,  there 
being  no  other  fort  of  Ihops  in  it.     That  of  the 
milliners  and  mercers  is  like  a  parterre  of  flowers, 
the  goods,  of  the  mod  glowing  colours,    being 
ingenioufly  mixed  in  fuch  a  manner  in  the  win- 
dows,   as  to   produce   a  fl:riking   efixrcl.      Other 
ftreets  conflfl:  Iblely  of  poulterers,    and  fome  of 
green-grocers  Ihops  for  all  Itinds  of  garden  fbuflr": 
thefe  iaft  are  dreflcd  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  difco- 
I  vers 
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vers  a  furprifing  tafte  in  the  common  people ;  a 
perfe6t  neatnels  reigns  throughout,  and  I  obferved 
that  ideas  drawn  from  archicedlure  were  the  favou- 
rite fancies  of  the  gardeners,  who  pile  up  cab- 
bages, lettuces,  ^c.  as  columns,  and  form  their 
capitals,  friezes,  &€.  of  turnips,  carrots,  and  cel- 
lery ;  the  flowers  and  herbs  are  linked  together, 
and  dilpofed  in  feftoons  after  the  antique.  The 
confeftioners  and  paftrycooks  Ihops  are  alfo  curi- 
oufly  contrived.  I  fhouid  not  trouble  you  wich 
this  detail,  but  that  the  appearances  are  fo  ftrik- 
ingly  odd  and  Angular,  that  I  thought  it  worth 
mentioning.  The  provifions  here  are  tolerable, 
but  the  Venetians  are  wretched  cooks :  they  told 
me,  that  almofl  all  the  meat  comes  from  Dal- 
matia ;  it  is  coarfe  and  lean  ;  their  poultry  is 
good,  as  is  the  fifh  -,  the  fcuttle-fifh  dilgufts  at  firft 
fight,  for  whendrefled  it  fills  the  difh  with  a  black 
juice  like  ink,  but  tafles  agreeably  when  you  have 
conquered  your  prejudice  to  its  colour.  I'hey 
have  an  odious  cuftom  here,  of  ufing  the  blood  of 
animals  in  their  foups  and  ragouts  -,  not  liking  the 
foup  they  ferved  up  yefterday,  I  defired  our  hoft 
to  have  it  made  better  to-day  -,  when  it  came  upon 
the  table  I  thought  it  of  an  odd  colour,  and  the 
talle  was  extremely  difagreeable ;  upon  inquiry  I 
was  told,  it  was  made  after  the  Venetian  manner, 
and  particularly  delicate  and  elegant,  even  eccellen- 
iifimo^  there  being  a  greater  quantity  than  ordinary 
of  fowls  and  pigeons  blood  in  it :   guefs  if  I  had 

any 
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any  further  appetite  for  Venetian  foup^ — We  do 
not  propofe  making  any  long  ftay  here.  As  foon 
as  our  curiofity  is  gratified  we  fhall  depart,  but  our 
day  is  not  yet  fixed.     Adieu. 

I  am,  as  ever,  yours,  He, 


LETTER    LIL 

Venice,  the  14th  of  July. 

THE  very  day  afcer  I  v/rote  lad,  I  was  at- 
tacked by  an  indifpofition,  occafioned  by 
the  water  we  drink  having  a  brackiih  tafte,  which 
I  did  not  perceive  for  fome  time,  having  always 
mixed  it  with  wine.  The  common  Englifli  reme- 
dies had  not  the  defired  effeft.  I  believe  I  fhould 
have  been  extremely  ill  (and  would  not  hear  of  a 

Venetian  phyfician),  had  not  M mentioned 

my  diforder  to  Mr.  U — — ,  who  was  not  at  all 
furprifed  at  it,  the  water  of  Venice  having  fre- 
quently a  like  efi'edl  upon  ftrangers :  he  advifed 
my  drinking  a  mineral  water  of  Nocera;  I  took 
his  prefcription,  the  firft  glafs  relieved  me  much, 
and  half  the  bottle  completed  the  cure.  This 
water  is  extremely  clear  and  light,  and  has  no 
tafte.  My  indifpofition  occafioned  me  ipme  dif- 
appointments.  I  could  not  comply  with  the 
obliging  invitations  we  received  to  two  wedding 

balls 
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balls  and  fuppers ;  one  was  the  marriage  of  the 

Doge's  fon  Alvife  Mocem'go,  e  la  nohil  Donna  Polif- 
fena  Contarini ;  the  other  was  of  Aleffandro  Barziza, 
e  Andriana  Berlenda  Berlendis  :  though  I  could  not 
partake  of  the  amufements  in  the  evenings,  I 
thought  I  might  poflibly  venture  to  fee  the  cere- 
mony in  the  church  -,  we  were  accordingly  prefent 
at  the  firfl  of  thefe,  that  of  Mocenigo.  I  was  ex- 
tremely well  pleafed  that  I  had  not  permitted  fo 
fine  a  fhow  to  efcape  me,  though  afflitled  with  a 
tormenting  pain  in  my  ftomach  the  whole  time. 
The  procefiion  of  the  gondolas  to  the  church  was 
very  fine;  the  gondoliers,  drefled  in  gold  and 
filver  fluffs,  made  a  moil  brilliant  contrafl:  with 
the  bkcknefs  of  their  boats.  We  got  into  the 
church  before  the  bride  and  bridegroom  with  their 
fuite  arrived,  where  the  pillars  and  walls  were 
covered  with  crim.fon  damafk,  fringed  with  gold ; 
the  altar  richly  adorned  with  lace  and  flowers,  and 
the  fteps  up  to  it  fpread  over  with  Perfian  carpets ; 
the  whole  church  was  illuminated  with  large  Vv?ax 
tapers,  though  at  noon-day. 

As  foon  as  the  company  were  difembarked  from 
their  gondolas,  they  formed  themfelves  into  a 
regular  procelfion  ;  the  ladies  walked  two  and 
two:  they  were  all  dreffed  in  thin  black  filk  gowns 
(excepting  the  bride),  with  large  hoops ;  the 
gowns  are  ftrait-bodied,  with  very  long  trains, 
like  the  roles  de  coiir  at  Verlailles ;  their  trains 
tucked  up  on  one  fide  of  the  hoop,  with  a  prodi- 
gious 
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gioLis  large  taffel  of  diamonds.  Their  fleeves  were 
covered  up  to  the  fhoulders  with  falls  of  the  fineft 
BrulTels  lace,  a  drawn  tucker  of  the  fame  round 
the  bofom,  adorned  v/ith  rows  of  the  fineft  pearl, 
each  as  large  as  a  moderate  goofeberry,  till  the 
rows  defcended  below  the  top  of  the  Ilomacher; 
then  two  ropes  of  pearl,  which  came  from  the 
back  of  the  neck,  were  caught  up  at  the  left  iide 
of  the  ftomacher,  and  finifhed  in  two  fine  taflels. 
Their  heads  were  dreifed  prodigioufly  high  in  a 
vaft  number  of  buckles,  and  two  long  drop  curls 
on  the  neck.  A  great  number  of  diamond  pins 
and  ftrings  of  pearl  adorned  their  heads,  with 
hrge  fulfanes  or  feathers  on  one  fide,  and  magni- 
ficent diamond  ear-rings. 

The  bride  was  drefi^ed  in  cloth  of  filver,  made 
in  the  fame  faOiion,  and  decorated  in  the  fame 
manner  with  the  other  ladies;  but  her  bofom  was 
quite  bare,  and  fhe  had  a  fine  diamond  necklace, 
and  an  enormous  bouquet  of  natural  flowers.  Her 
hair  was  drefifed  as  high  as  the  others,  with  this 
difference,  that  it  was  in  curls  behind  as  well  as 
before ;  and  had  three  curls  which  fell  down  her 
back  from  her  poll,  the  two  fide  ones  reaching  half 
way  down  her  back,  and  the  middle  curl  not 
quite  fo  far :  thefe  three  curls  had  a  fingular  ap- 
pearance, but  not  near  fo  good  an  effed  as  the 
heads  of  the  other  ladies,  whofe  hair  was  plaited 
in  large  folds,  and  appeared  much  more  graceful : 
her  diamonds  were  very  fine,  and  in  great  profu- 

fion. 
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fion.  She  is  but  feventeen  years  old;  is  of  a 
comely  fort  of  beauty,  and  very  full  grown  of  her 
age.  All  the  ladies  that  walked,  about  fixty  in 
number,  were  relations,  or  intimate  friends  to  the 
young  couple;  many  of  them  extremely  hand- 
fome.  The  men  appeared  to  me  to  be  all  alike  ; 
they  were  drelTed  in  black  gowns  like  lawyers, 
with  immenfe  periwigs.  The  bridegroom  is  a 
flender  fair  little  man,  feemed  to  be  much  charmed 
with  his  new  wife ;  he  very  politely  fent  us  the 
epithalamlums  and  other  poems  made  on  the  occa- 
fion,  elegantly  covered  and  adorned  with  engrav- 
ings. I  was  extremely  forry  at  not  being  well 
enough  to  go  to  the  ball  and  fupper ;  however,  I 

perfuaded  M to  comply  with  their  very  polite 

invitation:  he  danced  Englifh  country-dances,  but 
did  not  ftay  to  fupper  :  I  was  not  well  enough  to 
go  to  the  other  wedding ;  but  he  went,  and  it 
paffed  much  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  firit.  Is 
ic  not  fingular,  that  the  Doge's  dignity  fliould 
forbid  his  being  prefent  at  his  own  fon's  wedding  ? 
I  have  employed  my  mornings,  fince  my  recovery, 
in  feeing;  a  few  of  the  mod  remarkable  churches 
and  palaces,  which  are  here  fo  numerous,  that  I 
thought  it  advifeable  to  make  a  feledlion  of  thofe 
moil  worthy  of  notice ;  fo,  during  my  confine- 
ment, I  made  out  a  lift  of  fuch  as  contained  the 
beft  pictures,  i^c.  To  begin  v/idi  the  churches  : 
Cliu'ch  St,  Zaccaria  is  a  church  belonging  to  a  convent  of 
^''■^^''"    noble  ladies  of  the  Bencdidine  order ;  it  is  fronted 

caiia. 

With 
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with  marble.  The  bed  pldure  this  church  pof- 
leffes  is  by  P.  Veronefe ;  it  reprefents  the  Virgin,  P.  Vero- 
the  infant  Jefus,  St.  John,  St,  Jofeph,  St.  Cathe- 
rine, St.  Jerome,  and  St.  Francis  •,  St.  John  is 
upon  a  pedeftal,  and  St.  Francis  is  {"hewing  him 
his  Stigmates :  the  colouring  is  beautiful,  the 
figures  all  exprcHive  of  the  charaders,  the  Virgin 
extremely  handlome,  and  St.  Catherine,  whofe 
profile  only  appears,  is  of  a  molt  amiable  coun- 
tenance ;  her  hair  is  fiaely  done,  is  braided  with 
pearls,  and  in  the  picture  Veronefe  had  a  good 
opportunity  of  difplaying  his  powers  of  reprefent- 
ing  rich  and  ornamental  drapery.  The  grand  altar 
is  finely  decorated  with  porphyry,  and  other  pre- 
cious marbles. 

St.  Fantino  is  worth  feeing  for  its  fine  ornaments  Sf.  Fan- 
in  marble  and  opake  gems  -,  here  are  alfo  two  good 
pictures,  by  Palma.  Palma. 

Scuolo  di  St.  Fantino  is  the  confraternata  of  St.  Scuolodi 
Jerome.     Thefe  brethren  vifit  the  condemned  cri-  jj^^^ 
minals,  and  exhort  them  to  repentance,    i^c.  in 
their  dying  moments.     The  church  belonging  to 
this  convent  is  highly  ornamented  (but  is  not  the 
fame   with  that  above-mentioned) ;  the  cieling  is 
painted  by  Palma,  and  is  amongft  his    beft  per- 
formances j  the  fubjeft  an  AfTumption,  with  the 
Apoftles  and  St,  Jerome.     Here  are  introduced 
the  portraits  of  Tiziano  and  Vittorio  (a  ftatuary), 
Palma,  his  wife,  and  feveral  celebrated  muficians,  Paima. 
friends  of  his.     The  whole  hiftory  of  St.  Jerome 
is  painted  on  the  waljis. 

St. 
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St. Lucca.      St.  Lucca;  this  church  is  fituated  in  the  centre 

of  Venice ;  over  the  grand  altar  is  a  fine  picture 

P.  Vero-   by   P.  Veronefe ;    it  reprefents  St.  Luke,    who, 

nefe.         having  drawn  the  portrait  of  the  Virgin,  which  is 

placed  in  the  corner  of  the  piflure,  is  admiring  it, 

leaning  on  his  ox ;    behind  him  flands  a  pried  : 

this  is  a. very  fine  pidure.     Over  another  altar  is  a 

pidure  by  Benefatto,  a  nephew  of  Veronefe ;  the 

fubjedl,   a  Laft  Supper:    in  this  piece  appears  a 

man  with  a  large  beard,  which  is  the  portrait  of 

Aretino,  who  lies  buried  under  the  pulpit. 

Church         St.  Salvadoro  is  famous  for  its  architedure,  from 

St.  Salva-  {-i^e  defio-ns  of  Julio  Lombardi,    and  for  two  or 

three  good  pamtmgs  by  Tiziano. 
Church         ^  Miracoli,  a  church  belonging  to  the  female 

1  Mira-     convent  of  Clarifts,  is  encrufted  within  and  with- 

coli. 

out  with  fine  marbles,  ferpentine  (tone  and  por- 
phyry.    Over  the  organ  are  two  ftatues  of  children 

Antique    ^^  marble;    they  are  antique,  of  the  laft  beauty, 

Statues,  and  attributed  to  Praxiteles,  the  celebrated  Athe- 
nian fculptor.  Near  the  church  is  the  houfe  I'izi- 
ano  lived  in  ;  he  is  efteemed  with  juftice  the  firft 
painter  of  the  Venetian  fchool :  he  drew  the  pic- 
ture of  Charles  the  Fifth  three  times,  and  was  fo 
highly  favoured  by  this  monarch,  as  to  be  created 
a  Count  of  the  Palatinate :  this  celebrated  artift  is 

interred  in  the  church  of  I  Frari  (where  are  fome 
P  Vero-  .     .  -  . 

nefe.        good  paintings  of  P.  Veronefe) ;    he  died  of  the 

Church     plague  in  1576,  aged  ninety-nine  years. 

gio  Mag.       St.  Giorgio  Maggiore  is  a  church  belonging  to 

giore.       ti^e  Benedidins;    Palladio  was  its  archited;    the 

Architect  - 

Palladio.  front 
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I  front  Is  entirt;]y  of  marble :  in  my  opinion,  this  is 
the  fined  church  in  Venice  ;  1  lay  in  my  opinion, 
as  its  architedure  has  been  criticifed  by  good 
judges.  The  refeflory  bclonging-to  it  contains  the 
famous  pi(5lure  by  P.  Veronefe,  which  reprefents  i'.  Vero- 
the  Marriage  Supper  at  Cana  in  Galilee.  I  was 
not  permitted  by  the  monks  to  enter  tlicir  refeifcory, 
as  no  women  are  fuffered  to  -penetrate  fo  far :  I  there- 
fore waited  for  M in  the  church;  he  made  a 

,  note  of  it:  he  thinks  it  a  very  fine  pidlure,  and 
believes  there  are  more  portraits  amongft  the  per- 
fonages,  than  the  monks  apprehend  :  amongft  the 
muficians  they  point  out  thofe  of  Tiziano,  Tinto- 
retto, and  BalTano  -,  he  thinks  the  colouring,  or- 
donnance,  grouping,  (jffc.  in  Veronefe's  beft  man- 
ner. As  a  proof  of  the  great  difierence  between 
the  prices  now  paid  for  pidlures,  and  what  they 
fold  for  at  the  time  this  was  done,  it  appears  by 
an  entry   in   the  convent  houfehold-book,  which 

M faw,  that  P.  Veronefe   was  paid  for   this 

picture  the  fum  of  tv/enty-two  fequins,  fix  mea- 
fures  of  wheat,  and  two  velfcls  of  v/ine  :  I  wonder 
how  Sir  J —  R —  would  look,  if  he  was  offered 
for  one  of  his  befi  family  plclures  ten  guineas,  an 
hundred  of  cheefe,  and  a  hoglhead  of  ftrong 
beer  !  — 

I  have  but  two  more  churches  to  mention.     St.  Church 
Sebaftiano  contains  feveral  pictures  by  Veronefe;  ji'^jj^p 
here  is  alfo  his  tomb.     The  fan61:uary  is  furnifhed  Veronefe. 
with  a  Very  gooil  pidure  of  his,  which  reprefents 
■     Vol.  II.  A  a  St, 
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St.  Marco  and  St.  Marcellino,  who  are  defcending 
the  ftaircafe  of  the  Praetor,  fuppofed  to  have  juft 
quitted  him  after  he  had  condemned  them  to  die : 
their  mother  appears  earneft  with  them  to  renounce 
their  faith,    and  fave  their  lives;    but  St.  Sebaftian 
exhorts  them  to  be   fteady   in    their  refolutions : 
it  is  a  very  interefting  pidure,  the  colouring  frefh, 
and  in  high  confervation.     Here  are  a  great  col- 
leftion  of  excellent  paintings  :  the  martyrdom   of 
St.  Sebaftian,  and  feveral  circumftances  of  his  life, 
with  fome  fcripture  hiftory,    are  all  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  curious. 
Church         In  the  church  of  St.  Maria  Maggiore  are  fome 
Macreiore  r^^^'^^rkable  paintings.     One  by  Balfano  is  a  moil 
BaJano.    entertaining  fcene ;    the  fubjeft,  Noah's  ark  •,   it  is 
incredible  what  a  number  of  ftrange  animals  he  has 
introduced,  how  highly  he  has  finiftied  the  plum- 
age of  an  amazing  variety  of  birds,  and  the  accu- 
racy with  which  he  has  drawn  the  various  beads, 
^c.     The  Four  Seafons  in  the  naif  oi  this  church 
are  by  the  fame  painter,  and  well  done.     I   fhall 
now  mention  fome  of  the  palaces,  for   I   think   I 
have  introduced  you  to   as  many  churches  as   are 
neceflary  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  reft,  but  be 
affured  I  have  not  named  a  fourth  of  the  number 
this  city  contains.     We  had  a  great  defire  to  fee 
Pallazzo    ^he  Pdllazzo  Pifafji,  on  account   of  one   famous 
Pifani.      pi6lure  by  Veronefe,   reprefenting  the   family  of 
Darius    proftrate    before    Alexander ;    but   were 
much  difappointed  at  hearing  it  had  been  fold  : 
9  this 
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\ 
this  was  the  bdait  of  the  palace,  the  remainder  I 

think  but  indifferent. 

Paiiazzo  Barberigo.     This  palace  contains  feve-  Pallazzo 
ral  excellent  paintings  by  Tiziano  :    amongfl  the  ^'/hengo, 
mod  remarkable  are  the  following  :    a  woman  and 
afatyrj  a  Prometheus  j  Tobias  and  the  Angel,   a 
ifingular  reprefentation  -,    a  Venus  at  her  toilette, 
'Ihe  is  extremely   handfome,  and  appears  to  be  a 
portrait ;  a  Cupid  brings  her  a  crown,  and  another 
holds  the  mirror.     Venus  diffuading  Adonis  from 
the  chafe.     A   Virgin  and  infant  Jefus,  to  whom 
the  Magdalen  prefents  a  box  of  perfumes  ;  this  is 
a  very  fine  picture.     A  v/eeping  Magdalen,  full 
of  the  moft  pathetic  exprefTion.     The  miracle  of 
the  five  loaves,  by  Baflano ;  a  winter  fcene  by  the  BafTano. 
fame  mafter. 

Paiiazzo  GrafTi  contains  a  fine  colle(ftion  of  pic-  Pallazzo 
tures.     Here  is  a  Venus,  by  Tiziano  ;  (lie  ftrongly  ^I^^  ''^ 
refembles  that  at  Florence,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the   portrait  of  a  miftrefs  of  a  duke  of  Ferara. 
A   rape  of  Europa  by  Veronefe,    an   admirable  Veronefe. 
piclure.     Afteon  and  Diana  by  the  fame.     A  very 
fingular  picture ;   its  fubjeifl   the  parable   of  the 
Beam  and  the  Moat,  parliculaiifed  by  Feti.     Some  peti. 
portraits  by  Vandyke.     The  anointing  our   Savi-  Vandyke. 
our's  feet  at  the  table  of  the  Pharifee,  by  Rubens.  R.jbcns. 
A  Cupid  by  Guido.     David  bearing  the  head  of  Guido. 
Goliah.     The  Ifraelites  rejoicing  precede  him,    by 
Guercino.     The  triumph  of  Galathea  by   Schia-  ^^^^^^' 
jrone-.  the  women  are  elegantly  call.  Schia- 

A  a  2  The  ^°"'- 
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■  The  palaces  at  Venice  are  much  in  the  fame 
tade ;  having  feen  one  or  two,  you  have  in  a  man- 
ner fccn  all.  The  Venetians  cover  their  walls 
with  pictures,  and  never  think  their  apartments 
properly  furniflied,  until  they  have  luch  as  fliall 
fill  all  the  fpaces  from  top  to  bottom,  lo  as  com- 
pletely to  hide  the  hanging.  This  being  their 
object,  there  are  in  all  the  colletftions  many  more 
bad  pi6iures  than  good;  and  on  entering  a  room, 
the  number  of  paintings  are  luch,  that  it  is  not  till 
after  fome  recolledlion  you  can  difcriminate  thofe 
piftures  that  merit  attention,  from  amongft  a 
chaos  of  glowing  colours  that  furround  them  ;  and 
which  are  frequently  fo  ill  claffed,  that  a  pifcure 
which  requires  to  be  hung  high,  is  perhaps  the 
loweft  in  the  room,  whilil  another  that  cannot  be 
feen  too  clofe,  touches  t!:e  cornice;  this  is  occa- 
fioned  by  their  great  objedl  of  covering  the  walls, 
never  confidering  what  light,  &c.  may  fuit  their 
pidtures. 

The  palaces  in  general  are  furnifhed  v.'ith  velvet 
2nd  damaPr:,  fringed  or  laced  with  gold.  The 
fioors  are  of  a  compodtion  which  imitates  various 
marbles,  and  has  an  excellent  effedt  ;  but  what  I 
admire  very  much,  and  is  univerfally  found  in  all 
the  houfes,  as  well  as  palaces,  is  the  elegant  man- 
ner in  which  they  paint  the  doors,  architraves, 
flvirting  boards,  and  all  their  wainfcotting  :  it  is, 
fmooth  as  ivory,  of  very  pale  tints  for  the  ground,  ' 
and    prettily    ornamented    with    various   devices, 

feftoons. 
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feftoons,  fruits,  ^^r.  They  alfo  paint  in  frefco  on 
the  v/alls,  with  a  great  deal  of  facility  and  taftc, 
having  an  exceeding  good  idea  of  perfpedive  :  this 
is  to  be  met  with  in  the  pooreft  houfes,  and  where 
they  do  not  go  to  the  expence  of  painting  the 
walls,  their  white-wafh  is  of  an  uncommon  neat- 
nefs ;  it  is  glofiy,  of  a  foft  colour,  and  never 
comes  off.  I  fhall  write  again  before  we  leave  this 
city,  and  muft  break  off  now,  the  time  being 
come  for  our  engagements  to  two  Caflinos  this 
evening.     Adieu,  ^c. 

P.  S.  I  live  almoft  the  whole  of  the  day,  when 
at  home,  in  the  balcony,  which  is  to  me  the  mofl 
agreeable  part  of  this  great  hotel,  I  fliould  fay 
Palazzo.  The  people  are  {o  mufical  here,  that 
all  day  long  the  houfes  fend  forth  the  moll  melo- 
dious  founds,  which  die  off  charmingly  along  the 
water;  till  they  again  awake  the  itrings,  and  at 
the  fame  timiC  drav>/  off  my  attention  io  much  from 
what  ]  am  about,  that  I  believe,  were  I  to  refide 
here  for  any  time,  1  Ihould  do  nothing  but  liflcn 
to  mufic  the  v/hcle  day. 
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LETTER    L!II. 

Venice,  June  the  17th,    1771. 

TO-morrow  we  leave  this  city,  and  proceed  on 
our  route  to  Milan.  I  fhall  write  from  every- 
place we  flop  at  as  ufual,  and  fend  my  letter  by 
the  firft  opportunity,  if  any  offers  before  we  reach 
that  city. 
Caffinos.  The  CaJ/inos  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  lafl. 
letter,  are  fmall  houfes  of  one  or  two  rooms  on  a 
floor ;  neatly  fitted  up,  but  never  fine :  thofe  I 
faw  v^ere  papered  with  India  paper,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  chintz.  It  is  the  fafhion  here  for 
every  perfon  of  diftinflion  to  have  one  Cafilno  at 
lead,  and  very  frequently  more :  they  have  little 
pleafure  in  inhabiting  their  palaces,  which  are 
really  uncomfortable,  and  by  the  plans  and  di-  y 
menfions  rendered  extremely  melancholy.  A  " 
filent  and  folitary  magnificence  reigns  throughout, 
interrupted  only  by  the  hoarfe  wafiiing  of  the  fea  ji 
againfl  the  walls,  which  is  not  exhilarating-  to  r!ie 
fpirits,  you  mud  confefs,  I  fuppofe  it  was  in 
fearch  of  cheerfulncfs,  recreation,  and  fociety,  that 
Cajfinos  were  originally  reforted  to ;  the  greater 
number  of  them  are  fituated  behind  St.  Mark's 
Place.  Here  fmall  Cotteries  meet,  play  at  cards, 
generally  fup  together  on  fome  trifle  they  procure 

from 
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from  the  paftrycooks-fhops  and  coffee-houfes  j 
and  often  pafs  the  night  in  converfation,  mufic, 
or  in  walking  about  the  Place  Sf.  Mark.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  fay  thefe  Caflinos  are  not  often 
made  an  ill  life  of: — all  I  can  aifert  is,  that  in 
thofe  to  which  I  was  introduced,  I  neither  faw 
nor  heard  any  thing  but  what  was  extremely  well 
bred  and  liberal  j  the  fmallnefs  of  the  rooms,  and 
the  card-parties,  prevent  the  formality  of  a  circle. 
The  fociety  was  compofed  of  people  who  feemed 
perfcdliy  well  acquainted  with  each  other,  and 
who  fhewed  us  the  kindeft  attention  as  ftrangers. 
To  us  indeed  thefe  Cajfino  parties  was  not  very 
amufmg,  as  we  could  not  polTibly  find  in  them 
the  pleafures  the  Venetians  feemed  to  do  •,  we  had 
much  rather  have  been  at  an  opera,  or  a  play  j 
but  there  is  no  theatre  open  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year.  The  only  amufements  at  this  time  are  thefe 
private  parties,  walking  in  la  Place  St.  Mark,  tak- 
ing; the  air  in  our  o-ondola  amongfb  the  little  iflands 

D  DO 

near  Venice,  or  v/alking  in  the  Giardini  Giudecca,  GiardinI 

as  they  are  called,  near  Venice  :  which  are  extreme-  ^^"'^^'^" 

.  .       .  c^* 

ly  ill  laid  out,  in  dirty  walks  and  vulgar  arbours; 

the  garden  itfelf  is  divided  into  quarters,  and  con- 
tains little  elfe  than  common  kitchen  garden  ftufF. 
Here  the  fenators  and  people  refort ;  and  are  ferved 
with  refrefhments  in  the  arbours :  there  is  no  dif- 
tindion  lliewn  to. one  more  than  another,  by 
thofe  who  attend  upon  the  company,  yet  we  never 
CQuld  learn  that  any  accident  happened  from  this 
A  a  4  mix- 
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Arfenal     mixture  of  people  and  ranks.     M —  has  been  to 

1       n 

^"'^     "     fee  the  Arfenal  and  the  Bucentaure :  as  to  the  firft, 
cenuure.  ^  ^  ' 

he  fays,  it  agrees  wi:h  the  defcription  the  writers 
of  travels  have  given  cf  it,  but  does  not  think  it 
contains  any  thing  that  might  compenfate  to  me 
for  the  trouble  of  vifiting  it  this  hot  weather.  He 
thinks  the  Bucentattre  *  the  uglieft,  moil  tav^^dry, 
worit  contrived  velTel  he  ever  faw  •,  loaded  with 
ornaments  and  gilding,  and  totally  void  of  grace. 
Cbarita-  We  have  ^ttx\  fome  of  the  Charitable  Infiitu- 
e  infti-  [JQj^s,  or  convents  here;  one  is  called  la  Pieta^  it 

tutions,       .  .  ,  . 

is  an  hofpital  for  foundlings  of  the  female  fex  :  all 
I  Ihall  fay  at  prefent  concerning  this  convent  is, 
that  I  was  in,  and  all  over  it,  and  that  1  faw  no- 
thing curious  :  that  we  were  prefent  in  the  church 
when  there  was  fome  very  good  mufic,  both  vocal 
and  inftrum.cntal,  performed  in  a  tribune,  by  the 
women  of  the  convent:  that  the  tribune  having  a 
lattice  before  ic,  we  could  not  diiiinguifn  the  per- 
formers; I  therefore  begged  to  be  permitted  to  go 
into  the  tribune,  that  I  might  fee  as  well  as  hear 
the  concert :  my  requeft  was  granted  ;  but  when 
I  entered  I  was  ieized  v;ith  fo  violent  a  nt  of 
laughter,  that  I  am  lurprifcd  they  had  not  driven 
me  out  agai'i.  You  cannot  wonder  chat  my  rifibi- 
lity  was  excited,  when,  upon  entering  the  tribune, 
my  eyes  were  ftruck  with  the  fight  of  a  dozen  or 
fourteen   beldams  ugly   and  old ;    one  blowing  a 

*  The  flate  vcfil-l  in  which   the  Dcge  performs  the  annual 
ceremony  of  marrying  the  Acriaiic. 

French 


[    36'     ] 

French  horn,  another  iweating  at  the  bafs-viol, 
another  playing  firft  fiddle,  and  beating  time  with 
her  foot  in  the  greatefl  rage  •,  others  performing 
on  baflbons,  hautboys,  and  clarionets  ;  thefe,  with 
feveral  young  girls  who  formed  the  choir,  and 
one  who  played  upon  the  organ,  compofed  the 
concert,  a  concert  I  never  can  forget ;  but  after 
I  had  feen  it,  I  could  no  longer  bear  to  hear  it, 
fo  much  had  the  fight  of  the  performers  difgufled 
me.  As  to  other  anecdotes  relating  to  this 
convent,  I  lliail  referve  them  for  you  when  we 
meet. 

/  Mettdicanti   is   an    hofpital    dellined   for   the  Hofpital 
relief   of    indigent   f2;irls,    and    decayed   old   aoe.    ^"f"*^^" 
From   what   I  have  leen  of  thefe  charitable  infti- 
tutions,  I  think  they  admit  of  great  improvements 
and  better  regulations. 

The  Glafs  houfes  are  for  the  moft  part  built  in  Glafs- 
the  iflands  near  the  city.  We  went  to  fee  the  beil  "°"  "* 
manufa6ture  of  this  kind,  but  think  it  falls  infi- 
nitely fliort  of  our  Englifli  fine  cut  glafs.  The 
only  thing  I  faw  that  appeared  fingular  or  curious, 
was  certain  feftoons  of  flowers  intended  to  decorate 
luftrcs,  and  large  bouquets  for  faints  in  churches  ; 
the  effeft  of  thefe  flowers  when  finilhed  is  not  very 
pretty,  they  have  a  fragile  and  tawdry  appearance. 
It  is  an  univerfal  cuftom  at  Venice,  to  drefs  up 
wooden  figures,  as  large  as  life,  of  madonnas  and 
faints,  if^c.  and  to  clothe  them  in  various  modes ; 
their  faces  and  hands  are  painted, -to  imitate  na- 

7  ture ; 
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ture ;    but  they  have  the  appearance  of  gigantic 
doll3,  and  are  quite  fufficient  to  make  one  ftart 
when  placed  in  a  darkifli  corner.     At  the  above- 
mentioned  manufadlory,  they  fhevved  us  complete 
furniture  for  a  room  in  the  Grand  Signior's  fe- 
raglio,  which   had  been  befpoke  at  Venice,  and 
made  exactly  to  the  orders  received  from  the  Porte. 
The  moft  remarkable  article  was    the  principal 
fofa-,  it  was  not  raifed  above  four  inches  from  the 
ground,  the  back   and  arms  carved  and  gilt,  its 
carving  forming  curves  and  fcroUs,  and  the  back 
rifing  to   the  height  of  about  eight  feet,     Jn  the 
moulding  were  inferted  or  inlaid,  broad  pieces  of 
thick   blue   glafs  (not  cut),    and  here  and  there 
•fmall   oval  and  round  looking  glaffes,  fo  placed 
as  to  reflcifl  with  variety  every  contiguous  object. 
It  was  covered  with  fine  Lyons  gold  filk,  and  v/as 
to    have    three  or   four   matrafies    of   the   fame. 
Though   in  defcription   this  fofa  may  not  ftrike 
you  as  pretty,  yet  the  effed  was  really  fo  and  very 
odd ;    as  the  fculpted  wood,  which  formed  and 
guided  the  plan  of  the  whole,  was  elegantly  exe- 
cuted, and  defigned  in  a  good  tafte.     The  reft  of 
the  furniture  confifted  of  very    broad   and   low 
ftools,  the  frames  and  feet  of  which  were  deco- 
rated with  gilding  and  pieces  of  blue  glafs.   There 
were  luftres  and  feftoons  of  flowers,  ^c.  to  orna- 
ment the  fame  room. 
Manners.      I  think  1  have  not  yet  mentioned  the  manners 
of  the  Venetians,    at  leaft  not  entered  into  any 

derail 
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detail  on  that  fubjefl,  nor  will  my  time  now  allow 
me,  were  I  much  better  qualified  for  the  ta&  than 
I  really  am.  However,  not  wholly  to  difappoint 
you,  take  this  account  of  fome  of  their  women  at 
lead,  particularly  the  nobility.  The  cultom  of 
Cavalicri  Serventi  prevails  univerfally  here :  this 
ufage  would  appear  in  a  proper  light,  and  take 
off"  a  great  part  of  the  odium  thrown  upon  the 
Italians,  if  the  Cavalieri  Serventi  were  called  huf- 
bands  -,  for  the  real  hufoand,  or  beloved  friend, 
of  a  Venetian  lady  (often  for  life),  is  the  Cicijheo. 
The  huiband  married  in  church  is  the  choice  of 
her  friends,  not  by  any  means  of  the  lady.  It  is 
from  fuch  abl'urd  tyranny  of  the  relations  and 
friends  of  young  girls,  not  fuffering  them  to  chufe 
for  themfelves,  that  this  chufing  of  Cicifbeos,  or 
Cavalieri  Serventi,  has  taken  its  life,  and  will 
never  be  relinquifned  in  Italy,  v/hilfl:  the  fame  in- 
congruous combinations  fubfift  :  this  furely  lelTens 
the  criminality,  at  leaft  in  fome  degree.  Thd 
Venetian  ladies  have  a  gay  manner  of  dreffing 
their  heads,  which  becomes  them  extremely  when 
young,  bur  appears  very  abfurd  when  age  has 
furrowed  over  their  fine  fkins,  and  brought  them 
almoft  to  the  ground,  I  felt  a  Ihock  at  firft  fight 
of  a  tottering  old  pair  I  faw  enter  a  coffee-houfc 
the  other  evening  ;  they  were  both  fhaking  with 
the  palfy,  leant  upon  each  other,  and  fupported 
themfelves  by  a  crutch-ftick ;  they  were  bent 
almofl  double  by  the  weight  of  years  and  infir- 
mities. 
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mities,  yet  the  lady's  head  was  drefied  with  great 
care ;  a  little  rcfe  coloured  hat,  nicely  trimmed 
with  blond,  was  ftuck  juft  above  her  right  ear, 
and  over  her  left  was  a  fmall  matt  of  artifi- 
cial flowers ;  her  few  grey  hairs  behind  were  tied 
with  ribbon,  but  fo  thinly  fcattered  over  her  fore- 
head, that  large  patches  of  her  fnrivelled  fkin  ap- 
peared between  the  parting  curls :  the  Cavaliere 
was  not  drefTtd  in  the  fame  ftyle,  all  his  elegance 
confided  in  an  abundance  of  Vv'ig  Vv^hich  flowed 
upon  his  Ihoulders.  I  inquired  who  this  venercule 
couple  were,  and  learnt,  that  the  gentleman  had 
been  the  faithful  Cavaliere  of  the  fame  lady  above 
forty  years  j  that  they  had  regularly  frequented 
the  Place  St.  Mark  and  the  coffce-houfes,  and 
with  the  mofl;  fl:eady  confl:ancy  had  loved  each 
other,  till  age  and  difeafe  v/ere  conduiling  them 
hand  in  hand  together  to  the  grave.  However,  a 
forty  years  conftancy  is  far  from  tiniverjal  at 
Venice  ;  coquettes  are  to  be  found  there,  as  well  as 
elfewhere :  I  have  fecn  fome  inftances  of  coquetry 
at  fourfcore ;  a  Donna  Nobile^  whom  a  catarrh 
and  Satan  had  bound,  "  lo,  thele  eighteen  years  !'* 
was  fuftaining  herfelf  on  the  arm  of  a  briflc 
Cicifbeo  about  twenty-five,  in  the  Place  St.  Mark; 
fhe  had  often  changed  Cavalieri,  as  you  may  fup- 
pofe.  Several  infl:ances  of  the  moft  fatal  efirtts 
from  jealoufy  are  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of 
modern  Venetian  gallantry;  but  fuch  anecdotes, 
with  fome  of  a  lefs  tragical  kind,  I  fnall  commu- 
nicate 
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nicate  to  you  when  we  meet,  as  they  would  con- 
fume  too  much  time  to  narrate  them  with  my  pen. 
A  new  regulation  in  the  coffee  ho ufes  had  jull 
taken  place  before  our  arrival :  the  partitions, 
which  formed  a  kind  of  cells  in  the  interior  of  them, 
into  which  two  or  three  people  might  retire  and 
faften  the  door,  are  now  taken  away,  and  the 
rooms  quite  open  and  public.  At  firll:  the  fenate 
had  determined  to  exclude  the  women  entirely 
from  entering  the  coffee-houfes,  but  tiiey  remon- 
ftrated  fo  violently  and  effcdiually  againfl  this 
meafure,  that  they  were  allowed  the  liberty  of 
appearing  publickly,  but  abfolutely  forbid  to 
retire  in  private  into  any  room,  and  the  little 
rooms  were  vvithout  exception  ordered  to  be 
thrown  into  the  large  ones.  Another  law  has  juft 
been  promulgated,  which  is,  that  if  zny  fille  di  joie 
is  found  walking  the  ftreets  about  the  Place  Si, 
Mark,  i^c.  for  the  Erft  oftence  flie  is  to  have  her 
head  completely  fiiaved,  and  fuffer  imprifonment 
for  a  time  fpecified -,  and  for  the  fecond  offence, 
her  eye-brows  are  alfo  to  be  fliaved,  fne  is  to  be 
branded  between  the  eyes,  and  baniPned  the  Re- 
public. The  fingularity  of  the  fituation  of  this 
town,  I  believe,  will  account  for  its  tiring  ftrangers 
fooner  than  rnofl:  others  •,  1  fancy  myfelf  a  prifoner, 
from  being  furrounded  wich  water ;  at  the  fame 
time  nothing  ran  be  more  convenient  and  eafy 
than  the  gondolas.     I   fliall  quit  Venice  with  lefs 

regret. 
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regret,  than  I  have  hitherto  done  any  other  refi- 
dence  in  Italy. 

Adieu,  you  fliall  hear  from  me  again  as  foon  as 
poflible.     I  am,  as  ever,  ^c. 

P.  S,  I  fofgot  to  mention  to  you,  that  the  cele- 
brated Rialto  does  not  anfwer  the  idea  I  had 
formed  of  it.  The  arch  is  indeed  large,  but 
wants  a  certain  dignity  that  fhould  accompany 
architecture  of  a  bold  ftyle ;  it  does  not  flrike  ond 
with  awe,  there  is  no  greatnefs  in  the  appearance. 
The  bridge  has  paltry  fhades  built  on  each  fide 
of  it;  thefe  are  fhops,  and  their  mt-rchandife  is 
brilliant  and  coftly,  for  they  fell  nothing  but  pearls 
and  gold  ornaments* 


LET. 
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LETTER     LIV. 

Padua,   19th  of  June. 

WE  arrived  here  laft  night,  and  find  Padua 
an  old,  ftraggling,  ugly  town,  though 
founded  by  Antenor,  and  celebrated  by  clafllc 
authors  •,  it  is  but  twenty-five  miles  from  Venice. 
We  embarked  at  Venice  in  a  boat  called  a  hurchioy 
in  which  is  a  pretty  room  glazed,  painted,  and 
extremely  convenient.  Four  rowers  conveyed  us 
from  Venice  to  the  canal,  formed  by  the  Br  ait  a, 
when  two  horfes  towed  us  along.  Before  you 
gain  the  Brenta,  your  route  is  indicated  by  piquets 
fixed  at  certain  diftances  in  the  water,  that  you 
may  not  lofe  your  way  through  the  Lagune  ;  and 
the  firft  terra  firma  you  come  to  is  called  Fufma,  ^'^^^^^^ 
five  miles  from  Venice.  From  that  city  to  Padua 
the  views  are  delightful  \  for  the  firft  five  miles, 
Venice  alfo  gives  you  a  variety  of  appearances : 
the  iflands  of  the  Lagunes  are  fertile,  and  under  a 
plentiful  cultivation.  While  we  were  towed  along 
the  Brenta,  the  banks  prefented  us,  on  each  fide, 
with  gardens  planted  down  to  the  water's  edge, 
crowned  with  palaces  and  beautiful  villas.  One 
of  the  moft  elegant  of  the  former  is  that  of  Fof-  Palaces 
eari,    another  that  of  Pifani,   twenty  miles  from  and  Fifa- 
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Venice,  and  five  from  Padua :  the  gardens  be- 
longing to  this  laft  are  very  large,  and  laid  out  in 
the  tafte  of  thole  of  Marli  near  Paris.  We  paffed 
by  fevervil  villages  after  having  entered  the  Brenta: 
the  name  of  the  firft  is  Mira,  in  which  are  feveral 
good  houfes  :  the  next  Doglw;  the  third  Slra  -,  the 
fourth  Noventa,  but  two  miles  from  Padua. 

Fcrtidca-       Lalande  afierts  the  fortifications  of  this  town  to 

tions.        j^^  •j.j  good  repair-,  and  fays  fo  much  of  them,  that 

M had  the  curiofity   to  go  round   and   vifit 

them  ;  but  found  them  all  in  ruins.  Lalande  moft 
certainly  never  faw  them,  but  took  his  account 
from  fome  old  defcription  of  them,  as  all  he  fays 
in  regard  to  Padua,  (the  hiftorical  part  excepted) 
is  entirely  falfe.  I  think,  in  a  well  governed  llate, 
there  fhould  be  a  fevere  punifhment  infii(5led  upon 
travellers,  who  do  not  make  truth  their  guide : 
the  leafl:  inconvenience  attendant  on  fo  b.ife  a  con- 
dufu,  is  the  giving  a  great  deal  of  unnecelliiry 
trouble  and  difappointment  to  thole  who  credit 
their  reprefentations.  In  the  Cathedral  church  of 
this   city    is    a    Virgin,    painted   by    the    famous 

Giotto.  Cictto  \  Pelyarque  once  poffeffed  this  pifture,  and 
bequeathed  it  to  Francefco  di  Carrara.  The 
Sacrifty  hokls  a  collfftion  of  curious  pictures ; 
that  of  the  Virgin  and  infant,  announced  to  be  of 

Tiz-ano.  T'lziano^  is  fine ;  but  as  the  Virgin  is  not  in  the 
fame  ftyle  with  mod  of  thofe  painted  by  that 
mafter,  it  has  been  conjectured  pardcnone  drew 
the  Virgin,   and  Titian  the  Child.     Here  is  an 

excellent 


excellent  portrait  of  Petrarque,  placed  amongft 
the  olher  canons  of  the  cathedral.  The  library- 
is  worth  feeing,  as  it  contains  fome  curious  ma- 
nufcripts. 

The  Church  of  Sl  Jjiiomo  is  an  old  Gothic  g^^"'^^ 
building.     Here  are  fome  l^ajjo  relievos  by  DoKa  tonio. 
fello  in   bronze,   tolerably  o-ood.     In  one  of  the  ^°"^- 
chapels  is  a  decollation  of  St.  John,  by  Piazzetta  \  Piazzetta. 
this  is  a  very  fine  pifture,  but  the  fubjedt,  with 
the  circumftances  here  depidled,    is  fliocking  to 
contemplate.     A  martyrdom  of  St.  Bartelemi^  by 
Tiepoletto.     Alfo   the  martyrdom   of  St.  y^^/^^  i  Tiepolet- 
an  executioner  cutting  off  her  breads  by  the  fame 
painter  :  horrible  objedls  ! 

St.  Antonio\  chapel  is  much  adorned  with 
marble  ftatues,  bajfo  relievos^  pillars,  i^c>  In  the 
interior  are  nine  pieces  of  fculpture  in  hajfo  relievo, 
with  figures  nearly  as  large  as  life,  reprefenting  the 
moft  remarkable  events  of  the  iaint's  life  ;  which, 
though  but  indifferently  executed,  afford  amufe- 
ment  from  the  oddity  of  the  adventures  they  re- 
prefent.  In  the  firft  compartment  appears  St. 
Antonio,  who  is  fo  defirous  of  the  glory  of  mar- 
tyrdom, as  to  quit  his  canonical  habits,  to  become 
a  member  of  the  pooreft  order  of  monks-,  this  is 
by  one  Minello  di  Bardi.  In  the  fecond  compart-  Minello 
ment  appears  the  faint,  who  making  the  fign  of  *^^  ^^'''^^* 
the  crofs,  faves  the  life  of  a  woman  that  her  huf- 
band  had  kindly  thrown  out  of  a  window.  The 
third  is  by  Campagna,  and  is  one  of  the  beft.     St. 
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Jntonio  in  this  performs  a  very  ufeful  miracle,  for 
he  raifes  a  young  man  at  Lifbon  from  the  dead, 
in  order  to  clear  his  father  from  the  unjufl;  accu- 
fation  of   having   murdered   him.     Another   ex- 
traordinary miracle  of  his,  is  the  joining  on  to  his 
leg  the  foot  of  a  child,  who  had  cut  it  off,  as  a 
puniihment  for  having  kicked  his  mother.     The 
converfion  of  an  heretic,    appears   alfo   amongft 
them ;    the  heretic's  name  was  Alcardino  -,    he  faid 
he  Ihould  be  converted  and  become  a  difciple  of 
St.  Antonio,  if  a  drinking  glafs  thrown  out  of  the 
window  fhould  receive  no  frafture,  through  the 
power  or  interpofition  of  the  faint.     The  experi- 
ment was  made,  and  the  glafs,  inftead  of  break- 
ing, broke  the  flone  to  pieces  on  which  it  fellj 
upon  ihcftght  of  this  miracle,  the  heretic  was  (as 
you  may  fuppofe)  immediately  converted.    About 
the  middle  of  the  chapel  is  a  fine  altar  of  granite, 
in   which  is  enclofed  the   body  of  St.  Antonio: 
this  altar  is  richly  decorated  with  columns  of  verd 
antique,  bronze  ftatues  of  faints,  fome  beautiful 
filver  candlefticks  of  curious  workmanfhip,  and 
of  great  weight.     One  fine  gold  lamp  and  twenty- 
four  of  filver  burn  conftantly  in  this  chapel.    The 
Exvotis  of  gold  and  filver,  cover  the  walls  over. 
In  tlie  church  are  fome  monuments  worthy  obfer- 
vation  •,  I  noticed  one  in  particular  to  the  memory 
of  Helena  Cornaro  Pifcopia,  a  noble  Venetian  lady, 
who  was  honoured  at  Padua  with  the  degree  of 
Doftor  in  Philolbphy  for  her  great  learning  i    I 

believe 
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believe  it  v/ould  not  be  eafy  at  this  day,  to  find  a 
Venetian  lady  capable  of  anfwering  for  a  dodor's 
\ '    degree. 

The  Church  of  St.   Giujlina  deferves  notice ;  Church 
there  are  lome  good  pictures  in  it,  particularly  tina. 
one  over  the  great  altar,  by  P.  Veronefe,  which  ^•^^''°" 
has  much  merit,  though  confiderably  damaged  by 
the  damps.      Several   of  the  churches  here   are 
worth  feeing,  and  fome  palaces.     The  hall  of  au- 
dience called  //  Salone^    is  one  of  the  largeft  in 
all  Italy,    it  is  principally  vifited  upon  this  ac- 
count. 

Here  you  fee  feveral  remarkable  Monuments,  Famous 
two  of  them  are  to  the  memory  of  two  as  virtuous  ^lents. 
ladies  as  ancient  Rome  ever  boafted  of;  one  La 
Marchefa  Lucrezia  Dondi  Orologia,  wife  of  Pio 
Enea^  marchefe  de  gli  Ohizzi^  who  died  in  defence 
of  her  honour :  the  other,  Bianca  de  Rofs^  who 
was  facrificed  upon  the  tomb  of  her  hufband, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  tyrant  Ezzelino.  The 
ftories  of  thefe  ladies  would  take  up  more  time 
than  I  can  now  command  •,  befides,  they  are  too 
fhocking  for  relation.     Adieu,  for  the  prefent. 

Verona,  the  20th  of  June,  1771. 

(In    continuation,)      Laft    night    we   reached 

Vicenza,    v/hich    is    about   eighteen    miles   from 

Padua,  and  pafTed  this  morning  in  viewing  the 

famous    amphitheatre,    i£c.      From   Vicenza  to 
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Verona  is  thirty-two  miles-,  the  road  very  tolerable, 
and  the  country  well  planted  with  mulberries  and 
vines. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  covered  with  water 
meadows,  in  which  rice  is  generally  cultivated. 
Nothing  looks  prettier  than  thefe  meadows  when 
the  fun  (hines  on  them ;  the  trenches  for  the  water 
are  cut  in  (traight  lines,  and  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  fo  like  a  field  of  rice,  as  a  fine  pale  green 
filk  ftriped  with  filver. 

Viccnza.  Vicenza  makes  a  fingular  appearance;  as  at  firfl 
fight  it  prelents  you  with  nothing  but  commence- 
ments of  noble  palaces,  which  have  been  left 
unfinifhed.  Thefe  edifices  (by  Palladio),  if  com- 
pleted, would  have  made  this  a  beautiful  city : 
two  rivers  run  through  the  town,  over  which  are 

Bridge      three  bridges,  one  of  them,    by  Palladio,    is  of 
^  ^  ^°'   beautiful  proportions-,  it  has  but  one  arch,  and  on 
the  parapet  walls   a   baluftrade  of  marble  j    the 
■whole  is  fimple,  and  in  a  noble  ilyle. 

Theatre  Palladio  has  alfo  built  //  teatro  olympico^  'tis  his 
Olympi-  chef-d'mivre  taken  from  the  plans  of  the  antique 
theatres  •,  its  form  a  demi-oval  divided  the  long 
way,  no  boxes,  but  fteps  ferve  as  feats  for  the 
fpeftators.  There  is  but  one  fcene,  and  that  is 
fixed  at  the  extremity  of  the  ftage,  being  a  view 
of  feven  flreets  which  feem  to  terminate  there: 
thefe  ftrects  are  decorated  with  temples  and  other 
public  edifices,  all  in  wood  and  immoveable ;  they 
leflTen  in  real  perfpe^tive ;  I  could  walk  through  fomc 
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of  them,  but  the  fiirtheft  grew  too  narrow  to  ad- 
mit my  pafTing.  Tbe  Profcenium  reprefents  a  tri- 
umphal arch,  dedicated  to  Hercules  -,  this  theatre 
is  efleemed  one  of  the  moft  perfedl  morfels  of 
modern  architecture  the  world  can  boaft  of. 

In  the  Piazza  d'Ifola  is  a  beautiful  front  of  a 
palace  by  Palladia.  He  was  an  acceffary  to  the 
ruin  of  many  of  the  great  families  at  Vicenza^  by 
drawing  them  into  a  tafte  for  architefture.  It  is 
aflerted  here,  that  it  was  done  from  a  motive  of 
revenge,  for  their  having  imprifoned  his  fon,  who 
was  an  extravagant  fpendthrift,  during  the  father's 
abfence  from  Vicenza,  who  on  his  return  gave 
them  plans  and  falfe  eftimates,  to  induce  them 
to  begin  upon  what  he  knew  they  never  could 
iinifli. 

Here  are  fome  churches  worth  feeing :  that  of 
la  Santa  Corona  contains  a  fine  pi6lure,  by  P.  Church  la 
Veronefe^  of  the  Adoration  of  the  Magi.  The  j-ona.^ 
country  about  Vicenza  is  rather  pleafmg.  A  flat 
field,  furrounded  with  a  ditch,  and  planted  with 
trees,  is  the  place  frequented  by  the  inhabitants  as 
a  public  walk.  You  enter  by  a  triumphal  arch 
eredted  by  Palladio  j  it  is  of  fine  proportions,  very 
much  and  very  defervedly  admired. 

There  are  fome  elegant  gardens  and  cafinos  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  city,  but  we  had  not 
time  to  vilic  them.  Your  accommodation  in  the  Verona. 
inns,  provifions,  beds,  ^c.  are  better  through  the 
Venetian  ftates  than  in  moft  others  of  Italy.  The 
B  b  3  river 
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river  Adigio  pafTes  through  this  city,  over  which 
are  three  bridges :  one  in  particular  is  remarkably 
ct"  e^llo^  fine  i  it  is  called  il  Ponte  di  Cajlello  Vecchio, 
Vecchio.  'pj^g  Arena,  or  antique  amphitheatre,  is  the  firft 
objc6t  of  curiofity  at  Verona ;  it  is  fuperb,  and 
built  in  the  fame  tafte  with  the  Cclifco  at  Rome : 
the  fhape  is  oval.  There  are  forty -five  rows  of 
gradins  (fteps)  carried  all  round,  formed  of  fine 
blocks  of  marble  about  a  foot  and  an  half  high 
each,  and  above  two  feet  broad.  Twenty-two 
thoufand  perfons  may  be  feated  here  at  their  eafe, 
aliov;ing  one  foot  and  an  half  for  each  perfon. 
This  amphitheatre  is  quite  perfeft,  and  has  been 
lately  as  well  as  frequently  repaired  with  the  great- 
elt  care,  at  the  expence  of  the  inhabitants.  They 
frequently  give  public  fpeclacks  in  ic,  fuch  as 
horfe-races,  combats  of  wild  beads,  i^c.  It  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  built  in  the  reign  of  the  em- 
peror Trajan.  Near  the  amphitheatre  in  the 
Piazza  Bra  is  a  mufeum,  or  colledion  of  rarities 
and  antiques,  fome  very  curious  infcriptions,  fla- 
tues,  i^c.  but  we  had  time  only  to  take  a  very 
curfory  view  of  them.  In  this  building  is  a  kind 
of  public  room  for  converfation  and  cards,  where 
the  people  of  fafliion  of  the  town  meet  every 
evening.  There  is  fcarcely  a  fmall  town  in  Italy 
that  has  not  fomething  of  this  kind.  It  is  a  much 
more  fociable  plan  than  the  receiving  their  ac- 
quaintance in  their  own  houfes,  which  occafions 
much  trouble  and  fome  expence.     I  Ihould  think, 

that 
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that  were  this  pradifed  in  fome  of  the  country 
towns  in  England,  under  proper  regulations,  it 
might  be  produ6live  of  more  fociety  and  rational 
amufement,  than  the  continual  dining  about  with 
country  neighbours,  and  the  teafing  importunity 
of  vifitors,  not  always  in  themfelves  agreeable. 
The  theatre  is  fpacious,  and  very  convenient ;  it  Theatre, 
is  almoft  circular,  has  five  rows  of  boxes  one 
over  the  other  ^  each  range  confifts  of  twenty- 
feven  in  number.  To  my  great  regret,  there  is 
no  opera  here  at  prefent ;  but  they  affure  us  that 
the  mufic  is  excellent  in  the  month  of  November, 
when  they  have  as  fine  fingers  as  any  in  Europe. 
They  boaft  much  of  a  Cantatrice  of  the  name  of 
Jguiari,  commonly  called  the  Bajiardina  of  Fer- 
rara,  whofe  voice,  they  fay,  is  of  a  wonderful 
compafs  and  fiexibility.  Mentioning  this  finger 
reminds  me,  that  when  at  the  Pieta  at  Venice,  they 
told  us  the  famous  Gabrieli  was  educated  there, 
and  a  long  ftory  of  the  manner  in  which  fhe  con- 
trived to  efcape  from  thence.  I  think  I  have  men- 
tioned this  finger  to  you  before,  whofe  mufical 
talents  and  capricious  temper  have  given  trouble 
to  every  body  ihe  has  had  to  do  with. 

f^ere  are  fome  vefliges  of  antique  arches  and 
gate-ways,  but  none  very  fine.  Moft  of  the  houfes 
and  other  buildings  in  this  city  are  marble.  Seve- 
ral churches  contain  piftures  and  fculpture  not 
unworthy  the  traveller's  notice :  but  we  had  not 
time  this  morning  to  vifit  them,  and  the  other  ob- 
B  b  4  jefts 
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jecls  already  mentioned,  at  our  eafe.  We  have 
employed  the  evening  in  viewing  fome  cabinets  of 
natural  hiftory  Amongfl:  many  rare  and  curious 
articles  of  the  folfile  kind,  the  petrified  fifh  are  the 
moil  furprifing.     I  have  packed  up  Ibme  to  travel 

with  us,  asM thinks  they  are  a  good  addition 

to  the  little  coUedlion  I  have  lent  to  England, 
Thefe  petrified  filli  are  found  at  about  eighteen 
miles  diflance  from  Verona,  in  the  mountain 
Boka^  where  are  certain  Hones  in  layers,  of  a 
dufky,  greyifh,  and  brownifn  hue  •,  of  about  an 
inch  thick  in  general,  not  rough,  but  of  a  fuper- 
ficies  as  fmooth  as  a  flate ;  they  feparate  in  flivers 
v/hen  taken  from  the  quarry,  by  the  application 
of  the  chifTel ;  if  that  part  is  hit  right  which  con- 
tains the  print  of  the  fifh,  the  head,  bones,  fins, 
tail,  ^c.  are  all  fo  extremely  v/ell  preferved,  that  it 
is  eafy  to  diftinguifh  the  fpecies.  They  alfo  find 
the  imprefiions  of  leaves,  plants,  ^c.  but  never 
any  kind  of  petrified  Ihell,  or  fhell-fifh. 

Though  we  have  fcen  but  little  of  the  Veronefc, 
yet  are  we  inclined  to  think  them  ingenious,  and 
more  knowing  in  phyficks,  and  the  fpeculative 
branches  of  fcience,  than  the  Italians  in  general. 

To-morrow  morning  we  mean  to  continue  our 
route  with  as  much  expedition  as  poflible  towards 
Milan,  from  v/hence  you  Ihall  hear  from  us  an  our 
arrival.     I  am,  as  ever,  ^c. 

P.  S.  Though  the  poll:  does  not  go  from  hence 
to-night,  they  afilire  me  my  letter  will  be  equally 
fafe  with  them. 

LET. 
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LETTER     LV. 

Milan,  the  23d  of  June, 

U  R  arrival  here  laft  night,  was  through  a 
violent  ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  ac- 
companied with  gulls  of  wind  and  rain.  We  are 
well  lodged  at  the  bed  inn ;  the  fign  the  Woman 
of  Samaria,  which  I  mention  on  account  of  its 
fingularity.  The  night  before  laft  we  flept  at 
Brefcia.  From  Verona  to  Milan  is  about  one 
hundred  and  four  miles,  through  a  very  rich  foil 
and  fertile  country,  clofely  cultivated  with  vines, 
mulberry- trees,  and  corn,  (^c,  its  face  is  flat -,  at 
length  the  horizon  is  bounded  by  mountains,  co- 
vered with  fnow :  this  fort  of  profpeft  continued  to 
Bergamo.  We  had  difagreeable  rivers  to  pafs, 
which  are  fubje6t,  it  feems,  in  winter,  to  overflow 
their  banks,  and  make  the  road  extremely  trou- 
blefome,  if  not  dangerous.  Some  good  pidures 
are  to  be  feen  at  Brefcia,  as  well  in  the  churches  Brefcia* 
as  in  private  colledtions ;  but  we  did  not  make 
any  delay  in  this  town,  arriving  in  the  evening, 
and  leaving  it  the  next  morning.  The  weather 
was  fo  extremely  hot  and  ftormy,  that  there  was 
no  poffibility  of  going  to  fee  any  thing,  unlefs  wc 
had  determined  to  ftay  here  a  day  or  two,  which 
did  not  appear  to  us  to  be  worth  while.  This 
town  is  remarkable  in  hiftory,  and  mentioned  as 
6  the 
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the  fcene  of  many  extraordinary  events,  both  in 
ancient  and  modern  times.  I  (hould  have  been 
glad  to  have  leen  the  houfe  the  Chevalier  Bayard 
occupied,  when  Gafton  de  Fcix  took  the  town.  I 
dare  lay  you  recal  the  circumftances  of  this  re- 
markable event,  as  mentioned  in  the  reign  of 
Lewis  the  Twelfth  by  the  French  hiflorians. 

Bergamo  is  the  native  country  of  Harlequin : 
here  that  abfurd  charadler  originated,  and  al- 
though we  did  but  change  horfes  at  that  town,  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  difcerning  the  chara6ter- 
iftics  of  the  Italian  Harlequin.  The  poll  mafter, 
th(  Doltilions,  ^c.  have  a  fpecies  of  humorous 
repartee,  an  arch  manner  of  being  alert,  and  an 
agility  which  participates  both  of  mifchief  and 
folly  in  all  their  adions :  they  are  quite  different 
looking  people  from  any  other  Italians  we  have 
yet  feen.  The  road  from  Bergamo  hither  lies 
through  the  rich  and  delightful  plains  of  Lom- 
bardy.  For  about  twelve  miles  before  v/e  reached 
Milan,  it  was  perfeftly  good;  and  the  meadows, 
enclofed  with  hedge-rows,  and  watered  by  trenches 
calculated  for  that  purpofe,  prefent  the  richeft 
pafturage  that  can  be  feen.  This  city  feems  very 
large  and  confiderable  •,  we  are  already  provided 
with  Milanele  fervants,  a  coach,  ^c.  The  prices 
are,  for  a  very  handfome  town-carriage,  fifteen 
•paiils  per  day,  the  laquais  de  louage^  four  pauls  a 
day  each  •,  our  own  dinner,  ten  pauls  a  piece;  fup- 
per,  the  lame-,  four  pauls  for  the  valet  de  cham- 

brej 
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bre  J  ten  pauls  more  our  bed-chamber  •,  and  no 
charge  for  our  dining-room.  We  are  admirably- 
well  ferved,  fed,  and  lodged.  The  trout  of  the 
Barromean  lake  are  as  large  as  the  iargeft  Englifh 
falmon,  and  much  better  than  any  fifli  I  ever 
tailed.  The  turkeys  and  all  their  fowl  of  every 
kind,  being  fed  upon  rice  and  milk,  are  not  only 
the  fattelt,  but  I  believe  the  beft  in  the  worldo 
All  other  forts  of  provifions,  as  well  as  game,  in 
the  greateft  plenty  and  perfedion.  I  fhall  write 
once  more  from  hence ;  we  fhall  not  ftay  longer 
here  than  to  fee  this  city,  &c,  and  then  diredl  oui' 
courfe  to  Turin.     Adieu,  ^c. 


LETTER    LVI. 


Milan,  June  the  aSth. 
7  E  fct  out  on  our  journey  to-morrow,  and 
might  reach  Turin  the  fame  night,  though 
it  is  ninety  miles  from  hence,  did  we  not  prefer 
travelling  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  and  lying  by 
during  the  heat ;  fo  we  muft  fleep  one  night  on 
the  road.  Milan,  in  my  opinion,  though  very 
large  and  confiderable,  is  not  beautiful :  fome  of 
the  environs  are  pretty,  and  very  convenient  for 
taking  the  air  in  coaches.  The  Duke  of  Modena 
refides  here  (he  is  Vice-governor  of  the  Milanefe), 
with    the    princefs    his   grand-daughter.     Count 

Permian 


Fermian  reprefents  her  Imperial  Majefty,  he  (lures 
the  government  with  the  Duke:  Count  Fermian's 
very  amiable  character  is  ib  well  known,  that  it 
is  needlefs  for  me  to  repeat  thofe  praifes  which 
natives  and  foreigners  fo  liberally  beftow  upon 
him  ;  we  wifhed  to  have  feen  fo  remarkable  a  man, 
but  at  this  time  he  is  abfent  from  Milan,  we  are 
told  at  Vienna. 

Determining  to  make  no  acquaintance  here, 
but  to  remain  as  little  known  as  pofTible,  we  have 
funk  all  our  letters  of  recommendation  j  forefeeing 
that,  inftead  of  paffing  a  ftw  days  at  Milan,  we 
might  be  induced,  by  the  civilities  of  thofe  to 
whom  our  letters  are  addrelTed,  to  a  refidence  of 
at  lead  a  month  or  fix  wTeks,  which  would  have 
deftroyed  our  prefent  plan  of  operations,  and  frus- 
trated our  intention  of  returning  to  you  within  the 
time  propofed.  Tiie  Milanefe  character  is  univer- 
fally  that  of  hofpitality  and  kindnefs  to  ftrangers, 
and  with  our  letters  of  recommendation,  no  doubt 
we  fhould  have  found  as  much  difficulty  in  leaving 
Milan,  as  in  quitting  Bologna.  By  this  prudent 
meafure  v/e  have  feen  all  that  is  curious  in  this 
city,  and  fiiall  depart  to-morrow  without  regret. 
Should  you  be  defirous  of  a  defcription  of  the 
Duke,  I  will  give  it  you  another  time,  if  pcjjibk', 
for  to  do  him  jultice,  1  think  he  "  beggars  all  de- 
fcription "  afk  me  not  in  what  fenfe. — His  grand- 
daughter has  an  amiable  charader;  fhe  is  to  be 
married  immediately  to  a  brother  of  the  Emperor. 

I  fhall 
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I  Hiall  now  mention  what  we  have  feen  :  //  Buomo^  Church  a 
the  Cathedral  Church,  is  fituated  in  the  center  of  "^"'^* 
the  city :  it  is  the  moft  confiderable  edifice  at 
Milan,  and  efteemed  by  many,  the  finefl:  church 
in  Italy  after  St.  Peter's  at  Rome.  The  columns 
that  adorn  and  fupport  it  are  fuperb ;  particularly 
four  pillars  under  the  dome  or  cupola,  which  arc 
each  about  twenty-eight  feet  in  circumference: 
it  is  profufely  decorated  with  marbles,  ftatues, 
ornaments,  ^c,  fo  that  one  fine  thing  hides  ar.- 
other  :  whoever  loves  an  extenfive  view,  may  find 
one  that  will  content  him  from  the  top  of  the 
dome.  The  famous  Chapel  of  St.  Charles  Bar- 
romeo  is  under  part  of  the  church;  his  body  is 
entire,  and  lies  in  a  cryftal  cafe,  finely  drefied  m 
rich  pontifical  habits;  his  face  is  quite  perfe<5l, 
excepting  juft  the  tip  of  the  nofe,  but  his  fkin  is 
of  the  colour  and  confiftency  of  parchment;  it  has 
a  fliining  appearance,  like  a  burn  or  a  fcald  newly- 
healed  ;  he  has  filk  gloves  on :  his  portrait  is  pre- 
ferved  in  a  little  chapel  juft  by;  it  is  done  in 
embroidery  by  the  famous  Peregina,  and  exhibits 
a  (Irong  likenefs  to  what  he  is  at  prefent.  He 
caufed  his  catacomb  (which  is  very  near  his  chapel) 
to  be  dug  out  before  his  death,  where  his  body 
had  remained  an  hundred  and  eighty-feven  years, 
at  the  time  of  its  removal  into  this  cryflal  cafe. 
The  oftagonal  panes  of  rock  cryflal,  of  v;hich  the 
cafe  is  formed,  are  each  ten  inches  long  and  eight 
broad i    they   are  fet  in  filvcr  gilt:    his  crofier, 

which 
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which  lies  by  him,  is  richly  ornamented  with 
diamonds.  The  walls  of  this  chapel  are  lined  with 
lilver  pannels,  wrought  in  bajfo  relievo;  whofe 
fubjefts  are,  the  birth,  life,  and  death  of  this 
Saint :  this  chapel  is  always  illuminated,  and  is  a 
rich  treafure  in  itlelf.  In  the  church,  over  the 
grand  altar,  is  placed  il  facro  chiodo  (the  facred 
nail),  a  relic  for  which  the  Milanefc  have  a  great 
veneration,  enclofed  in  cryftal,  and  furrounded 
with  a  gilt  glory :  it  is  what  Conftantine  uled  for 
a  bit  for  his  horfe,  when  he  went  to  battle  :  Theo- 
dofius  prefented  it  to  this  church,  and  *tis  carried 
in  procefTion  every  third  of  May.  The  fculpture, 
in  marble  and  in  wood,  of  the  choir,  is  highly 
finifhed,  and  demands  an  accurate  obfervation. 
The  famous  ftatue  of  St.  Bartholomew  is  finely 
done,  but  there  is  fomething  fo  fhocking  In  the 
contemplation  of  a  man  flayed  alive,  that  I  could 
not  look  at  it  long ;  on  the  pedeital  is  this  in- 
fcription, 

Non  me  Praxiteles,  fed  Marcus  Jinxit  Jgrati. 

The  treafury  contains  a  great  number  of  articles 
in   gold,  filver,    and  precious  ftones,    to  a  large 
amount.     Next   to   this    church   the   Ambrofian 
Ambro-     Library  is   highly  efteemed  here,    which  by  no 
fian  Li-     means  anfwered  the  defcriptions  I  had  read  of  it, 
either  in  refpedi:  to  the  number  of  books,  or  the 
collection  of  paintings,  fculpture,  medals,  ^c.  that 
it  is  faid  to  contain.     This  library  is  really  appro- 
priated 
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priated  to  the  ufe  of  the  Public  gratis,  being  open 
every  day,  and  a  great  many  people  frequent  it, 
and  read  commodioufly  whatever  books  they  think 
fit;   their   time   is  not  limited,  nor  is  there  any 
kind  of  reilraint  put  upon  them.     The  Gabinetto, 
or  Mufeum,  belongs  to  the  library,  this  colledion  Mufeum, 
was  made  by  one  Manfredo  Settala,  a  Milanois, 
remarkable  for  his  learning  and  application  to  the 
ftudy  of  natural  hiftory,  antiquities,  £r?r.     One  of 
the  moft  curious  articles,  in  this  colledion,  is  a 
lump,  or  ball  of  cryftal ;  in  the  centre  of  which 
you   plainly  diftinguifh  a   drop   of  clear   water. 
Amongfb  the  pidures  the  following  are  the  moft  Pif^ures. 
remarkable  ;  a  Virgin,  by  Carraccio.     A  portrait  Carraccio, 
of    a    doctor,    by   Corregio.     A    Madonna,    by  Corregio. 
Kubens,  encircled  in  a  garland  of  fiowers.     The 
Cartone  of  the  School  of  Athens,  of  the  fame  fize 
with  the  pidlure  in  the  Vatican,  by  Raffaeilo.     A  Raffaello. 
Virgin,    a  Ducchcfs  of  Milan,    a  Dodor   and   a 
Phyfician  who  grafps  a  dagger,  by  Leonardo  da  Leonardo 
Vinci.     A  beautiful  Peter  Nef,  reprefenting  the^^^'^S'*. 

'       ^  °  ,    .    Peter  Nef. 

cathedral  at  Anvers.  1  he  four  elements,  a  mini- 
ature, in  oils,  by  J.  Brughel.  Tiiis  Flemifli  J.Brughel. 
painter  has  difcovered  fome  little  degree  of  fancy  in 
the  reprefentations  of  the  elements :  the  figures  are 
fo  diminutive,  that  they  cannot  be  clearly  difiin- 
guilhed  without  a  microfcope.  Ihere  are  many 
other  of  his  performances  to  be  feen  here  ;  in  gene- 
ral, his  temptations  of  St.  Antonio  are  the  bell: 
and  moft  humorous  of  his  paintings.     They  ftiew 

in 


[     384    ] 

in  this  cabinet  certain  manufcripts  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci,  on  which  they  fet  an  immenfe  value,  con- 
fifting  chiefly  of  notes  and  figures,  and  here  and 
there  a  very  rough  fketch  indeed ;    however,    it 
appears  by   a  builo  of  one  Galeas  Arconati,  a 
citizen  of  Milan,    placed   in    this  mufeum  as  a 
reward  for  his  generous  condufV,  that  James  the 
Sixth  of  Scotland  offered  three  thoufand  piftoles 
for  one  of  thefe  volumes  -,  but  this  citizen,  whofe 
property  they  were  at  that  time,    preferred  the 
giving  them  to  the  Ambrofian  Library,   to  the 
piftoles  the  King  had  proffered  him.     While  we 
were  examining  the  contents  of  the  mufeum,  the 
Ciceroni  who  fhews  them  beckoned  to  us  to  follow 
him,  and  conducted  me  to  a  cafe,  in  which  was 
placed  a  flceletonj  he  bid  me  (with  the  utmoft 
gravity)  confider  it  attentively.     I  did  fo,  and  then 
allied  him  what  there  was  extraordinary  or  remark- 
able in  that  flceleton  ?  He  replied,  that  it  was  the 
Ikeleton  of  the  greateft  beauty  Milan  had  ever 
produced.     By  this  lady's  will,    her  heirs  were 
enjoined  to  have  her  body  diffedled,    fixed  in  a 
cafe,  and  placed  in  the  Ambrofian  Library,  that 
every  one  of  her  fex,  who  fhould  come  to  fee  that 
collection,   fhould  be  fhewn  her  fl<eleton  ;  and  be 
informed  at  the  fame  time,  that  that  fkeleton  once 
poffeffed  fuch  charms  as  made  all  the  artifts  of 
Milan  pronounce  her   perfed   in   every   perfonal 
beauty ;  that  fhe  was  efteemed  and  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  her,  prizing  her  fuperior  talents,  un- 
common 
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common  underftanding,  and  wit,  for  which  fhe 
was  as  remarkable  as  for  her  beauty. — After  a 
long  harangue  in  words  to  this  purpofe,  he  at 
length  informed  me,  that  I  mud  come  at  laft  to 
fuch  a  ftate.  "Whether  he  thought  I  fhould  have 
wept  at  fuch  an  extraordinary  piece  of  informa- 
tion, or  what  he  expected,  I  know  not,  but  I 
made  him  no  other  anfwer  than  burfting  into  a 
laugh,  and  allying  him,  whether  he  took  me  for  a 
fiolta  (a  fool),  he  feemed  greatly  furprifed  and  dis- 
appointed, and  I  fuppofe  thought  me  a  very 
wicked  wretch,  quite  hardened  in  herefy. 

The  church  of  San  Vittore    is  a  very  elegant  church 
edifice,    highly  decorated  with  gildino-  and  other  ^^"V^^" 
ornaments.     Here  is  a  picture  of  the  blefled  Ber- 
nardo Tolomeo,  by  Battoni  of  Rome;    the  fubje^l  gattoni, 
is  the  above  blejfed  Bernardo  aflifting  people  who 
are  dying  of  the  plague.     This  is  the  bed  painting 
the  church  contains.     Le  Grazie,  the  church  of  Church  I« 
the   Dominicans :    this  cliurch   was  founded   by     ^^^^^* 
Luigi  Sforce,  Duke  of  Milan ;  Beatrice  his  wife  is 
interred  here  :    the  beautiful  proportions  of  the 
cupola  are  much  admired.     Here  is  a  pi6lure  by 
Tiziano,  that  the  Milanefe  ef!:eem  one  of  his  very  Tiziano. 
beft  paintings ;  the  fubjed  is,  Chrid  crowned  with 
thorns.     In  one  of  the  chapels  is  a  St.  Paul,  by 
Godenzio  Ferrari  da  I^ovara :  this  is  a  good  pic-  Godenzio 
ture,  and   the  firft  I  ever  faw  by  this  mafter,  to  isfo^^ra!^* 
the  beft  of  my  remembrance.     In  the  refcdory  cf 
this  convent,  is  the  moft  famous  of  all  the  pitflures 

Vol.  II.  C  c  done 
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Leonardo  done  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci ;  itreprefents  the  Laff' 
da  V'uKi. gj^^pppi-^  aj^j;^  ig  painted  in  frefco  on  the  wall;  it  is 
a  very  large  piece,  occupying  the  whole  end  of  the 
rcfecflory.  On  the  table,  at  one  end,  Leonardo 
his  reprefented  a  difh  of  fried  trout,  of  the  famous 
lake  near  Milan  ;  at  the  other  end,  a  pafchal  lamb 
larded:  the  difli  placed  before  our  Saviour  is 
empty ;  before  each  difciple  ftands  a  goblet  of 
wine,  and  the  table  is  garnifhed  with  rolls  of  bread 
and  apples.  The  figure  intended  to  reprefent  our 
Saviour,  is  pretty  well  done,  particularly  the  face, 
which  exprefles  the  utmoft  benevolence,  clemency, 
and  grace.  You  readily  remark,  that  the  painter 
has  given  fix  fingers  to  St.  John :  the  difciples  are 
poorly  done,  excepting  Judas,  which  Leonardo 
exerted  his  utmoft  abilities  to  finifh.  This  pidure, 
upon  the  v/hoie,  is  finely  coloured,  although  much 
fpoiled ;  the  perfpeftive  is  good  ;  there  is  much 
vigour  in  the  defign,  and  a  very  fine  air  in  all  the 
heads :  it  is  in  a  great  ftyle  and  manner,  v/ithout 
being  much  fludied,  or  highly  finifned.  I  fhall 
give  you  a  curious  anecdote  concerning  this  pic- 
ture :  Some  time  pafi,  the  fuperior  of  thefe  holy 
brethren  was  fo  ftrikingly  like  the  Judas,  both  in 
perfon  and  mind,  that  every  one  perceiving  the 
rcfem.blance,  the  monk,  in  a  fit  of  vexation, 
ordered  it  to  be  whitewaflied  all  over:  thus  it 
remained  forgot  and  lolt  to  the  world  for  feveral 
years  ;  till  an  £ngliil:i  traveller,  who  had  read  of 
fuch  a  painting,  by  diligently  examining  the  wall, 

difcovercd 


[  387  ] 

'  difcovered  its  concealment ;  the  monks  had  its 
white  fkin  taken  oiF,  by  which  operation  the  pic- 
ture was  injured  in  feveral  places.  In  the  frefco 
paintings  of  tlie  life  of  St.  Dominique,  purgatory 
is  reprefented  at  the  bottorti  of  a  well,  and  the 
Virgin  is  employed  in  drawing  up  fouls  by  means 
of  her  chaplec,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  bucket  is 
drawn  up  by  a  rope. 

Unfortunately  for  me,  Vv^ho  am  fo  fond  of 
mufic,  there  is  no  opera  here  at  this  feafon  ;  the 
commedia  is  the  only  theatrical  amufement. 

The  Theatre  is  a  very  large  building,  confifting 
of  five  ranges  of  boxes,  thirry-five  in  each  range: 
its  plan  is  alniofl  iquare.  The  boxes  are  large 
enough  to  receive  and  return  vilits,  to  play  aC 
cards,  and  to  fup  in,  which  cuftom  is  pradiifed 
here  as  much  as  at  Genoa.  As  to  la  Commedia^  I 
could  not  enter  much  inio  the  humour  of  it,  never 
having  read,  or  feen  it  before  ;  but  it  feemed  to 
me  to  be  a  kind  of  fatirical  piece,  Ibmewhat  in  the 
ftile  of  the  French  comedy  of  le  Bowgeois  Gentil- 
homme :  what  diverted  me  almoft  as  much  as  it 
did  the  Milanefe,  was  the  part  of  Harlequin  in  the 
farce ;  his  blunders,  adlion,  attitudes,  were  wor- 
thy a  true  fon  of  Bergamo.  When  he  ferves  his 
mafler  at  fupper,  he  is  ordered  to  make  the  fallad, 
and  to  obferve  particularly  to  put  fait  enough, 
and  then  to  ftir  it  well  about.  To  obey  the  firft 
order,  he  brings  a  meafure  of  fait,  as  much  as  a 
large  difh  can  hold,  and  flings  it  all  inj  then  hav- 

C  c  2  in^ 
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ing  forgot  the  oil,  fetches  a  great  lamp,  fiippofed 
to  be  burning  in  the  hall,  empties  it  entirely  of 
the  foetid  train-oil,  and  upon  deep  refledion  puts 
the  cotton  wick  in  alfo  -,  he  then  brings  a  veflel, 
not  intended  for  vinegar,  and  flops  in  the  contents  j 
he  laftly  produces  the  liable  dung-fork,  and  with 
it  ftirs  the  fallad  till  he  is  almoft  extenuated.     His 
mafter,    at   length  lofing  all  patience,    frightens 
poor  Harlequin  out  of  his  wits,  who  implores  par- 
don on  his  knees  for  his  giddinefs  and  want  of 
thought.     The  mafter  takes  him  again  into  favour, 
on  promife  of  amendment,   and  orders  him  to  cut 
him  a  (lice  of  pane  con  molto  delicatezza :  here  Har- 
lequin errs  again  j    he  goes  out  to  fetch  a  knife, 
but  meeting  with  a  marble  faw  in  his  way,  thinks 
that  may  do  the  bufinefs  much  more  efFedually ; 
he  brings  it  with  difficulty,  and  commences  fawing 
the  loaf.     I  really  am  afhamed  at  taking  up  your 
leifure  with  fuch  a  nonfenfical  narration,  but  the 
truth  is,  the  foibles  here  alluded  to,  are  not  much 
exaggerated ;  and  as  I  have  feen  fome  Italian  fer- 
vants  of    the  tribe  of   Harlequin,    I  was  more 
diverted  than  I  fhould  have  otherwife  been. 

The  weather  is  fo  extremely  uncertain,  that  I 
am  afraid  to  venture  to  the  Barromean  illands : 
the  palaces,  or  pleafure-houfes,  which  were  once 
fo  delightful,  they  tell  us,  are  in  a  moft  ruinous 

condition,  and  not  worth  feeing;  M would 

fain  go,  but  I  have  dilTuaded  him  from  it.     As 
there  has  been  an  holy  day  fince  we  have  been 

here, 
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here,  we  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  how  extremely 
opulent  the  ckizens  and  their  families  appear, 
even  down  to  the  lowed  mechanic ;  though  I  can- 
not fay  I  liked  to  fee  blackfmitlus  and  Ihoemakers 
with  gold  and  filver  fluffs  in  waiftcoats,  long 
fwords,  and  embroidered  knots;  taylors  in  bro- 
cade, and  fine  laced  rufiles,  (s'c.  This  is  carrying 
opulence  into  luxury ;  at  the  fame  time,  waving 
thefe  ridiculous  exceffes,  I  was  rejoiced  to  fee  every 
body  appear  rich,  and  happy.  The  women  are 
in  general  very  handfome.  The  nobleffe  and  great 
ladies  drefs  in  a  more  noble  ftyle  than  at  Paris,  and 
have  a  very  genteel  air  and  manner;  their  clothes 
are  of  the  richeft  materials,  and  better  made  than 
any  I  have  yet  feen  in  Italy. 

Adieu  for  the  prefent ;    it  is  now  late,    and  I 
miifl  be  up  early  to-morrow. 
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LETTER     LVII. 

Turin,  June  tke  jcth. 
E  reached  this,  our  firft  acquaintance  of 
the  Italian  towns,  yefterday.  Having  lain 
at  Novara,  a  very  indifferent  inn,  where  we  had 
no  reft  from  the  vulgar  and  brutal  noifes  made  by 
the  poftilions  and  helpers,  i^c.  who,  playing  and 
quarrelling  at  cards  all  night  long,  fo  frighted 
me,  that  1  expeded  to  hear  in  the  morning  they 
had  affaiTmated  each  other,  but  happily  no  mif- 
chievous  confequence  enfued.  Our  journey  here 
was  made  very  difagreeable  by  the  frequent  crof- 
fing  of  rivers ;  fome  by  means  of  a  raft,  others 
we  were  obliged  to  ford.  The  current  of  the 
TeJJln  in  particular  was  fo  ftrong,  that  we  had  like 
to  have  met  with  an  ugly  accident;  it  was  as 
much  as  could  be  done  to  avoid  being  carried 
forcibly  down  the  river.  We  alfo  crofTed  the 
Dcro,  whofe  fands  are  mixed  \^\ih.  grains  of  pure 
and  fine  gold.  The  road  was  not  very  fafe  nei- 
ther, as  there  was  a  banditti  who  lay  concealed  in 
a  foreft  not  far  removed.  Armed  peafants  were 
ordered  by  the  magiftrates  to  patrol,  four  or  five 
in  a  company,  in  their  turns,  between  one  village 
and  another,  in  order  to  affift  travellers,  in  cale  of 
neceffity ;  and  as  the  road  lies  through  both  the 
5  king 
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king  of  Sardinia's  territories  and  the  Milanefe,  it 
is  a  convenient  circumrrance  that  thefe  villains 
fometimes  avail  themfcives  of,  to  efcape  into  the 
one  or  the  other  ftate,  when  they  ply  on  the  bor- 
ders of  both. 

We  fliall  leave  this  city  as  fjon  as  v/e  have  feen 
our  acquaintance,  then  proceed  to  Lyons,  and 
after  a  few  days  (lay  there,  prefs  on  to  the  fouth. 
Our  intention  is,  that  this  excurfion  fhall  not  take 
up  more  time  than  three  weeks,  being  anxious  to 
fee  thofe  monuments  of  Roman  magnificence, 
which  ftill  remain  at  Nifmes,  Orange,  Arks,  &c. 
of  which  you  Ihall  have  a  full  and  true  ac- 
count. 

When  in  France,  which  we  fhall  be  in  a  few 
days,  you  muft  fancy  us  very  near  you.  We,  it 
is  true,  fhall  be  in  the  fouth,  and  you  in  the 
north  ;  but  you  know,  in  this  infcance,  that  north 
and  fouth  are  not  very  far  afunder.  I  can  give 
you  one  circumftance  wnich  will  afford  you  plea- 
fure,  that  we  are  affured  the  roads  through  the 
Savoy  have  been  fo  v/ell  mended,  previous  to  the 
young  princefs's  journey  to  the  Comte  de  Provence^ 
that  travellino;  over  them  is  no  long-er  inconvenient 
or  dangerous.  We  like  this  town  as  much  as  be- 
fore we  had  feen  all  the  others  in  Italy  :  I  fhall  go 
again  to  vifit  the  King's  Palace,  from  an  ailurance 
of  finding  it  as  much  to  my  tafte  as  formerly. 

The  weather  is  delightfully  fine,  and  the  envi- 
rons in  high  beauty.  His  Majefly  has  not  ne- 
C  c  4  gleded 
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gleftcd  his  works  at  the  Valentin  in  our  abfence, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  earth  moved  and  much 
done  i  it  may  probably  be  completed  before  win- 
ter. We  are  lodged  at  an  hotel  called  les  Armes 
d' Angle t err e  \  the  apartments  are  good,  and  we  are 
well  ferved.  As  v/e  propofe  refting  here  but  a  few 
days,  we  thought  it  more  convenient  to  lodge  in 
an  hotel,  than  to  have  the  trouble  of  a  houfe  and 
hbufekeeping.     Adieu,  £i?r. 
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ylCADEMT  o^  painting  and  fculpture  at  Parma, 
-^     i.  276. 

Academy  of  fciences  at  Bologna,  i.  346. 
jiddifon,,  Mr.  miftakes  in  his  account  of  the  gallery  at 

Florence  correded,  i.  416. 
Adrian's  villa  near  Tivoli,  ii.  153. 
Agnefe^  St.  church  of,  at  Bologna,  1,  341. 
Agojlinoy  St.  church  of,  at  Piacenza,  i.  250." 
Aiguebelle  in  Savoy,  i.  28.  30. 

Aix  in  Savoy,  i.  20.     The  medicinal  fprings  there,  2r. 
Albania  villa,  near  Rome,  ii.  260. 
Albano,    mountain   of,    near   Rome,    fome   account  of, 

ii.  250.     The  town,  251. 
Albergo  di  Poveri  at  Genoa,  i.   198. 
Alheroni^  cardinal,    the  principal  events  of  his  life,  i« 

255- 
Aldrobrand'in'i,  villa,  near  Rome,  ii.  262.     At  Frafcati, 

277.     The  gardens,  278.     Mufical  ftatues,  ibid. 
Aldrovandiy  his  manufcript  colledions  in  natural  hiftory 

at  Bologna,  i.  347. 
Aldrovandi  palace  at  Bologna  defcribed,  i.  318. 
AleJJandria  on  the  river  Tanaro,  i.  153. 

Altitri 
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Jliieri  palftce  at  Rome,  ii.  236. 

Amaxon^  a  Sardinian  one  defcribed,  i.  31. 

Jmbrcje^  St.  in  Piedmont,  i.  64. 

Jmhrofian  library  at  Milan,  ii.  382. 

Amphitheatre  at  Verona,  ii.  374.  Is  ftiil  ufcd  by  the  in- 
habitants for  public  fpedacles,   ibid. 

Ancona^  the  town,  port,  and  mole  of,  ii.  319.  Road 
from  thence  to  Rimini,  321. 

Angela^  Michael,  charader  of  his  famous  piflure  of  the 
Laft  Judgment, 'in  the  chjpel  of  the  Vatican  palace, 
ii.  211. 

Anmnciato  church  at  Genoa,  i.  192. 

Antonio^  St.  church  of,  at  Padua,  ii,  369.  Bafib  relievos 
of  the  events  of  his  life,  ibid. 

Apothecary,  zntzdott  of  one  at  Genoa,  i.  159. 

Appcnine,  the  road  over  to  Genoa,  i.  155. 

Aqua  di  Pifciarelli,  a  famous  medicinal  water  near  Puz- 
zuoli,  ii.  124. 

Aqua  Zolfoy  near  Tivoli,  ii.  251. 

Armoury  for  women  at  Genoa,  i.  216, 

yf/y}«<?/ at  Turin  defcribed,  i.  lOl. 

■ at  Genoa,  i.  198. 

■  at  Venice,  ii.  360. 

Arfinelli,  the  leaning  tower  of,  at  Bologna,  i.  354. 

Ajjietta,  detail  of  the  battle  of,  and  defeat  of  the  French 
by  the  Piedmontefe,  i.  57. 

Ajjignations,  common  in  the  Italian  churches,  i.  165. 

Avernus,  lake,  ii.  126.  The  Sybil's  cave,  ibid.  Tem- 
ple of  Apollo,  127. 

Augufim,  the  maufoleum  of,  at  Rome,  ii.  202.  Coloflal 
head  of,  at  the  villa  Mattei,  268. 
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Baia,  near  Puszoli,  ii.  106.  The  baths  and  prifons  of 
Nero,  ihid.  Agrippina's  tomb,  no.  Temples,  112. 
Ponte  di  Caligula,  114,  Hiftorical  anecdotes  of  Baia, 
ibid.     The  village  of  Bauli,   116. 

Balbi  palaces  at  Genoa,  paintings  in,  i.  168. 

Balbus,  father  and  fon,  equefirian  ftatues  of,  in  tlie  pa- 
lace of  Portici  near  Naples,  ii.  64. 

Barherigo  palazzo,  at  Venice,  ii.  355. 

Barberini 
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Barberin't  palace  at  R.ome,  ii.  226.  Chara£lers  of  the 
painur»gs  in,  227.  Of  the  buftos,  ibid.  Library, 
228.      V''l;i  Barberini,  265. 

Barromeo,  St.  Charles,  the  church  of  at  Turin,  i.  lOO. 
Chape!  of,  in  the  cathedral  at  Milan,  ii.  381. 

Beacons^  defcription  of  thofe  in  Switzerland,  i.  9. 

Belrefpiro,  villa,  near  Rome,  ii.  263.  The  garden,  264. 
Water  organ,   265. 

Bthidere  palace  at  Rome,  fome  account  of,  ii.  216. 

BergamOy  the  bi^f.h  place  of  Harlequin,  ii.  378.  Traits 
of  his  charadter  obfervable  in  the  inhabitants,  ibid. 
The  road  from  thence  to  Milan,  ibid. 

Bemii,  cardinal,  foove  account  of,  and  his  mode  of  liv- 
ing, ii.  23. 

Bois  de  Bramant,  5.  39. 

Bcleyn,  queen  Anne,  character  of  a  pi6lure  of  her  in  the 
palace  of  Marcellino  l^urazzo  at  Genoa,  i.  185. 

Bologna,  entertainment  at  the  Pellegrino  there,  i,  306. 
Vifit  from  the  cardinal  legate,  309.  'And  other  dif- 
tinguifhed  perfonages,  310.  The  opera,  311.  The 
boxes  at  the  opera,  and  the  entertainment  in  them  de- 
fcribed,  312.  The  palazzo  publico,  314.  Caprea 
palace,  317.  Palazzo  Aldrovand',  318.  Palazzo 
Bovi,  319.  Palazzo  Sampieri,  321.  Palazzo  Monti, 
325.  Palazzo  Zambecari,  328.  Palazzo  Tanaro, 
331.  Palazzo  di  Buono  Figliuoli,  333.  Palazzo 
Pepoli,  336.  Palazzo  Ranuzzi,  ibid.  Church  of 
Madona  di  Galiera,  337.  Church  of  Giefu  and  Ma- 
rJ2>  338.  Church  of  Mendicants  di  Dentro,  339. 
Corpus  Domini  church,  341.  Church  of  St.  Agnefe, 
ibid.  Church  of  St.  Dominico,  342.  Chapel  of  the 
Rofary,  343.  Inflituto  palace,  345.  Academy  of 
fciences,  346.  The  great  theatre,  349.  The  little 
theatre,  350.  AfTemblies,  351.  Manners,  353. 
Drefs  of  the  inhabitants,  354.  Leaning  towers,  ibid. 
Fountain  in  the  Piazza  Maggiore,  355.  Buildings  in 
general,  356.  Manufactures  and  provifions,  ibid. 
Natural  curiofuies,  358.  Arrival  of  fugitive  Jefuits 
from  Spain  and  Paraguay,  361.  The  road  from 
thence  to  Florence,  363.  A  vifit  to  Count  Algarotti's 
villa,  in  company  with  the  Cardinal  Legate,  ii.  324. 
Arrival  of  exiled  Jefuits,  325.  Vifit  to  the  celebrated 
Farinello,  326. 

Bolfene^ 
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Bolfena^  defcription  of  the  lake  of,  ii.  21. 

Bcrghefe  palace  at  Rome,  ii.  223.     The  villa  near  Rome, 

270.     The  garden,  275.     The  park,  276. 
Bofcovicky  father,  employed  to  take  the  level  of  the  lands 

between  Rome  and   Rimini,    but  obftruiled    by   the 

peafants  on  the  fuppofition  of  his  being  a  magician, 

ii.  291. 
^i-y/ palace  at  Bologna,  i.  319. 
Bracciano  palace  at  Rome,    ii.  235.     Villa  at  Frafcati, 

281. 
Brefcia,  a  town  remarkable  in  hiftory,  iii.  307. 
Brc-ft,  the  boundary  betv/een  the  dominions  of  Sardinia, 

and  thofe  of  Parma,  i.  239. 
Bucentaurs  at  Venice,  charadler  of,  ii.  360. 
Buono  Figliuoli,  palazzo  di,  at  Bologna,  i.  333. 


Cadnta  della  Marmora,  defcription  of  the  cafcadc  fo 
called  at  Terni,  ii.  292. 

Cambeaces  of  Genoa,  five  families  diftinguifhed  by  their 
munificent  charity,  i.  202. 

Campo-marone^  in  the  Genoefe  territory,  i.  156. 

Capitol^  at  Rome,  ii.  157. 

Capo  di  Monte,  palace  of,  defcribed,  ii.  133. 

Caprea  palace  at  Bologna,  i.  317. 

Garacaiias  baths  at  Rome,  ii.  199.     His  circus,  201. 

Carameliy  a  monk,  his  peculiar  talent  of  painting  minia- 
tures with  woodcocks  feathers,  i.  81. 

Carignan,  the  bridge  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  198. 

Cajjerta^  a  palace  tor  the  kins:  of  Naples,  building  there, 
ii.  49.      Royal  ball,  52.    Defcription  of  the  theatre, 

53- 
Cajfinoi  at  Venice,  a  defcription  of,  ii.  358. 

Cajfius,  his  villa  near  Tivoli,  ii.  256. 

Cajiel  Gondolfo,  near  Rome,  ii.  247. 

Cajiello  lake  near  Rome,  ii.  248.     Ancient  canal  to  draiix 

ofFthe  fuperfluous  water,  249. 
Catacombs  at  Rome,  fome  account  of,  ii.  207. 
Covalieri  ferventi,  or  cicefbeios,  at  Venice,  ii.  363. 
Cemiis   Mont,  i.   39.     Manner  of  paffing,  45.      Plants 

and   flowers,  48.      I'he  chamois  goat,    49.      Some 

account 
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account  of  Pere  Nicolas,    50.  52.    65.      The  lake, 

ibid.     The  defcent  from  La  Grand  Croix,   54. 
Cento,  paintings  in  the  church   btlonging  to  the  Jefuits* 

college  there,  ii.  329.     In  the  church  of  the  Rofary, 

330.     In  the  church  II  Duomo,  ibid.     In  the  church 

of  the  Capuchin  monks,  ibid. 
Ceji,  near  Narni,  precarious  fituation  of  that  town,  ii. 

290. 
Chamherry  in   Savoy,  i.  24.      The  church,  25.      The 

caftle,  ibid.     Convents,  26.     Anecdote  of  a  cobler's 

family  there,  27. 
Chambre,  La,  in  Savoy,  i.  35. 
Chamois  goat  on  mount  Cennis,  defcribed,  i.  49, 
Chiaia,  fuburb  of,  at  Naples,  ii.  153. 
Chiefa  Nova,  an  unfinifhed  church  at  Modena,  i.  301. 
Chigi  palace  at  Rome,  ii.  237. 

Chrijime,  St.  the  church  of  at  Turin  defcribed,  i.  99. 
Cicefbcios,  the  fafhion   of  at  Parma,  to   what  owing,  i, 

281.     At  Venice,  ii.  363. 
Civetta  Caftellano,  its  peculiar  fituation,  ii.  286. 
Cliturnnusy  temple  of,  ii.  298,     River  of,  299.  ■ 

Cocagna^  a   popular  entertainment  at  Naples,  defcribed, 

ii.  60. 
Coffeehoufes  at  Venice,  new  regulation  introduced   into, 

Collicipoli,  derivation  of  the  name  of  that  town,  ii.  291, 

Collifeo,  at  Rome,  ruin  of,  ii.  192. 

Colonna  palace  at  Rome,  ii.  234. 

Comtejfa,  the  convent  la,  at  Foligno,  ii.  300. 

Concert,  defcription  of  a  curious  one  at  La  Pieta  in  Ve- 
nice, ii.  360. 

Coriofa,  the  fortrefs  of,  between  Parma  and  Modena, 
i.  288. 

Confervatori  palace  in  the  Capitol  at  Rome,  ii,  158.  The 
adjoining  gallery  of  pictures  collef^ed  bv  Pope  Bene- 
didXIV.  161.     The  Mufeum,   164. 

Contarini  palace  at  Venice,  converted  mto  a  public  hotel, 
fome  defcription  o^,  ii.  335, 

Conti',  villa,  at  Frafcati,  ii.  280. 

Cornigliano  bridge  near  Genoa,  i.   157. 

Corona,  la  Santa,  church  of,  at  Vicenza,   ii.  373. 

Corpus  Domini  church  at  Bologna,  i.  341. 

drres^io^    critical  examination  of  his  famous  picture  at 

Parma, 
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Parma,  i.  269.  Chara£ler  of  the  fine  copy  of  his  pic- 
ture II  Notte^  at  Modena,  295. 

Corfini  palace  at  Rome,  ii.   224. 

Corfo  at  Naples,  fome  account  of,  ii.  146. 

Cuma^  defcription  of  the  ruins  of,  ii.  129.  Temple  of 
the  giants,  ihid.  The  Sibyl's  cave,  1^0.  The  burial- 
places  there  called  Colimperia,   131. 

Cyprejs  almonds,  how  ufed  at  Florence,  ii.  13. 


D 

Danae^  defcription  of  a  beautiful  pi£ture  of,  by  Tiziano, 
at  Florence,  ii.  12. 

Dance^  Mr.  George,  his  academical  drawings  at  Parma, 
i.  276. 

Daphne^  her  metamorphofis  into  a  laurel  tree,  a  modern 
group  by  Bernini,  at  the  villa  Borghefe  near  Rome, 
defcribed,  ii.  271. 

Deo  Ridiculo,  temple  at  Rome,  on  what  occafion  erect- 
ed, ii.  202. 

Doge's  palcice  at  Genoa,  i,  195. 

Dominico,  St.  church  of,  at  Bologna,  i.  242. 

Domiiian's  palace  near  Rome,  account  of  the  ruins  of, 
ii.  248. 

Doriasy  infcriptions  on  the  ftatues  of,  in  the  Doge's  pa- 
lace at  Genoa,  i.  195. 

Dragonsy  villa,  at  Frafcati,  ii.  281. 

Ducal  ciwxrch.  at  Venice,  ii.  340.  The  treafury  of,  342. 
The  palace,  ibid.     The  prilons  in  the  palace,  344. 

Duomo  church  at  Naples,  ii.  141.  At  Cento,  330. 
At  Milan,  381. 

Durazzo,  Philip,  his  palace  at  Genoa,  paintings  in, 
i.  181.  Paintings  in  that  of  Marcellino  Durazzo, 
182. 


Earthquah  at  Florence,  i.  375, 

Emerald  vz(e  at  Genoa,  an  impofition,  i.  217. 

BJienfe  villa,  near  Tivoli,  ii,  259. 

Farinello, 
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Farhello^  foms  account  of,  and  of  his  houfe  near  Bo- 
logna, ii.  326. 

Farnefe,  equeftrian  ftatues  of  fome  of  this  family,  at 
Piacenza,  i.  243. 

Farncfe  palace  at  Rome,  Ii.  229. 

Farmfina  villa,  near  Rome,  ii,  266. 

Ferrara^  paintings  in  the  Carthufian  church,  and  church 
of  St.  Benedetto  there,  ii.  331, 

Fierengola^  village  of,  between  Bologna  and  Florence, 
1.  372. 

FUlrpo  di  Neri,  St.  his  church  at  Naples,  Ii.  143,  At 
Spoletto,  297. 

FiorcjTzuola  in  the  duchy  of  Parma,  1.  261. 

Fijh^  petrified,  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Verona, 

Flaminian  way,  its  conftru£lion  defcribed,  ii.  286. 

Florence^  good  accommodation  at  Vanini's  inn  there, 
i.  362.  Entrance  of  the  city,  372.  General  remarks, 
373.  Earthquake  there,  375.  The  famous  gallery 
defcribed,  376.  The  palazzo  Pitti,  ii.  i.  The 
environs,  12.  The  peafants,  14.  Provifions,  ibid. 
Theatres,  15.  Private  afiemblies  ir.troduced  there  by 
Sir  Horace  Mann,  ibid.  The  road  from  thence  to 
Sienna,    16. 

Folig7io,  the  town  of,  near  Spoletto,  ii.  300.  The  con- 
vent La  Comptefia,  ibid. 

Fondi^  between  Rome  and  Naples,  curious  defcription  of 
the  inn  there,  ii.  34.     Drels  of  the  Inhabitants,  40. 

Fountain  of  the  nymph  Egeria  at  Rome,  ii.  204. 

Frafcatif  or  ancient  Tufculum,  near  Rome,  ii.  276. 

Frtangean  in  Savoy,  i.  18.  The  road  betvVeen  that  vil- 
lage and  Geneva,   19. 

Functions  celebrated  at  Rome,  during  the  Santa  Settima- 
na,  ii.  174.  On  Palm  Sunday,  ibid.  The  Tenebras 
of  the  Holy  Wednefday,  175.  Maunday  Thurfday, 
178.     Of  Eaftcr  Sunday,  186. 


Cabrieli 


INDEX. 
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Gabrteli  the  finger,  her  charadier,  r.  375. 

Gallery  at  Florence  defcribed,  i.  376.  The  building, 
377.  Equeftrian  ftatue  of  Cofmo,  378.  The  Vefti- 
bule,  ibid.  Statues,  ibid.  Contents  of  the  gallery, 
380.  Of  the  Tribune,  386.  The  famous  Venus  de 
Medicis,  ibid.  The  gabinetto  of  antiques,  398,  Ca- 
binet of  arts,  403.  Cabinet  of  medals,  409,  The 
faloon  of  arms,  411. 

Gi?//^^  flaves  at  Turin,  i.  104.     At  Genoa,   162.  204. 

Gardens^  Englifh,  the  tafte  of,  celebrated,  ii.  256. 

Garifendi^  the  leaning  tower  of,  at  Bologna,  i.  354. 

Gaviy  in  the  Genoefe  territory,  i.  155. 

Generofity  and  Modefty,  by  Guido,  in  palazzo  Monti  at 
Bologna,  defcribed,  i.  326. 

Geneva,  the  lake  of,  i.  6.  12.  View  of  the  country 
about,   13.     The  city,  18. 

Gennaro^  St.  the  liquefadtion  of  his  blood  no  longer  cre- 
dited at  Naples,  ii.  142. 

Genoa,  common  drefs  of  the  women  in  the  city  of,  i.  158, 
Humorous  anecdote  of  an  apothecary  there,  159.  Ex- 
pences  and  entertainment  at  the  inn  there,  161.  The  gal- 
ley flaves,  162.  Theftreetsand  palaces,  163.  Church 
of  St.  Siro,  164.  Affignations  common  in  the  churches, 
165.  Situation  of  the  town,  and  the  houfes,  166. 
Paintings  in  the  Balbi  palaces,  168.  Paintings  in 
the  palace  of  Philip  Durazzo,  181.  Of  Marccllino 
Durazzo,  182.  In  the  palace  of  Pallavicini,  187.  The 
Jefuits' church,  igi.  Annonciata church,  192.  Cu- 
rious account  of  a  penitenr,  193.  Church  of  St. 
Luca,  194.  The  Doge's  palace,  195.  The  arfenal, 
198.  7  he  bridge  of  Carignan,  ibid.  Albergo  di 
Poveri,  199,  IViunificent  charity  of  five  families  of 
the  Cambeaces,  202.  The  galleys  and  flaves,  204. 
The  Jnquifiticn,  209.  The  theatre,  212.  1  he  villa 
palaces,  213.  The  armoury,  216.  The  emerald 
vafe,  217.  Appearance  of  the  Doge,  ibid.  The  ma- 
rufadtures  carried  on  there,  ibid.  The  ramparts  and 
lighthoufc,  219.  Public  charities,  ibid.  Economy 
of  the  noble?;,  220.     Roman  inlcfipuon  unnoticed  by 

Addifojj, 
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Addifon,  221.  Foreign  pofTeflions,  225.  The  mole, 
ibid.  The  fbirri,  226.  Frequency  of  afiaffinations, 
228.  The  gabelle,  232.  The  noble?,  233.  Col- 
lege of  Jefuits,  ibid.  Species  of  native  marble,  235. 
Other  natural  productions,  ib'id^ 

Giardini  Giudecca  at  Venice,  defcribed,  ii.  359. 

Giefu^  and  Maria  church  at  Bologna,  i.  338. 

Gillibrand,  father,  his  account  of  the  travels  of  the  Holy 
houfe  of  Loretto,  ii.  314. 

Giorgio  Maggiore,  St,  church  of,  at  Venice,  il.  352. 

Giovatmi  di  Latterano,  St.  church  of,  at  Rome,  ii.  204« 

Giiijliniano  palace  at  Rome,  ii.  238. 

GiujUna^  St.  church  of  at  Padua,  ii.  3^1. 

Glaciere  on  mount  Cennis,  i.  47. 

Glajs-houfes  at  Venice,  ii.  361. 

Grajfi^   palazzo,  at  Venice,  ii.  355. 

Grazie,  Le,  the  church  of  the  Dominicans  at  Milang 
ii.  385. 

Grotta  del  Cane,  near  Puzzuoli,  ii.  120. 

Grotta  dragonara,  near  Puzzuoli,  ii.  124. 

Grotta  di  Paufilippe  at  Naples  defcribed,  ii.  iiS.  Vir- 
gil's tomb,    lig. 

Crottcs  of  the  nymphs  on  the  borders  of  the  Lago  Caf- 
tello,  ii.  248. 

H 

Harlequin^  where  that  abfurd  charadler  firfi:  oriainated, 
ii.  378.     Tiie  ftyle  of  that  character  at  Milan,  387. 

Herculaneum,  remains  of,  in  the  palace  of  Portici  near 
Naples,  ii.  65.  When  and  how  deftroyed,  84.  Its 
remains  when  and  how  difcovered,  85.  Defcent  into 
defcribed,   89.      See  Pompeia. 

Horatii  and  Curatii,  monument  of,  near  Rome,  ii.  250. 

Horfes^  four  of  bronze,  at  Venice,  hiftory  of,  ii.  340. 

HydropiqJie  by  Gerard  Douw,  at  Turin,  this  celebrated 
picture  defcribed,  i.  83. 

I 

Idiots^  children  artificially  converted  into,  for  the  amufe- 

meni  of  the  ancients,  ii.  73. 
Jean^  St.  church  of  at  Piacenza,  i.253. 

Vol.  11.  D  d  Jean 
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'Jean  de  Maurienne  St.  in  Savoy,  i.  35. 

"Jefuils'  church  at  Genoa,  i.  191. 

Convent    of,    at  Chamberry  in    Savay,    i.    26, 

College  of  at  Genoa,   233. 
^ College  of  at   Rome,  ii.  240.     Remarks  on  the 

inftitution,   245. 

Arrival  of  exiles  of  that  order,  at   Bologna,  i. 


360.  ii.  '^26.     Paintings  in   the  church   belonging  to 

their  college  at  Cento,  329. 
Infant^  at  Parma,  his  charadter,  i.  279. 
Infanta^  at  Parma,   her  cbaracier,  i.  278. 
Inqwfition^  regal  reftraints  on  the  office  of,  in  Sardinia,  1. 

148,     State  of,  at  Genoa,   209.     1  he  olfice  at  Parma 

fhut  up,  278. 
In/Ututo  palace  at  Bologna,   i.  345. 
yGhn^   Sr.  church  of,   at  Parma,  i.  266. 
IJlands^    floating,    in    the     Solfatara    near    Tivoli,    ii^ 

252. 
"Jougne,  the  caflle  of,  i.  4. 
Julius  Caefar,  his  monument  at  Cuma,  ii.  131. 


Ldhr-mianvtr^  croffed  upon  rafts,  1.  153. 
ifl'^5  d'Anagno,  near  Puzzuoli,  ii.  120. 
Lagunes  at  Venice,  fomc  account  of,  ii.  335.  367. 
Lanehourg  in  Savoy,  i.  40.     No   phyfician  permitte'd  &> 
live  there,    44.     The   happy   fimplicity   of  manners 
there,  ihid. 
LaocGon^  chara6^er  of  this  celebrated  group,  ii.  217. 
Lava  of  Vefuviu?,   the  nature  of,  dei'cribed,  ii.  84. 
Laura  of  Petrarch,  a  copy  of  verfes  found  in  her  coffin 
at  Avignon,  i.  85.     Her  pi£lure  in   the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia's cabinet  defcribed,  86. 
Lawye'S^    Venetian,    ill     confequence   of  their   violeniT 

a£lion  in  pleading,  ii.  344. 
Lazzarcni  zt  Naples,  chara6^er  of,  ii.  152. 
Leonardo  ^2iVmQ\^  his  famous  picture  of  the  Laft-fupper, 
in  the  church   of  the  Dominicans   at  Milan,  ii.  386, 
Anecdote  of,  ibid. 
Letters  of  recommendation,  proper  caution  as  to  the  ufe 
of,  i.  310. 

LorettSi 
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Loreffo,  the  spproach  to,  defcribed,  ii.  30^.  Situation 
of  the  town,  305.  Trade  of,  305.  The  churcH, 
and  Santiffima   Cafa,  ib/d.     The   Virgin   and   Infant, 

307.  Prefentto,  from  James  Ii.  of  England's  queen, 

308.  Relicks,  309=  Treafures,  310.  Has  been 
greatly  neglected  of  late  years,  311.  Father  Gtl'.i- 
brand's    account  of  the    travels   of  the   Holy  Houfe, 

Lucay  St,  church  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  194.  At  Venice,  ii. 
352- 

M 

Madcna   de  la  Campagna,  church   of,    at  Piacenca,    2, 

^5^-  ,  .  .  .    , 

Madona  61  Galiera,  church  of,   at  Bologna,  i.  33J. 

A4^cerias,  ruins  of  his  houfe  near  Tivoli,   ii.  258. 

Jl4ann,  Sir  Horace,  the  introducer  of  priva.e  alletoblies 

among  the  Florentines,  ii.  15. 
ManufcriptSy  ancient,  difcovered   at  Herculaneum,  feme 

account  of,  ii.  77. 
Marcelliii'%  theatre,  ruins  of,   at  Rome,  ii,  199. 
Marfor'iOy  the  celebrated  ftatue  of,    at  Rome,  ii.  164. 
Maria  Maggiore,  St.  the  church  of,  at  Rome,    ii.  20^. 

At  Venice,  354. 
Marky  St.  the   ducal  church  at  Venice,  ii.  340.     T/ea- 

fury  of,  342. 
Marfigliy  count,  his  colle£lion  of  curlofities  in  the  Infti- 

tuto  palace  at  Bologna,  i.  345. 
Marfm^  marefchal,  infcription  on  his  tomb,  i.  112. 
Majchieri^  village  of,  between  Bologna  and  Florence,    i, 

372. 

Mattei  villa,    near  Rome,  ii.  268. 

Maurice^  St.  the  order  of,  in  Sardinia,  i.  149. 

Mendicants  ^\T)Qn^.xOy  church  of,  at  Bologna,  i.  339. 

Milan,  the  road  from  Verona  to,  defcribed,  ii.  377. 
General  remarks  on  the  town,  378.  Provifions,  379. 
Inhabitants,  380.  II  Duomo,  the  cathedral,  38 1, 
The  Ambrofian  library,  382.  The  Gabinetto,  or 
Mufeum,  383.  Remarkable  fkeleton,  384.  Church 
of  San  Vittore,  385.  Le  Grazie,  the  Dominican 
church,  ibid.  The  theatre,  387.  The  humours  of 
D  d  2  Har- 
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Harlequin   there,    ihid.     The  common    people,    389. 
Banditti  on  the  borders  of  the  Milanefe,  390. 
Hhdam,  the  village  of,  in  Savoy,  i.  40. 
Modena,  general  account  of,  i,  290.     Ducal  palace, /^zV. 
Paintings,   291.     Cameos,  298.     Library,  ibid.    The 
cathedral,  300.     The  church   La   Chiefa  nova,  301. 
Theatres,    ibid.     Troops,    ibid.     lUuftrious    families, 
302.     Bourgeoife,    ibid.     Fountains,  ibid.     Strata  of 
the    foil,     as    found    in    digging  wells,    ibid.      The 
adjacent    country,    303.     Illuftrious     men     born     at 
Modena,   304.     The  road    from   thence  to   Bologna, 
305. 

Mont  Callier,  a  palace  belonging  to  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
i.  117. 

Mont  Qtnrns^  (ttCennls. 

jl4oniel>i novo,  near  Naples,  hiftory  of,   ii.  125. 

Jiionts  Ferrate,    near    Turin,    natural    curiofities   of,    u 
149. 

Monti  palace  at  Bologna,  i.  325. 

Montmelian  in  Savoy,  i.  29. 

Morges  in  Switzerland,  i.  5.     The  port  there,  12. 


N 

Naples^  general  remarks  on  the  town,  ii.  41.  Mrs. 
Hamilion's  afiembly,  45.  Profpe6l  of  mount  Vefu- 
vius,  47.  Fete  at  the  Princefs  Potera's,  48.  The 
palace  at  Caflerta,  50.  Defcription  of  the  queen's 
perfon,  51.  Royal  ball,  52.  The  Neapolitans  curi- 
ous manufaiSlures  in  tortoife  fliell,  57.  The  little 
notice  taken  of  murders  there,  59.  The  popular 
amufement,  called  the  Cocagna,  60.  Cabinet  of 
Portici,  63.  Palace  of  Portici,  64.  Remains  of 
Herculaneum  and  Pompeia  preferved  there,  ibid.  De- 
fcription of  Herculaneum,  84.  Puzzoli  and  its  an- 
tiquities, 102.  The  baths  and  prifons  of  Nero  at  Baia, 
106.  The  road  to  Puzzoli,  118.  The  grotta  di 
Paufilippe,  ibid.  Grotta  del  Cane,  120.  Solfaterra, 
J23.  Lake  Averiiu?,  126.  Cuma,  129.  Julius 
Cffifar's  monument,  131.  Palace  of  Capo  di  Monte, 
1-^-^.  The  royal  palace,  137.  The  theatres,  138. 
7'he  church   II  Duomo,  141.     Church  of  Santa  Re- 

ftituio. 
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ftltuto,  ibid.  The  liquefadion  of  St.  Gennaro's  blood 
difcredited,  142.  Church  of  St.  Phiiippo  di  Neri, 
143.  Mount  Vefuvius,  144.  The  Corfo,  146.  Po- 
pular amufements,  151.  The  Lazzaroni,  152.  Go- 
vernment, 154. 

Narniy  in  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  feme  defcriptive  account 
of,  ii.  288.  Ruins  of  Auguftus's  bridge,  289.  Town 
of   Cefi,  290.      Road  from  to  Terni,  291. 

Nero,  his  baths  and  prifons  at  Baia,  ii.  106.  Ruins  of 
his  golden  palace,  192. 

Nicolas,  Pere,  on  mounc  Cennis,  fome  account  of  that 
good  father,  i.   50.   52.  65. 

Nra,  river,  its  piclurefque  appearance  at  Terni,  ii, 
291. 

Notre  Dame  de  Compagna  near  Turin,  i.  112. 

Novi,  a  town  in  the  Genoefe  territory,  i.  154.  The 
foad  frorn  thence  to  Genoa  defer ibed,  155, 


Padua.,  voyage  from  Venice  to,  ii.  367.  The  fortifica- 
tions, 368.  The  cathedral,  ibid.  Church  of  St. 
Antonio,  369.     Of  St.  Giuftina,  371. 

Painters  and  poets  deferving  of  punifliment  for  the  choice 
of  fubjecSts  exciting  horror  and  rage,  i.  320. 

Paintings  difcovered  at  Herculaneum,  with  the  method 
of  detaching  them  from  the  original  walls,  ii.  77. 

Paliavicini  pzl^ce  at  Genoa,  paintings  in,  i.  187. 

Paix  de  Gex,  the  country  and  inhabitants  defcribed, 
i.  9. 

Palazzo  publico  at  Bologna,  i.  314. 

Palladia,  his  bridge  and  theatre  at  Vicenzi,  ii.  372.  His 
fuppofed  artful  fcheme  of  revenge  agalnft  the  inha- 
bitants, 373.1 

Pa/nfili^  vilh,  near  Rome,  ii.  263.  The  garden,  264. 
Water  organ,  265. 

Panaro  river,  that  divides  the  duchy  of  Modena  from  the 
ecclefiaitical  ftate,  i.  305. 

Pantb(Gn  at  Rome,   ii.  193. 

Paolo,  St.  church  of,  at  Parma,  i.  275. 

Paolo  di  Roma,  Sr.  church  of,  ii.  206. 

D  d  3  Parma, 
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Parma,  general  defcriptinn  of  the  town,  i.  263.  Its 
antiquity,  264..  The  cathedral,  266.  Church  of  St. 
John,  ihsd.  Church  of  St.  Sepulchre,  267.  Church 
of  Madonna  della  Stecatta,  ibid.  Critical  examina- 
tion of  Corregio's  famous  picture,  269.  The  theatre, 
272.  Public  amufements,  275.  C:.urch  of  St.  Paolo, 
4hid.  The.  palace,  276.  Academy  of  painting  and 
fculpture,  ibid.  The  office  of  the  Inquifition  there 
{hut  up»  278.  CharacElers  of  the  royal  family,  ibid. 
Heart!)  ta.xlitrly  inpofed  there,  279.  Principal  fami- 
lies, 280.  Remarkable  picture  in  the  church  of  St. 
Michcli,  ibid.  Cicefbeios,  281.  Difturbances  occa- 
■  fioned  there  by  the  late  pope,  283.  Police,  284. 
New  road  making  to  Genoa,  287. 

Poi'jhippe^  grotta  di,  ii.  118.      Virgil's  t^mb,  iig. 

Psnde'it  ^i  CJenoa,  curious  particulars  of  one,  i.  192, 

Pepoli  pilace  at  Bologna,  i.  336. 

Peter.,  St.  weeping,  by  Guido,  in  the  Sampieri  palace  at 
Bologiid,  defcribed,  i.  322. 

Peterh,   St.  at  Rome,  deicription  of,  ii.   28. 

Petrarch^  copy  of  his  verfcs,  found  in  the  coffin  of  his 
Laura  at  Avignon,   i.  85. 

Petroleum  produced  in  a  Ipring  at  Bagnonera  near  Mc- 
dena,  i.  303. 

Philip  de  Neri,  St.  the  church  of  at  Turin,  defcribed, 

'    i.  c8. 

Phojphorui  of  Bologna,   i.  358. 

Piaogi,  padre  Antonio,  the  inventor  of  a  method  ofopen- 

'  jng  and  reading  the  ancient  manufcripts  difcovered  at 
Herculancum,   ii.  77. 

Piacenzn,  its  difagreeable  appearance,  i.  242.  Equef- 
trian  flatues  of  fome  of  the  Farnefe  family,  213.  The 
cathedral,  246.  Church  of  St.  Agoftino,  250.  The 
church  la  Rladona  de  la  Campagna,  251.  Church  of 
St.  Jean,  ibid.  The  ducal  palace,  253.  The  theatre 
and  corfo,  254.  Number  of  inhabitants,  convent.';, 
and  foitifications  ihiJ.  Face  of  the  country  between 
th:s  town  and  P^rma,   260. 

Pickhr^  father  and  fon,  engravers  on  gems,  at  Rome, 
their  chartClers  as  artift.^   ii.  283. 

Pieira   iVJala,  between   Bologna  and   Florence,    i.    364. 

PigeoKs^  Wild,  Ital  an  method  of  catching,  ii.  291. 

■    .  Piiuiana, 
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Plnciaria^  villa,  near  Rome,  ii.  270. 

Piranefe^  engraver  and  fculptor  at  Rome,  his  charatf^er  as 

an  artift,  ii.  283. 
Pifani  Pallazzo,  at  Venice,   ii.  354. 
Pifcina  Mirabile,  near  the  Mare  Morto  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Naples,  ii,  128. 
Pitt'i  palace  at  Florence,  defcrib°H,  ii.  i. 
Place^    St.  Mark  at  Venice,  defer ibed,]  ii.   338.     The 

Broglio,   339.   345. 
Po^   the  paflage  on  that  river  from  Francolino  to  Venice, 

ii.  332.      Viev/  of  Venice  from  the  river,  334. 
Polccverra^  in  the  Genoefe  territory,  i.  i;6. 
Ponipcia^  its  fituation,  ii.  63.     How  deftroyed,  and  fince 
difcovered,   89.     The  difcovered    parts  defcribed,    90. 
Skeletons  found,  91.     A   houfe  and  garden,  93.     A 
gate  and  a  ftrcet,  95.     A  temple  of  Ifis,   96. 
Pontarlier,  the  road  between  that  town  and  Ornon,  de- 
fcribed, i.  2. 
Pope^  his  reafons  for  declining  having  ladies  prefented  to 
him,  ii.   173.     Functions   performed    by    him    during 
the    Santa    Settimana,    174.     His  mode  of  life,   184. 
Anecdote  of,    196. 
Porthi,   its   fituation,    ii.    63.     Cabinet    of,   ih'id.     The 
palace,  64.     Remains  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeia, 
preferved  there,  65. 
Petera,    princefs,    deicription  of  a  ftie  given  by  her   at 

Naples,  ii.  48. 
Prejudices^  national,  corrected  by  travelling,  k  282. 
Pretender^  feme  account  of,  ii.  26.  28. 
Puzziioli   near   Naples,  defcribed,  ii.   102.     The  cathe- 
dral, il^id.     Curious  antique  pedeftal,    103.     The  fup- 
pofed  Academia  of  Cicero,   104.     Labyrinth  of  Dasda- 
lus,    105.     The  columbarias    or    tombs,    ibid.     The 
gulph  or  bay,  ibid. 
Pyramid  of  Cuius  Ceftius  at  Rome,  ii.  202. 


R 

Radiccfani,  defcription  of  the  accommodations  for  travel- 
lers there,  ii.  17. 

Rnffaello^  curious  pidlure  of  the  Virgin  by,  in  the  con- 
vent La  CorrjtefTa  at  Foligno,  ii.  300, 

D  d  4  Kandariy 


INDEX. 

Randan^  a  village  in  Savoy,  how  deftroyed,  i.  32. 

Ranuz%i  palace  at  Bologna,   i.  336. 

Ravenna^  remarkable    badnefs    of    the   water    there,    ii. 

322- 
Re^gio^    between    Parma    and    Modena,    i.    288,   289. 

Paintings  in  the  church  there,  ibid» 
Relics^    general  rcflediion  on  thofe   preferved   at    Rome, 

ii.  205. 
Reno,  river,   in  the  ecclernftical  f^;^te,    i.   ';,05. 
Rialto  at  Venice,  fome  account  of  that  celebrated  bridge, 

ii   366- 
Rivers  in  Italy,   fubjedl  to  change  their  beds,  i.  262. 
Rivo/i    in    Piedmunt,    i.    6-I..     The  road  from  thence  to 

Turin,  ///V. 
Roads,    why  excellent   under   defpotic  governments,    i. 

144' 
Rotr.e,    the  accommodation   at  Pio's  hotel  there,  ii.  22. 
General  remarks  on  the  city,  ibid.     Account  of  fome 
diftinguidicd  families  there,  ibid.      Entertainment   at 
cardinal  Bernis's,  23.     and   at  the   duchefs  of  Brac- 
ciano's,    24.      Account    of  the    Pretender,    26.    28. 
St.   Peter's  church,  28.     Road   from   thence   toward 
Naples,     34.      Defcripticn    of    a     fuite    of    private 
apartments    hired   there,     149.      The  Capitol,    157. 
Confervatori   palace,   158.     Adjoining  gallery  of  pic- 
tures, collected  by  Pope   Benedicl   XIV.   161.     The 
mufeum,     164.       Thee    ftatue   called    iMarforio,   ibid. 
The  Pope,    173.      Fun£licns    celebrated  during   the 
Santa  Settimana,   174.     Impediments  to   the  viewing 
public  buildings,   189.     Ruins  of  temples,  &c.  190. 
The  Coliifeo,   192.     The   Pantheon,   193.     Evening 
amufements,    195.      Caracalla's  baths,    199.       Mar- 
cell  us's  theatre,  ibid.     Tarpeian  rock,  2C0.      Teiriple 
Deo   Ridiculo,   202.     The  niauloleum  of  Auguftus, 
ibid.     Pvramid  of  Caius   Ceilius,    ibid.      Fountains, 
203.     The  church    St.  Giovanni   di   Latterano,   204. 
Relics,  205.     Church  of  St.    Maria  Maggiore,   ibid. 
St,  Paolo  di  Roma  church,   206.     Church  of  Sc.  Ur- 
bano  alia  Caffarello,  ibid.     Church  of  St.   Sebaftiano 
a'ie  catecombe,  207.     The   catacombs,  ibid.     Vati- 
can palace,  210.     Belvidere  palace,  216.     The  Lao- 
cocn,    217.      Borchefe   palace,  223.      The  Palazzo 
Corfini,    224.      The  Palazzo  Barberini,  226.      Pa- 
lazzo 
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lazzo  Farnefe,  229.  Palazzo  Spada,  233.  Palazzo 
Colonna,  234.  Palazzo  Bracciano,  235.  Palazzo 
Altieii,  236.  Palazzo  Chigi,  237.  Palazzo  Giiifti- 
niano,  238.  Palazzo  Rofpigliofi,  239.  The  Jefuits' 
college,  240,  Tivoli,  256.  Villa  Albani,  260. 
Villa  Aldrobrandini,  262.  Villa  Pamfili,  or  Belrefpi- 
ro,  263.  Villa  Barberini,  265.  Villa  Borghefe, 
270.  Principal  artifts  now  there,  283.  Englifh 
fludents  there,  often  diftrefled  by  the  parfimony  of 
their  friends  at  home,  284.  Road  from  hence  to 
Narni,  286. 

Rofary^  chapel  of,  at  Bologna,  i.  343.  Church  of,  at 
Cento,  ii.  330. 

Rofpigliofi  palace  at  Rome,  ii.  239. 

Rotunda^  or  Santa  Maria  ad  Martyres  churgh  at  Rome, 
ii.  193. 

Rumelie  in  Savoy,  i.  20, 


Sacrifices.^  ancient  heathen,  curious  method  of  producing 
white  vidims  for,  ii.  299. 

Saint,  For  all  thofe  towns  and  churches  having  Saint 
prefixed,  fee  their  refpeilive  proper  names. 

Salvadoro,  St.  church  of,  at  Terni,  ii.  292.  Ditto  at 
Venice,  352. 

Sampiej'i  palace  at  Bologna,  i.  321. 

San  Vittore,  church  of,  at  Milan,  ii.  385. 

Santa  Corona,  church  of,  at  Vicenza,  ii,  373. 

Santa  Reftituta  church  at  Naples,  ii.  141. 

Santa  Settimana,  functions  performed  during,  ii.  174, 

Sara,  the  town  of,  i.  5. 

Sardinia,  peculiar  chara£lcr  of  the  kings  of,  i.  8^. 
Manner  of  feizing  the  late  king,  118.  CEconomy  of 
the  prefent  king,  139.  l^oops,  140.  The  king's 
tabic,  142.  Public  employments,  143.  Politics,  ii)id. 
Jews,  il/id.  Silkworms,  [144.  Roads,  ibid.  The 
king's  farms,  145.  Salt  fprings,  146.  Pcafants,  iB. 
The  Bnurgeoife,  147.  Nobles,  ibid.  Poft-letters 
all  examined  by  the  minifters,  ii?id.  The  Inquifition, 
148.     Order  of  St.  Maurice,  149.     See  Turin. 

Savoy,  mountains  of,  i.  6.     Dangerous  roads  in,  36. 

Sbirri 


INDEX, 

Shirrl  at  Genoa,  fome  account  of,  i.   226. 

Scaricalajino,  convent  of,  between  Bologna  and  Flo- 
rence, i.  365. 

School  of  Athens,  a  capital  painting  of  RafFaello  in  the 
Vatican  palace,  fome  account  of,  ii.  214. 

Siuolo  di  St.  Fantino  at  Venice,  ii.  351. 

SebaJiianOy  St.  church  of,  at  Venice,  ii.  T,i^2- 

Seba/iiano  al'ie  Cdtecombe,  church  of,  at  Rome,   ii.  207. 

Seneca  in  the  bath,  comparifoH  between  the  painting  of,' 
in  the  palace  of  Marcellino  Durazzo  at  Genoa,  and 
that  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  duke  of  Marlboiough, 
i.  182. 

Sepulchre,  St.  the  church  of,  at  Parma,  i.  267. 

Seravella,  in  the  Apennines,  dreadful  thunder-fiorm 
there,  ii.  301.     Account  of  the  village,  303. 

Sybil's  C2,ve  at  the  lake  of  Avernus,  ii.  126.  Another 
at  Cuma,   130.     Temple  of,  at  Tivoli,  256. 

Sienna^  the  appearance  and  accommodations  of,  ii.  ij, 

SirOf  St.  the  church  of,  at  Genoa,  i,  164.. 

Skeleton,  remarkable  one  in  the  Ambrofian  library  at  Mi- 
lan, ii.  384.. 

SolfatarOy  Jake  of,  n«ar  Tivoli,  ii,  252.  Floating 
iflands,  ibid. 

Solfatcrra,  near  PifiZJzuoli,  ii.  123. 

Scnima,  a  ftupendous  Apennine  mountain  in  the  road 
between  Terni  and  Spoletto,  ii.  293.  Terrible  llorm 
on  the  road  over,  296. 

Spada  palace  at  Rome,  ii.  233. 

Spoletto,  the  town  of,  defcribed,  ii.  296.  The  cathedral, 
297.  Famous  aqueduct  in  the  neighbourhood  of, 
298. 

Strange,  Mr.  the  engraver,  his  high  repute  at  Rome, 
ii.  285. 

Suipetiige,  the  king  of  Sardinia's  hunting  palace,  i.  113. 
The  paintings,  114.  The  gardens,  117.  Dcfcrip- 
tion  of  a  royal  chafe  there,    130. 

Suaire,  St.  the  chapel  of,  defcribed,  1.  97. 

Sudley,  lady,  hisr  memory  much  revered  by  the  Neapoli- 
tans, ii.  132. 

Superga,  la,  the  church  of,  near  Turin,  i.  121.  Tn- 
fcription  over  the  entrance  within,  12;^.  Bas  reliefs, 
ibid.  Miraculous  image  of  the  Virgin,  124.  Ad- 
joining convent  of  the  Channonines,  125. 

Supplier 
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StippUce  des  razoirs,   a  Sardinian  inftrument  of  death, 

defcribed,  i.  38. 
Sufa^    a  village  in  Piedmont,  i.  63.      The  road  from 

thence  to  Turin,  ibid. 
Switzerland,    the  fiourifhing  ftate  of  agriculture  there, 

i.  9.     The  beacons   there    for   fpreadrng   an  alarm, 

ibid. 


"Table  Ifiaque  at  Turin,  defcribed,  i.  96. 

Tanaro  palace  at  Bologna,  i.  331. 

Taro^  the  river  of,  in  the  duchy  of  Parma,  i.  261, 

^averna  v\\\-iL  2X  Frafcati,  ii.  280. 

Terni^  pi^turefque  appearance  of  the  river  Nera  there, 
ii.  291.  Defcription  of  the  town  and  its  antiquities, 
292.  Church  of  St.  Salvadoro,  ibid.  Cafcade,  ibid. 
Road  to  Spoletto,  293. 

Terre  Majore,  obfervatory  erefled  on  that  eminence  to 
take  the  level  of  the  lands  between  Rome  and  Rimini, 
ii.  291. 

thefeus^  defcription  of  the  ancient  picture  of,  found  at 
Herculaneum,  ii.  78. 

Tillot^  M.  the  duke  of  Parma's  minifter,  i.  277.  279. 

Tivoliy  in  tke  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  ii.  251.  256. 
Temple  of  the  Sybil,  256.  Cafcade  of,  257.  The 
Cafcatella,  ib'^d.     The  villa  Eftenfe,  259. 

Tobacco,  great  plantations  of,  about  Turin,  i.,140. 

Tombs  of  the  illuftrious  dead,  reflections  on  the  ancient 
manner  of  ere<5ling,  compared  with  that  of  the  mo- 
derns, ii.  203. 

Trajan  %  arch  at  Ancona,  ii,  319. 

Travellings  of  ufe  to  correct  national  prejudices,  i.  282. 

Ireb'm^  battle  of,  between  Hannibal  and  the  Romans, 
where  fought,  i.  255. 

Truffies^  method  of  preparing  and  drefllng  on  the  Apen- 
nmcs,  ii.  295. 

Turin,  a  defcription  of  that  city,  i.  65.  The  royal 
gardens,  69.  The  palace,  71.  Paintings  in  the  pa- 
lare,  74.  The  theatre,  92.  Palace  of  the  prince  of 
Piedmont,  94.  The  table  Ifiaque,  96.  Chapel  of 
St.  Suaire,  97.  Church  of  St.  Philip  de  Neri,  98. 
Cabinet  of  infcriptions  and  antique?,  99.  Church  of 
3  St, 
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St.  Chr'.ftin,  ibid.  Church  of  St.  Charles  Baromee, 
lOo.  Church  of  St.  Therefe,  ibid.  The  arfenal, 
loi.  Uniforrnity  of  the  town,  102.  The  environs, 
103.  Galley-Haves,  104.  The  palace  La  Venerie, 
JC5.  The  opera,  134.  Foreign  minifters,  ibid. 
The  ladies,  J36.  Spies,  ibid.  Police,  137.  Re- 
firifiions  on  the  theatre,  138.  Regulations  for  im- 
proving the  town,  143.  The  roads  about,  why  fo 
gooG,  144.  Reftiiciions  on  the  piefs,  ibid.  Duelling, 
145.  Precautions  at  the  poft-ofHce,  147.  The  In- 
quiHtion,  14^.  The  punifliment  of  breaking  on  the 
wheel,  lately  introduced  there,  149. 

Tufcr.vty^  general  remarks  on,  ii.  12. 

^"vfcidum^  ancient,  the  modern  Frafcati,  hiftorical  anec- 
^dctcs  of,  ii.  277.     Ruins  of  the  ancient  town,  282. 


Vahntim  at  Turin,  defcribed,  i.  103.  The  palace, 
104.  ii.  392. 

Yariini^  recommendations  of  their  inn  at  Florence,  i.  36^. 
ii.  17. 

Vatican  palace  at  Rome,  ii.  210,     The  library,   219. 

JTi^ia,  fuuation  of  the  ancient  city  of,  ii.  286. 

Velleia^  antiquities  found  among  the  ruins  of,  i.  277. 

Venerie^  the  palace  la,  at  Turin,  i.  105.  Tlie  paint- 
ings, 107.  The  chapel,  109.  The  orangerje  and 
ftables,  ibid.     Garden?,  ibid. 

Venice,  view  of,  from  the  Lagunes,  ij.  335.  The  hotel 
called  Palazzo  Contarini,  ibid.  Nothing  but  water- 
carriage  there,  338.  Place  St.  iVIark,  ibid.  T  he 
Broglio,  339.  Manners  of  the  people,  ibid.  The 
Ducal  church,  340.  Tre^fury  of,  342.  The  Ducal 
palace,  ibid.  The  lawyers  wigs  injurious  to  the 
paintings  in  the  cou.-ts  of  juflice,  344.  The  prifons 
in  the  palace,  ibid.  Tradefmen's  (hops,  345.  Pro- 
vifions  and  cooker)',  346.  The  water  brackifti,  347. 
A  Venetian  wedding,  348.  Church  of  St.  Zaccaria, 
350.  Church  of  St.  Fantino,  351.  Scuolo  di  St. 
Fantino,  ibid.  Churches  of  St.  Lucca,  St.  Salvadore, 
and  I  Miraculo,  352.  St.  Giorgio  Maggiore,  ibid. 
Church  of  St.  Sebaltiano,  it^id.     Church  cf  St.  Maria 

Mas:- 
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Magglore,  354.  Pallazzo  Pifani,  Hid.  Palazzo 
Barberigo,  357.  Palazzo  Graffi,  ibid.  General 
obfervations  on  the  palaces,  356.  The  cafiinos,  358. 
The  Giardini,  Giudscca,  359.  The  Arfenal  and 
Bucentaur,  360.  Charitable  inftitutions,  ibid.  Cu- 
rious female  concert,  ibid.  The  glafs-houfes,  361. 
Wooden  madonnas  and  faints,  ibid.  Manners  of  the 
ladies  of  diftindtion,  362.  The  cavalieri  ferventi,  ib. 
New  regulation  in  the  cofFee-houfes  there,  365.  Loofe 
women,  new  law  againft,  ibid.  The  Riaho,  366. 
Voyage  to  Padua,  3^7. 

Venus  de  A^edicis  in  the  gallery  at  Florence  defcribed, 
i.  386. 

Verona,  the  amphitheatre  there,  ii.  374.  Is  ftill  ufed  by 
the  inhabitants  for  public  fpe^lacles,  ibid.  JVIufeurn 
in  the  piazza  Bra,  ibid.  The  theatre,  375.  Gene- 
ral remarks  on  the  town  and  its  antiquities,  ibid. 
Petrified  fifh,    376.      Road   from  thence    to  Milan, 

377- 
Veronefe,  Paolo,  his  picture  of  the  Supper  at  Cana,  with 

the  price  he  received  for  it,  ii.  353. 

Verfoix,    the  intended   tow,n   of,    i.   11.     Is  abandoned, 

.'3-. 
J' if irjius  mo\xr\t,  profpecl  of,  from  Naples,  ii.  47.     Some 

account  of,  144. 
ViceyTza.,  the  road  from,  to  Verona,  ii.  371.     The  town, 

bridge,  and  theatre,  372.     The  piazze  d'lfola,  373. 

The  church  La  Santa   Corona,    ibid.      The   public 

walk  there,  ibid. 
Vigne  de  la  Reine  palace  near  Turin,  i.  129.     The  gar- 
dens, 130. 
Virgil's  tomh,  ii.  121. 

Voljcium,  ruins  of  the  ancient  town  of,  ii.  21. 
VoUagio^  in  the  Genoefe  territory,  i.  155. 
Voltaire^  his  charafler  of  the  people  of  Geneva,  i.  15, 

His  caftle  at  Ferney,  16.     His  account  of  the  battle 

of  Affietta  correded,  57. 
Urhanc  alia  CafFatello,  church  of,  at  P-ome,  ii.  206. 
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IVedding^  a  Venetian  one  defcribed,  ii.  348. 

Woman  of  Samaria,  the  fign  of,  the  beft  inn  at  Milan. 

•'•  377- 
Women,  common^  new  laws  againft,  at  Venice,  ii.  288. 


Tear^  the  wifli  of  a  happy  new  one,  not  agreeable  to  2 
French  woman,  ii.  i. 


Zaccaria,  St.  church  of,  at  Venice,  ii.  350. 

Zambecari  palace  at  Bologna,  i.  328. 

Zamperiniy  the  opera  finger  at  Turin,  i.  134.  139^ 
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